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Introduction
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While doing research for my book, Gone Squatchin’: In Search of the Elusive Bigfoot, that I published in 2023, I came across a little-known story about the body of an alleged Bigfoot creature that was discovered in the forests of Oregon shortly after the Columbus Day Storm of 1962. Although I had not heard about this Bigfoot story until recently, I was quite familiar with the Columbus Day Storm of 1962 because it occurred on my thirteenth birthday while my family was living in the neighboring state of Washington. This devastating weather event sent fear through the Wilson family as we sheltered in place while our house sustained extensive damage from the powerful winds and torrential rain.

Before delving into the Columbus Day Storm of 1962 or the alleged Bigfoot creature that was discovered during the cleanup efforts, I think it is important to provide some general information about the elusive creature known as Sasquatch (aka Bigfoot) and its origins.

Origin of ‘Sasquatch’ Name

The word ‘Sasquatch’ is believed to be an Anglicization of the Salish word Sasq’ets, meaning “wild man” or “hairy man.” J.W. Burns coined the term in the 1930s. Burns was an Indian agent assigned to the Chehalis Band, now known as the Sts’ailes First Nation. The Sts’ailes people claim a close bond with Sas’qets, and believe it has the ability to move between the physical and spiritual realm.
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J.W. Burns coined the term ‘Sasquatch’

J.W. Burns (pictured above) was the first to write about Sasquatch, collecting tales of Sasq’ets sightings from community members for a story in Maclean’s magazine in 1929. The article was published on April Fool’s Day, leading many to dismiss it as a prank. While the legend of Sasquatch persisted, it faded from public consciousness over the following decades.

Sasquatch is often described as bipedal, measuring up to 9 feet in height and 794 pounds in weight, and covered in long dark hair. Its footprints are said to measure up to 20 inches. Plaster casts of what are said to be Sasquatch tracks are often offered as proof of its existence, though the authenticity of such tracks is highly disputed.

Origin of ‘Bigfoot’ Name

Bigfoot is known by many titles with many different cultures although the term ‘Bigfoot’ is generally attributed to the mountainous Western region of North America. The term ‘Bigfoot’ was coined in 1958 when Jerry Crew (a bulldozer operator for the Wallace Brothers Logging Company in Humboldt County, California) discovered a set of large, 16 inches human-like footprints sunk deep within the mud in the Six Rivers National Forest.
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Jerry Crew and logging company men began using term ‘Bigfoot’

Upon informing his coworkers, many claimed to have seen similar tracks on previous job sites as well as telling of odd incidents such as an oil drum weighing 450 pounds having been moved without explanation.
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Human-like footprints discovered in Six Rivers National Forest in 1958

The logging company men soon began using the term ‘Bigfoot’ to describe the apparent culprit. Crew and others initially believed someone was playing a prank on them. After observing more of these massive footprints, Crew contacted reporter Andrew Genzoli of The Humboldt Times newspaper. Genzoli interviewed loggers and wrote articles about the mysterious footprints, introducing the term ‘Bigfoot’ in relation to the tracks and the local tales of large, hairy wild men.
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Jerry Crew with Bigfoot plaster cast in The Humboldt Times

A plaster cast was made of the footprints and Jerry Crew (shown above) appeared, holding one of the casts, on the front page of the newspaper on 6 October 1958. The story spread rapidly as Andrew Genzoli began to receive correspondence from major media outlets including the New York Times and Los Angeles Times. As a result, the term ‘Bigfoot’ became widespread as a reference to an apparently large, unknown creature leaving massive footprints in Northern California.

After Ray Wallace (co-owner of Wallace Brothers Logging Company) died in a nursing home in 2002 at the age of 84, his son Michael produced a pair of wooden feet that he said his father used to create the hoax. Was Michael trying to create a hoax of his own? Bigfooters dismiss his claim, pointing to a study at Ohio State University that came to the conclusion that one could not fabricate tracks with the same depth of the Bluff Creek imprints with a simple pair of prosthetic feet.

Patterson-Gimlin Film
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Robert ‘Bob’ Gimlin (left) and Roger Patterson (right) with Patty (center)

In October 1967, Roger Patterson and his friend Robert ‘Bob’ Gimlin set out for the Six Rivers National Forest in Northern California. They drove in Gimlin's truck, carrying his provisions and three horses, positioned sideways. Patterson chose the area because of intermittent reports of the creatures in the past, and of their enormous footprints since 1958.

As their stories went, in the early afternoon of Friday, 20 October 1967, Patterson and Gimlin were riding generally northeast (upstream) on horseback along the east bank of Bluff Creek. At some time between 1:15 and 1:40 p.m., they "came to an overturned tree with a large root system at a turn in the creek, almost as high as a room".
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Artwork depicting moment Patterson and Gimlin spotted Bigfoot (Artist: Michael Rugg)

When they rounded it, "there was a logjam—a 'crow's nest'—left over from the flood of '64," and then they spotted the figure behind it nearly simultaneously. It was either "crouching beside the creek to their left" or "standing" there, on the opposite bank. Gimlin later described himself as in a mild state of shock after first seeing the figure (depicted above).

Patterson initially estimated its height at 6 feet 6 inches to 7 feet, and later raised his estimate to about 7 feet 6 inches. Some later analysts, anthropologist Grover Krantz among them, have suggested Patterson's later estimate was about 1 foot too tall. Gimlin's estimate was 6 feet.
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Artwork depicting Patterson filming Bigfoot (Artist: Claudio Benjamin)

The film shows what Patterson and Gimlin claimed was a large, hairy, bipedal, apelike figure with short, "silvery brown" or "dark reddish-brown" or "black" hair covering most of its body, including its prominent breasts. The figure in the film (depicted above) generally matches the descriptions of Bigfoot offered by others who claim to have seen one.

Patterson estimated he was about 25 feet away from the creature at his closest. Patterson said that his horse reared upon sensing the figure, and he spent about 20 seconds extricating himself from the saddle, controlling his horse, getting around to its other side, and getting his camera from a saddlebag before he could run toward the figure while operating his camera. He yelled "Cover me" to Gimlin, "meaning to get the gun out". Gimlin crossed the creek on horseback after Patterson had run well beyond it, riding on a path somewhat to the left of Patterson's and somewhat beyond his position. Patterson estimates he came within 60–90 feet of "Patty". Then, rifle in hand, he dismounted, but did not point his rifle at the creature.

The figure had walked away from them to a distance of about 120 feet before Patterson began to run after it. The resulting film (about 59.5 seconds long at 16 feet per second) is initially quite shaky until Patterson got about 80 feet from the figure. At that point, the figure glanced over its right shoulder at the men and Patterson fell to his knees.
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Female Bigfoot (nicknamed ‘Patty’) in Patterson-Gimlin film

Shortly after this point the steady, middle portion of the film begins, containing the famous look-back frame (352). Patterson said, "it turned a total of I think three times," the other times therefore being before the filming began and/or while he was running with his finger off the trigger. Shortly after glancing over its shoulder on film, the creature disappeared behind a grove of trees for 14 seconds, then reappeared in the film's final 15 seconds after Patterson moved 10 feet to a better vantage point, fading into the trees again and being lost to view at a distance of 265 feet as the reel of film ran out.

Gimlin remounted and followed it on horseback, keeping his distance, until it disappeared around a bend in the road three hundred yards away. Patterson called him back at that point, feeling vulnerable on foot without a rifle, because he feared the creature's mate might approach. The entire encounter had lasted less than two minutes.

Next, Gimlin and Patterson rounded up Patterson's horses, which had run off in the opposite direction, downstream, before the filming began. Patterson got his second roll of film from his saddlebag and filmed the tracks. Then the men tracked the Bigfoot creature for either one mile or three miles, but "lost it in the heavy undergrowth". They went to their campsite three miles south, picked up plaster, returned to the initial site, measured the creature's step-length, and made two plaster casts, one each of the best-quality right and left prints.

The film footage shot in October 1967 by Patterson and Gimlin that purports to show Bigfoot running through the woods near Bluff Creek, California, is perhaps the most famous evidence offered of the cryptid by its proponents. Although it's been decades since the Patterson-Gimlin film turned a Northwest legend, Bigfoot, into a household name, the footage and stories behind it still remain fascinating more than 50 years later.

Bigfoot is seen in the Patterson-Gimlin film for less than one minute, but one frame (352) has pretty much become the universal symbol for Sasquatch. And that famous giant walking ape is actually a she; her name is ‘Patty’ (a tribute to Patterson). However, the relatively poor quality of the footage left many asking whether or not it was genuine or just an elaborate hoax.

Nearly six decades have passed since the footage was captured—and it has faced heavy scrutiny from skeptical scientists, forensic analysts and special effects experts. But despite the great attention, the Patterson-Gimlin film has yet to be officially debunked. Furthermore, it’s concrete proof for ‘bigfooters’ around the globe that the Sasquatch is in fact real.
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Professor Jeffery Meldrum

Jeffery Meldrum (professor of anatomy and anthropology at Idaho State University) said, “At this point, I’m as confident as I can be short of standing on the sandbar with Roger and Bob, and witnessed it myself.” Professor Meldrum is known for being one of the few academics to openly study Sasquatch.

“It’s all so easy to say, ‘Obviously that’s a man in a fur suit.’ Until you see it up against a man in a fur suit,” Professor Meldrum said. Meldrum points no further than the "Planet of
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