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            "Time is a gift and a weapon, and in the wrong hands, it can rewrite the soul of the world."
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Foreword
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When Andrew first told me about The Hourglass Paradox, I am intrigued by the idea. A time travel story that’s not just about machines, dates, and destinations, but about people, memories, and the moments that shape who we are.

Reading this book feels like taking a journey through the past, the future, and the human heart. Josephine’s travels are exciting, but what moves me most are the quiet, emotional scenes, the way she reconnects, sees her loved ones in a new light, and learns to treasure the present.

Andrew has a gift for weaving vivid descriptions with heartfelt storytelling. The worlds he creates, whether they’re set in a distant future or a nostalgic past, feel real and alive. More than once, I find myself stopping to imagine what I will do if I can step through the same portal.

This is more than a science fiction adventure. It is a gentle reminder that time is precious, life is fragile, and love is the thread that connects it all. I believe you’ll close this book not only entertained but also inspired.

Enjoy the journey.

Joshua Tan Poh Kong

August 10, 2025
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Preface
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The concept of time travel captivates me deeply. Numerous individuals have claimed to experience it, but can we truly believe their assertions? The Hollywood film "Back to the Future" masterfully depicts the notion of time travel. The Hourglass Paradox is born from this fascination and from my own question, “What if I can walk through time as easily as I walk through a door?”

Josephine’s journey is not just a time travel adventure; it is a mirror to our own world. Through her eyes, we witness a future that unsettles her and a past that reminds her of simpler, slower days. The unyielding advancement of technology in the future erodes the essence of human warmth.  The soothing flow of bygone times allows her to withdraw from the breakneck pace of modern life.

To whet your appetite, here is a short synopsis of the novel.

“Josephine Adam never expected time travel to land her in the middle of humanity’s darkest future. The Beast rules the world, his mark 666 burned into his forehead, his grip on power absolute. But Josephine has one chance to change it all. Racing back to the year before his rise, she must stop his coming, before prophecy becomes reality. Time is slipping away and so is hope.”

I invite you to step into an extraordinary time travel adventure with Josephine as she explores the fascinating realms of time through her leaps.

Dr. Andrew C. S. Koh

August 10, 2025
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Reader’s Note
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Dear Reader,

Before you step into Josephine’s world, I want to invite you to slow down. This is not a story to be rushed through, but one to be explored, like strolling through the old neighborhood, or sitting quietly to watch the stars.

You may find yourself smiling at the simplicity of the past or unsettled by the uncertainty of the future. You may relate to the moments Josephine shares with loved ones and friends who do not recognize her.

I hope that these pages will not only entertain you but also stir something deeper, like memories you have forgotten, or questions you never dare to ask. It may also spark a renewed sense of wonder for the present moment you are experiencing right now.

So, take your time. Step into the Hourglass portal with Josephine. Let the years unfold around you. And when you turn the last page, I hope you’ll find that the journey has been worth every step.

Happy reading, 

Andrew C. S. Koh
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Prologue

Sands of Time
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They tell Josephine time is like a river, steady, linear, unidirectional, and inevitable, but they are wrong.

Time is like an ocean, vast and untamed, with currents that can pull you into the past, hurl you into the future, or strand you in places that never existed.

The golden sand of the Hourglass portal flows not through minutes and seconds, but through years and decades. Each cascading drop stands for a choice and the impact it brings.

Her first journey has been accidental. A shimmer of light, a flash of cold; she stands in a world she can barely comprehend. A future rules by the Beast, the False Prophet, robots, and machines. A world where freedom is scanned, and humanity is programmed.

Since then, she has traveled backward and forward, walking in dusty streets long since forgotten and robotic cities yet to come. She has glimpsed a future yet to unfold and has discovered an ancient world that has long since forgotten her.

Now, as the Hourglass portal turns in her mind again, Josephine reminds herself again, destiny is never linear. It has waited, and now, it continues to wait for her.
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Chapter 1 

Chronos Keeper
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In the heart of Hourvault city, tucked behind rows of aging shop houses and a forgotten public park, stands an old forgotten building no one dares to enter. Its walls are cracked and mottled with moss; its windows sealed with rusting steel shutters. The locals call it the Chronos Keeper. The name's origin is a mystery, like a phantom in the lively world.

The Chronos Keeper carries many stories. Some swear they have seen pale lights flicker through the cracks at night. Others whisper that it has been part of a government project so secret that everyone who worked there vanished overnight. A few, mostly old-timers sitting at coffee shops, claim it is cursed. Some have suggested that it is a place where time is suspended. As a result, most people prefer to circumvent it altogether, often opting to cross the street instead.

Unlike most people, Josephine Adam stands out from the crowd. At sixty nine, she has already built a successful career as a historian and tech executive. She spends her days piecing together fragments of the past from brittle documents and yellowed photographs. 

But the mystery of the Chronos Keeper is unlike any other; it cannot be resolved from behind a desk. From her teenage years, she feels a strong curiosity about it, but she never has the chance to explore beyond its locked gates.

The arrival of her late grandfather’s key changes everything. It comes in a small, battered envelope, slipped into her mailbox without a
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