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  Foreword






Welcome to the World of GKP’s Most Haunted Places Series
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Dear Reader,




Welcome to Grant Kelly Publications’ Most Haunted Places series, where the eerie and unexplained await you! We’re thrilled to have you join us as a fellow seeker of the supernatural. There’s something uniquely fascinating about exploring locations steeped in mystery, uncovering ghostly encounters, and delving into tales that send shivers down our spines.




At GKP, we’re passionate about bringing you stories that captivate your imagination and immerse you in the world of the unknown. Each book in this series is crafted with care, blending historical intrigue with spine-chilling accounts of the paranormal. We’re excited to share these haunting tales with you and hope they offer you an unforgettable reading experience.




Thank you for embarking on this journey with us. If you enjoy this volume, we would greatly appreciate it if you could leave a review. Your feedback helps us grow, inspires others to discover these tales, and ensures we can continue to explore the most haunted places in the world together.




Happy reading,




The GKP Team







  Preface



Welcome to the Second Volume of GKP Most Haunted Places 

Illustrated Editions
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This special edition brings together four haunting tales from the GKP Most Haunted Places series, now enhanced with vivid illustrations that enrich the storytelling experience. Each story remains true to its original form but is now paired with striking visuals designed to draw you deeper into the eerie worlds we’ve uncovered. Whether you’ve read these stories before or are encountering them for the first time, this illustrated collection offers a fresh, immersive way to experience the mysteries within.




At GKP, we aim to cater to every lover of the supernatural. Some readers crave short, captivating tales, while others seek out collectible editions that add depth to their experience. This illustrated collection strikes the perfect balance, offering mid-length volumes combined with atmospheric artwork to heighten the sense of mystery and intrigue.




In this volume, you’ll explore four chilling locations, each with its own haunting legacy. Eastern State Penitentiary takes you inside one of America’s most infamous prisons, where the echoes of its notorious inmates and unexplainable paranormal events still linger. Secrets of the Ancient Ram Inn delves into the sinister tales surrounding one of England’s most haunted buildings, steeped in dark history and ghostly encounters. Shadows of Hotel Kurrajong reveals the eerie phenomena and mysterious apparitions haunting this historic Australian landmark. Finally, Ghosts of Edinburgh Castle explores the spectral figures and chilling legends tied to one of Scotland’s most iconic and haunted sites.




Each of these stories blends history and the supernatural to create a truly immersive experience. The illustrations woven throughout this edition aim to enhance your connection to each tale, capturing the essence of these haunted locations while preserving the thrill of discovery.
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This Illustrated Edition marks an exciting milestone for the Most Haunted Places series as we continue to explore new ways of sharing these stories with readers around the world. With plans for audiobooks, additional illustrated volumes, and other special editions, we’re committed to bringing you even more haunting tales while staying true to the heart of what makes this series so compelling.




Thank you for joining us on this journey. Whether you’re a long-time fan of GKP or new to these chilling tales, we hope this volume stirs your curiosity, ignites your imagination, and leaves you eager for more.






I

Eastern State Penitentiary

Series 1 - Book 5
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  A Fortress of Isolation

  
  




In the heart of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, stands a structure as imposing as its dark history. Eastern State Penitentiary, with its gothic architecture and towering stone walls, was once the most famous and expensive prison in the world. Built in 1829, it was designed to reform inmates through solitary confinement a revolutionary, though controversial, approach to rehabilitation.




Today, Eastern State is a crumbling relic, its empty cellblocks echoing with the whispers of the past. Visitors are drawn to its haunting beauty and eerie silence, but many leave with stories of inexplicable encounters. Some speak of ghostly apparitions, disembodied voices, and shadowy figures that dart through the ruins. Others report feelings of overwhelming dread, as though the prison itself is alive and aware of their presence.




The penitentiary’s history is steeped in suffering. Its inmates, confined in total isolation, often succumbed to madness. Famous criminals like Al Capone and bank robber Willie Sutton walked its halls, their lives forever altered by its unrelenting solitude. Yet, for all its history, it is the stories of its hauntings that have cemented Eastern State’s reputation as one of America’s most haunted locations.
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This chapter sets the stage for a journey through the shadowy depths of Eastern State Penitentiary, where the walls themselves seem to harbour the pain and despair of those who once lived and died within them.
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  The Cries of Cellblock 12

  
  




Of all the areas within Eastern State Penitentiary, Cellblock 12 is considered the most haunted. This long, narrow corridor of cells was once a place of confinement and punishment, where inmates endured unimaginable hardships. Today, it is a focal point for paranormal activity, drawing investigators and thrill-seekers from around the world.




Visitors to Cellblock 12 often report hearing eerie sounds echoing through its crumbling halls. Moans, whispers, and the occasional bloodcurdling scream have been captured on audio recordings, defying explanation. Some describe the sensation of being watched, their every step shadowed by an unseen presence. Others feel sudden cold spots or a heavy pressure on their chest, as though the weight of the building’s history is pressing down on them.




One particularly chilling account involves a security guard who worked at the penitentiary in the 1990s. While patrolling Cellblock 12, he heard the unmistakable sound of footsteps approaching him from behind. Turning to confront the intruder, he found the corridor empty. Moments later, a deep, guttural growl echoed through the block, sending him running for the exit.
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Paranormal teams investigating Cellblock 12 have recorded high levels of electromagnetic activity and captured images of shadowy figures on thermal cameras. In one instance, an investigator reported feeling an icy hand grab her shoulder, only to find no one nearby.




Theories about the hauntings in Cellblock 12 vary. Some believe the spirits of former inmates remain tethered to the block, unable to escape the torment they endured in life. 













Others suggest the intense emotional energy of the penitentiary has created a residual haunting, with the cries and anguish of the past replaying like a broken record.




For those brave enough to enter, Cellblock 12 offers more than just a glimpse into the penitentiary’s history, it is a visceral encounter with the lingering echoes of human suffering.
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  Al Capone’s Haunted Cell

  
  




In the annals of Eastern State Penitentiary’s history, few names loom as large as Al Capone. The infamous Chicago mob boss was incarcerated here from 1929 to 1930, serving an eight-month sentence for carrying a concealed weapon. But unlike other inmates, Capone’s stay was anything but ordinary. His cell, furnished with fine rugs, antique furniture, and even a radio, was a stark contrast to the stark, barren cells that surrounded him. Yet, despite these luxuries, Capone reportedly endured a torment far worse than prison life, the torment of a haunting.


According to prison staff and Capone himself, the mob boss was haunted by the ghost of James Clark, one of the victims of the infamous St. Valentine’s Day Massacre. Clark, the brother-in-law of rival gangster Bugs Moran, was one of seven men gunned down in a garage on Capone’s orders. It is said that Clark’s vengeful spirit followed Capone to Eastern State, tormenting him relentlessly.


Capone’s cell became the site of nightly disturbances. Guards reported hearing him shouting in terror, begging someone to “leave him alone.” At times, he could be heard pleading, “Jimmy, I didn’t mean to!” Visitors today often note that his cell retains an oppressive atmosphere, as though the walls themselves have absorbed the echoes of his fear.
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One chilling story comes from a tour guide who locked up the cellblock after hours. As she turned to leave, she heard the faint sound of a man’s voice, low and desperate, murmuring
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