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      I spent my errant youth at the corner of Michigan and Trumbull Avenues in Detroit. We would spend a fortune to park, walk through iffy neighborhoods and then you would see it. Built in 1924, the blue-grey monstrosity of Tiger Stadium was like a garden of eden for me. After the dullness of the city streets, I remember walking up the ramp and coming out into the sunlight and seeing that emerald diamond of grass for the first time…it was heavenly.

      Nicknamed “The Corner” it was formerly known as Navin Field, and then later, Briggs Stadium—though it hosted baseball games on the site since 1912. Needless to say, there’s some history there. The stadium could hold upwards of 50,000 people and when the Tiger fans roared, you could hear them across the Detroit River in Windsor, Canada! The sound they made was truly thunderous and shook the foundation of the huge stadium.

      Together with my brother-in-law,  I conned our way into the second base upper level gate during the sixth inning stretch of game two of the 1984 Tiger dream team ALCS playoffs. Playing off my good Irish heritage I said, "Father Burns at St. Lawrence is inside and we are doing an article for the church paper." I recited a silent prayer as Chris Bockelman rolled his eyes as if to say, “I am not with this guy!” The seats were way up in “Reefer Row,” a section of the bleachers where one can smoke a cannabis joint and not get hassled. But we got in for free and enjoyed the rest of the game. The Tigers won it 3-2 over the Angels.
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      There were lots of fun memories like that at “The Corner.”  I can vividly recall the smell of the Coney Island hotdogs, the peanuts and cotton candy, and of course Stroh’s Bohemian Beer. Part of it was the exuberance of youth. Looking back now at 65, with those fond memories, I can say that the game of Baseball taught me vital lessons about life. We also always had a hell of a good time! That and the fact that when I could not talk with my Dad or elders about anything, I could always talk with them about our national past time. It was a unifying factor when nothin else was. Add to all that is the fact that Detroit News and Tigers sportswriter George Cantor was one of my professors at Oakland College. He instilled a passion for accuracy, brevity, and most of all…baseball! But I digress.

      This book, number four in the five-volume “The McAuliffe Series,” is about my distant relative, the Detroit Tiger and World Series Champ Dick McAuliffe. All of the McAuliffe clan traces their roots back to the 1680s in County Cork, Ireland.  With my personal first hand experiences at “The Corner,” press “clippings of the day, oral history interviews done with Peter Zanardi and John Cizik for the Society for American Baseball Research, and mementos from the McAuliffe family, I am able to document Dick McAuliffe’s life. Especially his talents on the diamond, his perseverance, general zest for life, dedication to family, and his deep love of baseball. He was another McAuliffe clan member who excelled and made a significant contribution to our world.

      While I never met him one-on-one, he did wave at me at the stadium when I was sitting behind home plate along the 3rd base line in 1970. I had “yelled out, “Yo, Cousin Dick!” and he actually acknowledged me with a wave. He always loved the fans. Tiger Stadium was also, in my opinion, the very best place to watch a ball game. The fans can sit closer to the players than at any other park within Major League Baseball (MLB). It was a cathedral; the religion was baseball, and I was a devoted disciple. I followed his career like no other and was proud to share the same last name.

      A MLB “All-Star” three years in a row from 1965 to 1967, Dick McAuliffe was the Tigers’ “spark plug”! He was a second baseman but also played shortstop and third base. With a reputation for toughness and feistiness on the field, he was awarded the nickname “Mad Dog” for his quick temper. But he also had a lovable, fun-loving side—and the scrappy infielder was very protective of his fellow teammates. Other teams knew that when you played in Tiger Stadium, you didn’t cross him—nor his teammates. There would be some sort of retribution. Every time. The combative Detroit Tiger, with eyebrows like 60 Minutes’ Andy Rooney, had an unorthodox, wide-open left-leg-lifted stance when at the plate.

      “He was always a sight to behold at home plate. With Bat held high, wiggling above his head, he would be leaning back in the box with his front foot up in the air and the bat cocked just so…he would put his whole body into each swing. It’s something imitated on every playground both then and now. The only thing better than seeing it all in person would be listening to Ernie Harwell the voice of the Tigers on WRJ-AM…he was a staple and the best “color man” in baseball broadcasting. When I close my eyes, I can still hear him calling a game!

      During the 14 seasons the hard-nosed All-Star infielder played for the Tigers, he helped to take them to the 1968 World Series championship and beyond. Like most ballplayers, McAuliffe was seen by management “as a commodity and despite his contributions to the ball club he loved since he was 16, he was unceremoniously traded to the Boston Red Socks, where he played two seasons. He then began 1975 as the Manager of Double-A farm team, “The Bristol Red Sox,” located in McAuliffe's native state of Connecticut. He eventually retired from professional baseball at the age of 45, coming home to Connecticut in 1976.

      A special thanks to Dick’s daughter, Mary, and his grandson, JP, who were both very helpful in the creation of this book in providing background and pictures. Mrs. McAuliffe, Dick’s wife Joanne, a spry woman in her 70’s when this was written, was recovering from surgery and would only comment, “They love a ball player…but only when they’re winning!” True enough.
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      McAuliffe’s numbers have yet to net him a plaque in Cooperstown, and perhaps never will—but I would submit, as others have, that there is more to a team and to this wonderful game than just numbers and statistics.

      He was the glue that held the Tigers together! Every team needs a “spark plug”—a player that connects and can rally the other players even when things get tough…a player that’s a passionate ignition source making positive things happen on the field and in the clubhouse. That was Dick “Mad Dog" McAuliffe and this is his inspiring true story!
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        My Favorite Year

      

      

      By Karl Ziomek

      
      “The Swinging ‘60s was a tumultuous decade: the Civil Rights movement, the Vietnam War, the assassinations of President Kennedy, his brother Robert, and the Reverend Martin Luther King Jr.—not to mention an emerging generation gap. Nevertheless, many people around the world still consider the ‘60s their favorite decade. After all, it gave us The Beatles, a man on the moon and generally was known as an “age for the better,” a carefree time of innovation, wonderful music and great Baseball.It also offered some of the most iconic professional baseball in history. Mickey Mantle (on the East Coast) and Willie Mays (on the West) still dominated the headlines as Major League Baseball expanded west and south. Roger Maris bested Babe Ruth’s single-season home run record and the long dominion of “The Damn Yankees” ground to a halt. Sandy Koufax’s exploding curveball “fell off a table” and Juan Marichal kicked at the sky before delivering to the plate. The Mets went from feeble to amazin’.1968 marked the “Year of the Pitcher” with Detroit’s Denny McLain winning 31 games (a first since Dizzy Dean in 1934) and St. Louis’s Bob Gibson recording a microscopic 1.12 Earned Run Average – the lowest ERA in over a century. Gibson pitched over 300 innings and recorded 13 shutouts.

      McLain threw 336 innings and started 41 times! Pitching was so overwhelming that the overall batting average sank to .237. Great pitching caused so much concern that the mound was lowered after the season and the strike zone started to shrink. It got harder to get a hit!That season also gave baseball fans their last “true champion,” the come-from-behind, never-say-die Detroit Tigers, who captured their first American League pennant since 1945 and then proceeded to rally from a three-games-one deficit in the World Series to upset the heavily favored Cardinals in seven games.

      That was the final season that the winners of the American and National leagues went directly to the World Series. The format expanded to divisional play the following season and eventually added wild-card teams to the three and five-game series of MLB’s postseason format.For natives of the Detroit area, 1968 remains hallowed ground. The 1968 Tigers were not only a championship team, they were also in many ways a welcome bridge from hell to heaven.

      In 1967, some of the most destructive and violent American race rioting occurred in the Motor City. Of the civilians, police officers, firefighters, and National Guardsmen directly involved, 45 were killed and nearly 500 were wounded as the looting, arson, and chaos spread throughout the community. No one “was immune—not even the MLB team. An integral part of this team’s story during the 1960s was the player named Dick “Mad Dog” McAuliffe who grew up on the East Coast and would remain in the Tiger lineup for 14 seasons; he proved to be pivotal during the epic 1968 season.
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      A perfect fit, he was the right player for just the right team at just the right moment in time. In
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