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[image: ][image: ]Introduction to Prompting


The Genesis Of All AI Creation




At its core, prompting is the bridge between human intent and artificial intelligence. It is the specific set of instructions you provide to guide an AI model's behavior and output. Think of it like directing a highly capable but literal assistant: the more precise, structured, and contextual your directions are, the more powerful and accurate the results will be. Mastering this skill is the foundational step toward unlocking the true potential of Generative AI.
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Understanding Different Approaches




Open-ended Prompts Specific Prompts
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[image: ][image: ]Open-ended prompts encourage by allowing users to express their thoughts freely. For instance, asking "What are your ideas for a sustainable future?" invites diverse perspectives and stimulating dialogue, fostering exploration and innovation.


Specific prompts direct users towards by narrowing the focus. An example is "Describe the steps to create a compost bin." This type of prompt elicits clear, actionable responses, enhancing clarity and precision in the information provided.
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Understanding Different Approaches
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Open-ended Prompts




Open prompts are broad, unconstrained, and leave a lot of room for the AI's interpretation. You are essentially handing the AI a blank canvas and asking it to paint.




[image: ]The Goal: Brainstorming, discovering unexpected angles, overcoming writer’s block, or getting a high- level overview of a topic.

[image: ]The Pros: Highly creative. Often generates ideas or perspectives you hadn't considered. Great for the early stages of a project.

[image: ]The Cons: Unpredictable. The output might be too generic, drift off-topic, or require heavy editing to become usable.

[image: ]Example: "Give me some ideas for a short film." or "Write a summary about the talent management industry."
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Understanding Different Approaches
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Specific Prompts




Specific prompts are highly detailed, tightly constrained, and directive. You are handing the AI a paint-by-numbers canvas and telling it exactly which colors to use. This is where frameworks like RTCF (Role, Task, Context, Format) come into play.




[image: ]The Goal: Executing a clear vision, generating production-ready content, formatting data, or getting a precise answer.

[image: ]The Pros: Highly predictable and reliable. Saves time on editing because the AI knows exactly what boundaries it must stay within.

[image: ]The Cons: Requires more upfront thought and effort from the user. It restricts the AI from offering "outside the box" ideas. [image: ]  Example: "Act as a screenwriter. Write a character dossier for the protagonist of an intense short film titled 'Discipline',

focusing strictly on their internal conflict and rigid daily routine. Present this as a bulleted list." or "Act as a business strategist. Draft a 300-word executive summary for a proposal to launch a talent management agency headquartered in South India, focusing on regional influencer partnerships."





Key Elements to Consider
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[image: ][image: ]Clarity in prompts ensures that the intent is communicated effectively, minimizing ambiguity. Clear instructions lead to better understanding and more accurate responses from AI systems.


Providing context enriches the prompt, allowing the AI to generate relevant and appropriate responses.
Contextual information guides the AI to understand the user’s specific needs and expectations.


Encouraging creativity in prompts fosters innovative responses. Thoughtful and imaginative wording can inspire the AI to produce unique and engaging content, enhancing overall output quality.
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	



[image: ]The Mistake: Assuming the AI knows your underlying intent, target audience, or preferred style without you stating it. (e.g., "Write an article about leadership.")

[image: ]The Fix: Treat the AI like a brilliant but literal-minded intern. Provide specific context, constraints, and the desired outcome.


	



[image: ]The Mistake: Cramming multiple, complex, or unrelated tasks into a single prompt. This overwhelms the model, leading to missed instructions or diluted, low-quality outputs.

[image: ]The Fix: Break large tasks down into smaller, sequential steps. Guide the AI through the process one logical step at a time (a technique known as "prompt chaining").
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[image: ]The Mistake: Forgetting to assign a role or expertise level to the AI, which usually results in a generic, encyclopedic tone.

[image: ]The Fix: Always set the stage. Tell the AI exactly who it needs to be (e.g., "Act as a seasoned crisis management PR executive...").
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[image: ]The Mistake: Accepting the very first response the AI generates, even if it misses the mark, or giving up immediately when the output isn't perfect.

[image: ]The Fix: Treat prompting as a dynamic conversation. If the AI gives you something too formal, tell it to "make it more conversational." Refine, tweak, and iterate.
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[image: ]The Mistake: Getting a dense, unreadable wall of text because you didn't tell the AI how to present the information.

[image: ]The Fix: Explicitly state the desired output format at the end of your prompt (e.g., "Format this as a two-column table," "Provide three bullet points," or "Keep it under 150 words").
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Clearly define what you want to achieve with your prompt to receive focused and relevant results from the AI model.
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


Including background information helps the AI understand the situation, enhancing the quality and relevance of its responses.









Don't hesitate to try different approaches and variations of prompts; experimentation can reveal unexpected and valuable insights.
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IT’S ALL GOOD




The Key Takeaway for Students: Neither type of prompt is "wrong." The secret is knowing which tool to use for the job. Start with an Open Prompt to gather raw material and ideas. Once you find a direction you like, switch to Specific Prompts to refine, format, and perfect the final output.
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[image: ][image: ]


“A tense midnight confrontation in a narrow, rain-soaked cobblestone alley illuminated by a flickering streetlamp sets the stage for two rival detectives locked in a pivotal standoff. Detective Laura, early 30s, athletic build with short brown hair and sharp eyes, wears a worn leather jacket and dark jeans, cautiously advancing while wielding a flashlight.

Opposite her, Detective Marcus, late 30s, tall and rugged with a stern expression, dons a trench coat and fedora, holding a revolver, his muscles tensed and poised to fire. The camera employs a 50mm prime lens on a full-frame body, set to f/4 aperture for moderate background blur, ISO 200 to minimize noise in low light, shutter speed 1/125s to freeze subtle motion, and a 0.6 ND filter to control exposure and preserve moody shadows. Spot metering targets the subject's face, while the framing is a mid shot at eye level, focusing sharply on Laura with Marcus softly blurred in the foreground, capturing tension and spatial distance. Lighting is dramatic—harsh, blue-toned streetlamp illuminating wet cobblestones and casting stark shadows, with subtle rim lighting outlining characters against the misty background. The scene is styled in cinematic noir, inspired by 1940s detective films, emphasizing gritty realism, cool color tones, and high detail. Avoid any modern technology or bright colors, maintaining continuity with previous costume and setting details. Output should be a high-definition 16:9 aspect ratio image, suitable for compositing and post-production refinement.”
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Write 5 prompts as extensive as the prompt on the previous slide. Take up any scenarios and try to be as descriptive and detailed as possible. Camera and other technical information is not expected at this stage.


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Sagher Manchanda, Co-founder and Director


Directing The AI Camera


The Lens of AI Creation
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If basic prompting is the bridge between human intent and artificial intelligence, specifying camera shots is the bridge to visual storytelling. It tells the AI exactly how to look at the scene you have described.

Think of yourself as a film director or cinematographer: you aren't just telling the AI what is in the scene, you are telling it where to place the camera. Mastering shot terminology allows you to control emotion, scale, and focus, transforming a flat image into a cinematic masterpiece.




Understanding Shot Distances: Setting the Scene



Wide Shot (WS) / Establishing Shot Medium Shot (MS)





[image: ][image: ][image: ]The Concept: This shot captures the subject and their entire surrounding environment.

[image: ]The Goal: To establish scale, location, and context. It grounds the viewer in the world you are creating.

[image: ]Example Prompt: "An extreme wide establishing shot of a futuristic cyberpunk city at dusk, showing towering neon skyscrapers."



[image: ]The Concept: Frames the subject typically from the waist up.

[image: ]The Goal: It balances the subject's facial expressions and body language with their immediate surroundings. It's the standard conversational shot.

[image: ]Example Prompt: "Medium shot of a barista focused on pouring latte art, coffee shop counter visible in the background."




Understanding Shot Distances: Setting the Scene



Close-Up (CU) Point of View (POV)





[image: ][image: ][image: ]The Concept: Tightly frames a subject's face or a specific, crucial detail in the scene.

[image: ]The Goal: To highlight intense emotion, intimacy, or intricate textures that would otherwise be missed.

[image: ]Example Prompt: "Close-up of a weathered sailor's face, squinting into the sun, capturing the deep wrinkles and sea salt on his skin."



[image: ]The Concept: Positions the camera exactly where a character's eyes would be.

[image: ]The Goal: Total immersion. It forces the viewer to experience the scene directly through the subject's perspective.

[image: ]Example Prompt: "POV shot looking down at a worn, treasure map held by leather-gloved hands, flashlight beam illuminating the paper."


[image: ][image: ]

Dictating Power and Perspective



Just as specific prompts hand the AI a paint-by-numbers canvas, dictating the angle tells the AI exactly what psychological weight to apply to the image.



––––––––
[image: ]



[image: ]Low Angle: The camera looks up at the subject. Goal: Makes the subject appear powerful, heroic, imposing, or threatening.

[image: ]High Angle: The camera looks down at the subject. Goal: Makes the subject appear small, vulnerable, or insignificant within a larger space.

[image: ]Eye-Level: The camera is strictly at the subject's eye level. Goal: Creates a neutral, highly relatable, and realistic perspective.




Key Elements to Consider



Focal Point



Depth Of Field


Lighting Integration
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[image: ][image: ]Clearly establish what the camera should focus on. If you use an Extreme Close-Up, explicitly state the texture or detail you want the AI to render sharply (e.g., "focusing on the reflection in the eye").

Incorporate terms like "shallow depth of field" or "bokeh" to blur the background and make your subject pop, or "deep depth of field" to keep everything from the foreground to the background in sharp focus.
Camera shots and lighting go hand-in-hand. Always pair your shot type with a lighting style (e.g., "Medium shot, dramatic cinematic lighting, harsh shadows") to enhance the framing.
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
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

[image: ]The Mistake: Asking the AI to do two physically impossible things at once. (e.g., "An extreme close-up of a bustling city skyline and the entire river.")

[image: ]The Fix: Align the shot type with the subject size. If you want the whole city, use a Wide Shot. If you want a detail, pick a specific window or car for the Close-Up.



[image: ]The Mistake: Asking for a wide shot but only describing the character, leaving the AI to guess the environment, which often results in plain or nonsensical backgrounds.


[image: ][image: ]
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

[image: ]The Mistake: Generating an ultra-wide cinematic shot (16:9) but asking for a full-body standing portrait without specifying what is to the left or right of the character.

[image: ]The Fix: Think about the shape of your canvas. Frame your shots to naturally fit vertical (9:16), square (1:1), or widescreen (16:9) formats.



[image: ]The Mistake: Accepting AI generations where the tops of heads or important details are accidentally cropped out of the frame.

[image: ]The Fix: Iterate! Treat prompting as a dynamic conversation. Tell the AI to "zoom out," "frame wider," or switch to a "full-body shot."









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Start Wide, Move In




When world-building, start with wide establishing shots to visualize the environment. Then, zoom in using medium and close-up prompts for characters and specific props.


[image: ][image: ]Use The Jargon


Don't hesitate to use actual photography terms. Words like "macro lens," "drone shot," "Dutch angle," or "over- the-shoulder" act as powerful shortcuts for AI models.




Layer Your Constraints




Combine frameworks from Lesson 1. Assign a role (e.g., "Act as a professional cinematographer...") and give specific visual


[image: ][image: ]
























[image: ][image: ]




[image: ][image: ]








d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
CHITRESA Al PVT LTD
S ————cgle—————






d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/image013.jpg
Chitresa Al





d2d_images/image010.png





d2d_images/image011.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





d2d_images/image001.png





d2d_images/image002.png





d2d_images/image000.png
Chitresa





d2d_images/image005.png





d2d_images/image006.png





d2d_images/image003.png





d2d_images/image004.png





d2d_images/scene_break.png





d2d_images/image007.png





d2d_images/image008.png





