

    
        
          Fact Or Fiction - Shorts & Stories

        

        
        
          Francis Foy

        

        
          Published by Francis Foy, 2025.

        

    



  
    
    
      This is a work of fiction. Similarities to real people, places, or events are entirely coincidental.

    
    

    
      FACT OR FICTION - SHORTS & STORIES

    

    
      First edition. November 16, 2025.

      Copyright © 2025 Francis Foy.

    

    
    
      ISBN: 979-8231944576

    

    
    
      Written by Francis Foy.

    

    
      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  


Table of Contents

Title Page

Copyright Page

Fact Or Fiction - Shorts & Stories

© 2025 Francis Robert Foy | All rights reserved. | Published author from England. (Other titles available).


Contents

––––––––
[image: ]


Introduction  2

The Wishing World  3

Netizens Reign  21

Ultimate Union    37

Let There Be Light  43

Orbit Of Junk  46

The Epsilon Advantage  58

Man With No iMage    71

Human Natural  78

Vibes    90

Objective  93

Speed Of Life  94

Manimal  95

Author Biography  96

Introduction

––––––––
[image: ]


Fact Or Fiction is a collection of short stories. The stories are predictive fiction and take place in the near future, within the next fifty years or so. The ideas given consideration in this book are mostly down to earth and based on what we are actually doing today and potential outcomes are explored. 

Themes include the chances of contact with alien life, the internet, cutting edge astrophysics, space exploration, television and human genetic engineering. Many other aspects of modern life are embraced from a viewpoint of where we are now, how we got to this place in our history and where things may lead us in the future.

The writing style is easy to understand and so is suitable for all ages from around twelve years upwards.  With a variety of ideas filled with much factual content the stories should appeal to most readers. By taking a journey to a potential tomorrow, the stories are designed to be entertaining, thought provoking and thrilling with some twists and surprises on the way.

The first two stories were originally published by Amazon in the Amazon Shorts non fiction section and here they have been updated. Because this book includes both fact and fiction stories, it has been given the title Fact Or Fiction. Each story has a picture depicting its title. 

Most people reflect on the nature of humanity and how we have come to be what we are. Why it is that we seem to be alone in an evolutionary sense, in developing the complex human world we have made. After all we do not see any other of the many creatures on Earth undertaking space exploration! 

Human beings have come a long way in a short time, in the scheme of things. It is difficult to predict what kind of human race we will become yet it can be fun to speculate.

(This book was originally published as HumaNatural in  2006).
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The Wishing World

We Have Been Expecting Them

Humanity has the wish to find extra terrestrial beings. A definition for such creatures would be those born on a world other than Earth. On the 15th December 1960 The New York Times carried a story with the headline, “Brookings Institution Report says Earth`s civilisation might topple if faced by a race of superior beings.” This story was about a 100 page report prepared for NASA to study the implications of undertaking the exploration of space and other worlds. 

At that time both the U.S.A. and The Soviet Union were involved in `the space race` which became a competition to conquer space. The Brookings findings also went on to explain how to deal with the possibility of astronauts discovering alien artifacts on the Moon or planets and how such historic news should be given out to the public, if at all. 

It was thought that society may not be able to withstand the culture shock if something alien was found in the Solar System. In 1938 a radio play of The War Of The Worlds caused mass panic when many people mistook it for actual events, so the Brookings Report comments were not taken lightly. The document covered many areas and aspects about the potential ramifications of space exploration. The serious considerations given to possible alien encounters shows a realistic expectation that it could happen. 

It is not just science fiction fans who want to meet aliens as The Brookings Institute Report was commissioned at a high government level for serious reasons. Rockets were already in use in space and the Russian Luna 2 probe had been landed on the surface of the Moon in 1959. Satellites were being tested and animals had become the first form of life from our planet to be sent into space.

This was prior to the first manned flights to orbit the Earth, which did not start until 1961 onwards. The chances of coming across something or someone alien was seen as perhaps more plausible then however, than it is now. The nearest thing to life in our Solar System might be microbes on Mars as far as we know currently. 

Knowledge gained about the planets and their moons has proved that there are no other civilisations like ours here on Earth. In fact the odds of a world capable of supporting life which could develop similar to us within ten light years of Earth is extremely low. So we would have to travel over ten years in a spaceship going at the speed of light to see if anyone is out there. 

Humanity has achieved much in space exploration in the past 50 years without a doubt but it would take a miracle breakthrough to create a vehicle which could reach even the nearest stars to our Sun. The feasibility of our going out to find E.T. are practically zero as we simply do not have the means to make a spaceship that can move faster than light. The laws of physics are against it. Our best hope is to make contact in another form such as by radio transmission and various search programs have been set up around the world to listen for alien signals. 

The Voyager 1 space probe which made passes of some planets in the Solar System after its launch in 1977 carries data on how to find Earth as well as pictorial information on its makers, the human race. This tiny spacecraft is now moving out of our Solar System and the idea is that aliens may find it and then us. This is another way we could make contact, if they came here to us. We have been expecting them.

There has never been a time such as now when the human race could realistically comprehend that beings from other worlds could be found. 500 years ago people thought the Earth was flat and at the center of the Universe. If you brought the average man from 250 years ago into the present day and showed him the space shuttle in orbit on TV, it would certainly take some explaining. 

Flight in the air is only around 100 years old but at least during this period people have a general understanding that man could make voyages in outer space. As could other creatures. In the modern day most of the population of planet Earth can easily recognise space travel as being ordinary. China, India and Japan have embarked on their own space programs and these join the established agencies in the U.S.A., Russia and Europe.

At least we can see that one day we may colonise the Moon, Mars and other bodies in the Solar System. President Bush has outlined how the U.S.A. intends to return to the Moon and set up a base there with view to making manned missions to Mars by 2020. 

Now and for the first time in its history, the human race is in a position to appreciate it if E.T. landed openly on The White House lawn for real. There are millions of people waiting for it to happen. In many ways, the findings of The Brookings Report about society not being ready for such a monumentous event have already changed. If there ever was an age when E.T. could drop in for an upfront visit and not spook everyone that badly, it is now. So where are they?

The Drake Haystack Gives Fermi The Needle

In December 2006 a new satellite was launched (CoRoT), especially designed to search other stars for smaller Earth like planets which are anticipated to be found. Further to this the NASA Kepler Mission due in 2008, will continuously scan 100,000 stars for Earth size planets. The very first search for alien signals using radio astronomy was carried out in 1960 by Dr. Frank Drake (University of California). 

In 1961 he worked out the Drake Equation, which took into account many factors and formulated a theory that there should be about 1000 stars in our galaxy alone, which would have planets capable of supporting intelligent life. Dr. Drake went to to form SETI (Search for Extra Terrestrial Intelligence) and is an example of a very well respected scientist wanting to make contact with E.T. Of course, although 1000 alien civilisations within our home galaxy sounds like plenty, it must be remembered how big space is. To get an idea it takes around six months for our spacecraft to reach Mars currently.

The Milky Way galaxy is approximately 90,000 light years in diameter and many of these possible 1000 alien races could be so far away from us that contact could never be established. It is the sheer scale of distance across space between stars and therefore planets which is the problem. There are tremendous voids from one galaxy to the next. 

In 1950 a nuclear physicist called Enrico Fermi created what was to become known as the Fermi Paradox. This postulated that given the age of the Universe and the amount of galaxies, a great many intelligent races should exist. The fact that we have not detected them indicates that technologically advanced civilisations must be very rare. Or to put it simply, if there are so many aliens out there, why have we not heard from them? 

Between Drake and Fermi lies a basic contradiction. With potentially 1000 star systems which may have life supporting planets with intelligent life such as ours, why is it we have not yet picked up any signals from them. The answer is not an easy one. There are many reasons why we have not received any messages by radio astronomy from other worlds.  The time taken for any signal to reach us measured in light years could mean that we have not been looking for long enough so far. Humanity has only been searching the skies for less than 50 years and in space terms that is only 50 light years away from us. It could be that this year a coded radio signal might be discovered that was sent by E.T. over 50 years ago, only reaching us now at the speed of light. 

The chances of our going for a visit or E.T. doing likewise is probably impossible as it would take 50 years at the speed of light to travel either way. It could be that aliens use other methods of communication such as light waves, rather than radio. There may be messages for us from out there somewhere but we are unable to receive them, as yet. 

The use of light as a way of sending signals is being investigated by scientists now and in the future they may devise the technology to begin a search of the heavens for light messages. There might be other forms of communication which we just have not considered or are more advanced of what we understand as communication. The star sky is also immense and to scan all of it in detail all the time is beyond our current scientific resources.  We are looking for a needle in the largest of haystacks.

If intelligent life in the galaxy is as abundant as Dr. Drake has assumed, then what factors could be at work preventing creatures from other worlds becoming space explorers like us?  In 1964 the Russian astronomer Nikolai Kardashev generated the Kardashev Scale, which classified three levels of how advanced a civilisation is, based on its amount of usable energy. 

Type 1 - a species which is able to harness all of the power available on their planet. Type 2 - a species capable of harnessing and using all of the available power from their sun, or a star. Type 3 - a species which would be able to harness and make use of all the available power of a whole galaxy.  

On this scale the human race comes in below a Type 1 civilisation and although close to it, we are not yet in the position of making use of all the power or energy that is available on our planet. What about worlds in other solar systems with intelligent life on them which have not yet developed a technological civilisation? 

Is it the case that many alien races do not achieve advancement to that of a `space age` like we have and if so why not? Alternatively,  imagine a race which has the power of a galaxy at its disposal. Would such a species so far ahead of us, be interested in any kind of contact with humanity which they may see as a primitive race? 

The modern human race has come a long way in a short time in the scheme of things. In the past 300 years alone we have transformed our world from an agriculture based society which had remained basically the same for thousands of years into an electronically driven, mechanised civilisation. Until around 200 years ago, when the coal powered steam engine was invented, everything had been horse drawn since the stone age. 

The introduction of electricity and its uses has radically changed the human way of life, worldwide. Without it there would be no high technology. These improvements come at a cost however and the price is a burden on the nature of the world and the burning of fossil fuels at the present rate is having detrimental effects on the whole planet. The estimates vary but it is thought that we will upset the environment permanently during this
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