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Introduction
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It’s hard not to love giraffes! They’re peculiar, cute, and funny. But how much do you really know about your favorite tall friend?

In this book, you will learn over 100 amazing new things about giraffes — from their eating habits to their unusual way of giving birth. And then you’ll have a chance to test your newfound knowledge! You’ll be a giraffe expert in no time.

Are you ready? Let’s go!
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Giraffe Facts
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Giraffes are the tallest mammals on Earth. Their legs alone are around 6ft (183cm) high!
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Adult giraffes stand 14.1–18.7 ft (4.3–5.7 m) tall. Males are taller and heavier than females.
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Those long legs are put to good use! While it’s no match to a cheetah, giraffes can run at speeds of up to 35mph (56.3 km/h) over short distances.
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Giraffes only drink every few days. Most of their water comes from the food that they eat.
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Giraffes are famous for their long necks, but they’re still not long enough to reach the ground! When drinking water, giraffes must spread their legs sideways, or kneel down, to be able to get low enough.
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Despite such long necks, giraffes have the same amount of vertebrae as humans — seven. However, each vertebra can be up to 10 inches (25.4cm) long.
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A giraffe’s neck can be 2–2.4 m (6.6–7.9 ft) in length. However, they have relatively short bodies, so most of their height comes from their legs and neck.
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Giraffes spend most of their lives standing up. They even give birth standing up!
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Baby giraffes are called ‘calves’.
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Female calves are called ‘cows’, while males are called ‘bulls’.
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When a giraffe gives birth, her calf falls straight to the ground. The fall can be from as high as 5 feet (1.5m)!
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When calves are born, they are already tall — around 6 feet (1.8m).
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Giraffe calves start walking around 1 hour after birth. 



• • •
[image: ]




Many giraffe calves are killed when they are very young by lions, leopards, hyenas and African wild dogs.
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No two giraffes have the same pattern! However, calves may inherit some pattern traits from their mothers.
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Giraffes only sleep 5-30 minutes per day in small bursts of 1-2 minutes.
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Giraffes make many different sounds, including some that are so low-pitched humans can’t hear them.
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Female giraffes will often return to where they were born to give birth.
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Giraffe tongues can be up to 20 inches (50.8cm) long! They are also dark-colored to provide sun protection.
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Giraffes have horns covered in hair. They are called ‘ossicones’. They serve no purpose in females, but males often use them in fighting.
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Such big animals require a lot of food! In fact, giraffes eat over 75 lb (34kg) of food per day — meaning they spend most of their time eating.
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The scientific name for the giraffe is Giraffa camelopardalis. This name comes from the Ancient Greeks’ belief that giraffes looked like camels wearing a leopard’s coat.
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Due to their elongated body shape, giraffes need powerful hearts. A giraffe heart is around 2 feet (61cm) in length and weighs up to 25 lbs (11.3kg). It is the largest of any land mammal.
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When male giraffes want to show dominance, they engage in an act called ‘necking’. This involves head-butting each other!
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In general, giraffes aren’t fighters. They will usually run from threats, but they will use their long and strong legs to kick a predator if necessary.
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If a male giraffe wants to test how fertile a female giraffe is, he will taste her urine!
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Since 2014, June 21 is World Giraffe Day. It is celebrated on the longest day of the year to recognize their famous record-breaking length.
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Julius Caesar brought the first giraffe to Europe in 46 B.C. Nowadays, the only giraffes in Europe are in zoos.
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There are four species of giraffe, recognized by the Giraffe Conservation Foundation: Northern giraffe Giraffa camelopardalis, Southern giraffe giraffa, Reticulated giraffe G. reticulata and Masai giraffe G. tippelskirchi.

Sadly, giraffes are already extinct in seven countries in Africa.
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Although scientists don’t know for sure how long giraffes usually live, they estimate that it is approximately 25 years in the wild. Giraffes kept in captivity generally live longer, sometimes up to 40 years.
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Giraffes have large, round feet — around 11.8 inches (30cm) in diameter!
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Giraffes have one-way valves in their necks to prevent too much blood from rushing to their brains when they bend down to drink water.
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NASA has used the mechanism in giraffe’s blood vessels to inspire new human spacesuits.
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Sadly, the number of giraffes in the wild is decreasing. In the 1980s, there were approximately 150,000 wild giraffes. Now, it is around 111,000. While these numbers are Africa-wide, they have seen a 95% drop in giraffe populations in some areas.
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Giraffes are listed as Vulnerable by the International Union for Conservation of Nature. However, individual species have different ratings.
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Three subspecies of giraffes are on the endangered or critically-endangered list. 
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The giraffe has only one close relative: the okapi. The okapi is a rare animal which slightly resembles a zebra.
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Giraffes are herbivores, meaning they only eat plants. They are browsing animals, so their diet consists of leaves and buds from trees as well as flowers and fruit when available.



• • •
[image: ]




Giraffe eating habits are believed to contribute to pollination as they spread seeds around when they eat and after digestion.
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Giraffes will usually spend more time grazing for food during the dry season, as it’s much harder to find food. They are also known to graze during moonlit nights and rest during darker nights.
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Why do giraffes have long necks? There are several reasons, including reaching food that no animals other than elephants can reach and keeping a lookout over large distances for predators.



[image: image]



A giraffe’s spots are not only for camouflage. Beneath them is a complicated blood vessel system, with each spot a ‘window’ for releasing body heat.
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Although they don’t do it very often, giraffes lie down with their legs folded underneath their bodies.
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Giraffes live in groups, usually made up of related females (and offspring), or unrelated males. However, their groups can change daily.
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Giraffes live in scattered populations across southern and eastern sub-Saharan Africa.



• • •
[image: ]




Giraffes have large, bulging eyes on either side of their heads, which give them an all-around vision.
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The patches/spots on a giraffe’s coat can be orange, chestnut, brown or nearly black. The fur in between is a white or light cream color.
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Male giraffes’ spots become darker as they get older. So this is a good way to tell the age of a giraffe.



• • •
[image: ]




Giraffes use their long tongues to reach and grab foliage, as well as to groom themselves.
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If there is a sandstorm or lots of insects, giraffes can close both their nostrils.
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What’s under their beautiful coats? Their skin color is either gray or tan. The skin is thick to prevent injuries when rummaging through thorny bushes.
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Giraffes have parasite repellants in their fur, which give them a very distinctive scent. 
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Giraffes have 3.3ft (1m) long tails with a tuft of dark hair on the end, which they use to flick away insects.
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A giraffe’s ossicones (horns) can be used to tell the age and gender of the animal. Females and young giraffes have thin ossicones with a tuft of hair on top, while males usually have bald-topped ossicones. Male giraffes may also have a smaller third lump in the center of their heads.
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Giraffes don’t have any upper front teeth.
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Giraffes don’t have many predators and are one of the longest living mammals in their habitat. Their biggest threat is the lion and occasionally hyenas.
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Giraffes are prone to parasites such as ticks. However, birds like the red-billed and yellow-billed Oxpeckers can often be found picking the parasites off of giraffes.
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In Namibia, a life-size rock carving of a giraffe dates back over 8,000 years.
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Many African folk tales include the giraffe — most of which talk about how the giraffe got its long neck. For example, a story from
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