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    Hello to all my readers, new and old!
I wanted to say thank you so much for reading this book. It is a labour of love for me to work on my craft!
As a show of gratitude for you all enabling me to live my dream, please visit my Substack page. I often give out free e-books for my fans over there. And the best part is, there is ZERO cost. It will always be 100% free to follow me and my stories over there.
If you'd like to claim your FREE e-book, head to https://msnaughtee.substack.com/
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Chapter 1: Rush Hour
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The third coat of mascara was always the trick. Beth leaned in close to the steamy bathroom mirror, her hand steady as she swept the wand through her lashes, making them impossibly dark and full. Satisfied, she leaned back, a slow, confident smile gracing her features. The woman staring back was a far cry from the stressed-out executive who had flown back from a gruelling Calgary conference two days ago.

Auburn hair, still warm from the curling iron, cascaded over her bare shoulders. And the dress—the dress—was a victory in yellow silk. It was sinfully tight, hugging every dip and curve of her body like a second skin, the colour a vibrant shock against the neutral tones of her Yorkville condo.

A text notification chimed from the bedroom. Probably Frank, confirming their date. She ignored it, letting the anticipation build. The extra time she’d put in at the Calgary conference had earned her this: a beautiful Friday off while the rest of the city was still grinding through the work week. This third date with Frank was a bonus, a weekday anomaly made possible by her reclaimed time. She wasn't sure if she even liked him—he was pleasant, successful, and safe—but a dinner at a chic new bistro in Leslieville was a perfect way to kick off a long weekend.

Beth gave her reflection one last approving glance, the scent of her expensive, spicy-sweet perfume filling the air. Slipping her feet into a pair of perilous heels, she grabbed her purse and keys, the fob for her Porsche 911 cool and familiar in her hand.

The late afternoon Toronto sun was low and golden, casting long shadows across the bustling streets. Her Porsche purred to life, a throaty, satisfying sound that never failed to thrill her. She navigated out of her neighbourhood, joining the sluggish flow of traffic on the Don Valley Parkway. This was the "rush hour" she was usually stuck in, but today, she was an anomaly—a woman in a knockout dress, heading for a date while the city bled out its work week.

She tuned the satellite radio to an upbeat pop station, tapping her manicured nails on the steering wheel. To her right, the trees just off the highway rustled in the breeze. Today was such a gorgeous day, both in terms of the scenery and the weather. For a few kilometres, everything was perfect. She was a moving portrait of success and allure, cutting through the mundane gridlock.

Then, reality struck with a violent, shuddering thump-thump-THUD.

The steering wheel jerked in her hands. A frantic, orange warning light flashed on the dashboard.

“You have got to be kidding me,” she snarled, her voice tight with a mixture of panic and fury.

Fighting the pull, she guided the lurching Porsche toward the narrow shoulder, the smell of something new flooding the cabin. It smelled... mechanical. Beth didn’t know how else to describe it.

The car crunched to a halt, angled awkwardly and vulnerably. A symphony of angry honks erupted from the passing commuters. Her heart hammered against her ribs. The date. The dress. This damned car.

She was stranded on the expressway, the Don River to her right and a number of elevated buildings to her left. Several of them were car dealerships, with new vehicles floating high in the windows above. An advertisement for something she wouldn’t have wanted earlier today: a new, functioning vehicle.

Fumbling for her phone, her first instinct was to call Frank. To utter a frantic, apologetic explanation. But her thumb hovered over his name. No. She wouldn't give him the satisfaction of her desperation, not when she was already feeling so exposed. She opened her CAA app instead. Estimated Wait Time: 52 minutes. A groan of utter frustration escaped her.

She looked out the passenger window, down to the river. She wondered what to do now. She figured this was a dangerous situation, the shoulder of the highway being small and the cars racing past her on her left. She decided to call 9-1-1 Emergency Services to determine her next steps.

Immediately after calling, she felt guilty. But after speaking with the dispatcher, Beth was reassured—nobody was allowed to remain stuck on the highway, and they were sending out a tow truck right away.

Five to ten minutes went by. Sitting there, waiting, Beth considered praying, worrying about her own safety. But she wasn’t much for prayer—it wasn’t a
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