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There are only two ways to live in this world, with God or without God.

They are two very different ways of living, implying different attitudes, demanding different efforts and resources, and attaining different treasures.

Unfortunately, the dark world in which we are living is dominated by Godless, spiritual people.

And it is getting worse by the minute.

We can still trade places if we want to be on the winning side, provided we want to build our treasure in Heaven.

In this short essay, and with the intention of establishing valid points of comparison between spiritual and mundane or secular ways of life, several living situations are presented in which Self-centered and God-centered approaches with their human values and positive or negative living outcomes are described, to illustrate the lasting and definitive consequences that our personal choices will inevitably bring into our lives.

May these lines be of help and bring some light to all our lives are my sincere wishes.
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Due to their disobedience to their Father in Paradise, Adam and Eve lost their Divine knowledge and entered the realm of human knowledge; as a result, they lost their innocence and became self-centered. Mortality took over, and an ungodly life, marked by sin and moral compromise that doesn’t acknowledge the truth of God, was the consequence they inherited for their descendants.

Leanne Payne affirmed that separation from God is quite literally what the fall is... mankind slipped from ‘God-consciousness to the hell of self and self-consciousness’(abundantlife-counselling.com, 2016).

We can control our being because we are not joined to the first man Adam anymore, who was a living soul, but [are now joined ] to the last and new Adam, who is the life-giving Spirit” (Watchman Nee, 2014, The Spiritual Man. The Set 1, Vol. 12).

The apostle Paul clearly stated that “The unspiritual man does not receive the gifts of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned. The spiritual man judges all things but is himself to be judged by no one. ‘For who has known the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?’ But we have the mind of Christ” (1 Corinthians 2:14-16, RSV2CE).

For all of us, It is either living according to the lies of Satan disguised as Human knowledge and the values of atheism and secularism or according to the divine knowledge of the Holy Spirit that is the gift that Jesus gave us all after He returned to His Father in Heaven.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

To Fall or to Make Holy


[image: ]


[image: A bird with wings spread and a light shining on it

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]

Our Fallen nature is prone to sin, and we live within a polluted psychic atmosphere that we have created and that negatively envelops and drives our world due to the existence of Satan, the ruler of this world, and the demons and human psychopaths that constantly seduce mankind to offend God and turn us away from Him.

Consequently, our evil world has been shaped by our fallen natures. And this chronic disobedience in our lives always increases our spiritual inertia.

This is the world we are living in, and that will continue harming us and pushing us into the darkness created by the Evil One, the prince of darkness, to lose our souls. Unless we decide to stop being shaped by our fallen natures, because like attracts like, and you become and attract what you think.

Laude (2006) quoted St. Symeon the New Theologian affirming: “if you do not guard your intellect, you cannot attain purity of heart, so as to be counted worthy to see God (cf. Matthew 5:18). Without such watchfulness it is impossible to acquire all the other virtues except through watchfulness” (Patrick Laude, 2006. Pray without Ceasing, p.37).

Quoting Saint John of the Cross, a Spanish Catholic priest, mystic, Carmelite friar, and Doctor of the church, a barefooted Carmelite father in his book A Mystical Year of Saint John of the Cross (1927), offered these statements: “From passions and appetites all are born the virtues, when these passions are ordered and composed, and also all the vices or imperfections that the soul has, when they are unbridled. Five wounds cause any appetite in the soul, apart from depriving it of the spirit of God. First, they tire her. Second, that they torment her. Third, that they darken it. Fourth, they make it dirty. Fifth, that they make her thin”(p.18).

The one who does not get carried away with appetites will fly light according to the spirit like the bird to which no pen is missing (A Mystical Year of Saint John of the Cross, 1927, p.21).

Now, the [Holy] Spirit, we might say, is the matchmaker, the celestial marriage broker, whose role it is to bring Christ together and ensure that we stay together. In John 14:16-20, the apostle makes clear that Christ is in us today through the Holy Spirit. If Jesus needed the [Holy] Spirit, how much more do we! (gpcweb.org, 2021).
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There is a mighty spiritual war raging all around us. We share this planet with evil spiritual powers whose leader is Satan. We are born into a world where we find ourselves caught amid Satan’s war against God’s kingdom. We have become the targets. We are the prize. The battle is for our very souls. We are born with a sinful nature, an enemy within, and into a world system that is indifferent and in opposition to both the will and glory of God. This world attracts and appeals to our sinful nature and competes with God for the possession of our hearts (discoverministries.com).

The apostle Paul is warning God's people that human reason aided by demonic inspiration - elemental spirits - is the source of the philosophies that undergird our societies. If one is searching for the truth about life and its purpose, those philosophies are not the place to look for it. The fullness of truth is to be found in Jesus Christ (John W. Ritenbaugh. The Berean: Truth, Part 1, 2023. bibletools.org).

We are taught in our catechism that our lives are surrounded by the “watchful care” of angels. Beside each believer stands an angel as protector, and shepherd leading him to life” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 336).

The angels vibrate in the energy of pure divine love, and humans resonate between the energy of fear and love. The energy of fear resonates at a lower vibration, while the energy of love resonates at a
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