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  Introduction To The Draoithe Saga
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Draoithe Saga



Steamy hot, wickedly delicious paranormal romance, magical realism, and urban fantasy stories set in a dream to live for!
Those who come to Draoithe aid in the fight to restore the magical balance of the dream, one couple at a time. 
Grab a good drink, curl up in a good seat, choose a book from the Saga, and escape into the dream while you meet the men and women who call it home. 
Draoithe is a world in which myths, legends, and fairytales walk among the strange and wonderful. 
They often find balance in a lifemate, and the magic from the past lives again! 
Welcome to the dream...
Steamy Urban Fantasy and Paranormal Romance Stories with Fated Mates 18+ HEA! NC!
***Warning: Adult Themes, Fantasy Violence, and/or Explicit Sexual Situations. Intended for a Mature Audience.







[image: A Note from Ophelia Kee]
A Note from Ophelia Kee

Note to the Reader: 
A saga is defined as a long story of heroic achievement, especially a medieval prose narrative often found in Old Norse or Old Icelandic. It’s a form of the novel in which the members of a social group chronicle a long story detailing a dramatic history. 
Compartmentalized in several miniseries for easier reading, the Draoithe Saga tells the story of the founding of an immortal kingdom in the Leaindeail to combat those responsible for unbalancing the magic of the dream. It’s told through the eyes of those connected with its creation and the readers see the story through tales of couples who find hope through their connection to Draoithe. 
The central time frame is the year 2016, although pertinent information from the past reveals itself as the characters understand it. The central place is an eerily familiar yet magical realist, Tyler, Texas. As the tale draws out, other kingdoms set in other locations interact with the Druid pack to bring about the end of Peter Elliot and restore the balance of magic, so those tales, too, became a part of the Draoithe Saga as well. Cameo appearances of characters from other tales are common. Overlapping scenes from the events often relates alternate perspectives as the story unfolds. 



Watch the trailer, research videos, vlogs, and more on YouTube.
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Dream Walker 
Royal Council Volume 2
A Draoithe Saga Tale

Dream Walker tells the story of Kallik Tarkik, a unique individual who was born as a dreamwalker and a bear shifter. He has spent most of his life working as a horse whisperer, content to share his dreams with his unknown mate. However, his peaceful existence is shattered when he’s forced to flee from Peter Elliot’s men after they discover his true identity and abilities.

Kallik arrives at Draoithe, a sanctuary for mythical creatures, where he meets the woman from his dreams. But his mate is weak and recovering from poison, and she is also a vampire. Determined to court her, Kallik must give up his solitary life and take up employment at Draoithe. However, the road to winning her affection is treacherous and filled with obstacles.

To make matters worse, his mate is a powerful vjestice vampire, and convincing her to claim him as her consort won’t be easy. When she’s abducted, Kallik’s desire to claim her becomes dangerous, and he must use all his skills as a dreamwalking shifter to rescue her and outmaneuver a vampire princess.

Dream Walker is the second volume in Royal Council, an urban fantasy with paranormal romance. Enjoy a thrilling tale of love, survival, and perseverance, set in a world where mythical creatures and humans coexist, and danger lurks around every corner in Ophelia Kee’s latest addition to the Draoithe Saga. Will Kallik succeed in his quest to win his mate’s heart and protect her from harm, or will his dreams turn into a nightmare?

It’s more than a story; it’s an experience. Welcome to the dream…

Urban Fantasy with Steamy Paranormal Romance and Fated Mates 18+ HEA! NC!
***Warning: Adult Themes, Fantasy Violence, and/or Explicit Sexual Situations. Intended for a Mature Audience.






  
  Character Introduction - Kallik Tarkik
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Kallik is a Kodiak bear shifter who was born gifted as a dream walker. Centuries ago, he was a chief among his people, but his immortality made the younger generations nervous. He loves his horses and has worked as a stable hand for over a century. But he seeks his life mate. He knows her in the dream. When she almost fades, he’s strong-armed over a job he doesn’t want, and he meets Eli in the dream. Kallik knows it’s time to reinvent himself and chase the one woman he needs in order to face eternity. He finds her at Draoithe.
Kallik Tarkik
AKA: Kallik
Smells like: soap and leather
Stable Master of Draoithe
Mate: Mihaela
Sandy brown hair
Golden brown eyes
6‘6“tall
270 lbs
219 years old
Dreamwalker/Kodiak bear shifter - Alpha
Dreamwalkers need time to become skilled in their craft. Kallik is one of the most powerful dreamwalkers, having practiced his craft for over two centuries. He can control the dream, heal mental illness, and even kill from within the dream. The bear prefers peace and seeks peaches and honey. He’ll stop at nothing to protect the vampire he desperately craves.
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Mihaela Dimitriu
Mihaela is an old, unbonded vampire princess. When she arrives at Draoithe in need of help, with nowhere to go, she finds herself at Luke’s mercy with an opportunity for a courtship she doesn’t want. While she waits to learn if the suitor is worthy, she falls for a denizen of Draoithe and even shares her painful past with him, only to learn he was the suitor. Feeling betrayed, she ran. But Draoithe’s enemies have plans for her.
Mihaela Dimitriu
AKA: Princess
Smells like: peaches and honey
Event Planner of Draoithe
Mate: Kallik
Black hair
Black eyes
5‘3“tall
125 lbs
463 years old
Vampire-Vjestice
Vjestice vampires can levitate, cast ice and fire, and also possess incredible speed. They must drink the blood of the living to stave off the thirst and avoid sunlight. But they’re sexual predators, and with their allure, can draw animals or people to satisfy their need for blood. Human blood is dangerous to all blood drinkers save the demon and in excess can cause a mental illness known as blood lust. In order for a vjestice to teleport, she must bond her consort, but Mihaela has never found the right man until she meets one Kodiak bear shifter.
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Dear Reader, 

Dream Walker is Volume 2

in the Royal Council Miniseries.

I hope you enjoy it all.

For more information, 

please join my group of

Newsletter Friends

[image: Newsletter Friends]
Newsletter Friends


Welcome to the dream...









  
  Foreword by the Author
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The events recorded in Dream Walker take place during the early summer of 2016, and much of this tale runs concurrently with the events recorded in Vampire Knight. 
Dream Walker concludes beyond the end of Vampire Knight and overlaps with events occurring in the remaining tales of the Royal Council miniseries, as well as the beginnings of the tales recorded in the Valkyries’ Ride miniseries. 
While Dream Walker may be read as a standalone tale, I would like to caution: reading the Draoithe Saga in order would likely produce the greatest enjoyment. 
No matter which tale you read, thank you for reading, and 
Welcome to the dream… –OK.






  
  Into The Midnight

Eli


Mihaela was a vampire princess. She once ruled an enclave in Romania. She was old. Maybe as old as Fox. Confused and lost, she ran.  
Eli wanted to pounce on her, but she shook the tiger’s thought away. She ran ahead of Mihaela in the blurred shadows of Mihaela’s dream. She slipped in front of Mihaela’s path. 
She sat down and licked her paw. Her tail twitched. Mihaela stopped running. Eli dreamtalked.
Mihaela Dimitriu, I’m Eli Miller, alpha female to the Druid pack. You have sanctuary at Draoithe at the request of your guardsman. You’re gravely ill from poisoning. Will you accept our help?
Mihaela looked at Eli for a moment. 
I don’t know you. How do you know me? She was confused.
Your guard rescued you from an attack on your people. Andrei Alexandrescu brought you to the Druid pack for help. I ask you again, will you accept help? 
Eli wanted to allay her fear. Still, they wasted time.
How are you here? You aren’t real. I’m dreaming, aren’t I? 
Still lost and confused.
I’m real. You’re dreaming. I’m a dream walker. I can help you heal. Will you trust me? I only want to help you. 
Eli asked Mihaela again. 
We need you to be calm if we are to help you. The poison is far gone. You’re close to death.
I’m tired. I got lost, and I can’t get out of this maze. Do you know the way out? 
Mihaela asked. 
The maze was a manifestation of Mihaela being trapped in an unconscious state as the poison slowly killed her.
Yes, I know the way. Will you walk with me? 
They were getting somewhere. Eli didn’t know the way. She could make one. That was enough.
Mihaela nodded slowly, deciding to trust her, and Eli fell into step beside her as they walked. 
You’re not always a tiger. Mihaela stated, as she seemed to realize Eli was a powerful immortal.
Eli concentrated and appeared as her human self, walking beside Mihaela. Is this better? I’m sorry. Dream walking is easier for my tiger.
You’re a shifter then?
And you’re a vampire. Eli smiled at Mihaela.
Mihaela shied away from a white light, pushing the shadows back. 
Don’t be afraid. Artie is counteracting the poison with white magic. Just walk with me, and we’ll get out of the maze. She will help you heal. We have blood for you when we get out. You’re weak and need to eat.
Yes, I am thirsty. I was so tired I couldn’t feed. Andrei tried to get me to drink. I had to sleep.
Turn right up ahead. We will come to the door. 
The light was all around them. The shadowy poison was almost gone. When they turned the corner, there was a door. It was exactly as Eli imagined it. She had taken control of the dream. 
Time passed differently in the dream. It felt as if they had been speaking for only a few moments. Hours passed in the waking world. 
It was time to leave the nightmare. Eli instructed Mihaela. 
I need to leave you. When I disappear, I need you to open this door. When you do, no matter what you see, step through the door. You’ll wake up. Your food awaits you. I’ll be there when you step through the door. Will you do this and leave the maze?
Mihaela nodded. Eli winked out of the dream and yawned. When she looked around, Luke was snoring in the chair next to her. Fox had an exhausted Artie wrapped in his arms sitting on his lap as he fed her French fries. 
Javier and Isabell cleaned blood from the hotel carpet, and Andrei helped Mihaela sit up against the pillows, offering her a cup of something red to drink. 
The queasy smell of dead deer permeated the air. Mihaela would live.
When Eli sat up, Luke snapped awake. Eli looked at Mihaela, who smiled weakly at her as she sipped the liquid in the glass. Andrei was hovering over her.
“Something smells awful,” Luke said as his nose crinkled up.
Javier laughed. “Isabell brought a deer. A talon pierced the entrails. We had to field dress the poor thing in the bathtub. We have about a gallon of blood now and a mess to clean up. It works. Are you hungry? There are burgers and fries in the bags on the table. I saved them for when you woke up. I’m not sure how dreamwalking works. If it uses magic the same way shifting uses it, then I assume you’re hungry.”
“Yes, I’m starving,” Eli said as she stood and rifled through the bags on the table. Luke looked at Mihaela. 
“It’s after two in the morning. We should get you settled so you can rest. Can you stand a car ride?”
Mihaela looked at Andrei. 
“This is Luke. He’s their leader. He’s offered you sanctuary. Will you accept?” Andrei explained.
“He is regele regatului, and these men are rege al clanului. I will speak to them.” Andrei looked surprised and relieved. 
Eli guessed Mihaela could ‘see’ they all invoked the Druid magic a couple of weeks ago.
“I see you Ri ruirech and your Ruiri. I accept your offer of sanctuary and offer my gratitude to your Reginas for their assistance. The Cioara Enclave is no more. If you will have us, my resources will be at your disposal. I instructed Andrei to follow your words exactly. I hope he hasn’t embarrassed me.” Mihaela raised a brow at that last statement.
“Your grace, Andrei followed your orders. Time was of the essence. We need more information to help you. Shall we leave this place and travel a short distance to a more comfortable space? We would speak of your journey. The sun is coming in a few hours. We’re not safe here.” 
Fox spoke. Javier and Luke raised their eyebrows at his courtly manners. 
Fox addressed the woman as an equal with deference. Andrei looked relieved. Fox dipped his head in a mock bow as he finished speaking. Eli grew curious. The immortal hierarchy was a mystery.
Mihaela tried to rise. She was weak. Andrei bent and lifted her easily. Javier carried the deer to the Moonlight and placed it in the back while Andrei settled Mihaela into the backseat and helped her with her seatbelt. 
He went around and slid in beside her. Luke and Fox switched keys. Javier, Isabell, Luke, and Eli climbed into the Midnight, and they drove back to Fox’s house.






  
  Tomorrow

Mihaela


Andrei settled Mihaela on the sofa in the living room and sank to the floor beside her. Luke shook his head and offered Andrei a chair. Andrei rose and looked at Mihaela in confusion.  
Her old friend and guard didn’t know what to do. Mihaela smiled sadly at him. She was a princess no more.
“Do as your king commands you. I’m no longer a princess of the House of Cioara. The enclave is gone. I no longer require a guardsman. If you would serve, then serve him. Give your oath to the Ri ruirech. Otherwise, you are free. I hold your oath fulfilled. Thank you, my old friend.” 
Mihaela closed her eyes. Andrei bowed his head in acquiescence to her desire. Andrei turned to Luke and looked him in the eye immediately. 
“I would serve if you would have my oath.” 
He still followed her orders. She smiled a small, sad smile. Andrei was a good man, an excellent guard, and the dearest of friends. 
To see him so lost hurt her heart. He had always followed her commands to the letter. His word mattered to him. He had great honor and courage.
“The Druid Council would hear your story first, and the Inner Circle will consider your offer. Until we reach a decision, you have sanctuary. No harm will come to you. You are free to come and go. We prohibit the disclosure of information about this place and our identity. Is that clear?” 
Luke answered him and extended his right arm.
“It will be as you command,” Andrei stated as he clasped Luke’s forearm. He turned and settled into the chair Luke had offered him.
“It will be as you command,” Mihaela echoed softly, acknowledging Luke’s requirements for their sanctuary. She was too weak not to comply, and it was the best she could have hoped for.
“So what happened?” 
Luke asked them, and the room got quiet. Mihaela spoke quietly. 
“Five months ago, members of the enclave began disappearing one at a time. The Elite Guard began an investigation after a third member failed to return. My people were disappearing. I needed to know why. Evidence found at a scene suggested a struggle to involve a member of the enclave three months ago. Peter Elliot and Pillsanderz were behind it.”
Mihaela closed her eyes. A single red teardrop slid down her face. Andrei continued the story for her. He understood her pain. 
Her friends and loyal subjects? Lost. Someone destroyed everything she had worked to protect for centuries. 
“We located the cell phone of an enclave guardsman at the scene. The guardsman became ash, as we say. His phone still had images of the men who had attacked him. He had caught them unawares and photographed them as he spied upon their activities. They were in an abandoned warehouse. Images of the men standing next to cages with people and animals in them. We could identify one of them as Roger Dunbar. He is an American who was on the payroll for Pillsanderz.” 
Andrei paused when Luke, Javier, and Fox all growled.
“Do you know of him?” Andrei asked hopefully.
“He attacked Eli, looking for me. The attacker gravely wounded Javier, despite Javier’s defense of her. Dunbar is dead.” 
Luke explained the canine reaction and left no doubt as to the condition of the man named Dunbar.
Andrei nodded. 
“Good, he was evil.”
“Show them the other man, the one we could not identify. Perhaps they know him.” Mihaela requested.
Andrei took out a cell phone that lacked service and opened an image of the man who had kidnapped and beat Isabell. Isabell froze, and the phoenix flames flowed around her as she panicked. 
Andrei jerked back away from her as his guise changed. Javier wrapped Isabell in his arms and took the flames into himself. 
After a few minutes, the flames faded. When Isabell was calm again, Javier released her and held onto her hand. He was her keeper then.
“He’s dead. He kidnapped me, and he hurt me. I… I killed him.” 
Isabell barely whispered.
“I believe Artie discovered his name was Alan Hornsby. He also worked for Pillsanderz. Elliot is kidnapping immortals and conducting experiments on them. We have not figured out his purpose yet. We amassed evidence when we rescued Isabell and some other shifters from a similar warehouse in California.” Fox explained.
“I fear you, destroyer, but you have been kind to me and helped Mihaela. I’m sorry to learn they held you captive. They should have feared you as well. I’m glad you killed him. Those two men killed my friends, and others like them destroyed my home. They have stripped everything from me. You have my gratitude for enacting my vengeance on my adversaries.” 
Andrei spoke softly as he bowed his head. 
Mihaela wiped her tears. She was too weak to be wasting the blood that way.
“How they found us, I don’t know. They attacked in the daylight. They burned our home. The screams of my friends and my family are still in my ears. Andrei found me slumped on the floor of my room. I was too weak to even help myself. He carried me through the smoke and flames. We hid in the barn’s loft under the hay above the horse stalls. The sun singed both of us.” Mihaela shuddered then continued.
“When darkness fell, he stole a car and took me to a safe house. We attempted to contact the other enclaves in Europe. We got no reply. I got the email from your pack about the sanctuary. I ordered Andrei to follow your instructions if I failed to rise at nightfall. He is an excellent guard. I didn’t train him to deal with poison. If he hadn’t hauled me to safety, I have little doubt they would have taken me.” 
Mihaela had been so sick, so weak. Andrei had saved her. She knew it weighed on his conscience that he couldn’t save the others.
“I have received no word from any of the House of Cioara since we fled, so I fear the worst. I pray some escaped.” 
Andrei's hands closed into fists and a deep scowl marred his handsome face. 
He had followed his orders. People got left behind. Many had died. Mihaela knew he illogically blamed himself. If anyone was to blame it was her.
He had served Mihaela. She had always been his first obligation. He hadn’t failed her, but there was too much loss. Many were likely ash. Mihaela’s heart ached.
“Thank you for saving me, old friend. We have lost a lot. You will always have my gratitude.” Mihaela told her guardsman. 
The time for treating her friend as her servant was long in the past for them.
“Ziditor, I owe you my existence. I can never pay the debt.” 
Andrei spoke quietly as he stood and peered out the window into the night with his hands clasped behind him. He was hurting, too.
“We need time to adjust to a new life. We have financial resources available, so we won’t be a burden.”  
Mihaela didn’t seek charity. She sought safety for herself and Andrei. If Andrei was all that remained of the enclave, she owed him a chance to begin again, at the least.
“The council will meet again tomorrow for late lunch to discuss your situation and see how the Druid pack may assist you. Rest and be safe. We will bring the council’s recommendation to you at sunset tomorrow.” 
Mihaela bowed her head to Luke.
“Thank you, Ri ruirech.” 
“I have prepared two bedrooms down the hall for you. I covered the windows. There are blankets and changes of clothes for you both. Use the shower in the hall bath as you need. Monday, I will make a trip into town and bring back basic toiletry items for you both if you can make a list for me. Tomorrow evening, we can discuss replacing your wardrobes.” 
Artie told them, and Mihaela rose unsteadily to her feet. Artie took her hand and showed her to her room. Andrei helped her settle into bed and smoothed the covers over her. 
She sighed and closed her eyes. Tomorrow, she would be stronger and more able to see a clear path.
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