



Warm Holiday Memories



It’s a Wonderful Life

Monica Britt
Fairdale, WV

I love hosting our family’s annual Christmas party at our house. This year’s theme was “It’s a Wonderful Life.” This has been my mom’s favorite movie since I was a kid. To start off this festive occasion, I mailed George Bailey party invitations to the guests. Then, we put up a 12-foot live Christmas tree in the living room and flocked it, so that it looked snow-covered. Extra-large white lights adorned the tree. We added white feather boas for garland and an angel was placed on top! Gifts were wrapped in white paper, tied with forest-green ribbons. We framed and hung up a vintage movie poster and placed a bell on the coffee table for guests to ring. Everyone enjoyed helping angels get their wings! We set up several “grazing” stations with party food…one with a variety of options to customize your own sub, one with delicious potluck dishes and one with sweet desserts. Excitement grew as Emily and Hattie (my cousin and her daughter) arrived home from Hawaii for the holidays! We chatted, played games, decorated cookies, opened gifts and ate more than we should have. In the midst of all this commotion, I paused for a moment to look around at all the love, and realized that truly, it’s a wonderful life!
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Christmas Eve Memories

Sandy Coffey
Cincinnati, OH

Back in the 1950s, I was always a mischievous child. I could not contain my excitement about Christmas and Santa. One Christmas Eve, I just could not go to sleep. I must have drifted off, and then, like the Grinch, I awoke and crept into the living room to see all the toys and gifts. As I was trying to sneak one of the wrapped gifts back to my bedroom, a voice down the hall told me, “Get back in that bed!” Foiled in my attempt to see what Santa had brought me, I had to wait until morning light. I couldn’t get my younger brother to wake up and help me. Finally, morning came and I was allowed to check out all the gifts. It makes for a fun “Gram the Great” story for all the kids in my family, big and small.




Aunt Jean Knows Santa!

Jean Johns Schmehl
Saint Marys, OH

I always told my nephews that I knew Santa personally and always reported to him, so he would know who had been naughty or nice. One year, my nephew Joe went along with my husband Dave and me to an open house at Christmas where Santa would be. It turned out that Santa was our neighbor. We walked in and Santa came right over and said, “Hi, Jean, how are you?” My nephew’s eyes got as big as saucers and he exclaimed, “Aunt Jean, you really do know Santa.” I sure made a believer out of him!
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Mom & My First Cookbook

Janis Parr
Ontario, Canada

When I was six years old, I got a very special present at Christmastime. I could always be found in the kitchen with Mom, helping with stirring, measuring or setting the table. I had my own little apron I always wore, along with my own rolling pin, a tiny little egg beater, little tin pie plates, and plastic measuring cups and spoons. On this particular Christmas, there was a small box all wrapped up under the Christmas tree. It had my name on it! The box was too small to be the flannel pajamas that Mom made for me every Christmas. It was too big to be the bath powder I always looked forward to getting. When I opened that box, inside was a little cookbook made just for children. It was called, Fun to Cook Book. Inside were easy recipes that children would like to make, like Five-Minute Fudge, Yummy Strawberry Pie and Tropical Freeze. This neat little cookbook wasn’t just fun recipes, though. The first chapter was called, “My First Day in the Kitchen” and it outlined all the various baking tools and their sizes and uses. The next chapter was called, “Safety First” and was followed by page after page of pictures and step-by-step instructions for all the child-friendly recipes that followed. Mom and I shared this cookbook and worked side by side, making the fun recipes designed just for children. The date on this little book is 1955, and I still have this treasured cookbook. Memories of Mom and me, this special little book and the time we spent together, warm my heart. The kitchen was my favorite place to be all those years ago, and still is to this very day.
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Warm & Cozy Pajamas

Kelli Wells
Coal City, IN

I remember when I was a child, we would celebrate Christmas Eve at my granny’s house. All my aunts, uncles and cousins would be there. There were homemade cookies, candies and food everywhere. The most precious memory I have is of the Christmas when Granny made flannel pajamas for me and all my cousins. I changed into those warm and cozy pajamas as soon as I opened them up. Oh, what I’d give to go back to that time and feel the warmth of those jammies. My precious granny has since passed, but who knew all those years ago that one day, my own children would be so very blessed to have had flannel jammies made for them by her too. I have saved those warm and cozy flannel jammies. Maybe one day, my future grandbabies will be able to feel the warmth and love that Granny put into making them. What sweet memories.




Mom’s Homemade Gifts

Carla Barnum
Las Vegas, NV

Mom made our Christmas the best she could by making special gifts for us. We didn’t have a lot of money, so Mom made me enough clothes to wear a different outfit every day for a week! She also made clothes for my new Barbie and Ken dolls. I loved everything she made, but especially all the baked goods and candy. Mom kept her peanut butter fudge and other candy in boxes in the pantry. Of course, I had to “test” the candy, so when she was away, I went in the pantry to sample a few pieces. I rearranged the pieces, thinking she wouldn’t notice. Years later, she admitted she knew all along! She was a good sport. Now her fudge is a family favorite that is requested every Christmas.
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A Very Special Santa Shop

Maryann Brett
Johnstown, PA

My mother lived in a nursing home for the last 16 months of her life. Those months became very special to both my mom and me as it allowed me to become “just her daughter” again, instead of being her caregiver. She truly loved her time there, and when she passed away on New Year’s Eve in 2014, I knew she was happy. As a way to honor her and also as a way for me to give back for all the wonderful care she received, I decided to set up a “Santa Shop” with the help of a few church friends. What began as a one-time activity quickly grew for the next five years. While my mom lived there, I had realized that the residents had very few choices they made on their own. Someone else picked out their clothes, the meals were whatever the cook made for the day, the activities were planned by someone else. I decided to give them a day to choose what they wanted!

The activity room was filled with Christmas decorations of every kind. There were stockings for the residents’ doors, Christmas books, handmade lap blankets and full-size fleece blankets, warm socks and hand lotions. But as simple as it sounds, the thing that touched me the most was watching the residents choose from an entire table of Christmas cards. Many people gave me Christmas cards for the table. To see each person pick the card they wanted that was addressed “To someone special,” and to see their eyes light up as they opened that special card, brought me to tears on more than one occasion. Watching each resident get to choose anything they wanted in a room filled with all sorts of things was simply magical, and so heartwarming to every person who ever helped me on that day. I’m sure my mom beamed with pride from above as she watched her granddaughter Suzanne accompany me on those days. We also decorated a Christmas tree and “wrapped” every framed picture in the hallways to look like Christmas gifts. It was always a long day until we got it all done, and as we drove home each year in the dark, our hearts never felt fuller. We knew that we had been blessed to witness the joy that was shared by every person there, including the staff. That day each year, for the next five years after my mom passed away, was the true spirit of Christmas for me. It was a day that I always received way more than I ever gave.
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Christmas with My Memé

Teanda Smith
Saint Albans, ME

I don’t
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Drive-In Movies on Christmas Eve
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Pizza for Christmas Eve






S A N T A Tags
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Snowed In for Christmas
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Santa’s Red Checkmark






Spreading Carols of Joy
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Reindeer Games






Gingerbread Houses
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Snowflake Fun






Christmas Santa Surprise
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Handmade Christmas Stockings
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The Macaroni Shoe
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A Christmas Church Dinner






Christmas in Germany
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Handmade Trains & Houses






Christmas Lights
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A Special Christmas Gift






A Special Gift on Christmas Morning
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Mom’s Garlic Balls, 164
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Pepper Jack Cheese Ball, 174


Roasted Bacon-Stuffed Dates, 165


Susie’s Clam Dip, 156
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30-Minute Dinner Rolls, 61


Brown Sugar Muffins, 31


Buttermilk Biscuits, 57


Candied Gingerbread Muffins, 44
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Breakfasts
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Cheesy Bacon Breakfast Muffins, 27


Cheesy Scrambled Egg Bake, 38
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Christmas Morning Bars, 33
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Jumble Jubilies, 214
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Merry Christmas Bars, 216
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Simple Coconut Macaroons, 187
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Desserts

Cherry Delight, 192


Elisa’s No-Bake Fruitcake, 204


Holiday Poke Cake, 209


Janet’s Cran-Apple Crumbly, 184


Mowe’s Pound Cake, 197


Pecan-Carrot Bundt Cake, 189


Peppermint Dazzler, 217


Pumpkin-Pecan Cake, 208


Mains

7-in-One Tamale Dish, 145


Beef Wellington Loaves, 140


Best Salmon Marinade, 125


Best-Ever Cubed Steak, 138


Black-Eyed Peas & Ham, 151


Cheesy Pasta Skillet, 119


Chicken & Broccoli Casserole, 150


Chicken & Gravy, 151


Chicken Tetrazzini, 126


Chow Mein Hotdish, 148


Christmas Company Casserole, 118


Cream Cheese-Stuffed Chicken, 134


Donna’s Taco Meatballs, 121


Fancy Stovetop Salmon Casserole, 137


Forgotten Chicken, 122


Garlic Shrimp & Rice, 125


Glazed Pork Tenderloin, 139


Grandma’s Spaghetti Sauce, 129


Holiday Cranberry Chicken, 135


Holiday Meatloaf, 127


Kielbasa & Shrimp with Rice, 142


Lemon-Parmesan Tilapia, 143


Mom’s Chicken Enchiladas, 128
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One-Pot Almond Chicken, 135


Party-Time Pork Chops, 133


Pat’s Holiday Lasagna, 144


Penne Carbonaro, 129


Pineapple-Orange Glazed Ham, 123


Primavera Pasta & Veggies, 130


Sausage & Beans, 132


Scalloped Potatoes & Ham, 146


Seafood Au Gratin, 136


Sheet Pan Rosemary Chicken, 141


Skillet Ravioli with Spinach, 124


Slow-Cooked Turkey Breast, 147


Slow-Cooker Mexican Chicken, 149


Spicy Flounder, 143


Supreme Chuck Roast, 122


Trenton’s Favorite Salsa Chicken, 120


Vegetarian Fish Stew, 131



Salads

Broccoli Pasta Slaw, 97


Christmas Eve Salad, 86


Holiday Broccoli Salad, 111


Million-Dollar Frozen Cranberry Salad, 99


Pomegranate-Apple Salad, 113


Sheet Pan Squash & Kale Salad, 92


Special Bing Cherry Salad, 98


Steph’s Tortellini Salad, 109


Toffee Apple Salad, 107


Winter Garden Salad, 90


Sandwiches

Christmas Shopping Reuben Squares, 162


Holiday Salami Bread, 168


Holiday Turkey Salad Sandwiches, 152


Marinated Party Sandwiches, 172


Sides

Aunt Marge’s Deluxe Corn Custard, 91


Cheesy Cauliflower Dish, 105


Christmas Cinnamon Apples, 112


Christmas Peas, 94


Creamed Onions, 95


Creamy Mashed Potatoes, 101


English Pea Casserole, 102


Golden Fruit Compote, 34


Green Bean Casserole, 88


Holiday Kraut, 114


Jackie’s Macaroni & Cheese, 110


Kathy’s Sage Dressing, 104


Lemon-Roasted Brussels Sprouts, 95


Ma’s Turkey Stuffing, 96


Maple Baked Beans With Apples, 106


Midwestern Comfort Potatoes, 93


Mom’s Cheesy Broccoli Bake, 103


Mother’s Pickled Peaches, 113


Not Your Usual Broccoli Casserole, 89


Orange-Glazed Carrots, 94


Potato Pierogi Casserole, 115


Ranch Potato Casserole, 101


Roast Asparagus, 108


Saucy Bacon Asparagus, 88


Sautéed Green Beans & Mushrooms, 105


Spinach-Cheese Squares, 108


Sweet Potato Casserole, 87


Sweet Potato, Apple & Cranberry Bake, 100


Sweet-and-Sour Bacon Cabbage, 116


Ukrainian Sauerkraut & Beans, 114


Soups

Angela’s Taco Soup, 74


Baked Potato Soup, 66


Beer Cheese Soup, 79


Broccoli-Cheese Soup, 59


Cami’s Super-Easy Chili, 70


Chicken & Wild Rice Soup, 72


Chicken Cheese Soup, 81


Chicken Tortilla Soup, 80


Corn Chowder with Bacon, 63


Creamy Pea Soup, 59


Creamy Root Vegetable Soup, 55


Delightful Sherry Mushroom Potage, 73


Easy Beef Barley Soup, 82


Granny’s Vegetable Soup, 65


Hearty Italian Butternut Squash Soup, 68


Italian Sausage & Tomato Soup, 60


Kielbasa Bean Soup, 78


Lentil Soup with Dumplings, 63


Meatballs & Veggies Cheese Soup, 67


Mom’s Chicken & Dumpling Soup, 76


Mom’s Poor Man’s Soup, 56


Quick Chicken Noodle Soup, 72


Real Texas Chili, 75


Sausage & White Bean Soup, 66


Snays’ Southwest Chili, 84


Spanish Bean Soup, 62


Stuffed Pepper Soup, 81


Supper Soup Italiano, 54


Tempting Tomato Soup, 64


White Bean Chicken Soup, 58







Send us your favorite recipe!


and the memory that makes it special for you!* If we select your recipe for a brand-new Gooseberry Patch cookbook, your name will appear right along with it…and you’ll receive a FREE copy of the book.
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Share your recipe on our website at


www.gooseberrypatch.com


Or mail to:


Gooseberry Patch • Attn: Cookbook Dept.


PO Box 812 • Columbus, OH 43216-0812


*Don’t forget to include your name, address, phone number and email address so we’ll know how to reach you for your FREE book!







If you liked these recipes, you’ll LOVE


A Very Merry Christmas Cookbook and Our Best Farm-Fresh Recipes, two of our best-selling cookbooks, now available as eBooks!
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Be the first to know when our next cookbook is available! Follow us at


www.bookbub.com/authors/gooseberry-patch


to receive new release and discount alerts.


Visit


www.gooseberrypatch.com


to find the cookbook in a store near you or look for it wherever your favorite eBooks are sold!


Find us here too!
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Sign up for our Emails and discover free recipes & crafts, great tips & more! Visit our website or blog to get even more goodies, watch our recipe & how-to videos on YouTube and be sure to follow us on Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest and BookBub too.






U.S. to Metric Recipe Equivalents


Volume Measurements





	1/4 teaspoon
	1 mL



	1/2 teaspoon
	2 mL



	1 teaspoon
	5 mL



	1 tablespoon = 3 teaspoons
	15 mL



	2 tablespoons = 1 fluid ounce
	30 mL



	1/4 cup
	60 mL



	1/3 cup
	75 mL



	1/2 cup = 4 fluid ounces
	125 mL



	1 cup = 8 fluid ounces
	250 mL



	2 cups = 1 pint = 16 fluid ounces
	500 mL



	4 cups = 1 quart
	1 L









Weights





	1 ounce
	30 g



	4 ounces
	120 g



	8 ounces
	225 g



	16 ounces = 1 pound
	450 g








Oven Temperatures





	300° F
	150° C



	325° F
	160° C



	350° F
	180° C



	375° F
	190° C



	400° F
	200° C



	450° F
	230° C








Baking Pan Sizes





	Square
	



	8x8x2 inches
	2 L = 20x20x5 cm



	9x9x2 inches
	2.5 L = 23x23x5 cm



	Rectangular
	



	13x9x2 inches
	3.5 L = 33x23x5 cm



	Loaf
	



	9x5x3 inches
	2 L = 23x13x7 cm



	Round
	



	8x1-1/2 inches
	1.2 L = 20x4 cm



	9x1-1/2 inches
	1.5 L = 23x4 cm
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Our Story

Back in 1984, we were next-door neighbors raising our families in the little town of Delaware, Ohio. Two moms with small children, we were looking for a way to do what we loved and stay home with the kids too. We had always shared a love of home cooking and making memories with family & friends and so, after many a conversation over the backyard fence, Gooseberry Patch was born.


We put together our first catalog at our kitchen tables, enlisting the help of our loved ones wherever we could. From that very first mailing, we found an immediate connection with many of our customers and it wasn’t long before we began receiving letters, photos and recipes from these new friends. In 1992, we put together our very first cookbook, compiled from hundreds of these recipes and, the rest, as they say, is history.


Hard to believe it’s been almost 40 years since those kitchen-table days! From that original little Gooseberry Patch family, we’ve grown to include an amazing group of creative folks who love cooking, decorating and creating as much as we do. Today, we’re best known for our homestyle, family-friendly cookbooks, now recognized as national bestsellers.


One thing’s for sure, we couldn’t have done it without our friends all across the country. Each year, we’re honored to turn thousands of your recipes into our collectible cookbooks. Our hope is that each book captures the stories and heart of all of you who have shared with us. Whether you’ve been with us since the beginning or are just discovering us, welcome to the Gooseberry Patch family!
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Visit our website anytime


www.gooseberrypatch.com


1•800•854•6673
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