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Introduction

			The rhetoric of our presidents is studied for centuries. From Abraham Lincoln to John F. Kennedy, the presidency has been the subject of scholarly study and civic reflection. And each president that serves our great nation deserves a moment of such reflection and historical countenance.

			Like many former presidents, President Donald J. Trump’s ascendance to the presidency has altered the way politics will be done in the U.S. for some time. Since he first had political aspirations, Donald Trump has become one of the most accessible presidents in history to the press, to his constituents, and to the American people. Unlike his predecessors, he has used Twitter as a platform to communicate with supporters, craft political narratives, and direct (or misdirect) media outlets and the American people. The twenty-four-hour news cycle and the president’s willingness to be a content producing machine have presented a presidency fraught with what has seemed like a never-ending slate of significant political moments, for better or worse. In many ways, President Trump has altered the course of how presidential elections are conducted, and he has altered the way in which presidents have to engage with the American people, with foreign leaders, with Congress, and even with members of a president’s own administration.

			The president has certainly made historic moves during his time in the White House. President Trump nominated Neil Gorsuch and Brett Kavanaugh to the Supreme Court. He has also appointed “more court of appeals judges (50) than any predecessor—although Carter comes close—and more judges overall (187) than anyone but Carter, although Clinton comes close.”2 This will certainly have significant outcomes for conservatism in the years to come. Both Gorsuch and Kavanaugh have already heard and ruled on a number of landmark cases impactful with LGBT, religious, and civil rights issues.

			And beyond the judicial branch, President Trump has steered from the White House economic bills that have shepherded in historic levels of unemployment and economic growth (though time will bear out whether the COVID-19 epidemic erased much of those gains). His administration passed one of the largest tax cuts in history, and Trump signed multiple bills during the coronavirus epidemic to keep the American people on payrolls or to help them receive a stimulus check to offset expenses and the loss of income.

			Relatedly, a key facet of President Trump’s campaign was to stand firm against foreign adversaries that the president perceived to be working against the American economy and people. The Trump administration took a hardline stance on China’s disadvantageous trade relationship with the United States, and instituted some of the most aggressive tariffs in recent memory against the Chinese Communist Party. What followed was a tense few months of trade negotiations which ended in a trade deal that many experts believe had at least some short-term benefit to the United States, and longer term efficacy should the American economy remain strong and should farmers be supported by any demand shortfalls.

			Around the rest of the world, the Trump Administration’s approach to foreign policy has been a mixed bag of success and shortcomings. In North Korea, the president was able to secure the return home of Otto Warmbier, the University of Virginia student incarcerated by the North Koreans for trumped up “acts against the state.” Warmbier died shortly after arriving home. Later that year, President Trump became the first American president to step foot in North Korea, after having a meeting with North Korea’s Supreme Leader Kim Jong-Un. The Administration hailed the trip as a diplomatic success, though many experts countenance caution, as the North Koreans often overpromise and under-deliver when discussing nuclear non-proliferation on the peninsula.

			In the Middle East, the president has taken a realistic, conservative, and America-first approach. Not balking in the face of the foreign policy intelligentsia, the president moved the U.S. Embassy in Tel Aviv to Jerusalem. Trump has also been credited with ordering military strikes that resulted in the death of countless ISIS leaders, signaling the unraveling of the radical group. The Trump administration has also exchanged blows with Iran, and launched missiles at Syria because of the use of chemical weapons by Assad’s forces.3 President Trump also has plans to withdraw troops from Afghanistan after making a historic deal with the Taliban. A proposal he made with what Reuters calls “made-for-TV flourish.”4

			Which is to say, the president doesn’t shy away from the spotlight or tough fights. At times, the president’s use of Twitter, his long press conferences, and his willingness to be combative with the press have been the subject of study for political scientists and veterans of media. In fact, much of Trump’s time in office has been a revolving door of existential threats to his presidency (Dictionary.com listed existential as one of the words of the year in 2019, which strikes no one as a coincidence).5 Before the president even took office, he was engulfed in multiple scandals related to members of his transition team being involved in criminal activity, and some subject to FBI investigations. These investigations led to months of investigation by Special Counsel Robert Mueller, hearings before Congress, and a report on the extent that the president and members of his administration colluded with the Russians to affect the outcome of the 2016 election. Due to a “perfect phone call” with the Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky, in which the president was accused of implying that he would withhold military aid in exchange for dirt on Joe Biden, the president was impeached by the House of Representatives and subsequently acquitted by the Senate, with Chief Justice John Roberts presiding.

			And that wasn’t the end of the historic aspects of the Trump presidency, as of this writing. Much of the president’s legacy involves his responses to events outside of the administration’s prerogative. Moments like his press conference after the tragedy in Charlottesville, his photo-op outside of the church near the White House during the protests in the wake of the George Floyd murder, his speeches and press conferences following the Las Vegas and Parkland shootings, and his commentary on the NFL kneeling, all drew the ire of some, and at times led to unprecedented and often underreported reform. In June 2020, the president signed an executive order for the furtherance of criminal justice reform. After shootings in Vegas and Parkland, the president passed sweeping gun legislation.

			And maybe that will be the legacy of the president—a showman, an outsider, a doer, a dealmaker, a man of the people, a flawed creation of God. Perhaps in the amalgamation of it all, from his early days in Queens to the front steps of the Capitol, swearing his Oath of Office, we find a sense of the man revered by some and hated by others. A president who sees a problem and seeks to fix it. A man who finds himself at home amidst the working class and on Park Avenue.

			He’s a worthy subject of study, and certainly, so are his actions and their repercussions.

			And so our team has worked together to produce a highlight reel of the chief moments of Trump’s presidency. A collection of his most prescient tweets, comments, and speeches that allowed President Trump to tell it in his own words. Like all intensive study, it’s imperative to consult context and veracity of all actors involved. But in the case of the study of presidents, much is gained from reading about them describe, politic, and finesse their message in their own unique way.

			As with every week, for what seems like a decade, the sheer volume of events and seemingly world-altering news comes out of a firehose, and what seemed like notable moments as of this writing, might lose their weight over time. For that, we ask your indulgence and contextualized forgiveness.

			Our methodology for choosing the most relevant moments comes from a thorough study of the president’s tweets, speeches, and press conferences, and choosing the most salient and impactful. We have been dutiful to avoid redundancy unless necessary or appropriate. We have been, and continue to be, mindful that, as with all people, Trump’s administration and mindset is constantly evolving. And if we have imputed an analysis onto the president’s actions, it is done with our understanding of the scope of the president’s body of work, and not a holistic judgement or predictive statement.

			As with all moments of history, it’s important to be mindful of where we have been in order to move forward effectively.

			Unfiltered is a collection of Trump’s writings, tweets, public statements, and comments from his first term. We hope that you, the reader, find it a useful tool for reading President Trump in his own words, and take a moment to reflect on four years filled to the brim with historic implications.

			





For the American People

			Presidential Run Announcement

			After teasing presidential runs, or false starts, over the past several decades, Donald Trump officially announced his run for president on June 16, 2015. Few pundits or political commentators were prepared for the seriousness and political machine that Trump could be on the campaign trail.

			From the moment he came down the escalator in Trump Tower, in an event that would portray the scale and style of his campaign events and rallies over the next year, Trump spoke as Trump does: raw, passionate, with an emphasis on America first. His announcement address covered a wide range of topics, reflecting all the ways a presidential candidate needs to be fluent. Many of his eventual campaign promises took their initial shape through some of his statements in this announcement. A partial summary of the issues he touched on:

			•America’s need for change: “Our country is in serious trouble. We don’t have victories anymore. We used to have victories, but we don’t have them.”

			•Economy and jobs: “I will be the greatest jobs president that God ever created. I tell you that.…A lot of people up there can’t get jobs. They can’t get jobs, because there are no jobs, because China has our jobs and Mexico has our jobs. They all have jobs.”

			•Foreign policy: “The U.S. has become a dumping ground for everybody else’s problems.”

			•Obamacare: “Yesterday, it came out that costs are going for people up 29, 39, 49, and even 55 percent, and deductibles are through the roof. You have to be hit by a tractor, literally, a tractor, to use it, because the deductibles are so high, it’s virtually useless. It’s virtually useless. It is a disaster. And remember the $5 billion website? $5 billion we spent on a website, and to this day it doesn’t work. A $5 billion website. I have so many websites, I have them all over the place. I hire people, they do a website. It costs me $3. $5 billion website.

			•China: “No, I love them. But their leaders are much smarter than our leaders, and we can’t sustain ourself with that. There’s too much—it’s like—it’s like take the New England Patriots and Tom Brady and have them play your high school football team. That’s the difference between China’s leaders and our leaders. They are ripping us. We are rebuilding China.”

			•Iran: “I will stop Iran from getting nuclear weapons. And we won’t be using a man like Secretary Kerry that has absolutely no concept of negotiation, who’s making a horrible and laughable deal, who’s just being tapped along as they make weapons right now, and then goes into a bicycle race at 72 years old, and falls and breaks his leg.”

			•The wall: “I would build a great wall, and nobody builds walls better than me, believe me, and I’ll build them very inexpensively. I will build a great, great wall on our southern border. And I will have Mexico pay for that wall.”

			•The military: “I will find—within our military, I will find the General Patton, or I will find General MacArthur, I will find the right guy. I will find the guy that’s going to take that military and make it really work. Nobody, nobody will be pushing us around.”

			•Second Amendment: “Fully support and back up the Second Amendment.”

			 

			Trump didn’t view the 2016 election as one based on professionalism or “being nice.” This was proven by his strategy and social media activity. On this, he added:

			“So the reporter said to me the other day, ‘But Mr. Trump, you’re not a nice person. How can you get people to vote for you?’ I said, ‘I don’t know.’ I said, ‘I think that, number one, I am a nice person. I give a lot of money away to charities and other things. I think I’m actually a very nice person.’

			“But I said, ‘This is going to be an election that’s based on competence, because people are tired of these nice people. And they’re tired of being ripped off by everybody in the world.’”

			Amidst the commentary on America’s problems and placing blame on previous leadership, he also spoke with optimism, and closed his announced with:

			“Sadly, the American dream is dead. But if I get elected president, I will bring it back bigger and better and stronger than ever before, and we will make America great again.”

			Below is an excerpt from his announcement.

			“Wow. Whoa. That is some group of people. Thousands.

			“So nice, thank you very much. That’s really nice. Thank you. It’s great to be at Trump Tower. It’s great to be in a wonderful city, New York. And it’s an honor to have everybody here. This is beyond anybody’s expectations. There’s been no crowd like this.

			“…Our country is in serious trouble. We don’t have victories anymore. We used to have victories, but we don’t have them. When was the last time anybody saw us beating, let’s say, China in a trade deal? They kill us. I beat China all the time. All the time.

			“When did we beat Japan at anything? They send their cars over by the millions, and what do we do? When was the last time you saw a Chevrolet in Tokyo? It doesn’t exist, folks. They beat us all the time.

			“When do we beat Mexico at the border? They’re laughing at us, at our stupidity. And now they are beating us economically. They are not our friend, believe me. But they’re killing us economically.

			“The U.S. has become a dumping ground for everybody else’s problems.

			“Thank you. It’s true, and these are the best and the finest. When Mexico sends its people, they’re not sending their best. They’re not sending you. They’re not sending you. They’re sending people that have lots of problems, and they’re bringing those problems with us. They’re bringing drugs. They’re bringing crime. They’re rapists. And some, I assume, are good people.

			“But I speak to border guards, and they tell us what we’re getting. And it only makes common sense. It only makes common sense. They’re sending us not the right people.

			“It’s coming from more than Mexico. It’s coming from all over South and Latin America, and it’s coming probably—probably—from the Middle East. But we don’t know. Because we have no protection and we have no competence, we don’t know what’s happening. And it’s got to stop and it’s got to stop fast.

			“Islamic terrorism is eating up large portions of the Middle East. They’ve become rich. I’m in competition with them.

			“They just built a hotel in Syria. Can you believe this? They built a hotel. When I have to build a hotel, I pay interest. They don’t have to pay interest, because they took the oil that, when we left Iraq, I said we should’ve taken.

			“So now ISIS has the oil, and what they don’t have, Iran has. And in 19—and I will tell you this, and I said it very strongly, years ago, I said—and I love the military, and I want to have the strongest military that we’ve ever had, and we need it more now than ever. But I said, ‘Don’t hit Iraq,’ because you’re going to totally destabilize the Middle East. Iran is going to take over the Middle East, Iran and somebody else will get the oil, and it turned out that Iran is now taking over Iraq. Think of it. Iran is taking over Iraq, and they’re taking it over big league.

			“We spent $2 trillion in Iraq, $2 trillion. We lost thousands of lives, thousands in Iraq. We have wounded soldiers, who I love, I love—they’re great—all over the place, thousands and thousands of wounded soldiers.

			“And we have nothing. We can’t even go there. We have nothing. And every time we give Iraq equipment, the first time a bullet goes off in the air, they leave it.

			“…We have a disaster called the big lie: Obamacare. Obamacare.

			“Yesterday, it came out that costs are going for people up 29, 39, 49, and even 55 percent, and deductibles are through the roof. You have to be hit by a tractor, literally, a tractor, to use it, because the deductibles are so high, it’s virtually useless. It’s virtually useless. It is a disaster.

			“And remember the $5 billion website? $5 billion we spent on a website, and to this day it doesn’t work. A $5 billion website.

			“I have so many websites, I have them all over the place. I hire people, they do a website. It costs me $3. $5 billion website.

			“Well, you need somebody, because politicians are all talk, no action. Nothing’s gonna get done. They will not bring us—believe me—to the promised land. They will not.

			“…So I’ve watched the politicians. I’ve dealt with them all my life. If you can’t make a good deal with a politician, then there’s something wrong with you. You’re certainly not very good. And that’s what we have representing us. They will never make America great again. They don’t even have a chance. They’re controlled fully—they’re controlled fully by the lobbyists, by the donors, and by the special interests, fully.

			“Yes, they control them. Hey, I have lobbyists. I have to tell you. I have lobbyists that can produce anything for me. They’re great. But you know what? It won’t happen. It won’t happen. Because we have to stop doing things for some people, but for this country, it’s destroying our country. We have to stop, and it has to stop now.

			“Now, our country needs—our country needs a truly great leader, and we need a truly great leader now. We need a leader that wrote The Art of the Deal.

			“We need a leader that can bring back our jobs, can bring back our manufacturing, can bring back our military, can take care of our vets. Our vets have been abandoned.

			“…We need somebody that can take the brand of the United States and make it great again. It’s not great again.

			“We need—we need somebody—we need somebody that literally will take this country and make it great again. We can do that.

			“And, I will tell you, I love my life. I have a wonderful family. They’re saying, ‘Dad, you’re going to do something that’s going to be so tough.’

			“You know, all of my life, I’ve heard that a truly successful person, a really, really successful person, and even modestly successful, cannot run for public office. Just can’t happen. And yet that’s the kind of mindset that you need to make this country great again.

			“So ladies and gentlemen…I am officially running…for president of the United States, and we are going to make our country great again.

			“It can happen. Our country has tremendous potential. We have tremendous people.

			“We have people that aren’t working. We have people that have no incentive to work. But they’re going to have incentive to work, because the greatest social program is a job. And they’ll be proud, and they’ll love it, and they’ll make much more than they would’ve ever made, and they’ll be—they’ll be doing so well, and we’re going to be thriving as a country, thriving. It can happen.

			“I will be the greatest jobs president that God ever created. I tell you that.

			“I’ll bring back our jobs from China, from Mexico, from Japan, from so many places. I’ll bring back our jobs, and I’ll bring back our money.

			“Right now, think of this: We owe China $1.3 trillion. We owe Japan more than that. So they come in, they take our jobs, they take our money, and then they loan us back the money, and we pay them in interest, and then the dollar goes up so their deal’s even better.

			“How stupid are our leaders? How stupid are these politicians to allow this to happen? How stupid are they?

			“…Hey, I’m not saying they’re stupid. I like China. I sell apartments for—I just sold an apartment for $15 million to somebody from China. Am I supposed to dislike them? I own a big chunk of the Bank of America Building at 1290 Avenue of the Americas, that I got from China in a war. Very valuable.

			“I love China. The biggest bank in the world is from China. You know where their United States headquarters is located? In this building, in Trump Tower. I love China. People say, ‘Oh, you don’t like China?’

			“No, I love them. But their leaders are much smarter than our leaders, and we can’t sustain ourself with that. There’s too much—it’s like—it’s like take the New England Patriots and Tom Brady and have them play your high school football team. That’s the difference between China’s leaders and our leaders.

			“They are ripping us. We are rebuilding China. We’re rebuilding many countries. China, you go there now, roads, bridges, schools, you never saw anything like it. They have bridges that make the George Washington Bridge look like small potatoes. And they’re all over the place.

			“We have all the cards, but we don’t know how to use them. We don’t even know that we have the cards, because our leaders don’t understand the game. We could turn off that spigot by charging them tax until they behave properly.

			“Now they’re going militarily. They’re building a military island in the middle of the South China Sea. A military island. Now, our country could never do that, because we’d have to get environmental clearance, and the environmentalist wouldn’t let our country—we would never build in an ocean. They built it in about one year, this massive military port.

			“They’re building up their military to a point that is very scary. You have a problem with ISIS. You have a bigger problem with China.

			“And, in my opinion, the new China, believe it or not, in terms of trade, is Mexico.

			“…So I announced that I’m running for president. I would…one of the early things I would do, probably before I even got in—and I wouldn’t even use—you know, I have—I know the smartest negotiators in the world. I know the good ones. I know the bad ones. I know the overrated ones.

			“You get a lot of them that are overrated. They’re not good. They think they are. They get good stories, because the newspapers get buffaloed. But they’re not good.

			“But I know the negotiators in the world, and I put them one for each country. Believe me, folks. We will do very, very well, very, very well.

			“…So—because we got to make the country rich.

			“It sounds crass. Somebody said, ‘Oh, that’s crass.’ It’s not crass.

			“We got $18 trillion in debt. We got nothing but problems.

			“We got a military that needs equipment all over the place. We got nuclear weapons that are obsolete.

			“We’ve got nothing. We’ve got Social Security that’s going to be destroyed if somebody like me doesn’t bring money into the country. All these other people want to cut the hell out of it. I’m not going to cut it at all; I’m going to bring money in, and we’re going to save it.

			“…And I will say this, this is going to be an election, in my opinion, that’s based on competence.

			“…Somebody said to me the other day, a reporter, a very nice reporter, ‘But Mr. Trump, you’re not a nice person.’

			“That’s true. But actually I am. I think I am a nice person. People that know me, like me. Does my family like me? I think so, right. Look at my family. I’m proud of my family.

			“…So the reporter said to me the other day, ‘But Mr. Trump, you’re not a nice person. How can you get people to vote for you?’

			“I said, ‘I don’t know.’ I said, ‘I think that, number one, I am a nice person. I give a lot of money away to charities and other things. I think I’m actually a very nice person.’

			“But I said, ‘This is going to be an election that’s based on competence, because people are tired of these nice people. And they’re tired of being ripped off by everybody in the world. And they’re tired of spending more money on education than any nation in the world per capita, than any nation in the world, and we are 26th in the world, 25 countries are better than us in education. And some of them are like third world countries. But we’re becoming a third world country, because of our infrastructure, our airports, our roads, everything.’ So one of the things I did, and I said, You know what, I’ll do. I’ll do it. Because a lot of people said, ‘He’ll never run. Number one, he won’t want to give up his lifestyle.’

			“They’re right about that, but I’m doing it.

			“Number two, I’m a private company, so nobody knows what I’m worth. And the one thing is that when you run, you have to announce and certify to all sorts of governmental authorities your net worth.

			“So I said, ‘That’s OK.’ I’m proud of my net worth. I’ve done an amazing job.”

			Trump then described how he got his start in real estate: “…learned so much just sitting at his feet playing with blocks, listening to him negotiate with subcontractors. But I learned a lot.” He went on to describe his success and how much he’s worth:

			“So the total is $8,737,540,00. Now I’m not doing that…I’m not doing that to brag, because you know what? I don’t have to brag. I don’t have to, believe it or not. I’m doing that to say that that’s the kind of thinking our country needs. We need that thinking. We have the opposite thinking. We have losers. We have losers. We have people that don’t have it. We have people that are morally corrupt. We have people that are selling this country down the drain.

			“So just to sum up, I would do various things very quickly. I would repeal and replace the big lie, Obamacare.

			“I would build a great wall, and nobody builds walls better than me, believe me, and I’ll build them very inexpensively. I will build a great, great wall on our southern border. And I will have Mexico pay for that wall.

			“Mark my words. Nobody would be tougher on ISIS than Donald Trump. Nobody.

			“I will find—within our military, I will find the General Patton, or I will find General MacArthur, I will find the right guy. I will find the guy that’s going to take that military and make it really work. Nobody, nobody will be pushing us around.

			“I will stop Iran from getting nuclear weapons. And we won’t be using a man like Secretary Kerry that has absolutely no concept of negotiation, who’s making a horrible and laughable deal, who’s just being tapped along as they make weapons right now, and then goes into a bicycle race at 72 years old, and falls and breaks his leg. I won’t be doing that. And I promise I will never be in a bicycle race. That I can tell you.

			“I will immediately terminate President Obama’s illegal executive order on immigration, immediately.

			“Fully support and back up the Second Amendment.

			“Now, it’s very interesting. Today I heard it. Through stupidity, in a very, very hard core prison, interestingly named Clinton, two vicious murderers, two vicious people escaped, and nobody knows where they are. And a woman was on television this morning, and she said, ‘You know, “Mr. Trump,’ and she was telling other people, and I actually called her, and she said, ‘You know, Mr. Trump, I always was against guns. I didn’t want guns. And now since this happened’—it’s up in the prison area—‘my husband and I are finally in agreement, because he wanted the guns. We now have a gun on every table. We’re ready to start shooting.”

			“I said, ‘Very interesting.’

			“So protect the Second Amendment.

			“End—end Common Core. Common Core should—it is a disaster. Bush is totally in favor of Common Core. I don’t see how he can possibly get the nomination. He’s weak on immigration. He’s in favor of Common Core. How the hell can you vote for this guy? You just can’t do it. We have to end—education has to be local.

			“Rebuild the country’s infrastructure.

			“Nobody can do that like me. Believe me. It will be done on time, on budget, way below cost, way below what anyone ever thought.

			“I look at the roads being built all over the country, and I say, I can build those things for one-third. What they do is unbelievable. How bad.

			“You know, we’re building on Pennsylvania Avenue, the Old Post Office, we’re converting it into one of the world’s great hotels. It’s gonna be the best hotel in Washington, D.C. We got it from the General Services Administration in Washington. The Obama administration. We got it. It was the most highly sought after—or one of them, but I think the most highly sought after project in the history of General Services. We got it. People were shocked, Trump got it.

			“Well, I got it for two reasons. Number one, we’re really good. Number two, we had a really good plan. And I’ll add in the third, we had a great financial statement. Because the General Services, who are terrific people, by the way, and talented people, they wanted to do a great job. And they wanted to make sure it got built.

			“So we have to rebuild our infrastructure, our bridges, our roadways, our airports. You come into La Guardia Airport, it’s like we’re in a third world country. You look at the patches and the 40-year-old floor. They throw down asphalt, and they throw.

			“You look at these airports, we are like a third world country. And I come in from China, and I come in from Qatar, and I come in from different places, and they have the most incredible airports in the world. You come to back to this country and you have LAX, disaster. You have all of these disastrous airports. We have to rebuild our infrastructure.

			“Save Medicare, Medicaid, and Social Security without cuts. Have to do it.

			“Get rid of the fraud. Get rid of the waste and abuse, but save it. People have been paying it for years. And now many of these candidates want to cut it. You save it by making the United States, by making us rich again, by taking back all of the money that’s being lost.

			“Renegotiate our foreign trade deals.

			“Reduce our $18 trillion in debt, because, believe me, we’re in a bubble. We have artificially low interest rates. We have a stock market that, frankly, has been good to me, but I still hate to see what’s happening. We have a stock market that is so bloated.

			“Be careful of a bubble, because what you’ve seen in the past might be small potatoes compared to what happens. So be very, very careful.

			“And strengthen our military and take care of our vets. So, so important.

			“Sadly, the American dream is dead.

			“But if I get elected president, I will bring it back bigger and better and stronger than ever before, and we will make America great again.”6

			Victory Speech

			“Such a beautiful and important evening! The forgotten man and woman will never be forgotten again. We will all come together as never before”

			(@realDonaldTrump, November 9, 2016)

			On November 9, 2016, Donald Trump defied the odds when he defeated Hillary Clinton in a 304–227 Electoral College rout to become the next president of the United States. Shortly after Clinton called to concede, the president-elect spoke from Trump Tower in New York City.

			“I’ve just received a call from Secretary Clinton. She congratulated us. It’s about us. On our victory, and I congratulated her and her family on a very, very hard-fought campaign.

			“I mean, she fought very hard. Hillary has worked very long and very hard over a long period of time, and we owe her a major debt of gratitude for her service to our country.

			“I mean that very sincerely. Now it is time for America to bind the wounds of division, have to get together. To all Republicans and Democrats and independents across this nation, I say it is time for us to come together as one united people.

			“It is time. I pledge to every citizen of our land that I will be President for all of Americans, and this is so important to me. For those who have chosen not to support me in the past, of which there were a few people, I’m reaching out to you for your guidance and your help so that we can work together and unify our great country.

			“As I’ve said from the beginning, ours was not a campaign, but rather an incredible and great movement, made up of millions of hard-working men and women who love their country and want a better, brighter future for themselves and for their family.

			“It is a movement comprised of Americans from all races, religions, backgrounds, and beliefs, who want and expect our government to serve the people—and serve the people it will.

			“Working together, we will begin the urgent task of rebuilding our nation and renewing the American dream. I’ve spent my entire life in business, looking at the untapped potential in projects and in people all over the world.

			“That is now what I want to do for our country. Tremendous potential. I’ve gotten to know our country so well. Tremendous potential. It is going to be a beautiful thing. Every single American will have the opportunity to realize his or her fullest potential.

			“The forgotten men and women of our country will be forgotten no longer.

			“We are going to fix our inner cities and rebuild our highways, bridges, tunnels, airports, schools, hospitals. We’re going to rebuild our infrastructure, which will become, by the way, second to none. And we will put millions of our people to work as we rebuild it.

			“We will also finally take care of our great veterans, who have been so loyal, and I’ve gotten to know so many over this 18-month journey. The time I’ve spent with them during this campaign has been among my greatest honors. Our veterans are incredible people.

			“We will embark upon a project of national growth and renewal. I will harness the creative talents of our people, and we will call upon the best and brightest to leverage their tremendous talent for the benefit of all. It is going to happen.

			“We have a great economic plan. We will double our growth and have the strongest economy anywhere in the world. At the same time, we will get along with all other nations willing to get along with us. We will be. We will have great relationships. We expect to have great, great relationships.

			“No dream is too big, no challenge is too great. Nothing we want for our future is beyond our reach.

			“America will no longer settle for anything less than the best. We must reclaim our country’s destiny
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