
  
    
      
    
  


Ice on Wheels

			Synopsis


Can falling in love melt the hearts of the iciest ice
queens?


All’s fair in love and roller derby. That’s Riley Fauchet’s motto, until a new job lands her at the same company—and on the same team—as her rival Brooke Landry, the frosty jammer for the Big Easy Bruisers.



Praise for Aurora Rey

You Again

			“You Again is a wonderful, feel good, low angst read with beautiful and intelligent characters that will melt your heart, and an enchanting second-chance love story.”—Rainbow Reflections

			Twice Shy

			“[A] tender, foodie romance about a pair of middle aged lesbians who find partners in each other and rediscover themselves along the way. …Rey’s cute, occasionally steamy, romance reminds readers of the giddy intensity falling in love brings at any age, even as the characters negotiate the particular complexities of dating in midlife—meeting the children, dealing with exes, and revealing emotional scars. This queer love story is as sweet and light as one of Bake My Day’s famous cream puffs.”—Publishers Weekly

			“This book is all the reasons why I love Aurora Rey’s writing. It’s delicious with a good helping of sexy. It was a nice change to read a book where the women were not in their late 20s–30s…”—Les Rêveur

			The Last Place You Look

			“This book is the perfect book to kick your feet up, relax with a glass of wine and enjoy. I’m a big Aurora Rey fan because her deliciously engaging books feature strong women who fall for sweet butch women. It’s a winning recipe.”—Les Rêveur

			“The romance is satisfying and full-bodied, with each character learning how to achieve her own goals and still be part of a couple. A heartwarming story of two lovers learning to move past their fears and commit to a shared future.”—Kirkus Reviews

			“[A] sex-positive, body-positive love story. With its warm atmosphere and sweet characters, The Last Place You Look is a fluffy LGBTQ+ romance about finding a second chance at love where you least expect it.”—Foreword Reviews

			Ice on Wheels—Novella in Hot Ice

			“I liked how Brooke was so attracted to Riley despite the massive grudge she had. No matter how nice or charming Riley was, Brooke was dead set on hating her. A cute enemies to lovers story.”—Bookvark

			The Inn at Netherfield Green

			“I really enjoyed this book but that’s not surprising because it came from the pen of Aurora Rey. This is the kind of book you read while sitting by a warm fire with a Rosemary Gin and snuggly blanket.”—Les Rêveur

			“[Aurora Rey] constantly delivers a well-written romance that has just the right blend of humour, engaging characters, chemistry and romance.”—C-Spot Reviews

			Lead Counsel—Novella in The Boss of Her

			“Lead Counsel by Aurora Rey is a short and sweet second chance romance. Not only was this story paced well and a delight to sink into, but there’s A++ good swearing in it and has lines like this that made me all swoony because of how beautifully they’re crafted.”—Lesbian Review

			Recipe for Love

			“Recipe for Love by Aurora Rey is a gorgeous romance that’s sure to delight any of the foodies out there. Be sure to keep snacks on hand when you’re reading it, though, because this book will make you want to nibble on something!”—Lesbian Review

			Autumn’s Light—Lambda Literary Award Finalist

			“Aurora Rey has a knack for writing characters you care about and she never gives us the same pairing twice. Each character is always unique and fully fleshed out. Most of her pairings are butch/femme and her diversity in butch rep is so appreciated. This goes to prove the butch characters do not need to be one dimensional, nor do they all need to be rugged. Rey writes romances in which you can happily immerse yourself. They are gentle romances which are character driven.”—Lesbian Review

			“[Autumn’s Light] was another fun addition to a great series.”—Danielle Kimerer, Librarian (Nevins Memorial Library, Massachusetts)

			“Aurora Rey has shown a mastery of evoking setting and this is especially evident in her Cape End romances set in Provincetown. I have loved this entire series…”—Kitty Kat’s Book Review Blog

			Spring’s Wake

			“[A] feel-good romance that would make a perfect beach read. The Provincetown B&B setting is richly painted, feeling both indulgent and cozy.”—RT Book Reviews

			“Spring’s Wake has shot to number one in my age-gap romance favorites shelf.”—Les Rêveur

			“Spring’s Wake by Aurora Rey is charming. This is the third story in Aurora Rey’s Cape End romance series and every book gets better. Her stories are never the same twice and yet each one has a uniquely her flavour. The character work is strong and I find it exciting to see what she comes up with next.”—Lesbian Review

			Summer’s Cove

			“As expected in a small-town romance, Summer’s Cove evokes a sunny, light-hearted atmosphere that matches its beach setting. …Emerson’s shy pursuit of Darcy is sure to endear readers to her, though some may be put off during the moments Darcy winds tightly to the point of rigidity. Darcy desires romance yet is unwilling to disrupt her son’s life to have it, and you feel for Emerson when she endeavors to show how there’s room in her heart for a family.”—RT Book Reviews

			Crescent City Confidential—Lambda Literary Award Finalist

			“Crescent City Confidential pulled me into the wonderful sights, sounds and smells of New Orleans. I was totally captivated by the city and the story of mystery writer Sam and her growing love for the place and for a certain lady. …It was slow burning but romantic and sexy too. A mystery thrown into the mix really piqued my interest.”—Kitty Kat’s Book Review Blog

			“Crescent City Confidential is a sweet romance with a hint of thriller thrown in for good measure.”—Lesbian Review

			Built to Last

			“Rey’s frothy contemporary romance brings two women together to restore an ancient farmhouse in Ithaca, N.Y. …[T]he women totally click in bed, as well as when they’re poring over paint chips, and readers will enjoy finding out whether love conquers all.”—Publishers Weekly

			Winter’s Harbor

			“This is the story of Lia and Alex and the beautifully romantic and sexy tale of a winter in Provincetown, a seaside holiday haven. A collection of interesting characters, well-fleshed out, as well as a gorgeous setting make for a great read.”—Inked Rainbow Reads

			“One of my all time favourite Lesbian romance novels and probably the most reread book on my Kindle. …Absolutely love this debut novel by Aurora Rey and couldn’t put the book down from the moment the main protagonists meet. Winter’s Harbor was written beautifully and it was full of heart. Unequivocally 5 stars.”—Les Rêveur
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Chapter One


Brooke called off the jam, and Tracy signaled from the sideline for
a time-out. Brooke skated toward her coach and grabbed a bottle of water. A
glance at the scoreboard told her what she already knew. The lead they’d given
up at the start of the second half was within reach. With twenty seconds on the
clock, the next jam would be the last of the bout. And it would determine who
walked away with the Louisiana Women’s Roller Derby championship trophy and who
went home runner-up.


After a quick discussion about strategy and a rally cry, the Big
Easy Bruisers lined up with the Cajun Queens one final time. Brooke had managed
to secure the inside position and found herself staring down a wall of rival
blockers. The whistle blew, and she launched herself into the fray.


She pushed through the pack and saw her ref’s arm go up. She’d
claimed the lead jammer spot. That meant the title was in reach.


Not quite yet. She tamped down her excitement and made a loop,
looking for her next opening. She pushed her way past a pair of blockers that
lagged back to slow her down.


And then she saw it. Like the heavens parting in some mythical
moment of clarity, the route around the outside of the track cleared. She
angled herself to take it, hugging the outside line. A quick glance back told
her the Queens jammer was gaining on her. This was her chance.


She rounded the curve, the taste of victory already in her mouth.
They were going to win. Even better, she was going to score the game-deciding
points.


By the time she saw the blocker out of the corner of her eye, it
was too late. Not that she could have done much to stop her. She cut across the
inside of the track at full speed. Just like a car accident, the split second
before impact felt like slow motion. Just long enough for her to tense, even
though she knew that would only make it worse. The blocker plowed into her
shoulder-first. The momentum lifted her off the ground; the pain in her ribs paired
with the feeling of her skates losing contact with the track.


As her entire body hit the concrete, her brain went fuzzy, then
black.


She opened her eyes. A sharp pain radiated from her right hip. Not
the, oh God, I broke something sort of pain, but the kind that screamed for ice
and would leave a massive bruise for the next couple of weeks. Wuthering Hits
and Crashin’ Cali hovered over her, looks of concern on their faces.


“Are you okay?” Cali asked.


She blinked a few times, remembered how she got where she was, and
groaned. “We lost, didn’t we?”


Hits offered her a wry smile. “If you’re asking, I’m taking it
you’re okay.”


She was so not okay. She’d been a hundred feet from taking her
team to the state championship, and she’d blown it. “I didn’t black out, did
I?”


Cali shook her head. “No, it’s only been a few seconds. Do you
remember getting hit?”


Oh, she remembered. But she didn’t know who’d been the one to do
it. “Who took me out?”


“Does it really matter at this point?”


“Yes.” She hauled herself to a seated position and realized that
every pair of eyes in the place was trained on her. Members of the opposing
team had taken a knee. Fuck. “But not now. Help me up, will you?”


Understanding the urgency behind her request, they each grabbed a
hand and pulled her to her feet. Despite the flush of embarrassment in her
cheeks, she lifted a hand to signal she was unhurt. The requisite applause was
quickly drowned out by the roar of cheering.


Right. The Queens had held off on their celebrations until it was
clear she’d not been seriously injured. While such sportsmanship was usually
one of her favorite things about derby, today it just made everything worse.


She made it to the bench and collapsed in a chair. Her teammates
crowded around her, a mixture of concern and well-meaning support on their
faces. She’d have been no different had the tables been turned. Even at its
most competitive, the camaraderie mattered above all else.


But not today. Today, she’d failed, and all she wanted to do was
crawl in a
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