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IRI ~ RESEARCHERS GUIDE

To The Disappearance of James Riddle Hoffa

Copyright © 2026 David W. Tubman

All content published, designed, and created by David W. Tubman

No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means: 

Electronic, digital, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without the prior written authorization of the author.

~ Copyright Infringement ~

The Fair Use Law

17 U.S. Code § 107 - Limitations on exclusive rights: Fair use

All images contained in this publication fall under the Fair Use Law. Fair use applies when using material belonging to others, provided it is responsibly sourced in accordance with copyright infringement guidelines. This edition falls under the categories of news, research, and educational content. Most maps have been modified in Google Maps® with enhanced, overlaid routing and callouts related to the subject matter.

​COPYRIGHT & CREATIVE LICENSE:

© 2026 David W. Tubman as Author & Publisher applies to all writing, editing, creative images, promotions, book signings, and social media interviews which are conducted at the author’s sole expense. Getting the story out remains the author/publisher's primary focus. Respect the hard work of others. If you use any portion of the author’s creative work, you are required to include the author and book title as your source.

David W. Tubman – Author/Publisher

dwtubman@comcast.net 
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David W. Tubman ~ Author/Investigator/Publisher

Published by David W. Tubman

New Braunfels, Texas-2026

ISBN #979-8-9996888-0-4 Full Color

Collector’s Pride Edition

ISBN #979-8-9996888-2-8 Black & White

Researcher’s Field Study Edition

ISBN #979-8-9996888-1-1 EPUB

eBook/Digital Edition

Audio book pending

Author’s Invitation: Talk to me!

One person cannot do it alone. If anyone who comes across this book has additional insight or eyewitness statements they wish to share, contact me. That includes any questions or comments. If it warrants reporting to the FBI, I can help direct you to them. 

Email  dwtubman@comcast.net  (Preferred)

Website dwtubman.com

Dwtubman/WordPress https://dwtubman.wordpress.com/

Social Media Links:

YouTube https://www.youtube.com/@jhim-tg269

-Facebook https://www.facebook.com/JHIMTG/
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This work presents the author’s independent investigation into the disappearance of James R. Hoffa, based on publicly available records, personal testimony, and historical analysis. All references to individuals, organizations, and claims—whether made by law enforcement, journalists, or private citizens—are cited for context and critique. All information presented was obtained from public information, news articles, and FBI files via FOIA (Freedom of Information Act requests). On some occasions, direct eyewitnesses contributed from their personal experiences relating to the case.

The author and contributors do not assert definitive conclusions regarding criminal responsibility, nor do they accuse any living individual of unlawful conduct. Where disagreement with public claims is expressed, it is offered in the spirit of open inquiry and evidentiary review.

This book is protected under the First Amendment and is intended to foster dialogue, not defamation. Readers are encouraged to examine the evidence and reach their own conclusions.

~ Welcome to ~
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By David W. Tubman

I was 24 years old when it broke on the evening news on radio and television stations. To some, it didn’t sink in till it was boldly stated in the Detroit Free Press headlines of Friday, August 1, 1975. 

Jimmy Hoffa has been missing since July 30, 1975. The event sent shockwaves through organized labor, law enforcement, and the American public. It was not just Detroiters; the entire country and the world were stunned by the news.

I didn’t hear the news till my parents returned home on August 1, and they immediately flipped on the television to find the news already in progress. My Mother and Father, Kenneth and Frances Tubman, were puffing away on their Pall Malls, and Mom was sitting expectantly on the front edge of the easy chair, and Dad was nervously standing close to the TV set. I sat on the couch nearby. I saw terror in their faces as I listened in.  

The newscaster just said, “Jimmy Hoffa was last seen at the Machus Red Fox, in Bloomfield Township.” As soon as the announcer finished that sentence, Ken quipped, “Like Hell! We saw him at the Raleigh House!”

A complete account is detailed in my previous book: “Jimmy Hoffa Is Missing-The Gap” (2020-2022 edition). I’ll summarize the key points in Chapter 1 for those who want to dive right in and learn about the new eyewitnesses and the critical information presented herein.

Jimmy Hoffa Is Missing-Beyond The Gap

David W. Tubman (IRI)

Independent Researcher & Investigator

Journey through the pages with me.

It's just like you were there...

~ Dedication ~[image: A close-up of a person

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]

I continue to dedicate my work to the family

of James Riddle Hoffa, who has endured

Fifty years of grief since their loss.

Justice may never come in the form

of retribution, or result in the conviction of the guilty,

However, just knowing the truth about the

circumstances may offer some solace over time.

David W. Tubman

~ Revelation 21:4 ~

“And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes. 

There shall be no more death, no more sorrow,

No more crying.

There shall be no more pain, 

For the former things have passed away.”

~ Co-Dedication ~[image: Men sitting at a booth
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Al and I in April of 2023 at Steve’s Deli-Behind Andiamo’s

(Formerly The Machus Red Fox)

To My Good Friend - Allan Kaplan

January 1948 – July 30, 2025

West Bloomfield, Michigan

I’m sad to report that Allan passed away on the 50th anniversary mark at the young age of 77. I first met Allan after he had run across my first book. We texted, emailed, and spoke by phone frequently ever since. I had wanted to have lunch again during my recent visit in June 2025, but he said he wasn’t feeling well. I said we’ll catch up on my next road trip to Detroit next year. Al didn’t let on just how sick he was, and I had no idea it would be the last opportunity to see him again.

Allan was a gentle and compassionate soul who loved people. I could tell because he was constantly posting photos of himself at friends' birthday celebrations on Facebook. I was hoping he would join me for lunch on my birthday, so I invited him to lunch on June 13, 2025. I’m sorry I missed out, and there is no do-over. 

Note: You can learn more about Allan in the Central Sanitation Section of this book and hear his unique voice in the video interview linked here.

A cherished personal letter from the Hoffa family

In 2020, after reading ‘The Gap.’

Hoping for a deathbed confession letter that never came. 

Chuckie O’Brien passed away on February 13, 2020.

(One day before James Riddle’s birthday-February 14)
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Use blank pages for notes, thoughts, or questions to ask me.

~ The Most Famous Cold Case ~

In American History

"JIMMY HOFFA IS MISSING-Last Seen at Restaurant." 

That famous headline from The Detroit Free Press on August 1, 1975, could still be run in today’s edition. Without a body, weapon, or murder scene to examine for forensic evidence, they were only able to build a case from the eyewitnesses. Some were also the suspects.

Next to the assassination of John F. Kennedy on November 22, 1963, many consider the abduction and murder of Detroit's James Riddle Hoffa on July 30, 1975, one of the most prolific criminal cold cases in American history. The FBI initially believed the case would be solved within weeks, if not months. However, the abundance of information made it impossible for agents to focus on a single motive, suspect, or murder location. 

SCORES OF QUESTIONS REMAIN:

In October 2025, President Trump instructed the DOJ to dig into the files. It appears to be the result of a personal plea from James P. Hoffa Jr. during an interview with Eric Shawn of Fox Nation in July 2025. But will it solve this case?

Of course not.

Will this book matter?

Absolutely!

The new witnesses and vital information contained herein will not be included in any future DOJ disclosure. Still, all information has been provided to the authorities. The president’s orders were for internal review only, not for public release. The case remains in ‘active’ status, so the same protections apply for the security and safety of those named in the files. In other words, don’t hold your breath for anything new to be disclosed. Some of the information being presented here has been passed along to authorities, but no action has ensued for reasons unknown.

~ Preface ~

About The Author

My perspective is unique and has always centered on my parents’ account. Upon the death of both parents, I became their mouthpiece. My father, Kenneth, passed away in 1987, but my mother, Frances, reached the age of 94 before she passed in 2011.

In 2006, I convinced Frances to finally tell the FBI what she and Dad observed on July 30, 1975, from 2:45pm till about 3:00pm 

(See Ch 1 Part 1-“The Tubman Family Secret”).

In 2009, after learning from Barbara Ann Cranceer (Hoffa’s daughter), the FBI had treated the Tubman account so lightly and had never passed it along to her family, as they promised Frances they would. Frances took the huge risk of coming forward and did what she thought was the right thing to do. The FBI simply shelved her account. They didn’t pass along the information about the Raleigh House raid either. I became angry. Fortunately, I had the foresight to record my mother, Frances, recount the story herself, in case it ever became important to the case. (See the YouTube video link)

When my Mother died in 2011 (age 94), I thought about what I should do. “Do I let their story die too?” I began my research and found files and newspaper articles that corroborated Tubman's account, providing me with great insight into the case as a whole. All because I had certain facts to build on that nobody else had yet discovered. 

When I released the first edition, “Jimmy Hoffa Is Missing-The Gap,” in 2020, my intent was not to solve the case, but to reveal crucial eyewitness testimony that had never been heard before. It was to tell the story that my family carried in silence for decades. Perhaps to encourage others to speak out as well.

That book establishes sound facts from two reliable, direct eyewitnesses and a close examination of all the other witnesses and facts in the case. When this new extended edition, “Beyond the Gap,”  is combined with the reliable evidence from “The Gap”, the sincere researcher will have a clear and logical understanding of the Hoffa case, and of what actually happened on July 30, 1975.

If the other theories you have heard about have omitted the evidence I’ve presented herein, then they have turned a blind eye to obvious and reliable evidence, and they are unworthy of your trust in other areas of their theories.

Be assured, the former trail either ended or at least paused at 25300 Telegraph Road in Southfield, Michigan. The Mercury had parked at the kitchen door behind the Raleigh House. A garbage truck was parked and waiting within feet of the kitchen door. Without additional witnesses, it became a dead end.

Here, in Chapter One, I’ll summarize for those who have not read the first edition from 2020: “Jimmy Hoffa Is Missing-The Gap.” It is imperative to know and trust the specific facts of that eyewitness account and the holes it filled in, challenging Chuckie O’Brien’s multiple, confusing alibis. That alone will disprove several other accounts claiming to be true. Fortunately, the trail has not ended there.

Chuckie O’Brien returns as my #1 suspect in everything. 

Chuckie is and was key to unlocking everything that happened back in ’75. At first, he was a blabbermouth during two lengthy FBI interviews. He was the most talkative of all suspects till his attorney reined him in. When considering which account makes the most sense, if Chuckie’s involvement is redirected to a ‘stand-in’ or a ‘look-alike,’ we are going to miss everything else that occurred beyond that fact. In my view, attempts to redirect people elsewhere to other individuals are unfounded and unconfirmed. Not a single shred of hard evidence backs it up. It’s not a sincere attempt at seeking the truth.

I side with those who say he was not in on the plan. I will show that he was ordered to do certain tasks and complied. (Oath to Omerta). Chuckie: “Make yourself available today.” (Robert Holmes Sr.) “Chuckie, now go do this – Chuckie, now go there.” That’s why he was groping at straws during the FBI interviews. He was useful – but he was no innocent ‘patsy.’

About This Edition

On the FRONT COVER...That is a gold Teamsters wristwatch: 

Whether Jimmy Hoffa frequently wore one is unclear. One might assume he did, as he was fanatical about punctuality. However, very few photos show one on his wrist. Undoubtedly, he must have at least had a dashboard clock in his 1974 Pontiac Grand Ville. Upon closer inspection, you will notice the time is set to 3:03. Some of the evidence suggests he was no longer alive by then. 

“BEYOND THE GAP”-Extends the trail from Book 1

As I hoped, the previous book encouraged others to also come forward with news to fill the voids in the Hoffa case. I had no idea I would be compelled to follow with another edition. However, the new information I have received is a crucial and essential addition to what is already known. This book will build on that foundation and place greater emphasis on the new witnesses and the information they have provided. Beyond that, the existing evidence is examined in light of the latest insights.

Perhaps even the FBI has something to gain from this book.

On the BACK COVER...I did not choose my role- It chose me:

My unique stance as the son of eyewitnesses demanded my attention. I have not allowed such a vital eyewitness account to continue to be shelved by the FBI, journalists, and so-called crime historians. I learned from scratch about self-publishing, design, and content creation, and amassed mounds of research and documentation over the past several decades. That proved to be a valuable contribution to the Hoffa case; no one else has been able to deliver the same.

Q-Why Is This Case Still Unsolved?

Did the FBI do everything they could with the information they collected? They have their limitations. 

Can this case be solved?  Absolutely!

JHIM-Beyond The Gap by David W. Tubman

It Had To Be Written

My first book did exactly what I had hoped it would. I wanted to encourage others to come forth. I wanted to provide a safe outlet to disclose what they know that could help resolve this decades-old cold case. Over the past five years, several individuals contacted me and provided additional critical details. Some corroborated what I found in my own research. Others blew me away with new first-hand information found only within these pages.

This book is a continuation of my journey to uncover the truth behind Jimmy Hoffa's disappearance. Building on the foundation laid out in the first edition, "Jimmy Hoffa Is Missing - The Gap," this sequel delves deeper into the mystery, presenting new facts and insights that have emerged over the past five years (Since 2020).

In this book, you will find information from firsthand and reliable sources, including eyewitness accounts and detailed forensic evidence. My goal is to provide a comprehensive and logical examination of the events surrounding Hoffa's disappearance, dispelling myths and falsehoods that have persisted for decades.

As the son of two actual eyewitnesses, I have a unique perspective and access to information that others may not. This has allowed me to piece together a more accurate and compelling narrative. I have also had the privilege of working with dedicated 'Truth Seekers' who have come forward with new details that may finally resolve this historical cold case.

Throughout this book, I will present the latest updates on alternative theories from experts such as Dan Moldea, Scott Burnstein, Charles Brandt, Steven Brill, and others. Additionally, I have included an extensive index of links to the research conducted by myself and other independent researchers, providing you with tools to explore the truth further. I hope this book not only brings us closer to solving the mystery of Jimmy Hoffa's disappearance but also offers closure to the Hoffa family, who have waited over 50 years to memorialize their father, James Riddle Hoffa. Although the subject matter isn’t pleasant, please enjoy knowing the truth as a small measure of justice, derived from what likely happened to James Riddle Hoffa on July 30, 1975.

Let's dig in.

~ How To Navigate This Guide ~

From the author:

You will notice right away that I have chosen a clean font with generous line spacing. I want your eyes to be relaxed as you work through the mountain of information here, and in the Resource Cloud Companion, which I have linked at the end of the book. (see QR Code)

You can read straight through from page 1 or jump around using the ‘Content Index’ to zero in on whatever topic you are after. I designed this  Researchers & Collectors Guide to be kept as a long-term reference. What makes it different is the Cloud Companion: I will update it as new information breaks, and it will mirror the guide’s Sections and Chapters for easy continuity.

The sections and chapters are arranged in chronological order and grouped by main topic. Each chapter is connected to the section's shared theme. I’ll give enough detail in the book to interpret what matters, while keeping the heavier documents, overflow, and supporting material in the online research cloud companion.

At the outset, I review the previous book and provide an overview of its essential facts. This guide is meant to build on those proven facts, not rehash them—especially if you have already read the 2020 edition. I recommend reading ‘The Gap’ first, but the summary chapters of ‘Section I’ will help with the foundation for the reader to build upon, so read on for now. You can go back later and read the previous edition and complete the puzzle. 

Fuhgeddaboudit!

Make room in your mind for new stuff. It is best to abandon whatever you think you already know and rebuild it from scratch. You will be able to add back a whole new perspective after reviewing this content.

If you must, you can grab back whatever you wish. Those ideas you cannot live without. Some may even reappear between these covers. By the time you have completed this book, you will be more certain that you will know the complete story and its origins. 

Hard evidence comes first.

Forensics matter - Documentation matters - Facts must outweigh hearsay. The evidence most intricately linked to the main event of July 30, 1975, should be given greater weight, as the thousands of leads and misdirection have not yet tainted it.

What are the multiple perspectives & theories?

Everyone has a given perspective. I will express my thoughts, then I’ll open the forum to other notable theories and witness accounts. I consider the accounts featured here to be the most prominent and credible theories submitted by the sources themselves. It is the ideal compilation of accounts for the Truth Seeker, the Independent Researcher-Investigator.

In “Alternate Perspectives,” the individuals themselves were invited to write the perspectives featured in the book. My personal comments are not an open challenge, as I choose to remain unbiased and keep my door open to ANYONE who claims to know more and can back it up with evidence, not hearsay. This is a shared experience. I’m not the holder of all the truth about James Riddle Hoffa.

Bonus Chapter: “Could This Be the Final Chapter?”

As I say, I am always open to new witnesses. This one is the most recent. It may be the only one that can easily produce the remains of Jimmy Hoffa, so pay attention as I describe it and how it came to me in April of 2025. If it holds up as claimed, this will be the final chapter written about James Riddle Hoffa. It’s been handed over to the proper authorities and is pending their action.

Research & Resources-Cloud Companion

You need to know where all this stuff came from. I source material throughout. I added some in the back matter sections and provided a QR Code linked to the ‘Cloud Companion.’ A bank of information where I can deposit updates and detailed information that's larger than a book can effectively contain. Updates are better than printing more books, so check here for them.

Finally:

I am open to all who may have been holding on to something they saw or heard and have remained silent out of fear until now.



CONTACT ME

You have an open invitation to contact me. I am not offended by rational dialogue or critical challenges to my own views—I welcome them. And if you still have unanswered questions, want to correct something, or you (or someone you know) have kept quiet about a related personal experience for five decades, I especially want to hear from you.

You can reach me through my media pages. Search for:

dwtubman.com or JHIMTG on Facebook or YouTube.

OR just email me directly.

Preferred contact: dwtubman@comcast.net



Because you have picked up this book

I consider you to be an IRI,

An Independent Researcher & Investigator.

That is what sets us apart from all the rest.

Jimmy Hoffa's Legacy

Jimmy Hoffa was a prominent labor union leader who served as President of the International Brotherhood of Teamsters (IBT) from 1957 until 1971. Known for his charisma and tenacity, Hoffa was instrumental in building the Teamsters into one of the most powerful unions in the United States. His leadership style, however, was often controversial, and his connections to organized crime made him a target of intense scrutiny.

Despite the controversy, Hoffa's influence on labor rights and union practices cannot be understated. He negotiated significant improvements in wages, benefits, and working conditions for truck drivers and other workers, leaving a lasting impact on the American labor movement.

What Do People Born Since 1975 Know About Hoffa?

Many people born after the Baby Boom generation know him through cultural references, documentaries, and dramatizations. Movies like "Hoffa" (1992) starring Jack Nicholson, and more recently, "The Irishman" (2019), directed by Martin Scorsese, have kept his story in the public eye.

Media Portrayal-These portrayals often focus on Hoffa's powerful personality and his ties to the mob, painting a picture of a complex man caught between his dedication to the working class and the darker elements of organized crime. These blended roles make Hoffa a historical figure of intrigue and interest.

Educational Context: Hoffa is commonly mentioned in schools when discussing labor history and the social and political environment in America during the mid-1900s. Students learn about his contributions to unionism, his battles with the government, and the legal troubles that eventually led to his imprisonment.

FAQ’s That Persist

What Happened on July 30, 1975?

The last known sighting of Hoffa occurred outside the Machus Red Fox restaurant in Bloomfield Township, Michigan. He was waiting to meet two mobsters, Anthony Giacalone and Anthony Provenzano. After that day, no one ever saw him again.  What transpired in those moments remains unknown.

Why Was Jimmy Hoffa Eliminated?

In short, Jimmy was just being Jimmy. Call him a ‘Type A,’ a control freak, or just passionate about the common laborer. All true, but in his case, knowing when it is time to leave the party was the difference between life and death. 

Who Was Involved?

Speculation about who might have been involved in Hoffa's disappearance ranges from organized crime figures to corrupt union officials. Several theories propose that he was murdered either to stop him from reclaiming influence within the union or because the mob saw him as a danger, since he was threatening to block pension funds from being used for their casinos and other ventures.  Some people on the fringes believe the government was involved or at least complicit, which, according to some, explains why the case remains unsolved.  

Where Is His Body?

One of the most crucial questions is the location of Hoffa's remains. Many tips have resulted in unsuccessful searches across Michigan, Florida, California, and the East Coast. Despite extensive investigations, no definitive evidence has surfaced.

Will We Ever Know the Truth?

As the decades pass, the possibility of uncovering the full truth about Hoffa's disappearance diminishes. Many of the key players are deceased, and any physical evidence may have long since deteriorated or been destroyed. However, the ongoing fascination with the case continues to yield new leads and theories.

Will There Be A Conclusion?

Without the remains, the case will always carry a question mark. Some will exploit the ‘Shock & Awe’ of the case to make a buck. But forensics is the key. The more facts and forensics are involved, the more actionable the puzzle pieces become.

Doing my part, This Researcher’s & Investigator’s Guide is intended to spawn new clues and evidence. As it was with my first edition. It is my hope and intent that this will encourage more eyewitnesses to come forward. Although most suspects are no longer present, several individuals who remain may have additional information that has not been previously disclosed. If the plan is to take truth to your grave, I pray God has mercy on your soul. However, may this also be an invitation to clear the air and do what’s right. To those individuals, I say:

“What do YOU know about the fate of Jimmy Hoffa?”

“You almost had to live through it to really know the gut-ripping misery of the depression during the early thirties which led to labor's bloodiest and most violent days."

~ Jimmy Hoffa~
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Chapter One: Rewind & Review

Part 1: Rewind-JHIM The Gap (2020)

Part 2: Review-The Established Facts

Chapter Two: Reset & Fast Forward

Part 1: Reset

Part 2: Fast Forward

“Truth” over “Fear” 

“Truth defeats the gripping control that fear itself has on us. I have been open and vulnerable and have taken certain risks in revealing my family’s weaknesses and fears at significant personal risk. However, I know what it’s like on both sides of ‘Fear.’ How it chokes you. Paralyzes you. When we walk in ‘Truth,’ it brings freedom and power. Truth finds its way out in the open anyway. I believe my willingness to speak out is evident to my readership, and that is why I have become a conduit for their stories. If warranted, I have directed people to the FBI or other agencies for further action.”

- DWTubman

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

~ Chapter One ~
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Rewind & Review
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Part 1

Rewind: JHIM-The Gap (2020)
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In 2020, I created my first book, "Jimmy Hoffa Is Missing, The Gap." That book was unique because no one else could have told the story of two additional eyewitnesses who saw things on July 30, 1975, that they were never supposed to have seen. This is their story.

It remained a family secret until 2006, when I urged my mother to finally tell the FBI what she and my father told me they saw the day Jimmy Hoffa disappeared.

To summarize, if you have NOT read the 2020 edition.

I was living with my parents, Kenneth and Frances Tubman. I was 24 years old and newly married in 1975, and I had planned to move to the West Coast in mid-1976. To help us save some money for the move, my parents offered us a room and asked if we wanted to stay with them. They were renting a townhouse at Bloomfield Terrace on Woodward Avenue, in Bloomfield Township, Michigan. It was half a mile North of 15-Mile Road. It is still there, now called Colonial Terrace. Birmingham, Michigan, has since annexed Bloomfield Township, and Bloomfield Hills has annexed the area where the Red Fox was.

Mom was 57, and Dad was 62 at the time, the same age as Jimmy Hoffa. They had been planning a camping trip for Wednesday, July 30, to Friday, August 1, 1975, with my sister, Helen’s family. They had spent the morning packing their green Chevrolet for the venture. It would be about an hour and 20-minute drive, and the route they usually took was from the town home: go South on Woodward, turn right onto Maple, or take the 15-mile road to Telegraph, and go South. On Michigan Avenue, they would head West again over to Westland, where my sister lived. It would typically take them about an hour and twenty minutes in all, and they needed to arrive by 4:00pm that day. Frances later told me that they headed out between 2:15 and 2:30pm

The Machus Red Fox was well known throughout Metro Detroit as the place to have a business lunch or a classy dinner. If you forgot to bring your coat and tie, they had extras hanging in the coat check. 
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Since my father and mother lived North of 15-Mile Road on Woodward Avenue, they were within 15-20 minutes of the intersection and passed by the restaurant on their way to Westland that afternoon. When they left home, they headed South on Woodward, then West on Maple, and over to Telegraph Road (Hwy 24). Just as they turned South onto Telegraph, a large maroon colored car (1975 Mercury) swerved erratically from the Red Fox service drive toward mom and dad’s green Chevrolet. The sudden movement had caught Frances’s eye.

It appeared suddenly and positioned itself in the same #4 lane where they were traveling.  It was right behind their car at first, then, after a few moments, it pulled into the #3 lane beside them and drove at the same speed. Frances was in the front passenger seat and casually glanced over at the Mercury next to her. The driver was intently staring at her, so she stared back. She later described the driver as stocky, with a round face, a receding auburn hairline, and long sideburns. He was wearing a starched white shirt with a high collar, but no tie or jacket.

Then she noticed some commotion in the rear seat of the Mercury. Two large men in suits were fighting to keep something down on the back seat floor. Their knees were jammed high up into their chests and chins, and they were both working together trying to keep this thing down. The man closest to her held a rope or a strap in his hand, so in her mind she thought perhaps it was a “big old dog.” Dad drove cautiously as he looked at the driver and recognized him as Chuckie O’Brien, Jimmy Hoffa’s closest aide and so-called foster son.

The Tubman Route on July 30, 1975

Blue Line-Tubman Residence to Daughter’s Residence

Red Line-Red Fox to Raleigh House

Ken blurted out, “Frances! Stop looking at them. That’s the Mafia!” which made her want to look even more, of course.

Frances answered back: “Ken, those men in back are trying to hold down a big dog or something.” “Quit looking!’ - It’s the Mafia!” he said to her.

After a bit, the Mercury drifted back slightly but quickly returned right beside Frances - the same thing happened again. The driver was having a staring contest with Frances, and she stared right back.

The two men were still going at it in the back seat and fighting to keep something down on the floorboard. Dad got even more nervous about the attention they were getting, so Ken told Frances - “Frances! I said to stop looking at them - That’s Chuckie O’Brien - Do you want to wind up in the Detroit River?”

Then Ken decided he’d better slow up and create some distance between the cars, so he braked and let the Mercury go up ahead of him. They were getting close to 10 Mile Road, and those five miles were nerve-wracking. Chuckie O’Brien did not flinch, and neither did Frances. O’Brien sped up and moved the big Mercury in front of their car, as Ken lagged back several car lengths, and saw them turn left and go over behind the Raleigh House Banquet Hall.
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As they approached the traffic signal, Ken had slowed way down, and they wondered what had just happened. Both looked to the immediate left and saw the same car had stopped and parked behind the Southeast rear corner of the Raleigh House. It was sticking out about two-thirds of a car-length beyond the building. Ken knew that was where the kitchen service entrance was located. Ken and Frances couldn’t help but notice a large garbage truck already parked within feet of the Mercury. The garbage truck was facing toward Telegraph with the driver still seated behind the steering wheel, and he didn’t appear to be getting out.

Side Note: People often ask how my father knew who Chuckie O’Brien was. I covered much of his career in the 2020 edition, but briefly, during the early years of his hospitality career, he managed the 2400 Hotel in Washington, D.C., near the White House.

In 1956, we moved to Miami, where he managed the Balmoral Hotel from 1956 to 1959 on Miami Beach’s famous hotel strip. The owners also operated the Fontainebleau and the Kenilworth hotels further up the strip, and all three were widely believed to have mob ownership. Hoffa’s Teamster campaign convention was held there in 1957. From that point on, everyone knew who Jimmy Hoffa was—and Chuckie O’Brien, who was almost always at Hoffa’s side.

When we moved to Detroit in 1960, my father managed Darby’s Restaurant until 1968. Around that time, Ken’s car was discovered to have been wired after he switched suppliers from a mob-connected juice company (Home Juice). Fortunately, the device had fallen from the gas tank. Organized crime figures frequently dined at Darby’s, and Ken had to know many of them by name when seating them.

Although the owner, Sam Boesky, treated him well, my father eventually left Darby’s because he sensed it might be firebombed. A mobster’s wife, Judy Ruggirello, was openly carrying on an affair at the restaurant. Soon after my father left, Darby’s was burned to the ground, and three weeks later, Judy’s car, keys, and purse were discovered behind the burned-out restaurant.

During this period, my father also dealt regularly with Hoffa’s union pressures, as Darby’s employed about 450 non-union workers.

It was in 1968 that I met the Giacalones and attended one of their daughter’s weddings. My father believed they were trying to groom me, but I was only sixteen and seventeen years old at the time.

I would say my father had a very good understanding of who was who.

“Like Hell !”

“We Saw Him At The Raleigh House”
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My father knew the banquet hall well. 
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My dad, Kenneth Tubman, was hired by Sammy Lieberman in 1974 to become general manager of the banquet facility. One day before his start date, one of the vendors he knew from his years managing Darby’s Restaurant, from 1960 to 1968, warned him that Raleigh House was mob-owned. He desperately needed work but knew he had to turn down the job offer. His spirit was broken. He went into early retirement at age 61 instead. Ironically, if he had accepted the job in ’74, he might have been there to open the kitchen door when the Mercury arrived. Instead, he and Frances were 75 yards away, directly across Telegraph Road, and unknowingly, witnessing the biggest caper in Detroit’s history. Ken and Frances scratched their heads. It didn’t make any sense to them. Why would Chuckie O’Brien be so interested in them and their car? And why would two grown men be fighting so mad to keep a “big dog” down on the floor in the rear seat?

They continued to my sister’s house in Westland, arriving at 3:45pm as planned. Helen told me (in 2020) that all Mom wanted to talk about when they arrived was how the Mafia followed them on their way over to her house. Two days later, I watched the breaking news on television with them, saw the terror in their faces, and heard Dad say, “Like Hell - We saw him at the Raleigh House !”

The Raleigh House was located at 25300 Telegraph at 10-Mile in Southfield, Michigan.

Where are they now?

The Red Fox has changed hands and is now Andiamo's Restaurant.

Bloomfield Township has since been incorporated into the city of Bloomfield Hills.

The Raleigh House was replaced in the mid-1980s with an office complex. (The Raleigh Centre).

Kenneth and Frances Tubman are now deceased, and because the Tubmans decided to remain silent, the Red Fox was the last known location of Jimmy Hoffa that afternoon for the next 31 years.

In the 1976 HOFFEX Memo, FBI agents commented on the biggest problems they faced: "The biggest problem is that the only witnesses we have also happen to be the main suspects. If only more eyewitnesses saw the Mercury after it had left the Red Fox restaurant."

If they had only known.
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(See link: 2006 FBI interview w/Frances Tubman)

https://youtu.be/qd-uyr3B4x0?si=6Weaf4qy

AQzdcN-o 
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The Tubman Family Secret
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[image: ]Photo-Kenneth & Frances Tubman 1950 & 1975

Because of my father’s familiarity with mob activities and his prior run-ins with the mob, Ken would tell Frances to remain silent, for fear of being killed, and she did as he asked, never reporting what they saw to the police or the FBI. That is, until 31 years later, in 2006.

Kenneth passed away from cancer at the age of 75 in 1987. In 2006, when Mom was 89, she was still in their apartment in Westland, Michigan. I was living in Northern California and ran across a news article about the FBI dig at the Hidden Dreams Ranch, once owned by Rolland McMaster, and I realized they were still looking for Hoffa's remains. I had always figured they had solved the case long ago. I called, and when Mom said she and my dad never went forward, I convinced her to speak with the FBI. “After all, these people were all dead, and it was safe to talk to the FBI now.” Frances agreed, and I set the date and time for two field agents to visit her. Mom was so relieved. She was finally able to do her civic duty and report what she and my dad saw back in 1975. In 2009, I recorded Frances retelling the entire account in her own voice on camera. (Both items are linked in “Back Matter”).

When my mother died in 2011, she was 94, and I thought to myself, “What do I do with their story now? Do I just let it die as well?” So, I began researching all I could to see where it might lead me. I added “The Raleigh House” to my keyword searches and found more information corroborating their observations. 

But the book was never planned. Knowing what Ken and Frances had seen had opened a new path that no one else was on. So that propelled me on. I never hit a roadblock. That is – until I started making calls and tried to reveal the story to the media in 2019. That roadblock still exists today.
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The Author’s History of Contacts
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2006:  -Set up an FBI interview with Frances Tubman in Detroit.

2007: -Moved Frances to be with my family in Napa, California.

2009: -Watched the “Hoffa” movie and called Barbara Crancer.

-Tubman's story is told to Keith Corbett- “I’m retired now.”

-Ordered FOIA transcript from 2006.

-Made home video of Frances re: eyewitness account.

2018:-Dec: PC w/Scott Burnstein w/ story. “It’s got legs.”

2019:-Jan 7: Scott’s vague mention of the Tubman account.

-Feb: PC w/Eric Shawn- “That’s amazing!”  

The interview is scheduled but cancelled (Family concerns).

-Mar: PC w/James P. Hoffa “Thanks, I’ve got it from here.”

-PC w/Dan Moldea “Not interested-only looking for body.”

-Sep: EM Jack Goldsmith (read “In Hoffa’s Shadow”)

-Oct: PC w/Jack Goldsmith “That’s impossible; Evidence is in the appendix; You can do what you want w/story.”

(I said you might mention it to your father) “He’s too sick.”

2020:-Feb 13: O’Brien passed away (I sent condolences via EM).

-Spoke w/Sister, Helen. We never spoke re: Hoffa before.

Helen filled me in regarding our parents’ visit July 30-Aug 1

-I decided to create a book re: Family Secret & research 

-(Angry) O’Brien died without a confession letter.

-Rebuttal of false information in other books and movies

2020:-I started receiving various leads: Raleigh House, Central Sanitation, Ren Cen, MLK’s assassination, and others. 

2023:April: Eric Shawn: Ep #6 at Andiamo’s - (Red Fox)

2025: June: Eric Shawn: Ep #7 & Radio at Central Sanitation site.
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The Milen Family Secret
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Jax Kar Wash Reveal

2020-JAX KAR WASH – My call to Bruce Milen - Owner

(Paraphrased from Chapter 8 of ‘The Gap’)

With what my parents observed being #1, the 2nd and most crucial holdover from ‘The Gap’ is the other family secret, which would be The Milen Family Secret. Nobody else knows what I was told during my call to Bruce in March of 2020.

I was in the process of creating the first book manuscript in early 2020. I already knew about the counterclaims between Chuckie and JAX employees, and I also learned of the mysterious death of Joseph Spitz, the manager of JAX in 1975. It was another of the contradictions that filled Chuckie’s alibi timeline for the day, contradicting Jack Goldsmith's and Chuckie's claim. 

I searched the JAX website for a retro ‘75 company logo to use in chapter 8 of the book. All they had on the site was a newer version, and it looked too modern for a 1975-era story. So, I contacted the president and current owner, Bruce Milen, to ask if he still had the old logo. 

After I described the book content and told Bruce all about The Tubman Family Secret, he said, “Well! That’s amazing, Dave. We also have our OWN family secret.” He proceeded to fill me in on things that were never reported in the papers. Certainly not mentioned to the FBI. (Note: Bruce Milen reviewed and approved the content of Chapter 8 before publishing in 2020).

“The Gap” is the missing 90 minutes of O’Brien’s alibi.

After speaking with Bruce, the importance of JAX was elevated to the number 2 spot in the process of breaking apart Chuckie’s alibi. Jax Kar Wash is, I believe, the key element because it expands on what was known about what happened. And it exposes some major cover-ups in the case. I’m amazed it has not received more attention from the FBI than it has.

“O’Brien and the Milen family were close friends.” 

Bruce said his family was close friends with Chuckie back in the day. His dad, Jack, knew Chuckie didn’t have his own transportation and spotted O’Brien at the Red Fox early July 30 as he sat on the curb under the entrance canopy, and Jack offered him a ride. Jack testified as such at the Federal Grand Jury hearings in the Fall of 1975.

The JAX Cleaning Process: 

Bruce detailed the complete cleaning process at JAX: Dry-vac and shampoo the carpets, clean the seats using upholstery cleaner and wipe them down. Using a ‘wet-or-dry’ vacuum, dry out the carpeting. It’s an extensive cleaning process, especially given that fish blood was present. What is astonishingly amazing is that even a single hair with skin and blood traces was extracted from the car when it had been gone over on August 9, after it was impounded.

“Where Were You, Chuckie? 
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Where Were You?”

Joseph Spitz-JAX Manager
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O’Brien lied-Spitz died

Bruce Milen and I discussed what we both knew about the 1975 JAX manager Joseph Spitz’s mysterious death, which happened within 7 days of his calling out Chuckie O’Brien about the claim that he brought the Mercury to JAX on July 30 to have fish blood cleaned off the rear seat.

August 6, O’Brien interviewed with the FBI. Spitz spoke to a reporter on Aug 7 after learning of O’Brien’s claim. Spitz said: 

“You weren’t here that day, Chuckie! Where were you? Where were you, Chuckie?” 
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Joseph Spitz, age 55  

Joseph Spitz became severely ill soon after making the statement and died on Aug 14, 1975. His wife, Mary Spitz, said Joe’s health was perfect and all he had done was take an aspirin for stomach pain earlier that morning. No autopsy was performed as Mary would not authorize it. The FBI took possession of his corpse for 2 weeks before Mary’s attorney demanded it be released for burial. However, there are conflicting reports about what has happened to his remains? One report says it was cremated, and another report says the body was donated to Wayne State Medical School.

Detroit Free Press: Sat-Aug 16, 1975, pg. 7

The Michigan State Police have requested an autopsy by the Oakland County Medical Examiner. Spitz died Thursday, on August 14, just 7 days after challenging Chuckie O’Brien about a visit to JAX Kar Wash (31500 Grand River at Orchard Lake in Farmington Hills, MI). Joseph Spitz, JAX Kar Wash manager, was a key figure in the Hoffa case.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Who Said:
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“I’ve got fish blood in my back seat!

I need it cleaned up before it dries

and starts to stink.” 
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(Hint: It’s not who you think)

[image: ]


Bruce Milen gave me the biggest revelation of the entire case. He told me, “Chuckie O’Brien was not the one who brought the Mercury in for deep cleaning. It was a day or so after Hoffa disappeared when Joey Giacalone drove his 1975 maroon Mercury, all the way over from St. Clair Shores to JAX in Farmington Hills,” (a 45-minute drive).

Joey told JAX staff the exact words Chuckie had used during an FBI interview, which Chuckie had also told JAX workers on July 30: “I’ve got fish blood in my back seat! I need it cleaned up before it dries and starts to stink!”

Suspiciously, all gas charge receipt slips went missing during Joey's visit. What seems obvious to me is that Joey had a reason for the long drive-visit. The main portion of Chuckie’s alibi involved being at JAX and pushing the clock window of opportunity shut.

I am convinced Joey was sent to that particular JAX in Farmington Hills to pilfer the records from the file drawers. He was gathering counterfeit evidence to build an alibi and cover his tracks. Any car wash could have removed fish blood from a car seat. The FBI had already reviewed the car wash records, and there was no evidence that O’Brien had been there that day. Joey may have already lifted the gas receipts by the time the FBI was involved and visited JAX. Every JAX employee was shown pictures of the suspects and the Mercury, and they
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