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​​How to Play
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Playing is simple — and there are no wrong answers!

	Read the question out loud (or to yourself).

	Pick your answer — but here’s the rule: you HAVE to choose one!

	Read the "Did You Know?" fun fact to learn something amazing about America.

	Debate with your friends and family — the best part is arguing about WHY you picked yours!


Play at the dinner table, on road trips, at sleepovers, or anywhere you want to laugh, learn, and have a blast with American trivia!

Ready? Let’s go!
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1.Would you rather sail across the ocean for 66 days on the wooden ship called the Mayflower OR be one of the colonists of Roanoke and try to solve the mystery of what really happened?

Did You Know? The Mayflower was a cargo ship built to haul wine, not people, and 102 Pilgrims squeezed below deck with barely room to stand. Roanoke was an English colony off North Carolina that disappeared around 1590, leaving only the word "CROATOAN" carved into a tree — and historians are STILL trying to figure out where they went.

2. Would you rather sit down to the very first Thanksgiving in 1621 with the Pilgrims and the Wampanoag tribe OR meet Pocahontas at the Jamestown colony in Virginia?

Did You Know? The first Thanksgiving feast lasted three whole days and probably had no turkey or pie — they ate deer, duck, corn mush, and eels. Pocahontas was a real Powhatan girl whose actual name was Amonute, and "Pocahontas" was just a nickname meaning "playful one."

3. Would you rather dump 342 chests of tea into Boston Harbor during the Boston Tea Party OR be one of the Sons of Liberty secretly planning the whole midnight raid?

Did You Know? The Boston Tea Party in 1773 dumped about 92,000 pounds of British tea into the harbor — worth nearly $2 million in today's money. The colonists disguised themselves as Mohawk warriors with paint on their faces so the British wouldn't recognize them.

4. Would you rather gallop through the night with Paul Revere shouting "The British are coming!" OR be the lookout in Boston's Old North Church holding up two lanterns to send the signal?

Did You Know? Paul Revere never actually yelled "The British are coming!" because most colonists still considered themselves British — he whispered "The Regulars are out!" instead. The lantern signal was "one if by land, two if by sea," and Revere only made it about 12 miles before getting captured.

5. Would you rather hold the quill and sign your name on the Declaration of Independence in 1776 OR be the printer who pressed out the very first copies overnight?

Did You Know? John Hancock signed his name SO huge — about 5 inches across — that "John Hancock" is now slang for your signature. The Declaration was printed by a Philadelphia printer named John Dunlap, and only 26 of his original copies are known to still exist today.

6. Would you rather sew the very first American flag with Betsy Ross in Philadelphia OR cross the icy Delaware River with the Continental Army on Christmas night 1776?

Did You Know? Legend says Betsy Ross showed George Washington how to cut a perfect 5-pointed star with just one snip of the scissors. The Delaware crossing happened during a freezing sleet storm at 11 p.m., and the soldiers used giant flat-bottomed boats called Durhams to ferry horses and cannons across.

7. Would you rather train with the Continental Army at Valley Forge in the winter of 1777 and watch them transform into a real fighting force OR be there at Yorktown in 1781 when the British surrendered and the war was won?

Did You Know? At Valley Forge, soldiers had no shoes and ate "fire cakes" — just flour and water baked on hot rocks — but a Prussian officer named Baron von Steuben drilled them into a professional army that went on to win the war. At Yorktown, the defeated British army marched out while their band played a song called "The World Turned Upside Down."

8. Would you rather join Lewis and Clark's expedition exploring the wild West with Sacagawea as your guide OR be a fur trapper paddling a canoe down the Missouri River alone?

Did You Know? Sacagawea was only 16 years old and carrying her newborn baby on her back the entire 8,000-mile journey across America from 1804 to 1806. Lewis and Clark brought along a 150-pound Newfoundland dog named Seaman who hunted squirrels and guarded their camp.

9. Would you rather stand with the defenders of the Alamo fort in Texas alongside Davy Crockett OR live on the wild frontier wearing a coonskin cap and tracking bears?

Did You Know? Davy Crockett was a real Tennessee congressman who lost an election, said "You may all go to blazes, and I will go to Texas," and then did exactly that in 1836. His famous coonskin cap with the raccoon tail wasn't really his everyday hat — it became famous later from books and TV shows.

10. Would you rather ride a covered wagon 2,000 miles down the Oregon Trail OR pan for shiny gold nuggets during the California Gold Rush of 1849?

Did You Know? Oregon Trail families walked about 15 miles a day for 5 months — most pioneers walked beside the wagons because there was no room inside with all the supplies. During the Gold Rush, a single lucky miner once pulled $17,000 worth of gold out of a creek in one day, but most "forty-niners" went home broke.

11. Would you rather be a Pony Express rider galloping mail 1,900 miles from Missouri to California OR a stagecoach driver hauling passengers across the dusty plains?

Did You Know? Pony Express riders changed horses every 10 miles and rode 75 miles before handing the mailbag to the next rider — they delivered letters across the country in just 10 days. The whole service only lasted 18 months in 1860-1861 before the telegraph put it out of business.

12. Would you rather sneak escaping people to freedom on the Underground Railroad with Harriet Tubman OR be a station master hiding people in your secret cellar?

Did You Know? Harriet Tubman made about 13 dangerous trips back into the South and led around 70 people to freedom — she carried a pistol and never lost a single passenger. The "Underground Railroad" wasn't underground OR a railroad — it was a secret network of safe houses, and people used train words like "conductor" and "station" as code.

13. Would you rather be a Civil War drummer boy as young as 10 or 11 keeping the soldiers' marching beat OR a spy passing secret messages hidden in hollowed-out buttons?

Did You Know? Drummer boys as young as 10 or 11 marched with both armies in the 1860s — the most famous was Johnny Clem, who joined the Union Army at age 9 and became a sergeant by age 12. Female spies like Elizabeth Van Lew hid coded messages inside eggshells, shoe soles, and even baked them into loaves of bread.

14. Would you rather hear President Lincoln give the Gettysburg Address in person in 1863 OR be the photographer trying to capture it on a giant wooden camera?

Did You Know? The Gettysburg Address was only 272 words long and lasted just over 2 minutes — the speaker before Lincoln talked for 2 hours and nobody remembers a word of it. The photographer was still setting up his huge camera when Lincoln finished, so there's only one blurry photo of Lincoln in the crowd that day.

15. Would you rather be at Promontory Summit, Utah, in 1869 when the Transcontinental Railroad was finished with a golden spike OR ride the very first train all the way across America?

Did You Know? The golden spike that connected the railroads from East and West was solid 17.6-karat gold and is now kept at Stanford University in California. Before the railroad, traveling from New York to California took 6 months by wagon — after the railroad, it took just 7 days.

16. Would you rather walk across the Brooklyn Bridge on its opening day in 1883 OR ride an elephant across it to prove it was safe?

Did You Know? When the Brooklyn Bridge opened, people were so scared it might collapse that showman P.T. Barnum marched 21 elephants across it in 1884 to prove it was strong. The bridge took 14 years to build and was the longest suspension bridge in the world at 1,595 feet.

17. Would you rather watch Orville and Wilbur Wright fly the very first airplane at Kitty Hawk, North Carolina, in 1903 OR pilot the plane yourself for those 12 famous seconds?

Did You Know? The Wright Brothers' first flight covered just 120 feet — shorter than the wingspan of a modern jumbo jet — and they took turns flying four times that day. The brothers ran a bicycle repair shop in Ohio and built their plane using bike parts and spruce wood, flipping a coin to see who would fly first.

18. Would you rather attempt to fly around the entire world in 1937 with pilot Amelia Earhart OR be Fred Noonan, her navigator charting the course across the Pacific?

Did You Know? Amelia Earhart was the first woman to fly solo across the Atlantic Ocean in 1932, doing it in just under 15 hours. In 1937, she set out to fly around the whole world — completing 22,000 miles before her plane was lost over the Pacific. People are STILL searching the ocean for clues about what happened.

19. Would you rather be a Navajo Code Talker in World War II sending secret messages the enemy could never crack OR a Tuskegee Airman flying a red-tailed fighter plane?

Did You Know? The Navajo Code Talkers used their native language to create an unbreakable code — they called a submarine "iron fish" and a fighter plane "hummingbird," and the enemy never figured it out. The Tuskegee Airmen were America's first Black military pilots, painted the tails of their planes bright red, and protected over 15,000 bombing missions.

20. Would you rather work in a wartime factory as a "Rosie the Riveter" building airplanes OR launch a "Victory Garden" in your backyard to grow food for soldiers?

Did You Know? About 6 million women took factory jobs during World War II, and the famous "We Can Do It!" poster of Rosie flexing her arm was based on a real factory worker named Naomi Parker. Americans planted 20 million Victory Gardens that grew 40% of all the vegetables eaten in the country during the war.

21. Would you rather be in Times Square, New York, on V-J Day in 1945 when the war ended and confetti rained from skyscrapers OR ring the church bells across your hometown to celebrate?

Did You Know? On August 14, 1945, about 2 million people flooded Times Square to celebrate Japan's surrender, and the famous photo of a sailor kissing a nurse was snapped that day. Confetti, ticker tape, and torn-up phone books fell so thick from the windows that the street looked like it was covered in snow.

22. Would you rather sit next to Rosa Parks on that Montgomery, Alabama, bus in 1955 OR join the bus boycott and walk to school for 381 days straight?

Did You Know? Rosa Parks was a 42-year-old seamstress who refused to give up her bus seat, and her arrest started a boycott that lasted over a year. About 40,000 Black residents of Montgomery walked, biked, or carpooled instead of riding buses
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