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0 5,517 years ago. *
: Midnight. Late Spring.

;. Wizard Island. Not so far from 42.941100,
-122.157225. =

i Sky ablaze with stars. Lake a mirror of black.
Nothing disturbs its surface.

: Young Woman and Young Man huddle close
together in the cold. Both wear elk skins and

caps and sandals woven out of tule.

i They hold hands. Her right hand in his right.
His left hand in her left. =
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: You saw it come out of water. * :2 Young Woman says. **
: Nothing swims in &-ush. :* :2 Young Man insists, turning to face the lake. **
: Nothing swims here. * : Young Woman echoes. * :: But this no kia"m. **
:. No fish in ampu. So very deep. Why water sleeps. -

:. Unless winds wake surface. *

:. Young Man nods. ¥ :. Unless winds wake surface. Katak gf. :*
:. Truth. But tonight, look, no winds. :*

:. Yea. No winds. :*

:. Lake tcheléwash-é. :*
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: Proto-Klamath Inscribed Thunderegg :

36





OEBPS/images/Dani_9780375715037_epub3_045_r1.jpg
2 Young Woman lets go of Young Man's left hand. His right hand, though, keeps a
tight hold of her right hand. **

:. They do not wait for dawn. They will not come for us by day. You heard the
mbawa-y. You saw their ki"pkash-y go dark. :*

:. Yea. | heard the screams. | saw the fires go dark. :*

:2 Then are we free? :* :: Young Woman asks, suddenly afraid. ** :2 Can we for-
age for joyjiks and doycq“as? -

:. Strawberries and chokeberries. Bush honeysuckles and wild plum
too. :* X Young Man lipbrushes Young Womar's cheeks. **

:. Lulinash. Hadsha and kli“sh.

X Yea. * i1 Young Man laughs. ** :2 Pond-lily seed too. And acorns from white
and black oaks.
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=2 Young Woman lipbrushes Young Mar's lips and tries to take back his left hand. **

2 Instead, Young Man places his left hand on ground. * :* But not on awaléga. **

=2 Young Woman understands. * :* This island is litchlitchli and k’lekétkish.

:. Yea. Powerful and dangerous. My p“tish-llish came here na“dszeks waita
to see Wanaka. *

=2 Young Woman echoes. * =2 Your father waited here nine days and waited
here nine nights to meet Young Silver Fox. My p“gish-lush sent my tapiiukani to

find Tchéwamtch.

= Young Man echoes. * :* Your mother sent your youngest brother here to find
Old Antelope. :*

:. We sent ourselves to find ourselves, but we found something else. :* :: Then
Young Woman gets idea. ** :> Maybe we saw our Wanaka or Tchéwamtch? ™
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=2 But lake rippled. ** = Young Man now echoes. *
:. Great ripples! To far lali“sh-y. :*
= Young Man can't deny it. ** : To far shores. &
;. It ikdn-a great waves. .
: Young Man turns from lake to look at Young Woman. He smiles. **
:. We are forbidden. :* : Young Man sayps. :* :. Especially here. :*
i Yea. Why we hiyaha-o here. ** :2 Young Woman smiles. **

:. Yea. Why we escaped here. But shupumtchishaltko-sha followed our trail
to Gi‘'wash E-ush. * : Young Man’s smile fades. * :* Shishékish-sha too. *
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vunsha

dusk. :*

Our cousins and warriors followed us to Crater Lake, but they found no
ga..’

They found no boat. :* :: Young Man agrees. -* :: They feared gé-upka-é at

:. But we did not fear! We swam! We gtikaka-o! :

:. Yea. We escaped. :*

:. Mbushéala and shuldékua. **:: Young Woman lipbrushes Young Man’s

eyes.

:. Yea. We will marry. We will have children. But not gita. :*

:. No, not here. :*

:. They pé’ktgi-mé and by waitash come for us. :*
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:. Dawn will tell for sure. *
:. But it passed us by. That is true. Katak gf. :*

= Young Man pulls from his shlda sack a thunderegg. * : I saw it, katak gf, but |
also did not see what | saw, true. | képa-i only :: that :* it had pushpdshli lG"lpam
liwayaks. Deeper than Gi‘wash E-ush. Blacker than this kiuks shilshila kta-i. No
ki“sh. Did we see same stare? .

= Young Woman takes the unmarked rock, looks at it, then gives it back.

:. The eyes | saw were filled with fire.© :

:. “For alternate set variants of gestural translations, including alveolar clicks, numer-
ous sibilants, bilabial fricatives, retroflex approximants, pharyngeal consonants, see
88910350-02031966-060619650105, order VI, v.26, n.13. .
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: Shashapsh? & :* Young Man plays along. **
:. No, not Old Grizzly. -*

:. Tchashkayaga?

:. Not Weaslet. :*

:. Ké-utchiamtch? *

:. Not Gray Wolf.

:: Shii’kamtch? *

:. Not Old Crane. **

:: Shléa? =
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= Young Woman hesitates. * :- No lynx. Not kaika-ush. &

i Young Man agrees. ** :. No, not mountain lion. It rose from water like new-
born yaina of kéknish. 3

i Yea! Mountain of snow! Kakiaksh of wésh! Shilshila! :* : She is happy that
they are in agreement. *

:. Thunder, aye. But whirlwind of ice free to kawakaga this world. :
: Llao? . I
= Young Man now lets go of the Young Woman’s right hand and stands. **
:. Waves still beat lake when it reached those who would ka-iha us. :*

:2 Young Woman stands too. ¥ :. It was hunting our people. *
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Who Said That? ™

“Do you realize that
they couldn’t even
read Eggplant?”

1) Jonathan Gold

2) Ursula K. Le Guin
3) Dave Chappelle
4) Ariana Grande

5) Steven Pinker
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What you don’t yet know are
the stakes of this struggle.

— David Foster Wallace
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