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			FOREWORD

			Over the course of the years the English language has changed; it continues to change. When The Jerusalem Bible was published in 1966 it was the first full translation of the Bible into modern English. The translation of the biblical text itself was in fact a secondary initiative in that edition of the Bible. The primary purpose of The Jerusalem Bible was to make available to the English-speaking public the theological richness of the French Bible de Jérusalem elaborated over the previous twenty years at the French biblical school in Jerusalem. There, a team of scholars had applied to biblical study the advances of the previous century in archaeological, linguistic, literary and theological studies. It was also the era of the exciting discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls, in which the École biblique had played a major part. The translation of the text was secondary to that of the notes and introductions; it arose out of a need to support the notes with a new translation. However, the editor, Alexander Jones, a former student of the École biblique, at that time teaching in Liverpool, saw that a fresh translation of the text was needed to support the scholarship of the theological notes and introductions. For this purpose he assembled a skilled and distinguished literary team, which ensured that the biblical translation was hailed as an achievement in its own right. Nevertheless, the principal feature of this Bible was the mediation of the results of biblical research. Until then a fully annotated Bible had not been part of the English biblical tradition. One of the aims of the great King James Version, since 1611 the template and model of all English Bibles, had been to avoid commentary and annotation. King James himself had prescribed the elimination of all notes, for such notes had served largely as weapons in inter-confessional and indeed also political controversy.

			Soon after the publication of The Jerusalem Bible other modern translations began to appear, such as the Revised Standard Version and the Good News Bible (in the United States known as Today’s English Version) and the New International Version (1978). A major impetus was given to biblical studies and to the use of the Bible by the decree of the Second Vatican Council on the Bible, Lumen Gentium, and by the ecumenical movement, which rightly saw in the Bible a source of unity rather than a quarry for religious controversy.

			The appearance of a fresh edition of the French Bible de Jérusalem, produced with the co-operation of scholars from a wide range of religious backgrounds and named the La Bible Oecuménique (1976), prompted the English publishers, Darton, Longman and Todd, to initiate a second edition of The Jerusalem Bible. Knowledge of the Bible and of its background had advanced significantly in the decades since the original research in Jerusalem, and the progress of the ecumenical movement had made available a broader base of scholarship. As regards the text of the Bible it was also realised that the translations had relied too heavily on the French edition rather than the original languages of the Bible, Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek. For The New Jerusalem Bible (1985) the biblical text was revised, with closer attention to the original languages. For some Books of the Bible a completely new translation seemed necessary. The introductions and notes to the Books were revised and partially re-written, though still under the remote supervision of the École biblique. Every change required the permission of the Director of the School, which was on the whole courteously given, though very rarely international pressure had to be applied.

			Two decades later a request from the African biblical apostolate for a cheaper edition of The Jerusalem Bible led to a complete revision of the supporting material, independent of the Jerusalem school, though for financial reasons the biblical text of 1966 was retained. This was published by the Catholic Truth Society of London as The CTS New Catholic Bible in 2008. The supporting material produced for that edition has formed the basis of the present edition. The biblical text here presented is, however, a wholesale revision of the Jerusalem Bible text, chiefly under three guiding principles. The Bible was written to be proclaimed aloud rather than studied in silence; it is important, therefore, that the message of the Bible should be read out and heard intelligibly as well as understood in reflective meditation. Attention has also been given to rendering the language and imagery of the original languages accurately rather than by dynamic equivalence. Further, every attempt has also been made to show that the message of the Bible is directed to women and men equally, despite the inbuilt bias of the English language.

			Two important features of the Jerusalem Bible tradition and an innovation deserve mention. The marginal references, which contribute so much to the understanding of a text, have been rationalised. A New Testament text can often be fully appreciated only if it is realised that the passage is built on and assumes knowledge of an Old Testament background. Such key-references should not be drowned by reference to less important allusions. The Index to the Notes makes it possible to find in the notes the most important key-explanations of words, themes and ideas, together with the basic cross-references. As an innovation to make texts more immediately intelligible to current readers, ancient systems of measuring and timing (how many cubits were there in a stade?; how long was a Roman hour?) have been replaced by modern, metric equivalents. There is, therefore, no table of weights and measures. In this rapidly changing world monetary equivalents would soon be out of date, and in any case needs and opportunities for the use of money are utterly different.

			A word might be helpful about some details. Only just a detail is the Revised Grail Psalter. The original Grail Psalter (1963), nominally produced by the Ladies of the Grail, but with Hubert Richards as an important consultant, was revised in the early twenty-first century by Abbot Gregory Polan and monks of Conception Abbey, with modest contributions from the present editor of the RNJB, and finally published in 2008. Abbot Gregory kindly allowed a few ameliorations for the Psalter’s use in this edition of the RNJB. Two other details concern names. Soon after his election as Pope, Benedict XVI was approached by the Chief Rabbi of Rome who said that the use of a possible vocalisation of the divine name was offensive to Jews. Pope Benedict submitted the matter to the Pontifical Biblical Commission and we recommended the use of ‘LORD’, with small capitals, for YHWH, a suggestion which the Pope accepted. A further question arose over the translation of the Greek Christos. It has been pointed out that in some biblical writing, especially St Paul, this is both a confessional and an honorific title which should remain as such in translation. In other writings, however, especially the gospels, it is used to express that Jesus is precisely the fulfilment of the messianic hopes. On these occasions, therefore, it has been translated ‘Messiah’.

			Praise and thanks are due especially to Frank Moloney, who read through the whole script of the New Testament, to Karen Wilson, who copy-edited the whole, and to Andrew Carter, who made valuable suggestions about English usage throughout the volume. All these made substantial improvements. We would also like to thank Abbot Gregory Polan for making available the text of the New Grail Psalter for this edition, and generously permitting some minor changes in the text of the psalms. For this edition the Hebrew numbering of the psalms, espoused by the École biblique, rather than the Greek has been retained. My special thanks are due also to David Moloney, editorial director of Darton, Longman and Todd, who has worked tirelessly in preparing this volume for publication.

			Henry Wansbrough

			Ampleforth Abbey, York

			June 2019

		

	
		
			PREFACE

			Italics Italics in the New Testament indicate a quotation from the Old Testament.

			Marginal References The source of an italicised quotation in the text is always given first.

			Introductions and Notes It is assumed that a reader consulting the Notes will already have read the Introduction to a Book, so that material given in the Introductions is not normally repeated in the Notes. In the synoptic gospels the priority of Mk is assumed as a working hypothesis, so that notes given to a passage in Mk are not repeated in the parallel passages of Mt or Lk. For a passage parallel in Mt and Lk, notes given in Mt are not repeated in Lk.

			Abbreviations in the Notes and References

			
				
						
						Ch.

					
						
						Chapter

					
				

				
						
						Gk

					
						
						Greek

					
				

				
						
						Hebr.

					
						
						Hebrew

					
				

				
						
						ms, mss

					
						
						manuscript(s)

					
				

				
						
						NT

					
						
						New Testament

					
				

				
						
						OT

					
						
						Old Testament

					
				

				
						
						Past

					
						
						Pastoral Letters (1-2 Tim, Tt)

					
				

				
						
						v., vv.

					
						
						verse(s)

					
				

				
						
						+

					
						
						further marginal references are given at the reference so marked

					
				

				
						
						=

					
						
						parallel passage within the same Book

					
				

				
						
						//

					
						
						parallel passage in another Book

					
				

				
						
						➔

					
						
						passage later used or quoted at the reference given

					
				

			

		

	
		
			ABBREVIATIONS

			THE OLD TESTAMENT

			
				
						
						Gn

					
						
						Genesis

					
				

				
						
						Ex

					
						
						Exodus

					
				

				
						
						Lv

					
						
						Leviticus

					
				

				
						
						Nb

					
						
						Numbers

					
				

				
						
						Dt

					
						
						Deuteronomy

					
				

				
						
						Jos

					
						
						The Book of Joshua

					
				

				
						
						Jg

					
						
						The Book of Judges

					
				

				
						
						Rt

					
						
						The Book of Ruth

					
				

				
						
						1 S

					
						
						The First Book of Samuel

					
				

				
						
						2 S

					
						
						The Second Book of Samuel

					
				

				
						
						1 K

					
						
						The First Book of Kings

					
				

				
						
						2 K

					
						
						The Second Book of Kings

					
				

				
						
						1 Ch

					
						
						The First Book of Chronicles

					
				

				
						
						2 Ch

					
						
						The Second Book of Chronicles

					
				

				
						
						Ezr

					
						
						The Book of Ezra

					
				

				
						
						Ne

					
						
						The Book of Nehemiah

					
				

				
						
						Tb

					
						
						Tobit

					
				

				
						
						Jdt

					
						
						Judith

					
				

				
						
						Est

					
						
						Esther

					
				

				
						
						1 M

					
						
						The First Book of Maccabees

					
				

				
						
						2 M

					
						
						The Second Book of Maccabees

					
				

				
						
						Jb

					
						
						Job

					
				

				
						
						Ps

					
						
						The Psalms

					
				

				
						
						Pr

					
						
						The Proverbs

					
				

				
						
						Qo

					
						
						Ecclesiastes/Qoheleth

					
				

				
						
						Sg

					
						
						The Song of Songs

					
				

				
						
						Ws

					
						
						The Book of Wisdom

					
				

				
						
						Si

					
						
						Ecclesiasticus/Ben Sira

					
				

				
						
						Is

					
						
						Isaiah

					
				

				
						
						Jr

					
						
						Jeremiah

					
				

				
						
						Lam

					
						
						Lamentations

					
				

				
						
						Ba

					
						
						Baruch

					
				

				
						
						Ezk

					
						
						Ezekiel

					
				

				
						
						Dn

					
						
						Daniel

					
				

				
						
						Hos

					
						
						Hosea

					
				

				
						
						Jl

					
						
						Joel

					
				

				
						
						Am

					
						
						Amos

					
				

				
						
						Ob

					
						
						Obadiah

					
				

				
						
						Jon

					
						
						Jonah

					
				

				
						
						Mi

					
						
						Micah

					
				

				
						
						Na

					
						
						Nahum

					
				

				
						
						Hab

					
						
						Habakkuk

					
				

				
						
						Zp

					
						
						Zephaniah

					
				

				
						
						Hg

					
						
						Haggai

					
				

				
						
						Zc

					
						
						Zechariah

					
				

				
						
						Ml

					
						
						Malachi

					
				

			

			THE NEW TESTAMENT

			
				
						
						Mt

					
						
						The Gospel according to Matthew

					
				

				
						
						Mk

					
						
						The Gospel according to Mark

					
				

				
						
						Lk

					
						
						The Gospel according to Luke

					
				

				
						
						Jn

					
						
						The Gospel according to John

					
				

				
						
						Ac

					
						
						Acts of the Apostles

					
				

				
						
						Rm

					
						
						Romans

					
				

				
						
						1 Co

					
						
						1 Corinthians

					
				

				
						
						2 Co

					
						
						2 Corinthians

					
				

				
						
						Ga

					
						
						Galatians

					
				

				
						
						Ep

					
						
						Ephesians

					
				

				
						
						Ph

					
						
						Philippians

					
				

				
						
						Col

					
						
						Colossians

					
				

				
						
						1 Th

					
						
						1 Thessalonians

					
				

				
						
						2 Th

					
						
						2 Thessalonians

					
				

				
						
						1 Tm

					
						
						1 Timothy

					
				

				
						
						2 Tm

					
						
						2 Timothy

					
				

				
						
						Tt

					
						
						Titus

					
				

				
						
						Phm

					
						
						Philemon

					
				

				
						
						Heb

					
						
						Hebrews

					
				

				
						
						Jm

					
						
						James

					
				

				
						
						1 P

					
						
						1 Peter

					
				

				
						
						2 P

					
						
						2 Peter

					
				

				
						
						1 Jn

					
						
						1 John

					
				

				
						
						2 Jn

					
						
						2 John

					
				

				
						
						3 Jn

					
						
						3 John

					
				

				
						
						Jude

					
						
						Jude

					
				

				
						
						Rv

					
						
						The Revelation to John

					
				

			

		

	
		
			THE OLD
TESTAMENT

		

	
		
			THE PENTATEUCH

			Introduction

			The name ‘Pentateuch’ means ‘fivefold’ in Greek, because the five books which compose it were written on five different scrolls of roughly equal length. It is the basic Torah, the ‘Law’ or more exactly ‘Instruction’ of Israel, the foundation of all Israel’s life. It contains the stories which express the relationship of the world to God, the singling out of a family and then a tribe as God’s chosen people, and the instructions of how they must live to be God’s very own.

			These written works evolved and developed over many centuries, in the way that the traditions of any people do, a tradition living and vibrant, learning from and adapting to varying circumstances and needs. For Jews it is the basic part of the Bible, for Samaritans the only part, for Christians the foundation of all that is to follow.

		

	
		
			GENESIS

			Introduction

			Genesis is the book of beginnings. The first eleven chapters relate in historical form the biblical view of certain universal truths, the dependence of the universe on a creator, the place of human beings within this universe, their special relationship to the creator, their special dignity, their ineradicable tendency to failure and the repeated need of the creator to scour and forgive. The stories make use of imagery and language common to Near Eastern (especially Babylonian) religious poetry, but use these pictures to convey a quite different analysis of the structure of reality.

			After these chapters we are introduced to the folk-history of epic heroes who stand at the starting point of Israel’s history. The first hero of the book is Abraham. God calls him to leave his homeland and set out into the unknown, promising him protection, numerous descendants and a land. Two other heroes, Isaac, an elusive character, and the trickster Jacob, succeed to the promise. The story of these three is compounded of family adventures, feuds and frustrations, heroic and unheroic episodes, and incidents explaining names, places and customs which were felt to date from the dawn of the people’s history. Through them all runs the thread of the promise of a land by their own protector, the God of the Fathers. Finally the next stage of the history is reached in a brilliantly polished and literary story of the move, under Joseph’s patronage, of the whole clan into Egypt. Once there, they are ready for the decisive moment of the Exodus.

			How the book came to be written

			The traditions gathered here are obviously drawn from a variety of sources. There are occasional clashes and contradictions and widespread evidence of particular interests and concerns. During most of the twentieth century scholars thought to discern four separate traditions in the Pentateuch, each with its own agenda:

			
					
					The Yahwist (who calls God ‘Yahweh’, and presents an awesome, but familiar and caring anthropomorphic deity). This was considered the oldest stream of tradition, preserved in Abraham’s country around his tomb in the southern city of Hebron.

				

					
					The Elohist (who initially calls God ‘Elohim’, and is less bewitching as a storyteller but morally more sophisticated). These were traditions brought from the northern part of Israel by the exiles from Samaria in 721 BC.

				

					
					The Deuteronomist (strongly aware of the disastrous later history of Israel). This stratum, stronger in the later books of the Pentateuch than in Genesis, was often associated with Josiah’s reform in 622 BC.

				

					
					The priestly writer (whose interests are in genealogies, ages and the later sacred institutions of the people). Such matters became all-important in the Judaism of the Exile. A perfect example is Gn 1.

				

			

			Colour-coded editions were even published, attributing single verses to different traditions. Though these distinct interests cannot be denied, and add spice to the reading, recent scholarship has doubted that there is sufficient coherence to speak of four separate traditions, certainly not in written form.

			Another question among scholars has been the date of composition. There is little doubt that the book reached its final form after the end of the Babylonian Exile. Some scholars hold that the first real figure in the history of Israel is Jacob, who is mentioned in the eighth-century prophetic writings, and that the stories of Abraham are exilic. However, oral traditions of a people can be handed down accurately for centuries. Abraham has commonly been placed against a background of Near Eastern laws and customs of c. 1850 BC, but such laws and customs obtained for many centuries. It would be reasonable to suppose, therefore, that the traditions about the patriarchs remained shadowy until the Exile and reached their present elaboration only then.

			Plan of the book
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		GENESIS

		I. THE ORIGIN OF THE WORLD AND OF THE HUMAN RACE

		A. The Creation and the Fall

		The creation of the worlda [2:4b–25]

		1 1 In the beginning God created heaven and earth. [Ps 8; Pr 8:22; → Jn 1:1; → Col 1:15] 2 Now the earth was a formless void,b there was darkness over the deep, with the spirit of God sweeping over the waters. 3 God said, ‘Let there be light,’ and there was light. 4 God saw that light was good, and God separated light from darkness. 5 God called light ‘day’, and darkness he called ‘night’. And there was evening and morning, the first day.

		6 God said, ‘Let there be a domec in the midst of the waters to divide the waters in two.’ And so it was. 7 God made the dome, and it divided the waters under the dome from the waters above the dome. 8 God called the dome ‘sky’. And there was evening and morning, the second day.

		9 God said, ‘Let the waters under the sky come together into a single mass, and let dry land appear.’ And so it was. 10 God called the dry land ‘earth’ and the mass of waters ‘seas’, and God saw that it was good. 11 God said, ‘Let the earth produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants, and fruit trees on earth, each bearing fruit of its own kind within it.’ And so it was. 12 The earth produced vegetation: the various kinds of seed-bearing plants and the fruit trees, each bearing fruit of its own kind within it. God saw that it was good. 13 And there was evening and morning, the third day.

		14 God said, ‘Let there be lightsd in the dome of heaven to separate day from night, and let them be signs for festivals, days and years. 15 Let them be lights in the dome of heaven to give light on the earth.’ And so it was. 16 God made the two great lights: the greater light to rule the day, the smaller light to rule the night, and the stars. 17 God set them in the dome of heaven to give light on the earth, 18 to rule the day and the night and to separate light from darkness. God saw that it was good. 19 And there was evening and morning, the fourth day.

		20 God said, ‘Let the waters teem with living creatures, and let birds wing their way above the earth across the dome of heaven.’ And so it was. 21 God created great sea monsters and all the creatures of every kind that glide and teem in the waters, and winged birds of every kind. God saw that it was good. 22 God blessed them, saying, ‘Be fruitful, multiply, and fill the waters of the seas; and let the birds multiply on land.’ 23 And there was evening and morning, the fifth day.

		24 God said, ‘Let the earth produce living creatures of every kind: cattle, creeping things and wild animals of every kind.’ And so it was. 25 God made wild animals in their own kind, and cattle in theirs, and all the creatures that creep along the earth in their own kind. God saw that it was good. 26 God said, ‘Let use make man in our own image, in the likenessf of ourselves, and let them be masters of the fish of the sea, the birds of heaven, the cattle, all the wild animals and all the creatures that creep along the earth.’

		27 God created man in the image of himself,

		in the image of God he created him,

		male and female he created them. [→ Mk 10:6a; → 1 Co 11:7]

		28 God blessed them, saying to them, ‘Be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth and subdue it. Be masters of the fish of the sea, the birds of heaven and all the creatures that creep along the earth.’ 29 God also said, ‘Look, to you I give all the seed-bearing plants on the surface of the earth, and all the trees with seed-bearing fruit; this will be your food. 30 And to all the wild animals, all the birds of heaven and all the living creatures that creep along the ground, I give all the foliage of the plants as their food.’g And so it was. 31 God saw all he had made, and indeed it was very good. And there was evening and morning, the sixth day.

		2 1​Thus heaven and earth were completed and all their array. 2 On the seventh day God had completed the work he had done. He rested on the seventh day after all the work he had been doing. 3 God blessed the seventh day and made it holy,a because on that day he rested after all his work of creating. [→ Heb 4:1a] 4 Such was the originb of heaven and earth when they were created.

		The garden of Eden and the test of free willc [1:1–2:4a]

		
			At the time when the LORD God made earth and heaven, 5 there was as yet no wild bush on the earth nor had any wild plant yet sprung up, for the LORD God had not sent rain on the earth, nor was there anyone to till the soil. 6 Instead, water came up from the ground and watered all the face of the earth. 7 The LORD God shaped man from the dustd of the ground and breathed the breath of life into his nostrils, and man became a living being. 8 The LORD God planted a garden in Edene in the east, and there put the man he had shaped. [Is 51:3; Ezk 28:13; 31:9] 9 From the soil, the LORD God caused to grow every kind of tree, pleasant to look at and good to eat, with the tree of lifef in the middle of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

		10 A river flowed from Eden to water the garden, and from there it divided to make four streams.g 11 The name of the first is Pishon, and this winds all through the land of Havilah where there is gold. 12 The gold of this country is pure; bdellium and cornelian stone are found there. 13 The name of the second river is Gihon, and this winds all through the land of Ethiopia. 14 The name of the third river is Tigris, and this flows to the east of Ashur. The fourth river is the Euphrates.

		15 The LORD God took the man and settled him in the garden of Eden to cultivate and keep it. 16 Then the LORD God gave the man this command, ‘You may eat of all the trees in the garden. 17 But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evilh you are not to eat; for the day you eat of that you shall die.’ 18 The LORD God said, ‘It is not good that the man should be alone. I shall make him a helperi as a partner.’ 19 So from the soil the LORD God shaped all the wild animals and all the birds of heaven. These he brought to the man to see what he would call them, and whatever the man called each living creature, that was its name. 20 The man gave names to all the cattle,j all the birds of heaven and all the wild animals, but no helper was found as a partner for the man. 21 Then the LORD God made the man fall into a deep sleep. And while he was asleep, he took one of his ribs and closed up the fleshk in its place. [→ 1 Co 6:16] 22 The LORD God built the rib he had taken from the man into a woman, and brought her to the man. 23 And the man said:

		‘This one at last is bone of my bones

		and flesh of my flesh!

		She shall be called Woman,l

		because she was taken from Man.’

		24 This is why a man leaves his father and mother and becomes attached to his wife, and the two become one flesh. 25 Now, both of them were naked, the man and his wife, and they were not ashamed.

		The Fall

		3 1 Now, the snakea was the most cunning of all the wild animals that the LORD God had made. It asked the woman, ‘Did God really say you were not to eat from any of the trees in the garden?’b 2 The woman answered the snake, ‘We may eat the fruit of the trees in the garden. 3 It was of the fruit of the tree in the middle of the garden that God said, “You must not eat it, nor touch it, under pain of death.” ’ 4 Then the snake said to the woman, ‘No! You will not die! 5 God knows that the day you eat it your eyes will be opened and you will be like gods, knowing good from evil.’ 6 The woman saw that the tree was good to eat and pleasing to the eye, and that it was desirable for the wisdom that it could give. So she took some of its fruit and ate it. She also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate it. 7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened and they realised that they were naked.c So they sewed fig leaves together to make themselves loincloths.

		8 They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. [1 K 19:13] 9 But the LORD God called to the man. ‘Where are you?’ he asked. 10 He replied, ‘I heard the sound of you in the garden. I was afraid because I was naked, so I hid.’ 11 He said, ‘Who told you that you were naked? Have you been eating from the tree from which I forbade you to eat?’ 12 The man replied, ‘The woman you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate it.’ 13 Then the LORD God said to the woman, ‘What is this that you have done?’ The woman replied, ‘The snake tempted me and I ate.’ 14 Then the LORD God said to the snake, ‘Because you have done this,

		‘Cursed are you

		of all cattle and wild animals!

		On your belly you shall go

		and on dust you shall feed,

		all the days of your life.

		15 I shall put enmity

		between you and the woman,

		and between your offspring and hers;

		he will bruise your head

		and you will strike his heel.’d

		16 To the woman he said:e

		‘I shall give you intense pain in childbearing,

		in pain you shall give birth to children.

		Your yearning shall be for your husband,

		and he shall rule you.’

		17 To the man he said:

		‘Because you listened to the voice of your wife

		and ate from the tree from which I had forbidden you to eat,

		cursed be the soil because of you!

		In pain you shall get your food from it

		all the days of your life.

		18 Brambles and thistles shall it yield for you,

		as you eat the produce of the land.

		19 By the sweat of your face

		shall you earn your food,

		until you return to the ground,

		for from there you were taken.

		For dust you are

		and to dust you shall return.’

		20 The man named his wife ‘Eve’ because she was the mother of all those who live.f 21 The LORD God made tunics of skins for the man and his wife to clothe them. 22 Then the LORD God said, ‘See, the man has become like one of us in knowing good from evil, he must not be allowed to reach out his hand and pick from the tree of life too, and eat and live for ever!’ 23 So the LORD God expelled him from the garden of Eden, to till the soil from which he had been taken. 24 He banished the man, and in front of the garden of Eden he posted the cherubim and the fiery flashing sword,g to guard the way to the tree of life.

		Cain and Abela

		4 1 The man had intercourse with his wife Eve, and she conceived and gave birth to Cain, saying, ‘I have acquired a man with the help of the LORD.’b 2 She gave birth to a second child, Abel, the brother of Cain. Now Abel became a shepherd and kept flocks, while Cain tilled the soil. 3 Time passed and Cain brought some of the produce of the soil as an offering for the LORD, 4 while Abel for his part brought the first-born of his flock and some of their fat as well. The LORD looked with favour on Abel and his offering. 5 But he did not look with favour on Cain and his offering, and Cain was very angry and downcast. 6 The LORD asked Cain, ‘Why are you angry and downcast? 7 If you are doing right, surely you ought to hold your head high! But if you are not doing right, Sin is crouching at the door hungry to get you. You can still master it.’

		8 Cain said to his brother Abel, ‘Let us go out’; and while they were in the open country, Cain set on his brother Abel and killed him. 9 The LORD asked Cain, ‘Where is your brother Abel?’ He replied, ‘I do not know. Am I my brother’s guardian?’ 10 The LORD asked, ‘What have you done? Your brother’s blood is crying out to me from the ground. 11 Now cursed are you from the ground that has opened its mouth to receive your brother’s blood at your hands. 12 When you till the ground it will no longer give you its strength. A homeless wanderer shall you be on earth.’ 13 Then Cain said to the LORD, ‘My punishment is greater than I can bear. 14 Look, today you have driven me from the face of the earth. I must hide from you, and be a homeless wanderer on earth, and anyone who comes across me will kill me!’ 15 The LORD replied, ‘Very well, then,c anyone who kills Cain will suffer a sevenfold vengeance.’ Then the LORD put a mark on Cain, so that no one coming across him would kill him. 16 Cain left the LORD’s presence and settled in the land of Nod,d east of Eden.

		The descendants of Caine

		17 Cain had intercourse with his wife, and she conceived and gave birth to Enoch. He built a city and gave it the name of his son Enoch. 18 Enoch fathered Irad, and Irad fathered Mehujael; Mehujael fathered Methushael, and Methushael fathered Lamech. 20 Lamech married two women: the name of the first was Adah and the name of the second was Zillah. 19 Adah gave birth to Jabal: he was the ancestor of tent-dwelling herdsmen. 21 His brother’s name was Jubal: he was the ancestor of all who play the harp and the pipe. 22 Zillah gave birth to Tubal-Cain: he was the ancestor of all who work copper and iron. Tubal-Cain’s sister was Naamah. 23 Lamech said to his wives:

		‘Adah and Zillah, hear my voice,

		wives of Lamech, listen to what I say:

		I killed a man for wounding me,

		a boy for striking me.

		24 Sevenfold vengeance for Cain,

		but seventy-sevenfold for Lamech.’f

		Seth and his descendantsg

		25 Adam had intercourse with his wife, and she gave birth to a son whom she named Seth, saying ‘God has granted me other offspring in place of Abel, since Cain has killed him.’ 26 A son was also born to Seth, and he named him Enosh. This man was the first to invoke the name of the LORD.

		The patriarchs before the flooda

		5 1 This is the roll of Adam’s descendants: On the day that God created Adam he made him in the likeness of God. 2 Male and female he created them. He blessed them and gave them the name ‘man’, when they were created.

		3 When Adam was one hundred and thirty years old he fathered a son, in his likeness, after his image, and he called him Seth. 4 Adam lived for eight hundred years after the birth of Seth and he fathered sons and daughters. 5 In all, Adam lived for nine hundred and thirty years; then he died.

		6 When Seth was one hundred and five years old he fathered Enosh. 7 After the birth of Enosh, Seth lived for eight hundred and seven years, and he fathered sons and daughters. 8 In all, Seth lived for nine hundred and twelve years; then he died. 9 When Enosh was ninety years old he fathered Kenan. 10 After the birth of Kenan, Enosh lived for eight hundred and fifteen years and he fathered sons and daughters. 11 In all, Enosh lived for nine hundred and five years; then he died.

		12 When Kenan was seventy years old he fathered Mahalalel. 13 After the birth of Mahalalel, Kenan lived for eight hundred and forty years and he fathered sons and daughters. 14 In all, Kenan lived for nine hundred and ten years; then he died.

		15 When Mahalalel was sixty-five years old he fathered Jared. 16 After the birth of Jared, Mahalalel lived for eight hundred and thirty years and he fathered sons and daughters. 17 In all, Mahalalel lived for eight hundred and ninety-five years; then he died.

		18 When Jared was one hundred and sixty-two years old he fathered Enoch. 19 After the birth of Enoch, Jared lived for eight hundred years and he fathered sons and daughters. 20 In all, Jared lived for nine hundred and sixty-two years; then he died.

		21 When Enoch was sixty-five years old he fathered Methuselah. 22 Enoch walked with God. After the birth of Methuselah, Enoch lived for three hundred years and he fathered sons and daughters. 23 In all, Enoch lived for three hundred and sixty-five years. 24 Enoch walked with God, then he was no more, because God took him.b

		25 When Methuselah was one hundred and eighty-seven years old he fathered Lamech. 26 After the birth of Lamech, Methuselah lived for seven hundred and eighty-two years and he fathered sons and daughters. 27 In all, Methuselah lived for nine hundred and sixty-nine years; then he died.

		28 When Lamech was one hundred and eighty-two years old he fathered a son. 29 He gave him the name Noah, saying, ‘Here is one who will bring us rest from our toil and the labour of our hands in the ground that the LORD cursed.’c 30 After the birth of Noah, Lamech lived for five hundred and ninety-five years and fathered sons and daughters. 31 In all, Lamech lived for seven hundred and seventy-seven years; then he died.

		32 When Noah was five hundred years old he fathered Shem, Ham and Japheth.

		The sons of God and womena

		6 1 When people began being numerous on earth, and daughters had been born to them, 2 the sons of God, looking at the women, saw how beautiful they were and married as many of them as they chose. 3 The LORD said, ‘My spirit cannot remain for ever in human beings, for they are only flesh; let the time allowed each be one hundred and twenty years.’ 4 The Nephilimb were on earth in those days (and even afterwards) when the sons of God resorted to the women, and had children by them. These were the mighty warriors of days gone by, men of renown.

		B. The floodc

		The corruption of the human race

		5 The LORD saw that human wickedness was great on earth and that the human heart contrived nothing but wicked schemes all day long. 6 The LORD regretted having made human beings on earth and was grieved at heart. 7 And the LORD said, ‘I shall destroy from the face of the earth the human beings I created – human and animal, the creeping things and the birds of heaven – for I regret having made them.’ 8 But Noah won favour in the sight of the LORD.

		9 These are the descendants of Noah. Noah was a good man, a righteous and blameless man among his contemporaries, and he walked with God. 10 Noah fathered three sons, Shem, Ham and Japheth. 11 Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight and full of violence. 12 God looked at the earth: it was corrupt, for corrupt were the ways of all living things on earth.

		Preparations for the flood

		13 God said to Noah, ‘I have decided that the end has come for all living things, for the earth is full of lawlessness because of human beings. So I am now about to destroy them and the earth. 14 Make yourself an arkd out of resinous wood. Make it of reeds and caulk it with pitch inside and out. 15 This is how to make it: the length of the ark is to be one hundred and thirty metres, its breadth twenty-two metres, and its height thirteen metres. 16 Make a roof to the ark, adding half a metre to its height. Put the entrance in the side of the ark, and make it with a lower, a middle and an upper deck. 17 For my part I am going to send the flood, the waters, on earth, to destroy all living things having the breath of life under heaven; everything on earth is to perish. [→ 2 P 2:5] 18 But with you I shall establish my covenant and you will go aboard the ark, yourself, your sons, your wife, and your sons’ wives along with you. 19 From all living creatures, from all living things, you must take two of each kind aboard the ark, to save their lives with yours; they shall be a male and a female. 20 Of every species of bird, of every kind of animal and of every kind of creature that creeps along the ground, two shall go with you so that they may live. 21 And take with you every kind of food that is eaten, and store it up to serve as food for yourself and them.’ 22 Noah did this; exactly as God commanded him, he did.

		7 1 The LORD said to Noah, ‘Go aboard the ark, you and all your household, for you alone of your contemporaries are righteous in my sight. 2 Of every clean animal you must take seven pairs, a male and its female; of the unclean animals you must take one pair, a male and its female, 3 and of the birds of heaven, seven pairs, a male and its female, to preserve their species on the face of the whole earth. 4 For in seven days’ time I shall make it rain on earth for forty days and forty nights, and I shall wipe out from the face of the earth every creature I have made.’ 5 Noah did all that the LORD had commanded him.

		6 Noah was six hundred years old when the flood came upon the earth. 7 Noah with his sons, his wife, and his sons’ wives boarded the ark to escape the waters of the flood. 8 Of the clean animals and the animals that are not clean, of the birds and all that creeps along the ground, 9 one pair boarded the ark with Noah, one male and one female, as God had commanded Noah. 10 Seven days later the waters of the flood came upon the earth. 11 In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second month, and on the seventeenth day of the month, that very day all the springs of the great deep burst through, and the sluices of heaven opened. 12 And heavy rain fell on earth for forty days and forty nights. 13 That very day Noah and his sons Shem, Ham and Japheth boarded the ark, with Noah’s wife and the three wives of his sons, 14 and with them every species of wild animal, every species of cattle, every species of creeping things that creep along the ground, every species of bird. 15 One pair of all that was alive and had the breath of life boarded the ark with Noah, 16 and those that went aboard were a male and female of all that was alive, as God had commanded him. Then the LORD shut him in.

		The flood

		17 The flood lasted forty days on earth. The waters increased, lifting the ark until it floated off the ground. 18 The waters rose, increasing greatly above the ground, and the ark drifted away over the waters. 19 The waters increased more and more above the ground until all the highest mountains under the whole of heaven were submerged. 20 The waters increased to seven metres above the submerged mountains. 21 And all living things that stirred on earth perished; birds, cattle, wild animals, all the creatures swarming over the earth, and all human beings. 22 Everything with the breath of life in its nostrils, everything on dry land, died. 23 He wiped out every living thing on the face of the earth, people, animals, creeping things and birds of the air; they were wiped out from the earth and only Noah was left, and those with him in the ark. 24 The waters increased on the earth for one hundred and fifty days.

		The flood subsides

		8 1 But God remembered Noah, and all the wild animals and all the cattle that were with him in the ark. God sent a wind across the earth and the waters began to subside. 2 The springs of the deep and the sluices of heaven were stopped up and the rain from heaven was held back. 3 Gradually, the waters ebbed from the earth. After one hundred and fifty days the waters had decreased, 4 and in the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the month, the ark came to rest on the mountains of Ararat.a 5 The waters gradually decreased until the tenth month when, on the first day of the tenth month, the mountain tops appeared.

		6 At the end of forty days Noah opened the window he had made in the ark 7 and sent out the raven, which flew back and forth until the waters should dry up on earth. 8 He then sent out the dove, to see whether the waters were receding from the surface of the earth. 9 But the dove, finding nowhere to perch, returned to him in the ark, for there was water over the whole surface of the earth; putting out his hand he took hold of it and brought it back into the ark with him. 10 After waiting seven more days, he again sent out the dove from the ark. 11 In the evening, the dove came back to him and there in its beak was a freshly picked olive leaf! So Noah realised that the waters were receding from the earth. 12 After waiting seven more days, he sent out the dove, and now it returned to him no more.

		13 In the six hundred and first year of Noah’s life, in the first month and on the first of the month, the waters began drying out on earth. Noah lifted back the hatch of the ark and looked out. The surface of the ground was dry. 14 In the second month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month, the earth was dry.

		The covenant with Noah

		15 Then God said to Noah, 16 ‘Come out of the ark, you, your wife, your sons, and your sons’ wives with you. 17 Bring out all the animals with you, all living things, the birds, the cattle and all the creeping things that creep along the ground, for them to swarm on earth, for them to breed and multiply on earth.’ 18 So Noah came out with his sons, his wife and his sons’ wives. 19 And all the wild animals, all the cattle, all the birds and all the creeping things that creep along the ground, came out of the ark, by families.

		20 Then Noah built an altar to the LORD and, choosing from all the clean animals and all the clean birds, he presented burnt offerings on the altar. 21 The LORD smelt the pleasing smell and said in his heart, ‘Never again will I curse the earth because of human beings, for their heart contrives evil from infancy. Never again will I strike down every living thing as I have done.

		22 As long as earth endures:

		seed-time and harvest, cold and heat,

		summer and winter, day and night

		shall not cease.’

		The new world order

		9 1 God blessed Noah and his sons and said to them, ‘Be fruitful, multiply and fill the earth. 2 Fear and dread of you shall be upon all the animals on land and all the birds of heaven, of everything that moves on land and all the fish of the sea;a they are placed in your hands. 3 Every moving thing that lives shall be yours to eat, just as I gave you all the foliage to eat, 4 with this exception: you must not eat flesh with life, that is to say blood, in it. 5 And I shall demand account of your life-blood, too. I shall demand it of every living creature, and of human beings. Of each person in regard to another I shall demand an account for human life.

		6 ‘Anyone who sheds human blood

		by a human shall that person’s blood be shed,

		for in the image of God [1:26e]

		he made the human being.

		7 Be fruitful then and multiply,

		teem over the earth and subdue it!’

		8 God spoke as follows to Noah and his sons with him, 9 ‘I am now establishing my covenantb with you and with your descendants to come, 10 and with every living creature that is with you: birds, cattle and every wild animal with you; everything that came out of the ark, every living thing on earth. 11 And I establish my covenant with you: that never again shall all living things be destroyed by the waters of a flood, nor shall there ever again be a flood to devastate the earth.’ [Is 54:9] 12 God said, ‘This is the sign of the covenant which I now make between myself and you and every living creature with you for all ages to come: 13 I now set my bow in the clouds and it will be the sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 14 When I gather the clouds over the earth and the bow appears in the clouds, 15 I shall recall the covenant between myself and you and every living creature, all living things, and never again will the waters become a flood to destroy all living things. 16 When the bow is in the clouds I shall see it and call to mind the eternal covenant between God and every living creature on earth, all living things.’ 17 God said to Noah, ‘This is the sign of the covenant I have established between myself and all living things on earth.’

		C. From the flood to Abraham

		Noah and his sons

		18 The sons of Noah who came out of the ark were Shem, Ham and Japheth – Ham being the father of Canaan. 19 These three were Noah’s sons, and from these the whole earth was peopled. 20 Noah, a man of the soil, was the first to plant the vine. 21 He drank some of the wine, and while he was drunk, he lay uncovered in his tent. 22 Ham, father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his father and told his two brothers outside. 23 Shem and Japheth took a cloak and they both put it over their shoulders, and walking backwards, covered their father’s nakedness; they kept their faces turned away, and they did not look at their father naked. 24 When Noah awoke from his stupor and learned what his youngest son had done to him, 25 he said:

		‘Cursed be Canaan,c

		a slave of slaves he shall be to his brothers.’

		26 He also said:

		‘Blessed be the LORD, God of Shem,

		Canaan shall be his slave!

		May God make space for Japheth,d

		he shall live in the tents of Shem,

		and Canaan shall be his slave!’

		28 After the flood Noah lived three hundred and fifty years. 29 In all, Noah’s life lasted nine hundred and fifty years; then he died.

		The peopling of the eartha

		10 1 These are the descendants of Noah’s sons, Shem, Ham and Japheth, to whom sons were born after the flood:

		2 Japheth’s sons: Gomer, Magog, the Medes, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, Tiras. 3 Gomer’s sons: Ashkenaz, Riphath, Togarmah. 4 Javan’s sons: Elishah, Tarshish, the Kittim, the Dananites. 5 From these came the dispersal to the islands of the nations. These were Japheth’s sons, in their countries, each with its own language, by clan and nation.

		6 Ham’s sons: Cush, Mizraim, Put, Canaan. 7 Cush’s sons: Seba, Havilah, Sabtah, Raamah, Sabteca. Raamah’s sons: Sheba, Dedan. 8 Cush fathered Nimrod, who was the first mighty warrior on earth. 9 He was a mighty hunter in the eyes of the LORD, hence the saying, ‘Like Nimrod, a mighty hunter in the eyes of the LORD’. 10 The origins of his kingdom were Babel, Erech and Accad, all of them in the land of Shinar. 11 From this country came Asshur, and he built Nineveh, Rehoboth-Ir, Calah, 12 and Resen between Nineveh and Calah; this was the great city. 13 Mizraim fathered the people of Lud, of Anam, Lehab, Naphtuh, 14 Pathros, Casluh and Caphtor, from which the Philistines came.

		15 Canaan fathered Sidon, his first-born, then Heth, 16 and the Jebusites, the Amorites, Girgashites, 17 Hivites, Arkites, Sinites, 18 Arvadites, Zemarites and Hamathites. Later, the Canaanite clans spread out. 19 The Canaanite frontier stretched from Sidon all the way to Gerar near Gaza, and all the way to Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah and Zeboiim near Lesha. 20 These were Ham’s sons, by clans and languages, by countries and nations.

		21 Shem too fathered sons, being ancestor of all the sons of Eber, and Japheth’s elder brother. 22 Shem’s sons: Elam, Asshur, Arpachshad, Lud, Aram. 23 Aram’s sons: Uz, Hul, Gether and Mash. 24 Arpachshad fathered Shelah, and Shelah fathered Eber. 25 To Eber were born two sons: the first was called Peleg, because it was in his time that the earth was divided, and his brother was called Joktan. 26 Joktan fathered Almodad, Sheleph, Hazarmaveth, Jerah, 27 Hadoram, Uzal, Diklah, 28 Obal, Abima-El, Sheba, Ophir, Havilah, Jobab; 29 all these were sons of Joktan. 30 They occupied a stretch of country from Mesha all the way to Sephar, the eastern mountain range. 31 These were Shem’s sons, by clans and languages, by countries and nations.

		32 Such were the clans of Noah’s descendants, listed by descent and nation. From them, other nations branched out on earth after the flood.

		The tower of Babela [→ Ac 2:5–12]

		11 1 The whole world had a single language, with a single vocabulary. 2 Now, as people journeyed from the east they found a valley in the land of Shinar and settled there. 3 They said to one another, ‘Come, let us make bricks and bake them in the fire.’ For stoneb they used bricks, and for mortar they used bitumen. 4 They said, ‘Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower with its top reaching heaven. Let us make a name for ourselves, otherwise we may be scattered all over the world.’

		5 Now the LORD came down to see the city and the tower that the people had built. 6 The LORD said, ‘See, they are all a single people with a single language! This is only the start of their undertakings! Now nothing they plan to do will be beyond them. 7 Come, let us go down and confuse their language there, so that they cannot understand one another.’ 8 From there the LORD scattered them all over the world, and they stopped building the city. 9 That is why it was called Babel, since there the LORD confused the language of the whole world, and from there the LORD scattered them all over the world.

		The patriarchs after the floodc

		10 These are Shem’s descendants: when Shem was one hundred years old he fathered Arpachshad, two years after the flood. 11 After the birth of Arpachshad, Shem lived five hundred years and fathered sons and daughters. 12 When Arpachshad was thirty-five years old he fathered Shelah. 13 After the birth of Shelah, Arpachshad lived four hundred and three years and fathered sons and daughters. 14 When Shelah was thirty years old he fathered Eber. 15 After the birth of Eber, Shelah lived four hundred and three years and fathered sons and daughters. 16 When Eber was thirty-four years old he fathered Peleg. 17 After the birth of Peleg, Eber lived four hundred and thirty years and fathered sons and daughters. 18 When Peleg was thirty years old he fathered Reu. 19 After the birth of Reu, Peleg lived two hundred and nine years and fathered sons and daughters. 20 When Reu was thirty-two years old he fathered Serug. 21 After the birth of Serug, Reu lived two hundred and seven years and fathered sons and daughters. 22 When Serug was thirty years old he fathered Nahor. 23 After the birth of Nahor, Serug lived two hundred years and fathered sons and daughters. 24 When Nahor was twenty-nine years old he fathered Terah. 25 After the birth of Terah, Nahor lived one hundred and nineteen years and fathered sons and daughters. 26 When Terah was seventy years old he fathered Abram, Nahor and Haran.

		The descendants of Terah

		27 These are Terah’s descendants: Terah fathered Abram, Nahor and Haran. Haran fathered Lot. 28 Haran died in the presence of his father Terah in his native land, Ur of the Chaldaeans.d 29 Abram and Nahor both married: Abram’s wife was called Sarai, Nahor’s wife was called Milcah daughter of Haran, father of Milcah and Iscah. 30 Sarai was barren, having no child. 31 Terah took his son Abram, his grandson Lot, son of Haran, and his daughter-in-law, the wife of Abram, and made them leave Ur of the Chaldaeans to go to the land of Canaan. But on arrival in Haran they settled there. 32 Terah’s life lasted two hundred and five years; then he died at Haran.

		II. THE STORY OF ABRAHAMa [→ Ac 3:25; → Heb 11:8]

		The call of Abraham

		12 1 The LORD said to Abram, ‘Leave your country, your kindred and your father’s house for a country that I shall show you; 2 and I shall make you into a great nation, I shall bless you and make your name famous; you are to be a blessing!

		3 ‘I shall bless those who bless you, [→ Jr 4:2; → Ga 3:8]

		and curse those who curse you,

		and all clans on earth

		will bless themselves by you.’b

		4 So Abram went as the LORD told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he left Haran. 5 Abram took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the possessions they had amassed and the people they had acquired in Haran. They set off for the land of Canaan, and arrived there. 6 Abram passed through the country as far as the holy place at Shechem, the Oak of Moreh. The Canaanites were in the country at the time. 7 The LORD appeared to Abram and said, ‘I shall give this country to your descendants.’ And there Abram built an altar to the LORD who had appeared to him.

		8 From there he moved on to the hill country east of Bethel, where he pitched his tent, with Bethel to the west and Ai to the east. There he built an altar to the LORD and invoked the name of the LORD. 9 Then Abram made his way stage by stage to the Negeb.

		Abram in Egyptc [= 20; = 26:1–11]

		10 There was a famine in the country, and Abram went down to Egypt to stay there for a time, because the famine in the country was severe. 11 When he was about to enter Egypt, he said to his wife Sarai, ‘Look, please, I know you are a beautiful woman. 12 When the Egyptians see you they will say, “That is his wife,” and they will kill me but will let you live. 13 Please tell them you are my sister, so that it may go well with me because of you and they will spare my life out of regard for you.’ 14 When Abram arrived in Egypt the Egyptians did indeed see that the woman was very beautiful. 15 When Pharaoh’s officials saw her they sang her praises to Pharaoh and the woman was taken into Pharaoh’s household. 16 And Abram was very well treated because of her and received flocks, oxen, donkeys, men and women slaves, she-donkeys and camels. 17 But the LORD inflicted severe plagues on Pharaoh and his household because of Abram’s wife Sarai. 18 So Pharaoh summoned Abram and said, ‘What is this you have done to me? Why did you not tell me she was your wife? 19 Why did you say, “She is my sister,” so that I took her to be my wife? Now, here is your wife. Take her and go!’ 20 And Pharaoh gave his people orders about him; they sent him on his way with his wife and all his possessions.

		Abram and Lot separatea

		13 1 From Egypt Abram returned to the Negeb with his wife and all he possessed, and Lot with him. 2 Abram was very rich in livestock, silver and gold. [28:22b] 3 By stages he went from the Negeb to Bethel, where he had first pitched his tent, between Bethel and Ai, 4 at the place where he had formerly erected the altar. There Abram invoked the name of the LORD. 5 Lot, who was travelling with Abram, had flocks and cattle of his own, and tents too. 6 The land could not support both of them together, for they had too many possessions to be able to settle together. 7 There was strife between the herdsmen of Abram’s livestock and those of Lot. (The Canaanites and Perizzites were living in the country at the time.) 8 So Abram said to Lot, ‘Please let us not have discord between myself and you or between my herdsmen and yours, for we are kinsmen. 9 Is not the whole land open before you? Please move away from me: if you take the left, I will go right; if you take the right, I will go left.’ 10 Looking round, Lot saw all the Jordan plain, well-watered everywhere – this was before the LORD destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah – like the garden of the LORD or the land of Egypt, as far as Zoar. [18:16–19:29] 11 So Lot chose for himself all the Jordan plain and moved off eastwards. Thus they parted company. 12 Abram settled in the land of Canaan; Lot settled among the cities of the plain, pitching his tents on the outskirts of Sodom. 13 Now the people of Sodom were vicious and great sinners against the LORD.

		14 The LORD said to Abram after Lot had parted company from him, ‘Look all round from where you are, to north and south, to east and west, 15 for all the land within sight I am giving to you and your descendants for ever. 16 I shall make your descendants like the dust on the ground; if anyone can count the specks of dust on the ground, then they will be able to count your descendants too! 17 On your feet! Travel the length and breadth of the country, for I am giving it to you.’ 18 So Abram moved his tent and went to settle at the Oak of Mamre, at Hebron, and there he built an altar to the LORD.

		The campaign of the four kingsa

		14 1 When Amraphel king of Shinar, Arioch king of Ellasar, Chedor-Laomer king of Elam, and Tidal king of the Goiim 2 made war on Bera king of Sodom, Birsha king of Gomorrah, Shinab king of Admah,b Shemeber king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar), 3 all these joined forces in the Valley of Siddim (now the Dead Sea). 4 For twelve years they had served Chedor-Laomer, but in the thirteenth year they revolted. 5 In the fourteenth year Chedor-Laomer arrived with the kings who had allied themselves with him. They defeated the Rephaimc at Ashteroth-Carnaim, the Zuzim at Ham, the Emim in the Plain of Kiriathaim, 6 the Horites in the mountainous district of Seir near El-Paran, which is on the edge of the desert. 7 On their return, they came to the Spring of Judgement (that is, Kadesh); they conquered all the territory of the Amalekites and also the Amorites who lived in Hazazon-Tamar. 8 Then the kings of Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, Zeboiim and Bela (that is, Zoar) marched out and engaged them in the Valley of Siddim: 9 Chedor-Laomer king of Elam, Tidal king of the Goiim, Amraphel king of Shinar and Arioch king of Ellasar: four kings against five. 10 Now there were many bitumen wells in the Valley of Siddim, and in their flight the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah fell into them, while the rest fled into the hills. 11 The conquerors seized all the possessions of Sodom and Gomorrah, and all their provisions, and made off. 12 They also took Lot (the nephew of Abram) and his possessions and made off; he had been living at Sodom.

		13 One who had escaped came to tell Abram the Hebrew, who was living at the Oaks of the Amorite Mamre, the brother of Eshcol; these were allies of Abram. 14 When Abram heard that his kinsman had been taken captive, he mustered his retainers born in his own household, numbering three hundred and eighteen, and gave chase as far as Dan. 15 He and his retainers made a night-attack on them, defeated them and pursued them as far as Hobah, north of Damascus. 16 He recaptured all the goods as well as his kinsman Lot and his possessions, together with the women and people.

		Melchizedekd

		17 As Abram was returning from defeating Chedor-Laomer and the kings who had been on his side, the king of Sodom came to meet him in the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the Valley of the King). [2 S 18:18] 18 And Melchizedek king of Salem brought bread and wine; he was a priest of God Most High, 19 and he blessed him, saying:

		‘Blessed be Abram by God Most High,

		Creator of heaven and earth.

		And blessed be God Most High

		who has delivered your enemies into your hand.’

		20 And Abram gave him a tenth of everything. 21 The king of Sodom said to Abram, ‘Give me the people and keep the spoils for yourself.’ 22 But Abram replied to the king of Sodom, ‘I swear by the LORD, God Most High, Creator of heaven and earth, 23 not a thread, not a sandal strap, will I take of what is yours, for you to be able to say, “I made Abram rich.” 24 I will take only what the young men have eaten, and the share due to the men who came with me, Eshcol, Aner and Mamre; they shall take their share.’

		The divine promises and the covenanta [= 17; 12:2, 7]

		15

		1 Some time later, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision:

		‘Do not be afraid, Abram!

		I am a shield to you,

		and will give you a very great reward.’

		2 Abram replied, ‘Lord GOD, what are you giving to me? I go my way childless,b and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus.’ 3 Abram continued, ‘Look, you have given me no offspring, and see, a member of my household will be my heir.’ 4 Then the LORD’s word came to him saying, ‘This man will not be your heir; no, the issue of your own body shall be your heir.’ 5 Then taking him outside, he said, ‘Look up at the sky and count the stars if you can. Just so will your descendants be,’ he told him. 6 Abram put his faith in the LORD and this was reckoned to him as righteousness. 7 He then said to him, ‘I am the LORD who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldaeans to give you this country as your possession.’ [→ Rm 4; → Ga 3:6c; → Jm 2:23] 8 Abram replied, ‘Lord GOD, how can I know that I shall possess it?’ 9 He said to him, ‘Bring me a three-year-old heifer, a three-year-old she-goat, a three-year-old ram, a turtledove and a young pigeon.’ 10 He brought him all these, split the animals down the middle and placed each half opposite the other; but the birds he did not divide. 11 And when birds of prey swooped down on the carcasses, Abram drove them off.

		12 Now, as the sun was on the point of setting, a deep sleep fell on Abram, and a deep, dark dread descended on him. 13 Then the LORD said to Abram, ‘Know this for certain, that your descendants will be strangers in a land not their own, and they will be enslaved and oppressed for four hundred years. 14 But I shall bring judgement on the nation that enslaves them and after this they will leave, with many possessions. 15 For your part, you will go to join your ancestors in peace; you will be buried at a happy old age. 16 In the fourth generation they will come back here, for the iniquity of the Amorites has not yet reached its full extent.’ 17 When the sun had set and it was dark, there appeared a smoking firepot and a flaming torch passing between the animals’ pieces.c 18 That day the LORD made a covenant with Abram in these terms:

		‘To your descendants I give this country,

		from the River of Egypt to the Great River,d the River Euphrates,

		19 the Kenites, the Kenizzites, the Kadmonites,

		20 the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Rephaim,

		21 the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites, and the Jebusites.’

		The birth of Ishmaela

		16 1 Abram’s wife Sarai had borne him no child, but she had an Egyptian slave-girl called Hagar. 2 So Sarai said to Abram, ‘Listen, now! Since the LORD has prevented me from having children, please go to my slave-girl. Perhaps I shall get children through her.’ And Abram listened to Sarai’s voice. 3 So after Abram had lived in the land of Canaan for ten years, Sarai took Hagar, her Egyptian slave-girl, and gave her to her husband Abram as a wife. [= 21:10–19] 4 He went to Hagar and she conceived. And once she knew she had conceived, her mistress counted for nothing in her eyes. 5 Then Sarai said to Abram, ‘The wrong done to me is on your account! It was I who put my slave-girl into your arms but, now she knows that she has conceived, I count for nothing in her eyes. May the LORD judge between me and you!’ 6 Abram said to Sarai, ‘Very well, your slave-girl is at your disposal. Treat her as you think fit.’ Sarai accordingly treated her so harshly that she ran away from her.

		7 The angel of
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