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WHAT ARE GRADED READERS?

Graded readers are books in easy English. They are written for learners of English and use vocabulary and grammar at your level. 

Each book also includes some new, more difficult words. There are definitions for these words at the back of the book.

 

WHY READ GRADED READERS?


		Studies show that learners who read in English improve in all areas much faster than learners who don’t read.

		You don’t need a dictionary so reading is relaxing.

		The stories are all in modern English.

		You learn vocabulary and grammar in context (this is the best way, according to teachers).

		Reading a book in English improves your comprehension, fluency and confidence.

		Graded readers are not exercises. They are real stories you can enjoy, helping you learn English naturally




New words

When you see an underlined word, click on it. This will take you to a definition of the word at the back of the book.

 

People in the story

Phileas Fogg 

Passepartout – Fogg’s servant

Detective Fix

Aouda – a young Indian woman
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Chapter 1

Phileas Fogg meets Passepartout

Mr Phileas Fogg lived, in 1872, at Number 7 Saville Row, London. He was a member of the Reform Club, a special place for important men. They met to talk, eat and relax together.

Did Phileas Fogg have a job? No. But was he rich? Yes. Nobody knew where his money came from.

He was a very quiet man. His only hobbies were reading the newspaper and playing whist, a card game. He knew a lot about the world but he didn’t travel anymore. These days, he stayed in London.

Phileas Fogg didn’t have a wife or children, but this isn’t very unusual. However, he also had no good friends or family, and this is more unusual.

He lived alone and ate his meals alone at the Reform Club at exactly the same time every day.

Fogg’s life was simple and he had only one servant. One day, on 2 October, his servant, James Forster, brought him water for washing. Unfortunately, the water was thirty-eight degrees, not forty. Because of this, Fogg said, “You must leave my house immediately. I’ll find a new servant.”

Later that morning, Phileas Fogg sat in his chair and waited for his new servant. He watched his clock, which showed the hours, minutes and seconds. It was nearly half past ten, the time he normally went to the Reform Club.

At that moment, a young man, about thirty years old, entered the room.

“Are you John?” Phileas Fogg asked.

“It’s Jean,” answered the man. “Jean Passepartout.”

“You’re French,” said Fogg. 

“Yes,” said Passepartout. “I’ve had several different jobs, Mr Fogg. I worked in a circus for a few years and, before that, I was a singer and a dancer. I left France five years ago and became a servant. I want a quiet life now, you see.”

“Alright,” said Fogg. “From this moment, twenty-nine minutes past ten, you are my servant.”

Passepartout looked at his new master. Fogg was about forty years old, with a handsome face and a beard. He never hurried and never showed emotion.

Passepartout had a pleasant face, with blue eyes and brown hair. He was strong and rounder than the Englishman. He was kind and funny.

Phileas Fogg stood up and, without another word, left for the Reform Club.

Passepartout stayed in the house alone. He looked around and saw that everything was clean and tidy.

He smiled. “My new master lives a quiet life. That’s perfect for me! I’ve had enough adventure.”
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Chapter 2

An expensive conversation

Phileas Fogg arrived at the Reform Club. He went to the dining room and sat at the same table he always sat at. He ate his breakfast and drank several cups of tea. Then he stood up and went to the large hall. There, a member of staff brought him The Times newspaper and he read it until a quarter to one. He had lunch, then read some other newspapers.

Half an hour later, other members of the Reform Club came in and sat by the fire. They were Fogg’s whist partners. They were all rich, important men.

“Have you heard about the robbery?” asked Thomas Flanagan, a businessman. “A man stole fifty-five thousand pounds! Everyone is talking about it!”

“The bank will lose the money,” said Andrew Stuart, an engineer. 

“No!” said Gauthier Ralph, a manager of the Bank of England. “Detectives are looking for the robber. They’ll find him, I’m sure!”

“How did it happen?”

“Someone took the money from a desk at the bank.” Phileas Fogg spoke these words from behind his newspaper. He put it down and joined the conversation. “If a detective finds the robber and the money, the bank will give him two thousand pounds.”

“Where can the robber go?” asked Ralph.

“The world is a big place,” said Stuart.

“It was but it’s not so big anymore,” said Phileas Fogg, starting his card game with Flanagan.

“Has the world got smaller?” Stuart laughed.

“Yes, it has!” answered Ralph. “I agree with Mr Fogg. The world is smaller because now we can travel around it ten times faster than a hundred years ago.”

But Stuart didn’t agree. “Maybe you can go around the world in three months now, but that doesn’t mean—”

“In eighty days,” said Phileas Fogg.

“That’s true,” said Ralph. “In India, there is a new railway between Kholby and Prayagraj. So now it’s possible to travel around the world in eighty days. I read about it in the Daily Telegraph. Look!”

He showed the page in the newspaper:

London to Suez (Egypt)… 7 days

Suez to Mumbai (India)… 13 days

Mumbai to Kolkata (India)… 3 days

Kolkata to Hong Kong… 13 days

Hong Kong to Yokohama (Japan)… 6 days

Yokohama to San Francisco… 22 days

San Francisco to New York… 7 days

New York to London… 9 days

Total… 80 days

 “But what about bad weather or accidents?” said Stuart.

“That is all included,” said Phileas Fogg, without looking up from his cards.

“Why don’t you do it then?” asked Stuart.

“I’m happy to do it,” said Fogg.

“That’s crazy!” said Stuart. Then he thought for a moment. “If you try it, I’ll bet four thousand pounds that it’s impossible.”

“Alright,” said Fogg. He looked at the others, who were all listening. “I’ve got twenty thousand pounds in the bank. If I can’t go around the world in eighty days, that money is yours.”

“Twenty thousand pounds!” shouted Flanagan. “If you











cover.jpeg
Read Stories Learn English
i el

ELe





images/image.jpeg





images/image.png





