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Or visit WWW.VINZANDRI.COM to join Vincent’s “For your eyes only” newsletter today. 
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“Sensational . . . masterful . . . brilliant.”

—New York Post

 

“(A) chilling tale of obsessive love from Thriller Award–winner Zandri (Moonlight Weeps) . . . Riveting.”

—Publishers Weekly

 

“. . . Oh, what a story it is . . . Riveting . . . A terrific old school thriller.”

—Booklist “Starred Review”

 

“Zandri does a fantastic job with this story. Not only does he scare the reader, but the horror  

Show he presents also scares the man who is the definition of the word “tough.”

—Suspense Magazine

 

“I very highly recommend this book . . . It's a great crime drama that is full of action and intense suspense, along with some great twists . . . Vincent Zandri has become a huge name and just keeps pouring out one best seller after another.”

—Life in Review
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"The action never wanes." 

—Fort Lauderdale Sun-Sentinel
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"Tough, stylish, heartbreaking." 
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“A tightly crafted, smart, disturbing, elegantly crafted complex thriller . . . I dare you to start it and not keep reading.”
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—William Landay, New York Times bestselling author of Defending Jacob

 

 



   



    [image: Image]

  

 

 



   

 

 

 

 

“Boy, I guess you guys picked the wrong train."

—Runaway Train (1985 feature film)
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Washington, DC

Present Day

 

“You have got to be shitting me!” an annoyed Sam Savage barks. “I just saved the lives of two-hundred innocent souls from a terrorist and his explosive-filled laptop computer bent on blowing up a jetliner, and you’re busting me to Amtrak train duty? It doesn’t make an ounce of sense, Dater.”

“Calm yourself down already, Sam,” responds his boss, Carl Dater. “My damned hands are tied. We’ve got at least two Bravo Air attendants who witnessed you banging that Mary broad in the lavatory while cruising at thirty thousand feet. You’re lucky to still have your job as an air marshal regardless of how many souls you saved. You know the way the Federal Government works. You never get fired, but you do get busted.”

A fuming Sam sits in an uncomfortable wooden chair inside the spacious, brightly lit federal office building office. He’s dressed in his usual uniform of Levi jeans, worn combat boots left over from his Navy SEAL days, and a denim work-shirt under an old beat up black leather coat he purchased years ago in Paris while he was still working as a freelance war correspondent and missing the one true love of his life—Lauren. 

She was a dark-haired beauty Sam had met in a coffee shop in Albany during one of his extended breaks from the field. They enjoyed a whirlwind romance and married within the year. While he was on assignment for a European English speaking twenty-four-hour cable television news station, Lauren was hit by a tractor-trailer being piloted by a trucking trainee while she was out for a jog one morning. Sam never forgave himself for not being there for her. Now, his work for the NTSB is as much atonement for his failure to save Lauren as it is a job. 

Dater, five years older than the forty-something Sam, is dressed in tan slacks and a white button down, the top button of which is undone to accommodate his thick neck. Bald, round-faced, and bespectacled, Carl Dater also possesses a barrel chest. Something that came in handy when he was center for the high school football team back in the late 1970s. But some of that barrel chest has sunk to his gut, and he always has to watch his calories these days, or so it seems.  

He pulls down on the ball knot of his black and red necktie, sits back hard in his swivel chair. Mounted to the wall behind him is a photo of the current president. 

“Listen, Sam,” he says, “I know it sucks. But you only have to do the Empire State run for a month, and then I’ll see about you getting back into the air. It’s easy work. Nothing ever happens on that run. The train is usually filled with Upstate New York residents vacationing in the city for the weekend and commuters who can’t bear to live in Manhattan or can’t afford it anyway.”

Sam throws up his hands. “Great,” he says, leaning forward, stuffing his fingers into the pewter bowl of multi-colored peanut M&Ms Dater has set out on his desktop, more for himself than the guests. “Boredom. Just what I like.” Sam shoves three or four M&Ms into his mouth. Chews. 

Dater purses his lips.

“Look at it this way, Sam,” he says. “You’ll get lots of reading done. Oh, and the view of the Hudson River and the Valley is spectacular. Think of it as a stay-cation. Tomorrow, you’ll hop a short flight up to Albany, and from there you’ll head immediately to the Albany/Rensselaer train station. Your Jeep will be waiting for you in the long-term parking garage. Grab your ticket from my secretary before you leave.”

Sam stands. “Who do I report to?”

“Amtrak engineer in charge of North East corridor security by the name of Fawcette.”

“How will I know him?”

“Her,” Dater insists. “Fawcette is a her. Maureen Fawcette. She’s maybe five-three, a pair of stunning hazel eyes that seem like they change color depending on the light, and a shoulder-length dark hair.” He comes around the desk, pats Sam on the arm. “She’s a bit of a ball buster.” He smiles. “And did I mention she just happens to be single too?” 

Sam looks into his superior’s eyes, and he sees more than irises and whites. He sees a man who is trying
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