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"What if Steven Spielberg

directed a Stephen King

book?” That was how

twin brothers Matt and

Ross Duffer pitched Stranger Things to

Netflix. When the first season landed on

July 15 2016, with its retro black and red

graphics and synthed-up theme music,

few predicted it would become such a

runaway sensation. In fact, over 15 other

studios had already turned the idea

down. But three seasons later, Stranger

Things has become a cultural phenomenon,

made stars of its child actors, won a load








of awards, spawned its own range of merch

and made us all nostalgic for the 80s –

even if we weren’t even born then.








The Duffer brothers were

though! They were born in

1984 and grew up in North

Carolina. They became

obsessed with Tim Burton’s

Batman and when their

parents bought them a video

camera, they started making

their own movies. After

film school they wrote and

directed the movie Hidden,

but it wasn’t exactly a

smash hit. They initially saw








The Duffer twins

(actually wait they’re

just brothers)








How it went from word-of-mouth must-see

to TV game changer.
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The competition to see

who was most excited got

off to a good start.








Stranger Things as a film, but everybody

they pitched it to said no. Thankfully,

this was the start of the TV streaming

boom, and eventually Netflix gave

them the green light to make

a horror/adventure show

starring a bunch of pre-

teen kids, a monster and

some ominously-flickering

Christmas lights.








The breakout success

of Stranger Things has

been attributed to nerd

culture going mainstream

(take the Marvel superhero

movies), supernatural elements

becoming cool (think of the dragons on

Game of Thrones) and the hunger for

nostalgia in increasingly challenging

times. The internet went crazy for the








show’s stars, snappy dialogue and cult

references - leading to numerous memes

and hashtags (e.g. #SAVEBARB). The third

season was binge-watched by a

record-breaking 40.7 million

people around the world.

It’s not clear if the fourth

season of the show will

be its last (after all, how

many bad things can

happen in Hawkins before

everyone just moves?),

but Netflix have signed the

Duffer brothers up to make

more TV shows and movies

in the years to come, in a deal

reportedly worth hundreds of millions of

dollars. That’s a lot of Eggos.
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