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INTRODUCTION

This story is inspired from works such as Mortal Kombat, Dragon Ball Z and many popular forms of Martial Arts. Jackie Chan’s animated series is another inspiration in my passion for the Martial Arts which started in my youth. My personal fighting experience comes from SouthPaw Boxing taught to me by Fitzroy Vanderpool or “Fitz The Whip” a boxing legend from the Tri-Cities of Ontario, Canada and beyond. This story will reflect my own passions as well as my own world view in storytelling which comes from various cultural backgrounds. The Turtle Crown is a martial arts tournament for the greatest fighter in the world. 
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Chapter 1: A long time ago in ancient China...
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A long time ago before the founding of the first dynasty in China a man by the name of the Yellow Emperor walked the land. A son of the celestials  he would pave the way for China to become a civilization. Before the Yellow Emperor left the people he left his descendants the foundations of humanity. One legend suggests that the Yellow Emperor forged a Golden Turtle Crown infused with great power. The Turtle Crown as it became known would be passed on from generation to generation coming to  Yu The Great the founder of China’s first dynasty. This crown would be a beacon of great power. Naturally the son of Yu became Emperor next in the times that followed his fathers time where humanity had survived a great flood.  Tai Kang, the third Emperor of this dynasty, next inherited the crown. The crown had housed great power and could lead a nation and bring out its wearers full potential.  Tai Kang’s brother Zhong Kang would drown him in a lake when the crown was not on his brother's head and take it for himself becoming the next Emperor.  Zhong Kang would rule a short while sensing his death with the power of the crown he gave it to his son sacrificing himself for the betrayal of his family.

Word and rumor spread of the crown's great power from the nobles to eventually every corner of China. Many would come to challenge Xiang Emperor of the first dynasty; he would fight to defend the crown, passing it onto his son when the time was ready. Shao Kang, the son of Xiang, also kept this crown safe, passing it onto Zhu, his own son who would restore peace to China. Shao passed it onto Huai who passed it onto Mang who passed it onto Xie. Xie’s son Bu Jiang followed by Jiong obtained the crown giving it to his son Jin.  Kong Jia, the cousin of Jin obtained the crown next followed by his son Gao who gave it to Fa.  Jie the son of Fa would be the last in the line of the Celestial descendants to hold the throne he would be driven mad by its power forcing the nobles against him and the people of China to rebel against him ultimately leading to his death and imprisonment.  Tang the descendant of another Celestial being who had the power to wield the crown would defeat Jie for the Turtle Crown which would give him the right to found the Sheng Dynasty and rule over the people of China. 
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The Sheng Dynasty passed the crown for 18 generations to Wu Geng the Sheng Prince who would live as a vessel Prince to King Wu of Zhou when he passed and his youthful son came to power Wu Geng would be instigated to lead a rebellion in which he is killed. Wu Geng’s mother is said to have taken the crown and performed a ritual transferring his soul to the body of a slave. Wu Geng reborn would take the Turtle Crown and lead a battle against the gods who supported Zhou in the fall of his family's dynasty. It is rumored that when Wu Geng defeated each god in mortal combat of martial arts when he returned to the mortal world it is said he went to Manchuria as it was far outside of China’s known borders and neighbors a nomadic and tribal place. A secret temple and shrine would be constructed in the Changbai Mountains by Wu Geng  would live in secret and he would also found his own martial art. Knowing the greed of the crown Wu Geng would choose to have no off spring instead he would found a secret order of warriors.

The Turtle Crown was not the mark of the greatest warrior in the order they would be known as the Mountain Turtle Clan. The Mountain Turtle Clan would be a school and academy for fighters of the celestial bloodlines who in turn could learn the martial art and eventually succeed their master someday in becoming the master themselves. The Turtle Crown became more of a ceremonial item then it did as a right of rule as you did not see the mentor wearing the crown only going to it for knowledge or keeping it protected. The Mountain Turtle Clan would perform good deeds and keep the people of Manchuria safe from Chinese Colonization until the Qing Dynasty. For a few generations the Mountain Turtle Clan would live in peace with the Qing Dynasty but as they expanded in Manchuria it would drive The Mountain Turtle Clan into exile the Master of the order would be close friends with an Admiral and explorer by the name of Zheng He who would take him on board his ship. It is said the Mountain Turtle Clan traveled with Zheng He across the world but knowing it was not safe to travel back to China or threat of their existence and the Turtle Crown could mean the end of the world as a power such as the Turtle Crown would be to powerful to return to the hands of Emperors and Kings.

Zheng He would destroy his map records of the Americas; it is believed hiding the secret of the Mountain Turtle Clan who he would leave in the America’s on his voyage at the request of the Master of the order.  The Mountain Turtle Clan would relocate to what is now Cape Breton, Nova Scotia as the mountains reminded them of home in some regards but much smaller.  A temple and village was built by the Mountain Turtle Clan they would befriend the local Mi’kmaq people. For another couple hundred years the Mountain Turtle Clan remained in hiding but with the rising threat of French and British Colonialism and wars it would drive them out of Cape Breton and Turtle Mountain village would be destroyed in an attack.  The Mountain Turtle Clan would go with spiritual leaders of the native peoples on a voyage across Turtle Island to the great rocky mountains where they would find their final home. In the sacred lodges of the First Nations people Wu Gengs art would be passed on and the Turtle Crown would be kept safe.

Now in the modern era the Mountain Turtle Clan remains a fighting school which holds tournaments in the rocky mountains; very few fighters make it to the Mountain Turtle Clan school. With Celestial bloodlines thinning out and dying out over the years it becomes harder to find students. The Mountain Turtle Clan is down to its last member, a sensei who has no students and a great tragedy overtook his school. As the Sensai was meditating in the mountains one day he seen what appeared to be a shooting star something came flying from the sky he would concentrate on it as it crash landed into the forest below he would begin trekking down the mountains to investigate the scene of what seemed like a shooting star falling to earth. Sensai looked around to see some sort of ship wreck it would look alien in origin Sensai would believe this to be the prophecy of the Nalum a alien warrior people who would change the fate of the world.  Sensei moved to the ship of foreign design. It was an escape pod of sorts; he would pry open the doors of the pod like a lid and pull a baby out; it would appear human at first. Sensei would notice it was a boy and cover the baby in cloth. Sensei would bring the baby back to his temple where he would clothe and clean him up.

As Sensai raised the child he would take him on to be his only student he named the child Gon Yu much like the ancient warrior Guan Yu of China. Sensei would notice the boy was much more stronger than any human student for in his early childhood he could break and punch through things even the strongest of adult men had an issue with. The energy, speed and agility of the child would be unmatched as he could run a marathon through the woods and mountains. Sensei would be tested to his own limits in the training of young Gon Yu. The Chi was the spiritual and outer energy that was demonstrated by students although Sensai could do some things with the energies of the world and extend his own fighting powerless he noticed Gon Yu as a kid able to tap into this Chi which he thought had been impossible for a child so young to be able to use it to the same effect as him. Sensei trained Gon Yu until the age of ten before taking on another student who would be found by Sensai while he left Gon Yu to tend the temple in his trip to China were he would find a young man by the name of Zang. Zang came with Sensai and would be the same age as Gon Yu the orphan child would seem to be a distant relative of Sensai. 

Sensai had a deep interest in China not just because the Mountain Turtle Clan originated in China but he believed China still held some hidden secrets, Sensei would make several trips to China a year. Sensei spent time in other countries on occasion as he visited Japan, Korea and several southern east Asian countries. Sensei spent time in India and the Middle East but very rarely ventured into places like Europe, Africa and Australia as he mostly honed in on active Martial Art communities. Sensei had toured the world in his youth looking for martial arts tournaments when he was a student there were more students but as the elderly members died off and some of his fellow students he became the last instructor in exile the Mountain Turtle Clan stayed mostly close to its safe house temple in the Canadian Rocky Mountains they had several in the United States and Mexico along the Rockies which helped train the two new students Gon Yu and Zang.  Sensei had participated mostly in North American Martial Arts tournaments; his trips these days outside of North America mostly limited to China. In the years following Zang’s arrival Sensai would stop traveling to China.
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The Mountain Turtle Clan
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The Mountain Turtle Clan consisted of Sensai, Gon Yu and Zang, Sensai had seen Zang enter in several youth tournaments which is what made him feel confident he would pick up the art fast. As the three trained together their daily routine usually consisted of climbing mountains and forests, climbing trees and rough terrain. Runs through the forests, combat training in both day and night conditions through rain or shine. Meditation and accessing the ability of Chi. The Mountain Turtle Clan collected their own food naturally through picking, hunting, fishing and trading with the local First Nations tribes. The temple to which they called their home had a Chinese design. In summer time it was comfortable but in the winter it required firewood and furs to be worn. Several lodges on the mountain were accustomed to the native traditions; they used these for several purposes to aid in their survival and understanding of the land and Chi around them. Sensei began to enroll them in Canadian and American Martial Arts tournaments in which the boys would always end up being the best fighters he encouraged them to be flexible about all styles and to incorporate Wu Geng style into their moves which taught them to use all parts of their bodies and be very comfortable with melee weapons.

As the boys advanced as warriors and teenagers when they both turned fifteen Sensai had taught them to do many things most mortals could not by tapping into Chi. Sensei felt comfortable














[image: image]

d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/image002.jpg





d2d_images/image000.jpg





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





d2d_images/image003.jpg





d2d_images/image004.jpg





d2d_images/scene_break.png





