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[image: image]very cloud has a silver lining means you should never feel hopeless,   

difficult times always lead to better days. Difficult times are like dark clouds that pass overhead and block the sun but after sometime the cloud shines brighter then before.

Life is full of challenges, the longer we live, the more we face events or challenges. Some pass easily and others not. There are two kinds of people in the world, those who work hard and overcome situations and those who give up easily.

When you reach a point of not understanding what it is that’s happening in your life don’t think that God has abandoned you, continue walking with faith and believe in the possibility for better days ahead. The world we live in is not perfect and we will never ever find a world which is perfect.

People who face difficulties, are will able to improve and let their dreams come true and they are known to be brave people and the entire world re- spects them. In contrast there are people who watch their steps carefully, They study books and do what their bosses, parents or teachers teach them.

The when I was still walking with my own legs I didn’t have a problem even though I’d face challenges but I did not let those challenges take me down, I was able to do normal jobs to help my family and life was not that hard, I had both parents.

I had my share of tough times I remember how I’d walk barefoot in prima- ry because my parents weren’t working, and there was no money, Our family home was a small shack that had to accommodate all of us. I don’t blame my parents our upbringing, they didn’t have any educational background. It was left in our hands as their children to study hard and change the situation at home. My mother tried her best to guide us, though she wasn’t woking but she only wanted what’s best for my siblings and I. Sometime later my

father got a job, he was a bricklayer and he made sure we don’t go to bed on an empty stomach. However I feel like we have disappointed our parents that what they wanted us to be in life didn’t happen and we all don’t know that what went wrong.

There was a time were I was forced to accept that God doesn’t give you what you want. I must say losing my mother when I was young had to be the toughest phase of my journey, but we had to adjust as we were trying to deal with that months we almost lost our Father due to some illness that caused him a stroke, my big sisters wherehad no choice but to drop out from school and take on the responsibility of being breadwinner’s it was hard, they worked in a farm far from home, life was very stressful my younger sister and I couldn’t cope at school. With everything going on prayer was the only thing that kept us closer to God.

I told myself that one day I’ll be educated and pull my family out of poverty, build a big house and take care of my father and siblings. All that couldn’t happen, I got sick and ended up in a wheelchair. That caused me stress annd trauma, I’d even think of commiting suicide but when I thought of my father those suicidal thoughts faded.

God showed me his grace and removed doubt from my heart. I told myself that if the disability was not meant to happen to me or my father then who?

I ended up dropping out of school when I was doing Grade 11 I didn’t write my matric in 2019 so that I can study further and have a qualification. This was my plan of getting a better job so I can help my family. I find it difficult, because opportunities for people living with disabilities are very scarce, I have a dream of starting a driving school so I can generate income and put food on the table, depending on the disability grant isn’t enough but I know God will make a way, I always pray and I have hope that Better Days Are Coming I believe that good things come to those who wait.

Going through such a painful situation is not easy but I intend to not give up until I become a successfull business man, I believe determination and hard work make our dreams come true, we just need to trust in God’s.

I have learnt that for a person to survive in this world they got to be strong and not let small things lead them to giving up on their dreams and goals and “As it is said, success doesn’t come easy it takes hard work and deter- mination to be successful” those words are the one that keep me going and stay focused.

I still have faith that one day I will put my life together and have a success- ful life, forget about what I have been through and forget about my past, usually say if you plant a tree it will not grow well if you don’t water it, because for a tree to grow and show same green leaves you must take care of it, but if don’t the tree it will have brown leaves showing that the tree is not being taken care.

After I got Baptised everything started to change, I saw things differently, before that I’d lock myself up, I was ashamed of my disability but as time went by the pastor came to visit me at home just to check up on me. I was in a bad space were my friends and family didn’t bother visiting me, they just weren’t there for. I saw God through the people from church who guided me and helped me in my time of darkness, It’s true what they say “when days are dark friends are few”

My wife was the one who played an important role in taking care of me she did everything that I couldn’t do because I was very sick and, I’ll forver be grateful for her. Ever since I got sick she was there for me and she was the one who was hands on when I was admitted in hospital and she made sure that I drank my treatment every day so I can return home and live my normal life. Even when I landed on a wheelchair she never left, we are still together and happy.

Without her I don’t think I’d still be alive looking at everything has hap- pened. Our challenges and disagreement failed to seperate us, instead of breaking up we hold on tighter and pray to God for strength. It is very rare to find someone who is in their youth that who can hold on to a marriage with a dissabled person. We’d sometimes go to bed on an empty stomach and that made me tell her to leave me because I had nothing to offer, but she stayed. My wife belives God sent her to me for a reaason, which is why I can boldly say my wife is a strong woman.

I spent three years without a wheelchair, or a proper bathroom that for me was a huge challenge. I couldn’t even go to town, all I’d do is sit in my bed- room and watch television. When I got discharged from hospital my wife fetched me with a wheelbarrow, with the help of my nephew they pushed me home. The most devasting part of this all was when we passed people and they looked at me as if they’d just seen a ghost, some feared me as they were under the impressesion that I had AIDS, they stayed away becuase they thought I’d pass it on to them.I was very ill, my hands were painfull I couldn’t eat using my hands, I couldn’t take myself to the bathroom howev- er my nephew and wife were there to help. I’d cry to God asking him why

he put me in such a situation, I still don’t have an answer.

I later found out that I have spinal cord TB ,Ithink that’s when I got ac- knowledge my situation and I accepted my situation. I took my TB medi- cation througout, after that I could take myself to the bathroom, I didn’t need a diaper or anything of that sort, however I had complications with my left lung, I’d have problems when I went to bed because whenever I tried to sleep I’d cough so much until oneday I went to the doctor and he told me has a lot of water I got booked for an operation. I agreed and went for my operation, when I woke up I was in ICE with pipes which were draining all the water it was so painful I couldn’t even go to the toilet but the nurses there were very kind, up until I was strong and healthy.

After finding out that I have a spinal cord TB ,I ended up taking a HIV treatment, I wanted to know my status and by the time I found out that I am HIV positive I had it hard accepting that this was going to be my lifetime status, eventually I did and I’ve been living like this for seven years now. I encourage everyone to know their status, It’s very imporatant.

Better days are coming in my life and no one can stop that. God has a pur- pose about my life and he knows why I’m on wheelchair. I believe we might plan but God’s plans are above and they win all the time.

Sometimes you have to accept your situation so that you can live a normal life, focus to the things that makes you happy. If you don’t you’ll remain misreable for the rest of your life. Avoid dwelling on the negative. All I can say is whenever you feel like you are lost the only thing that you can do to regain your strength
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