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Prologue

[image: image]


Have you ever wondered what it takes to become President of the United States? Would you believe that a boy who once lived in Hawaii, played basketball with his friends, and loved to read books would one day lead the entire country?

This is the amazing true story of Barack Obama—the first Black president in American history. But long before he stood in front of huge crowds and gave powerful speeches, Barack was just a regular kid with big dreams. He grew up in different parts of the world, asked lots of questions, and always believed that one person could make a difference.

In this book, you’ll learn all about Barack Obama’s life—from his childhood adventures to his time in the White House. You’ll discover how he worked hard, helped people in need, and never gave up, even when things got tough. You’ll also get to know the fun side of Barack—what he liked to eat, how he stayed active, and what made him laugh.

Get ready to be inspired, because Barack Obama’s story isn’t just about being president—it’s about hope, courage, and believing in yourself. And who knows? Maybe one day, you’ll be the one making history too.

Let’s dive in!
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Chapter 1: A Boy Named Barack
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Barack Obama was once just a little boy with big dreams, just like many other kids. He was born on August 4, 1961, in Honolulu, Hawaii, a place with beautiful beaches, palm trees, and warm weather all year long. His name, Barack, means “blessed” in Swahili, a language spoken in parts of Africa. From the very beginning, his life was full of interesting stories and people. His father, Barack Obama Sr., came from Kenya in Africa, and his mother, Ann Dunham, was from the American state of Kansas. That made young Barack a mix of two very different cultures, which helped him see the world in a unique way even as a child.

Growing up, Barack had curly hair, a bright smile, and a curious mind. He loved asking questions, reading books, and learning about how things worked. But life wasn’t always easy. His parents separated when he was just a little boy, and his father moved back to Kenya. Barack didn’t get to spend much time with his dad, but he remembered the stories his mother told him and the letters his father sent. These stories made him want to understand more about where he came from and who he was meant to be.

Barack lived with his mom and his grandparents in Hawaii. His grandparents played a big role in raising him. His grandfather, who he called “Gramps,” liked to tell exciting stories, and his grandmother, “Toot,” worked hard at a bank and taught him about responsibility. His mom, Ann, was smart, kind, and always encouraged him to do his best. She would even wake him up early in the morning before school to study with him! She believed learning was one of the most powerful tools in the world.

When Barack was just six years old, something big happened—his mother remarried, and they moved to a faraway country called Indonesia. That meant new foods, new friends, and even a new language. He had to learn how to speak Indonesian, eat spicy food, and get used to riding in rickshaws instead of cars. Life was different, and sometimes it was hard, but Barack learned to adapt. He even had a pet monkey while living there! Being in Indonesia helped him see how people lived in different ways, and it made him even more curious about the world.

After a few years, Barack moved back to Hawaii to attend school. He went to a private school where he was one of only a few students who looked like him. Sometimes he felt different and didn’t always fit in, but he learned how to be strong and proud of who he was. He found friends who accepted him and teachers who believed in him. He loved reading about superheroes and great leaders and imagined how he might grow up to help people, too.

As Barack grew older, he started thinking more about the kind of person he wanted to be. He asked himself big questions, like “Where do I belong?” and “What can I do to make the world better?” These questions stayed with him, even when he was just a teenager. He knew that his story was different from most kids, but he also knew that it gave him something special—an understanding of many different kinds of people.

Even as a kid, Barack didn’t always get perfect grades or make all the best choices, but he always tried to learn from his mistakes. He cared about fairness and wanted to stand up for people who didn’t have a voice. His mom used to remind him that, even if life gets hard, you can always choose to be kind, brave, and smart. That lesson stuck with him.

Barack wasn’t just interested in schoolwork; he liked playing basketball, too. He spent hours on the court practicing his jump shots and learning how to be a good teammate. Sports helped him stay focused and gave him confidence. He realized that, whether it’s on a basketball team or in life, working together is how people achieve great things.

Barack’s childhood was full of different places, different people, and lots of learning. From Hawaii to Indonesia and back again, he saw how big and colorful the world could be. He met kids from all kinds of backgrounds and saw how important it was to be understanding and respectful. Even though he didn’t always have everything figured out, he never stopped dreaming.

Being a boy named Barack meant having a name that stood out, a voice that mattered, and a heart full of hope. He might have been just one kid among millions, but deep down, he believed he could make a difference. And that belief, planted like a tiny seed in his young heart, would someday grow into something truly amazing.
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Chapter 2: Growing Up in Hawaii

[image: image]


Growing up in Hawaii was a big part of what made Barack Obama the person he became. Hawaii is not like any other state in America—it’s made up of islands surrounded by the blue waters of the Pacific Ocean. It has sandy beaches, towering volcanoes, lush green mountains, and people from many different cultures and backgrounds. Barack was lucky to be born and raised in such a beautiful and diverse place. The sights, sounds, and spirit of Hawaii would stay with him for the rest of his life.

As a boy, Barack lived with his mother and grandparents in Honolulu, the capital of Hawaii. His grandparents were kind and hardworking. His grandfather, who he called Gramps, was a big storyteller. He loved to tell Barack stories about adventures, history, and people he had met. His grandmother, whom he called Toot, worked in a bank and was very smart with numbers. She showed Barack how to be responsible, pay attention to details, and stay calm in tough situations. Together, they gave him a warm and steady home, even when life changed around him.

Hawaii was full of bright sunshine, blooming flowers, and ocean waves. Barack spent time swimming, bodyboarding, and playing basketball. The people in his neighborhood came from all sorts of backgrounds—Japanese, Chinese, Hawaiian, Samoan, Filipino, and many others. Barack saw that even though people looked different, spoke different languages, or ate different foods, they could all be neighbors and friends. That helped him learn to be open-minded and kind to everyone, no matter where they came from.

Barack went to Punahou School, a private school known for being one of the best in Hawaii. It was big, with lots of students, and it had excellent teachers, sports, and classes. At Punahou, Barack was one of the few kids who looked like him. That made things a bit confusing sometimes. He sometimes felt different or out of place because of his skin color. But he didn’t let that stop him. He studied hard, joined the basketball team, and made close friends who accepted him for who he was.

Basketball became one of Barack’s favorite things to do. He practiced all the time, learning how to be quick on his feet, how to pass the ball, and how to work with teammates. He learned that on a team, everyone has to support each other if they want to win. That lesson stuck with him as he got older—he believed that teamwork was important not just in sports, but in life, school, and even government.

Barack’s mother, Ann, was one of the biggest influences in his life. She believed deeply in education and made sure Barack understood the power of learning. She would even wake him up early in the morning before school to study with him. She wanted him to be curious, to ask questions, and to think about how he could help others. Even when she wasn’t living with him in Hawaii
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