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BEFORE THERE WAS AN AMERICA—NOSTRADAMUS FORETOLD HER FUTURE.

Renowned scholar David Ovason reveals how Western history’s most remarkable clairvoyant predicted the most momentous events in the development of the United States, including:

• The settlement of Jamestown

• The Declaration of Independence

• The founding of St. Louis

• The development of electricity

• The invention of manned flight

• The Apollo space program and

• The terrorist attack on America and the destruction of the World Trade Center
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Introduction



Twelve verses, written in the 16th century, relating to the United States of America

It was the beginning of an event that will surely change the world.

At 8:45 A.M., on Tuesday, September 11, 2001, a hijacked Boeing 767, carrying 92 passengers and crew, and with 10,000 gallons of aviation fuel on board, crashed into the north tower of the World Trade Center, in Manhattan. The Boeing was traveling at 300 miles per hour.

It was the worst act of terrorism the world has ever seen, and the heavens seemed to reflect its horror. At that moment, the planet Mars was in the same degree as the lunar Dragon’s Head. Further in space, the planetary destroyer, Pluto, was conjunct (“joined” or “united”) with the violent star Rastaban, the yellow eye of the constellation Draconis.1 The Arabic-speaking hijackers of the Boeing 767 would have called this star Al Rās al Thu’bān, the Head of the Dragon.

This obscure-seeming astrology almost helps us get our minds around this act of terrorism. So terrible an event (we tell ourselves) could not have been the work of humans—it surely must have come at the hands of celestial powers.

The statistics of astrology may seem remote, yet there is a reason why I have referred to it, and I shall explore this later, for there is a relationship between what happens on earth and events in the heavens. For the moment, we might prefer to grasp at the more familiar statistics—the date and time, the type of airplane, the number of passengers and crew, the quantity of fuel it carried. There is a kind of sanity in these statistics that disappears in the horror of statistics that followed. The enormous fireball, thrown through, and out of the building, was caused by the explosion of the volatile fuel. The force of the impact, which was localized between the 87th and 93rd floors, was sufficient to weaken the entire structure of the tower. The heat from the burning aviation fuel was so great that it melted the steel frame of the building. In the interval, another hijacked airplane, United Airlines flight 175, was crashed into the south tower. This act of terrorism occurred at 9:03 A.M., and the structure collapsed in just under an hour. Within less than two hours from the first impact, the entire north tower also collapsed.2

More people were to die, in those two hours of violence, than perished in the Revolutionary War, which had lasted for three years.

In 1555, the prophet Michel Nostradamus had written about the Declaration of Independence, which helped give form to an entire civilization (see page 59). How was it possible that he had not foreseen the more direful events in Manhattan, which threaten the freedoms promised in that Declaration?

I write these words from a small village on the edge of the Yorkshire Dales, in England. It is hard to believe that the man-made catastrophe, visited on Manhattan by terrorists during that morning, should have reached its dark shadow as far as this remote English village.

A couple of miles from where I live is a splendid stately home, owned by an acquaintance of mine. Her financier son worked in the commercial section of the World Trade Center, and it is likely that he was in one of the buildings destroyed by the terrorists. Three days have passed since this attack on Manhattan, and still she has had no news of her son. She is one among many suffering thousands, yet, the fact that she is an acquaintance adds a personal poignancy to an event which, I now know, Nostradamus had predicted over four hundred years ago.

The act of terrorism has approached my village in another way. Ever since the destruction of the two towers in New York, my fax, e-mail and phone have been busy. I have been contacted by a number of TV and radio broadcasting agencies, all anxious to hear what Nostradamus had predicted about this terrible event.

On Wednesday of the same week I received a fax from a well-known American broadcaster, who works near New York. He sent me a sample verse, for my opinion. According to this correspondent, this verse had been written by Nostradamus during the 16th century. If it had indeed been written at that time, then it was a most remarkable prophecy. The verse seemed to predict the destruction of New York, as it claimed, “in the year of the new century and nine months”—that is, in September 2001.3

I had been interviewed on American radio by this broadcaster earlier in the year, when we had discussed the prophecies of Nostradamus, in general. Now, he was anxious to have my opinion about this particular verse: he wanted to know how Nostradamus had been able to predict this terrorism, over four centuries before it occurred.

Even as I received his fax, and recognized the verse as a forgery, I felt sick. It turned my stomach that, within twenty-four hours of so terrible a tragedy, people should be playing with the event in such a way. It seemed to me that, by forging prophecies of this kind, they were actually demoting the catastrophe itself, as though they were anxious to turn it into a kind of superficial game.

I was not the only one to be troubled with this hoax. From a report about the tragedy in The Sunday Times, it seems that others had been receiving faxes and emails about Nostradamus. The journalist Richard Woods, in an article entitled, “When death came out of the blue,” recorded two verses that had been circulating in the United States, allegedly from the pen of the Seer.4

Almost immediately after glancing at the fax, I got in touch with the American broadcaster.

“Nothing to do with Nostradamus,” I confirmed. “It isn’t even a quatrain.”

My broadcaster friend did not seem surprised to learn that the verse was a forgery, yet he persisted.

“But, tell me,” he ventured, ever alert for a story, “did Nostradamus ever predict the destruction of New York in his writings?”

“Not as far as I’m aware,” I replied.

At that moment, I was speaking the truth. I had read all the verses of Nostradamus several times, and I could not recall one that predicted the destruction either of Manhattan or New York State.

Even so, my response made me feel strangely inadequate, as though I had left something hanging in the air, something unfinished. I found myself wondering how Nostradamus could possibly have missed such a momentous event. How could he have failed to comment on an event that will certainly change the tenor of civilized life on this planet?

I had read almost everything published on the great Seer, and I knew that the popular books on prophecy constantly misinterpreted his verses. In modern times, it has become a popular pastime to do so, as though Nostradamus were merely intent on predicting the end of the world, or the fiery end of one or another of its major cities. Almost always, the aim of such popular books was to paint a lurid and disturbing image of the future. One presumes that the readership to which these books cater must be more interested in doom and destruction than in a promise of a bright future for mankind.

Such books were far from being works of scholarship. Many individuals who write books about Nostradamus, or circulate his supposed prophecies on the web, know nothing about the methods used by the Savant. Usually, such authors have no substantial knowledge of the 16th-century French, Latin and Greek in which he wrote, and even less understanding of his method of codification. It is unlikely that few of them have even attempted to read the crabbed works of the Master, in the form he penned them.

Among the most inept of these modern authors was Henry C. Roberts, whose book on Nostradamus has sold by the millions, and has ensured that Nostradamus will be misunderstood by whole generations. Now, Roberts had interpreted one quatrain as though Nostradamus had foreseen a war between the United States and the Soviet Union, along with the destruction of New York in a nuclear holocaust.5 Another verse he interpreted as relating to the vicious attack on Pearl Harbor.6 Yet another he represented as a further prediction of a destructive nuclear catastrophe.7

I knew that these were bungled interpretations. They had nothing to do with what Nostradamus had actually written. The first verse did not predict a war with the Soviets, nor even the destruction of New York. Indeed, this quatrain I.87 actually dealt with an important phase in the war conducted by the allied American and British armies, in the Mediterranean, during the Second World War.

Quatrain II.54, supposed by Roberts to deal with the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, had nothing to do with warfare. It had been written by Nostradamus to describe the first colonial settlement of Jamestown, on the east coast of the New World, in 1607.

The terrible nuclear attack, which Roberts read into quatrain II.91, was an even more foolish interpretation. The French verse really dealt with the future application of electricity, during the 19th century.

Inept as they might have been, such examples of Roberts’ commentaries were dangerous. They have persuaded thousands of readers to imagine a series of horrendous events stored up for the Western world, in the not-too-distant future. One end product of the wide circulation of these inept interpretations is that many people really believe that New York will be destroyed in a nuclear explosion. They are convinced that the events at Pearl Harbor had been predicted, and that Nostradamus had foreseen a series of destructive nuclear explosions. It is a moot point whether such fearful expectations actually help engineer the events feared.

I welcome any opportunity to put the minds of such people at rest. Nostradamus did not have in mind such doom-laden prophecies when he wrote these three verses. He had intended each of these verses to which I have referred merely to reveal American efforts and ingenuity in the future. In view of this, I shall give a full translation and commentary for all three quatrains, separately. (See section on Prophecies for America, p. 53.)

In contrast to this impulse to interpret the verses as nothing more than harbingers of doom, Nostradamus himself was fairly optimistic. Very often, he surprised us with rosy descriptions of future events, and it is evident from his writings that he was as much interested in cultural advances as in military conflicts. In fact, one quatrain predicted for the United States a long and successful future, stretching over centuries still to come. It seems to me that the time has arrived when I should examine this optimistic verse, and reveal its meaning.

Besides being a brilliant prophet, Nostradamus was also among the most competent astrologers of the 16th century. This is why it is commonplace for the woodcuts in his books to depict him as a learned philosopher, sitting within a band of the zodiac, or with planets circling above his head.
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This fact, that Nostradamus was a learned astrologer, should be a warning to those who attempt to understand his verse. The astrology that Nostradamus used was very different from that with which we are familiar today. This implies that, if we are to understand his verses, we must familiarize ourselves not only with astrology, but with a specialized astrology used by savants of the 16th century. This is not the only reason why it is possible to misunderstand Nostradamus, yet it is one of the most obvious ones. I have studied Nostradamus for many years, but one thing I know about him is that it is very easy indeed to misinterpret his verses, through ignorance of the century in which he lived, and of the culture to which he belonged.

Spurred on by my conversation with the broadcaster, and by the many faxes and phone calls I had received since the event in New York, I have examined once again the prophetic writings of Nostradamus. Was it possible, I asked myself, that I had missed a quatrain dealing with an attack on Manhattan? Although I have read all the prophecies in his Prophéties many times, I know that it is always possible to misunderstand his verses. As a matter of fact, Nostradamus had ensured that no one would be able to understand a single one of his quatrains before that prophecy had unfolded. Was this outrageous act of terrorism included somewhere in the quatrains, awaiting interpretation after the unfolding of the event?

With this question in mind, I sat down and began to re-read all the thousand or so prophetic verses that Nostradamus had published. Between 1555 and 1558, he had written a considerable number of quatrains, or four-lined verses. These, he had claimed, dealt with the future history of the world. His claim was perhaps a little grandiose, as they seemed to deal mainly with the future of Europe, concentrating on events in France and England. However, among the thousand or so verses he did write, about fifty seem to have dealt with the future of what was then called “the New World,” of which the United States eventually became the dominant part.

The verses had been arranged by him into groups of a hundred—which explains why the collection is sometimes referred to as Centuries. By 1558, he had completed ten of these books, totaling almost a thousand quatrains in all. However, later editions published as many as twelve books, along with a large number of other verses, abstracted from his published yearbooks, or almanacs.8

It is a daunting exercise to attempt a reading of over a thousand obscure verses in the space of one night, yet my efforts were rewarded. Toward the end of the sixth book, I found a quatrain that had always puzzled me. Now, with the advantage of hindsight as a guide, I realized that this verse was one in which Nostradamus had predicted the events of September 2001, in New York.

Later, I rediscovered a second quatrain that had always intrigued me. Hindsight made it apparent that this quatrain was intended to deal with the aftermath of this terrible act of terrorism.

Who was this strange prophet, whose fame has swept down five centuries into the modern world? In many respects, his life has become a mystery to historians, for the few facts that have survived in ancient documents have been overlaid by speculations and imaginative inventions that bear no relationship to historical truth. In the town hall, at Salon, where he spent many years of his life, hangs a portrait of Nostradamus, painted by his eldest son. Whether or not it was a likeness is now hard to tell, but it has been believed, for a very long time, that a woodcut attributed to Leonard Gaultier (see facing page) has caught the appearance of the Prophet more precisely than the painting.9

Nostradamus was born at St. Remy, in the south of France, in 1503, and died at Salon, in 1566.10 He was born into a family that, two generations earlier, had been forced to convert from Judaism to Christianity. He trained at the medical faculty of Montpellier University, in the south of France, and qualified as a doctor. After traveling for some time, he married and settled down in Salon, in the south of France. From about 1553, he began to write his prophecies. His home in Salon, where he wrote these extraordinary prophecies, and where he practiced medicine and astrology, is now a museum, dedicated to his life and work—a shrine for those who recognize his genius.
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Usually, Nostradamus set down his visions in fourlined verses—visionary gems that picked out future events with uncanny precision. In a brief account he left about his methods, he records that, had he wished, he could have written down every detail of the future. There is every reason to believe that this was no idle boast. No one knows how he arrived at his extraordinary visions. In a letter to his patron, King Henri II of France, he merely acknowledged that his knowledge of the future was a gift from God.

It has not always proved easy to understand the products of this God-given gift. Many of the verses of Nostradamus are today as much a riddle as when he was alive. The verse dealing with Manhattan is no exception. The form of this quatrain is so curious that careful commentary will be necessary for any of it to make sense. Nostradamus had intended his verses to be crabbed and incomprehensible—he himself referred to them as scabrous, a word which, even in the 16th century, meant “full of obstacles.” The French text, as it appears in the 1557 edition, is reproduced at right and illustrates his point perfectly.

We will begin with the original French and its meaning in terms of a fairly literal English translation, as a prelude to explaining its significance. However, Nostradamus was too clever a writer for us to take each of his words literally; he wrote in an age when it was commonplace for authors to use secret codes in order to hide their meaning from the prying eyes of the Inquisition. For Nostradamus, as for other savants who wrote in this twilight realm of prediction and astrology, the Inquisition was an ever-present reality. We must always bear in mind the general background of intellectual fear against which the Prophéties were written. With these words and in this current climate of apprehension, let us begin.
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The Attack on Manhattan



As we have seen from the French text reproduced earlier, verse 97, from the sixth century of the Prophéties, reads:



        Cinq & quarante degrés ciel bruslera,

        Feu approucher de la grand’ cité neufue,

        Instant grand flamme esparse saultera,

        Quat on voudra des normas faire preuve.11

At a stretch, this could be translated as:



        Five and forty degrees the sky will burn,

        Fire to approach the great new city,

        Within an instant, a great flame will leap like lightning,

        When one would wish the Normans to give trial.

As we proceed to examine these four lines, we shall discover that neither the French nor the English translation prove to be quite what they seem.

Line One



        Cinq & quarante degrés ciel bruslera,



        Five and forty degrees the sky will burn,

Nostradamus seems anxious to let us know where the event predicted will take place. He opens his verse with a coordinate that seems indisputable in its precision. It seems that the events to unfold in the prophecy will somehow be linked with a place that falls on 45 degrees latitude.

In modern terms, defining a place by latitude may appear to be ridiculous. However, in the 16th century, it was not at all unusual. For example, in 1585, the explorer Hakluyt wrote a report for Elizabeth I, Queen of England, touching upon the proposed colonization of North America. The title of the document reads:



Inducments to the liking of the voyage intended toward Virginia in 40 and 42 degree of latitude.12



An earlier map, probably made in
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