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King of Cups

Alice spread the cards in the special deck and drew one. She straightened up the deck on the shelf and took the King of Cups with her upstairs to her room. She was on the stairs when she heard Madeline lead a client into the tarot reading room. Alice walked into her room and sat down at the desk.

She blinked as she found the corresponding cards from her decks. She listened to the music Eliot was playing in the greenhouse. She opened her notebook and grabbed her pen. It didn’t take her long to start writing notes on the current card.

She didn’t know how long it took her to fill a whole page in her notebook. She blinked when she heard her aunt cooking in the kitchen. Alice set her pen down and stood up. She walked downstairs and into the kitchen. She no longer heard any music and moments later, Eliot entered the kitchen. He set the table and stood by for the card of the day.

Madeline didn’t turn around or even turn her head. She kept her eyes on her cooking. “What is the card of the day?”

Alice answered, “King of Cups.”

Madeline asked, “What is the upright meaning?”

Alice answered, “The upright meaning is a good person who is respected in business and community. A leader who is subservient to the querent. They can be liberal, artistic, religious, kind, adaptable, honest, knowledgeable, supportive, tolerant and empathic. They can be a scholar, author, scientist, lawyer, or artist.”

Madeline nodded. “What is the reverse meaning?”

Alice answered, “The reverse meaning is a trickster or unredeemable character. It can indicate a flaring temperament, injustice, loss or even ruin.”

Madeline nodded. “You may get another card tomorrow.”

Eliot smiled. “Another king?”

Alice laughed. “Probably.” She got drinks for everyone.

Madeline finished cooking and served everyone. They sat down together and starting eating. They were quiet. They had nothing better to do at that time than eating another delicious meal.

When they were done eating, Madeline left the kitchen to deal with more tarot clients. Eliot and Alice cleared the table, washed dishes and cleaned the kitchen. Then they went to the greenhouse. He turned on music and pulled up orders on the big screen. They got to work on the big orders.

He finished his part first and set up boxes. He printed out labels and put them on the boxes. He then checked to see where she was at in her crafting. He noticed that she was going to run out of plant material. He made notes of what she would need, grabbed his tools and went to find the plants.

She finished her part of the orders and packed up the items in their respective orders. She sealed up the boxes just as the delivery person arrived. She handed the boxes over and they accepted the boxes with a smile.

Eliot came back and processed the plants she needed. When he was done, he labeled each item and then placed them on the shelf where she would find them. She finished the smaller orders and their stock of popular items.

They cleaned up the greenhouse together. Clients came and went happily paying for the their favorite items. When all the orders had been picked up, Eliot and Alice went inside the house to clean some rooms until it was time for dinner.

They discovered it was just easier to clean the rooms together. Somehow it went faster. The living room, attic and their rooms didn’t get cleaned everyday, but once a week was enough. They even thoroughly cleaned the kitchen once a week.

It wasn’t that Madeline hadn’t notice. She was busy dealing with her clients and cooking and sleeping that she wasn’t fully aware of when the young elves were cleaning the house. They tended to find time to clean different rooms once a week on specific days rather than doing it all at once.

They were in the attic while Madeline was taking a nap. They dusted and swept the room. They heard Madeline get up and walk downstairs unaware of what they were doing. She went to the kitchen to cook dinner for everyone.

Eliot looked at Alice, “So, who’s the King of Cups to you?”

Alice smiled. “The reversed King of Cups is Heath and the upright King of Cups is you.”

He smiled at her. “Why do you think that?”

She answered, “Heath is an unredeemable character with a flaring temperament. He’s also a trickster.” She paused to finish cleaning. “You are good and respected by many including my aunt. You are kind and honest.”

They embraced and kissed. Two ghosts smiled at them and appeared in the attic.

James said, “I was wondering when this part would be happening.”

Alice gently pushed Eliot away. “Oh, I forgot you two live here in the attic.”

Mr. Flowers smiled. “We’re just ghosts, so why remember that we can just appear and disappear when we want to?”

Alice laughed. “Dad, you haven’t changed. Still just as funny with your comments.”

Eliot laughed. “It’s good to know you had a decent relationship with one of your parents.”

Alice smiled. “Yeah, it wasn’t always like this with dad. I didn’t always understand him. I think he and I have some important things in common. I’m sure part of the reason we didn’t always get along was because he was under my mother’s influence.”

Mr. Flowers nodded. “I would agree with that. Now that I’m free from her influence I can see Alice as she truly is. I can also see how much happier she is away from her mother. I don’t even know how anyone gets a regular job anymore. Alice just got one because Madeline offered it to her.”

Alice nodded. “I don’t think my mother understands how to get a job anymore. She just wants to believe it’s just me when there are too many other factors that have changed. Some employers have made it impossible to get hired or even get an interview. They seem to just want to complain that no one is qualified. I suspect more people are qualified, but the apps they use to screen people use too narrow of a view to understand there could be more people who are qualified.”

Eliot nodded. “I think that’s a big factor. That and some people have just learned that it can be next to impossible to support one’s self on many jobs because they don’t pay enough. It’s better to work on one’s own so one will have continued employment.”

Alice sighed. “Yes, even if that work doesn’t pay that well. I think it’s better to do something we love so we’re happier and healthier. Or at least do something we don’t mind. I don’t know how people can stay employed when employers play games and don’t know how to hire or they over hire only to lay off people sooner or later.”

Eliot added, “They tend to overwork the few people they have. It’s as if they want slaves who will keep working all the time who don’t have needs that need to be addressed.”

Alice sighed. “Then they should hire robots or computers to do that work. The rest of us need to be respected and not thrown out because we’re too expensive. It’s not good to be punished for being loyal or doing extra work.”

Eliot nodded. “I’m so glad I don’t work for anyone else now. Madeline is a much kinder boss than that.”

Alice smiled. “She is. I don’t mind her curmudgeonly ways. She’s honest and if I didn’t do my work, I’m sure she’d be mad and let me know.”

Eliot laughed. “She is good at that.”

Alice continued, “And she knows when to step back and just let us supervise ourselves.”

Eliot said, “I think we better get to the kitchen.”

Alice readily agreed. They walked downstairs and into the kitchen. He set the table and she grabbed drinks for everyone. Madeline had just finished cooking and promptly served everyone. They sat down together.

Madeline said, “I noticed the stock is good in the greenhouse. My clients are still quite happy with what you two craft. I don’t know how you do it all.”

Alice smiled. “Well, we make a good team and we know what we need to do.”

Madeline nodded. “And I hear that you two also clean the house. When do you find the time to do that?”

Eliot answered, “We find time. We don’t do it all at once. We do clean up the kitchen and greenhouse everyday and that helps. Then we have specific days when we clean different rooms in the house.”

Madeline nodded. “Oh, I see. Why don’t you clean my room?”

Alice laughed. “Do you need us to clean your room? I thought you did a good job of that already.”

Madeline said, “I can still keep it clean for now. I doubt I could handle the rest of the house. Which of you decided to clean the rest of the house?”

Eliot answered, “I did. I noticed you weren’t doing it and it was the least I could for you after you taking me in and teaching me all that you did.”

Madeline smiled. “Oh, I see. Then why did Alice join in?”

Alice answered, “Because it’s a good idea. I noticed Eliot was doing it and joined in once I understood why he was doing it.”

Madeline said, “I guess I don’t have anything to really worry about with you two.”
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