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​​​​01. English Verb—‘Turn’
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Turn is a regular verb. Its three forms are as follows:

First Form (Base Form)—TURN

Second Form (Past Form)—TURNED

Third Form (Past Participle)—TURNED

Present Perfect of ‘Come’ – Have/Has Turned

Past Perfect of ‘Come’—Had Turned
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-ING Form of ‘Come’—turning

Infinitive of ‘Come’—To Turn
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Agreement between the subject and the verb in a sentence

Singular Subject should be used with a Singular Verb.

Plural Subject should be used with the Plural Verb.

(if you add ‘-s’ or ‘-es’ in a verb it becomes singular)

Singular and Plural Forms of the Verb ‘Turn’

Singular Verb—Turns

Plural Verb – Turn

Singular Verb is used with the subject ‘He and She’ + All Singular Subjects.

Plural Verb is used with the subject ‘I, We, You and They’ + All Plural Subjects.
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Affirmative Sentences (Present Tense)

Pattern:

subject + turn/turns + other words

He turns the pages of my book.

Affirmative Sentences (Past Tense)

Pattern:

subject + turned + other words

He turned the pages of my book.

Affirmative Sentences (Future Tense)

Pattern:

subject + will + turn + other words

He will turn the pages of my book.
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Negative Sentences (Present Tense)

Pattern:

subject + auxiliary verb ‘do/does’ + not + main verb ‘turn’ + other words

He does not turn the pages of my book.

Negative Sentences (Past Tense)

Pattern:

subject + auxiliary verb ‘did’ + not + main verb ‘turn’ + other words

He did not turn the pages of my book.

Negative Sentences (Future Tense)

Pattern:

subject + will + not + turn + other words

He will not turn the pages of my book.
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Interrogative Sentences (Present Tense)

Pattern 1:

auxiliary verb ‘do/does’ + subject + main verb ‘turn’ + other words + ?

Does he turn the pages of my book?

Pattern 2:

interrogative word + auxiliary verb ‘do/does’ + subject + main verb ‘turn’ + other words + ?

Why does he turn the pages of my book?

Interrogative Sentences (Past Tense)

Pattern 1:

auxiliary verb ‘did’ + subject + main verb ‘turn’ + other words + ?

Did he turn the pages of my book?

Pattern 2:

interrogative word + auxiliary verb ‘did’ + subject + main verb ‘turn’ + other words + ?

Why did he turn the pages of my book?

Interrogative Sentences (Future Tense)

Pattern 1:

auxiliary verb ‘will’ + subject + main verb ‘turn’ + other words + ?

Will he turn the pages of my book?

Pattern 2:

interrogative word + auxiliary verb ‘will’ + subject + main verb ‘turn’ + other words + ?

Why will he turn the pages of my book?

The English Verb ‘Turn’ has lots of different uses and meanings.—

A. “Turn” is used as a main verb with many different meanings.

B. “Turn” is used in several idioms. [An IDIOM is turned up of a group of words whose meaning is different from the meanings of the individual words.]

C. “Turn” is used in several phrasal verbs. [A PHRASAL VERB is made up of a Verb and an Adverb or a Preposition or both.]

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​​​​02. Meanings of the Main Verb ‘Turn’
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MOST COMMON Meanings OF “TURN” AS THE MAIN VERB ARE AS FOLLOWS:

Meaning 1.

to move your body or part of your body in an attempt to face or start moving in a different direction

Example Sentences:

The children turned and headed back up the hill.

He turned to face the wall in shame.

She turned to look at him affectionately.

He turned to look over my right shoulder.

He turned to say, "Come follow me."

I turned to say goodbye.

I turned to say something to him.

She turned to say something.

(turn + adv./prep.)

They all hurriedly turned away.

The woman in labor was turned away from the hospital.

She turned around for one second to look at my face.

I turned around and saw him trying to greet me.

He turned around to look at the small group of protestors.

(turn something) (+ adv./prep.)

Turn your hand away from the camera.

She turned her chair around and looked at me.

When she turned her chair around, we could see she was blushing but smiling,
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Meaning 2.

to move or make something move around a central point

Example Sentences:

He turned the screw 1/2 turn clockwise.

(turn something) + (adv./prep.)

I turned the key in the lock and felt the point where a car would unlock the door.
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Meaning 3.

(turn + adv./prep.) (of a road or river) to bend or curve in a particular direction

Example Sentences:

The road turned to the right after about half a mile.

This road turns to the right and runs north to east.

After a distance of approximately 70 meters, the road turned to the north.

A few kilometers ahead, the road turned to a narrow dirt track.

A hundred meters ahead of us, the road turned right.

After about five miles, the river turned east.
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Meaning 4.

to aim or point something in a particular direction

Example Sentences:

(turn something) (on/to somebody/something/yourself)

A man turned a gun on himself at a gun store, police said.

It is time to turn your attention to your family.

(turn to somebody/something/yourself)

My thoughts turned to my friends, who were close to me the whole time.

He turned to me and said, "You know what she did to me?"
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Meaning 5.

(in reference to the game) to change or be changed in a way that the other team starts to win

Example Sentences:

(turn the game)

He turned the final game in our team’s favor in the second half.

He kicked six goals in 25 minutes and turned the game.

(game turn)

The game turned in our favor with the goal of our captain.

(turn something (around)

He turned the game around early single-handedly.

He was the star of the World Cup final, as he turned the game around.

He was 2-0 down in the bout, but he turned the game around in the final 30 seconds to level the score.
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Meaning 6a.

(of age) (turn + noun) (not used in the progressive tenses)

Meaning: to reach or pass a particular age

Example Sentences:

I just turned 15 today.

She turned 20 on March 25.

He turned 18 and entered the university

I just turned 40 and my life is not what I hoped for.

He never took his gut health seriously—until the day he turned 50.
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Meaning 6b.

(of time) (turn + noun) (not used in the progressive tenses)

Meaning: to reach or pass a particular time

Example Sentences:

We would stay here till it turned noon.

He did not come back even though it turned midnight.

Cheers and applause echoed through the streets as the clock turned midnight, marking the arrival of the new year.

Flashes of lightning turned the evening into the day.
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Meaning 7.

to change into a particular state or condition; to make something do this

Example Sentences:

(turn + adj.)

The signal light has turned red.

The afternoon suddenly turned hot.

A child's game turns deadly.

The beautiful game turns ugly.

She decided to turn sincere.

Why do some dengue cases turn severe?

Afternoon storms could turn severe.

Extreme heat can turn dangerous fast.

The relationship soon turned abusive, according to court documents.

Ever since she had died, her mother had turned aloof towards everybody,

Every face in the audience was turned attentive toward it.

Good times may turn bad.

This situation may turn beneficial for the workers.

His worry quickly turned baseless.

Music festivals turned frightening.

Foreign investors turned cautious.

The coffee turned bitter.

His success story turned bitter.

The pleasant experience turned bitter in the end.

Our ride turned bumpy.

The sea turned calm under the low grey sky.

Gusting winds turned calm overnight.

His nerves turned calm and his performance improved.

Eventually, the snow turned buttery.

Investors turned cautious.

How these friends turned bitter enemies.

It is that time of year when the nights have turned chilly.

His story has turned comical at times.

Their conversation turned cordial.

The gravy turned creamy.

You have turned cruel to me!

We were smiling and the other people turned curious.

His skin turned dark during the treatment.

Has the civic body turned deaf to complaints?

The gas cylinder turned empty.

Weather events turned extreme thanks to human-driven climate change.

She may have turned fashionable nowadays, but she used to be studious during her college days.

My trip and holidays turned out to be enjoyable.

The second day of my college life turned eventful.

Shooting the tear gas shells directly at the protestors turned fatal.

Fire is raging fast and turning furious.

The spring wind turned gentle and the leaves turned green.

He turned greedy at the sight of the box that was full of cash.

The flood situation in the state is turning grim.

He turned impious from witnessing the horrors of war.

He has turned irresponsible towards their studies.

These are the women who had turned merciless due to certain reasons.

Once the teams stepped onto the stage, the crowd turned noisy.

All of a sudden, the sky turned overcast.

Sentiments in the real estate market turned pessimistic.

The weather turned pleasant due to the rain.

The recent spells of rain have turned problematic for the city.

When asked what he was thinking about, he turned quiet.

The driver became enraged and turned reckless.

His tone turned scathing as he continued talking.

Her statements turned sensational all over the country.

The stock market turned susceptible to selling pressure.

Their relationship turned stormy, with frequent breakups.

As the religious events began, the atmosphere turned spiritual.

The originally delicious dish turned tasteless in our mouths.

When the curry turned thick, I poured in thin coconut milk.

He seems to have turned superstitious.

(turn something + adj.)

The high temperature turned the milk sour.

(turn + noun)

She is a teacher turned business owner (= she was earlier a teacher but now works as a business owner).

The police arrested a man who turned thief to support his large family.
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Meaning 8.

to make or let somebody/something go into a particular place, state or condition

Example Sentences:

Sunita Williams’ 8-day flight turned into a nine-month space struggle.

(turn something) + (adv./prep.) They turned the cow into the enclosure.

Research aims to turn sunlight into fuel.

(turn something) + adj. He turned the dog loose in the backyard,
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Meaning 9.

(in reference to a page of a book or magazine) to move it in order to read the next page

Example Sentences:

She turned the pages smoothly.

The teacher asked the students to turn to p.50.
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Meaning 10.

(turn something + adv./prep.) to move something in order to bring it to a different position or direction

Example Sentences:

He turned the shirt inside out during gym class.

Turn the table on its side with the legs toward you.
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Meaning 11.

to change the direction you are moving or traveling in; to make something change the direction it is moving in

Example Sentences:

He turned north and walked for 20 meters.

We went 5 miles to the east, then we turned north and covered 3 miles, then we turned west and covered 2 miles and then turned south and covered 1 mile.

(turn something) The car turned the bend in the road,

(turn into something) When he turned into the corner, he was hit by a stray animal

(turn something into/onto something) She turned the taxi onto the side street.

(turn from something to something) The wind turned from south to west.
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Meaning 12.

(your stomach turns) / (something turns your stomach) to feel as though you will vomit

Example Sentences:

When he smelled such a disgusting smell, it turned his stomach.

Some unhygienic food has turned her stomach.
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Meaning 13.

(of the tide in the sea or ocean) to start to come in or go out

Example Sentence:

The tide is turning.
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Meaning 14.

(turn something) (+ adv./prep.) to fold something in a particular way

Example Sentence:

He had to turn up the sleeves on his new suit because he had short arms.
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Meaning 15.

(turn something) to shape something on a lathe (a machine that rotates pieces of wood or metal about a horizontal axis to give them
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