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            DEAR READER,

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        “His arms are strong enough to hold every fear, every beautiful broken piece of me. This man doesn’t just make me feel complete, he completes me.” - S. Marie

      

      

      Dear Reader,

      In our romance novels, the MC guys are almost always morally gray dudes who do bad things for good reasons. In my day to day life, the MC men and women I know are morally outstanding people who do righteous things for amazing reasons.

      If you’ve ever heard of the Bikers Against Child Abuse (BACA) then you know exactly the people I’m talking about. They sincerely form walls between child victims and the adults who have hurt them. They’ll sit outside a kid’s house so the child knows the bad person can’t get to them, they’ll go to court and use their imposing statures to intimidate and stare down those who would harm a child.

      While the main characters in this book are the morally gray sort, in my mind I was envisioning the selfless men and women who volunteer their time and hearts to child victims.

      If you’re ever looking for a worthy organization to be involved with, whether you’re a biker or not, check them out. I can’t speak highly enough of the folks I’ve met.

      Until next time,

      XoXo,

      Layne
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      PIRATES ON THE PAGE ARE AWESOME. IN REAL LIFE, NOT SO MUCH. IF YOU OBTAINED THIS BOOK LEGALLY, EITHER THROUGH PURCHASE OR AS PART OF THE AUTHOR’S ARC TEAM, THANK YOU! IF YOU’VE DOWNLOADED IT ANYWHERE ELSE, YOU’RE READING A STOLEN COPY WHICH PUTS THE AUTHOR’S ABILITY TO PUBLISH ON AT RISK. SHITTY MOVE.
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        * * *

      

      STEALING BOOKS ISN’T A VICTIMLESS CRIME, AND IF YOU’RE DOWNLOADING THIS BOOK FROM ANYWHERE BUT A LICENSED RETAILER OR MY ARC TEAM, YOU’RE AN ASSHOLE. KNOCK IT OFF.
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            NOTE FROM THE AUTHOR

          

        

      

    

    
      This book deals with previous (and not on page) human trafficking that involves sexual and physical trauma for the female main character.

      There is no detailed description of the harms she experienced, nor is there any on page violence.

      The International Justice Mission is an amazing resource if you are looking for information about helping to fight human trafficking and can be found at www.ijm.org

      If you are located in the United States, the National Human Trafficking Hotline is 1.888.373.7888, or http://humantraffickinghotline.org. If you or someone you know has information about human trafficking, or has experienced human trafficking, please reach out to the professionals at either of the above organizations and get help.
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        Burke “Lean” Shaw

      

      

      “Brother, there’s a woman out back and she’s⁠—”

      “Yeah, yeah, fucking with my bike. I’m aware.” If one more person barges in here to tell me shit I already know, I’m gonna lose it.

      My shop manager hired Cassidy Sharpe ten days ago, while I was with the club on a run. I got back to town four days later to find the perfect little doll sliding trays of freshly sanitized tools out of the autoclave and moving through the joint as if she’s been here since day one.

      Only she’s not really perfect, is she? This will be the third time in six days I’ve caught on to her attempt to kill me. Considering the first time I spotted her sabotaging my bike was before we’d actually been introduced, I think I can be forgiven for being a little confused about her reasoning.

      It’s not as if she’s a piece of pussy I picked up at the clubhouse and then whiskey dicked like a chump. I know this because I don’t touch club candy, and because absolutely nothing about this girl says available for random hookups.

      “You want me to grab her, man? I’d be willing to give her a quick lesson in keeping her hands on things meant for females like her.” Romeo, the newest patched brother in the MC I belong to, the Dirty Sinners, grabs his crotch and thrusts around like his pipe is the one she ought to be messing around with.

      A couple minutes have passed since I noticed her slipping out the side door of the shop to pull her bullshit. She seems to think no one will notice her because she’s tiny and dresses in oversized hoodies and baggy shorts.

      I see her, though, and so do my nosy fucking club brothers. Were it not for the mystery of why she’s trying to end me, I’d likely have broken my own rule about not fucking in this zip code and made a move on her.

      Too bad my cock doesn’t seem to operate with the same sense of self preservation as the rest of me. Because the monster trapped in my jeans constantly lobbies to ignore her malicious intentions and bang the bad out of her.

      “Shut up, fucker. That’s the new piercer Tick hired while I was on that last run. You’ll keep that shrimp dick away from my employees or I’ll ban you from the shop. Clear?” Being banned from Sin and Stain, my tattoo shop and the offices for the investing and financing I do for club members, is a bigger threat than a beat down.

      Romeo’s got a rep for going through candy faster than an addict in a poppy field. His candy of choice being the sort that hangs around the clubhouse. Usually, they’re hoping to ride a dick good enough to land a ride on the back of a patched member’s bike. They’re also not terribly particular about who’s on the other end of that equation. Romeo or the girls.

      I don’t begrudge my brothers the relief they find in those warm, willing bodies, but that life’s not for me. Not only do I have issues with sharing, but I need a special sort of female. Club candy ain’t it.

      The little felon squatting on the far side of my bike with a balled up rag and a stick in her hand, though? Yeah, there’s something going on in my guts that won’t let me shut down her efforts and deal with her the way we do an enemy. Permanently.

      If I could figure out what it is that makes her so different from any other threat, maybe, I could also figure out why she seems to matter so much. Of course, then I’d know what her end game is in her quest to unalive me.

      “Like that then?” Bastard can’t get the shit-eating grin off his face long enough to pretend he’s taking me seriously. All I know is, if I catch him trying to catch her in any way, it’ll be real uncomfortable the next time we have church.

      “Exactly.” Fuck a better explanation. I don’t have one, and it wouldn’t be his business if I did.

      “Might wanna sort out your shit before Prez gets wind of whatever you got going on with the pint-size outlaw over there.” He’s not wrong. If Reaper finds out I’ve been tolerating any sort of jackassery, especially of the female-driven variety, he’ll be torched. And an angry Reaper is one only an idiot antagonizes.

      “Again, Romeo, I’m aware.”

      I didn’t even want to hire a piercer. Only real purpose of the shop at all is to give the brothers a place to come for ink and financial advice. Okay, okay, and also to launder a bit of the money that comes through the less than legal channels the Dirty Sinners are tuned into. It was Tick’s bullshit idea to hire someone to handle piercings. Argued it would open up a new revenue stream and bring in new clientele.

      I didn’t get the chance to let him down easy before I got called out on a run with the brothers. Truth is, I don’t want new clientele. Most of the time, I don’t bother pushing ink for the customers we do have. I rent booths to local artists, so I can pick and choose who I give my time to. And it ain’t many people these days.

      I was all set to rip Tick a new asshole when I found out he went behind my back and hired someone. Then I took one look at the girl and felt weird shit happening in my chest. The kind of weird shit
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