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BEST MOMENTS HAPPEN when they are unplanned.
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But she’s not waiting around for me. And I’m not sure how much more of not being able to have her that I can take...
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“ALL RIGHT, ALL RIGHT, all right,” Violet told me, raising her hand to stop me in my tracks. “Start from the beginning again. What happened?”

Sighing heavily, I sank my head back on to the couch. I couldn’t believe that any of this had actually happened. I couldn’t believe I had been stupid enough to fall for it. 

I should have known better. I should have known better than to fly off on that trip with him and act like it wasn’t going to lead to anything else. I had known from the moment we took off that something was going to happen, and I hadn’t stopped it. 

Hell, if anything, I had wanted it. I had needed his touch, his attention, everything he had lavished on me that first time we had gone away together. 

But now, it was over. It was over and done with and I had been the one to put the final nail in the coffin of everything that had been happening between us. I knew it was for the best really, but that didn’t make it any easier to handle. 

He had just been so fucking confusing. And I needed someone in my life who could make things easier to understand, not drive me crazy as I tried to wrap my head around just what he intended for me. 

“So, when you got there, everything was normal?” Violet asked.

I sighed and nodded, then launched into the story from the start once more. I had come through the door and basically shouted bits of it at her from my bedroom as I tossed around all my clothes and put them back in their place, but she hadn’t been able to piece much together. 

So I ran through everything again from the beginning. The trip, the sex, the movies, the romance, and then him turning on me like none of that had happened in the first place, making me feel like it had been a mistake from the start.

I should have known better than to fall into bed with him again. I should have been more careful. Hell, I knew that much for sure, even though I had been all too eager to just slide into bed with him the very first chance I got. The reality was I loved being around him, and there was something about the attitude he took on outside of work that made me feel as though he wanted me, as though it was about more than just the way I looked and instead had everything to do with the way that I made him feel.

And maybe that was the truth. Or maybe I had just convinced myself of that because I couldn’t resist his touch once again. I had no idea, and looking back wasn’t making it any clearer to me. Well, until Violet said the very last thing on earth that I wanted to hear.

“So you were the one who said you wanted to keep it professional?” 

I nodded. “Yeah, I did.” 

I knew that I was a hypocrite of the highest order and that I had a hell of a lot to answer for, given all the rules that I had laid out and then turned my back on as soon as the opportunity arose. I was a fucking idiot really, and I knew it. But that didn’t mean that I felt any better about what had happened between us. 

We were supposed to just go golfing. Nothing more than that. I had been the one to make that clear, and he would have gone along with it, too. I knew that he would. If I’d asked, he would have rented out a whole other bungalow for me to stay in so that we didn’t have to share a space, if that was what had made me comfortable. But I had gone along with it because, in the back of my mind, whether I wanted to admit it or not, I needed to be close to him in that way. 

“And when you guys slept together,” she continued. “You wanted more, right?”

“Yeah, I did,” I admitted. “I just—we’re good together like that. And I thought it might have been the start of something real. I knew that we had some issues with it before, but it felt different then. I was sure that we could find some way to make it work.”

“Even though you told him that’s not what you wanted,” she reminded me. 

I winced. “Yeah, even though I told him that,” I confessed. 

The more she was talking about it, the more I felt like all of this just boiled down to being my fault more than anything else. If I had been a little clearer, if I had laid down the law and made it obvious that this wasn’t going to go anywhere else, maybe I wouldn’t have taken it so badly when he had spoken to me like that. Maybe—

“You quit, right?” she asked me. “The job, I mean. Not just whatever was happening with him.”

“I did.”

“So what are you going to do for work now?” 

I sank my head into my hands and shrugged my shoulders. “I have no idea what I’m going to do.” 

I knew I should have thought a little harder about the fact that I had just given up the job. I should have focused a little harder on finding a way to navigate around the awkwardness that I had managed to make happen between us, but I felt like it just wasn’t that easy. 

I couldn’t stand to be around him any longer, not after what had happened between us. Not after knowing that he would still just click back into this form with no warning, that he would still treat me as a throwaway when he got the chance. I needed more than that. I deserved more than that too. I was sure of it. 

“I do, though,” Violet told me firmly. “First, you need to get some rest. Sounds like you’ve had one hell of a trip. I thought going on vacation was meant to be relaxing, right?”

“Yeah, something like that,” I replied, managing to smile at her. 

I got to my feet and stretched my arms over my head. Shit, I felt like I needed to crawl into bed and sleep for twenty years. Which I could actually do now, given that I had just left my job and had no reason to turn up to work again anytime soon. 

“Good night, Vi,” I murmured to her. “I’ll speak to you tomorrow, all right?”

“Sleep as long as you need to,” she replied, waving her hand to dismiss me. “Sounds like you have a lot of pieces to put together right now.”

I headed through to bed and closed the door behind me. As soon as I heard it click into the latch, I flopped down and let out a groan. I couldn’t believe I had let all of that happen to me. 

I had promised myself when we arrived back at work after that first trip that this would be different. That I wouldn’t just give in to what I wanted and that I would pay attention for a change to what was going on in my head. I needed to make money, I needed to get back on my feet, and I wasn’t going to do that by sliding into bed with the man who was meant to be paying my wages at the end of every month.

Honestly, I should have known myself better by now really. I should have known that I had this habit of pushing against the rules I made for myself, even when I knew they were in my best interest. How could I resist a man like that when I knew that I wanted him and knew that I couldn’t have him? 

It was almost unfair of me to put those rules on myself, and even more unfair of me to expect him to abide by them when I hardly had a handle on them by myself. 

But that didn’t mean he’d had the right to treat me the way he had. Not a chance in hell. I just didn’t understand how he managed to slip from one version of himself to the other so damn quickly, without any space in between for me to make sense of what had just happened. 

I deserved at least that much, didn’t I? I deserved an explanation as to why he had shifted so suddenly from the version of him that seemed to like me to the one that seemed to want nothing to do with me. It just wasn’t fair. I didn’t understand how he could change so fast. 

And that was what I was angry about more than anything. Yes, sure, I was mad at myself for giving in to him again so quickly, but I was madder at him because he had known that I wanted him. He had known that this was shifting into something new, something different. 

He had been the one who had basically initiated all that romance, all that lovey-dovey stuff. Whisking me out for that private picnic, just the two of us, holding my hand when we were out together, making sure that the whole world knew I belonged to him and he wasn’t going to let anything change that. It was more than any decent person could handle without falling a little in love, and it was unfair of him to think that he could pull all of that out of the hat and then just go back to normal. Go back to how he always was. Not expecting me to see one drop of difference in all of that. 

I missed that version of him. That was the one that I wanted above all else. Not the version that seemed to snap and change as soon as something went wrong. The one that reacted to hearing from his father as though he wanted to flip a table. The one that stormed around and told me to get ready so we could leave with no warning. I didn’t want that man. I wanted the one who treated me like he couldn’t get enough of me, someone who was sweet, earnest, and kind. 

But I knew that I didn’t get to pick and choose between versions of him like that. If I wanted him, then I wanted all of him, and it didn’t work any other way. I couldn’t just decide that I didn’t like this part of him, no matter how irritating it seemed or how far removed it was from the man who treated me like I deserved all the care and attention in the world. I had to accept that they all came as part of one package, and that package was what I was signing up for if I wanted to be with him at all.

And that was that. I didn’t. I couldn’t, not if it meant dealing with him when he snapped at me for no reason. 

I wasn’t going to put up with being treated that way. Not a chance in hell. I had better things to do with my life than run around trying to make him happy when I knew that it would never really happen.

Yet, there was some part of me—no matter how ill-informed, no matter how naïve—that hoped I would be able to find something else inside of him. What was it they said? That a man sometimes just needed the love of a good woman to draw him out of his state of distrust and distaste. Perhaps that was all he was waiting for really. Perhaps that was all that he needed.

After all, from what he had told me about his parents, it wasn’t as though he’d had the best people to base his love life on. His mom and dad had split up when he was young, and his dad had taken off with a collection of wives young enough to be his siblings practically. No wonder he had no faith in the way all of this went. I didn’t think I would have been able to mess much of it up, not after what he had been through.

But did that mean that I had to be the one to fix it? No, I couldn’t do that for anyone. Let alone a grown man like him. 

He was old enough now that he was set in his ways, and if his ways involved turning into an asshole whenever things didn’t go his way, then that wasn’t my problem to fix. 

When I had been his assistant, sure, I needed to help out with the way he lived his life day in and day out. But that didn’t mean I had to do the same thing as his girlfriend. 

There were men out there who had already come to terms with the people that they were, who weren’t going to hold my attitude against me, who were never going to make me feel the way
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