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  When I was a kid, no one sat me down and explained how money really worked. I thought it was something only adults with suits and calculators needed to worry about. By the time I figured it out, I wished I had started much earlier.

That’s why I wrote this book—for you. Because you don’t have to wait until you’re “grown up” to learn the skills that will shape your future. By reading these pages, you’re already ahead of most adults. You’re learning how to save, invest, and make smart choices while your friends might still be wondering where their allowance went.

Don’t worry about being perfect. Every expert, every investor, every parent you know started with small, simple steps—just like the ones you’ll find here. Each habit you build now is like planting a seed that will keep growing for years to come.

So read with curiosity, try the activities, and ask questions. Your future self will thank you.

—Rob Maxwell








  
  Foreword


by Jane Ellis, Financial Educator & Author of Money Made Simple
Every so often, a book comes along that makes me wish I had it when I was younger. Stock Investing for Kids is one of those books.
In a world where money lessons are too often left until adulthood—when mistakes are harder and more expensive to fix—Rob Maxwell has given kids and families a remarkable head start. With clarity, warmth, and real-life stories, this book transforms investing from something intimidating into something approachable, empowering, and even exciting.
What I admire most about Rob’s approach is his ability to meet kids where they are. Instead of weighing them down with jargon, he builds lessons around everyday choices—allowances, birthday money, babysitting earnings—that grow into big ideas about saving, investing, and building wealth. The message is simple but powerful: you don’t have to wait to be an adult to take control of your financial future.
Rob is no stranger to guiding people through complex money topics. His previous bestsellers have helped adults navigate accounting, business survival, and financial management with confidence. Now, he’s extended that expertise to the next generation, creating a roadmap that parents can trust and kids can actually enjoy.
This is more than just a book about stocks. It’s a book about possibilities. About learning early that money is not just something you spend—it’s something you can grow. And when kids understand that, they carry a priceless advantage for life.
I’m honored to introduce Stock Investing for Kids. My hope is that you, the reader, will not only finish these pages with more knowledge, but also with the confidence to take action—however small—and begin writing your own money story.
— Jane Ellis






  
  Welcome to Your Money Adventure!
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Have you ever wished you could buy your favorite game, toy, or gadget without waiting forever for birthdays or holidays? Or maybe you’ve heard adults talk about “stocks,” “investing,” or “the market” and thought, That sounds complicated! Here’s the secret: it’s actually not complicated at all — and learning about money when you’re a kid can give you a huge head start for life.
This book is here to show you how to be money smart in a way that’s fun, simple, and built just for kids like you. You’ll discover how to make your money grow over time, why saving and investing is like planting seeds, and how you and your family can work together to set up your future.
No big math skills? No problem. No business suit? Definitely not needed! This guide is packed with fun examples, cool facts, easy-to-follow steps, and colorful charts that show you exactly how money can work for you — even while you’re busy with school, sports, and friends.
You’ll learn:
What the stock market is (and why it’s not as scary as it sounds!)
How to save for the things you want now and later
Smart ways to use your allowance or chore money
How to build a strong “money mindset” so you don’t freak out when things go up and down
Real stories of kids who became mini-investors
By the end, you’ll see that money isn’t just something grown-ups stress about. It’s a tool — one you can learn to use early to build confidence, make cool choices, and create the future you want.
So grab a pencil, turn the page, and get ready to become a Mini Money Mogul. It all starts here, and it’s going to be fun!






  
  Chapter one
Why “Rich” Doesn’t Just Mean Money
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When kids hear the word “rich,” most imagine piles of cash, giant mansions, shiny cars, and celebrities dripping with jewelry. It’s what movies, music videos, and TV shows have taught us—that being rich means having more stuff than anyone else. But here’s the truth: being rich is less about what you own and more about what you get to do with your life.
Think about this. If you had enough money to choose what you wanted to do each day—spend more time with your family, travel to cool places, buy a new book whenever you felt like it, or save up for something exciting—you’d feel rich. Real wealth is about freedom, safety, and peace of mind. It’s not about having more things; it’s about having more choices.
Now picture this: two kids get paid for doing chores. One spends every single dollar right away, buying snacks and toys. The other saves a little bit each week in a savings account. After a few months, the second kid has more money—and can use it for bigger, better goals, like a bike or tickets to a theme park. They feel confident because they have control over their money. That’s what real wealth feels like: control and confidence, not just stuff.
Some kids think the only way to get rich is to work harder than everyone else. They imagine having five after-school jobs, mowing lawns until dark, or selling candy every single weekend. Working hard is great—it builds character and teaches responsibility—but working more hours doesn’t always mean you’ll have more money.
Here’s a story.
Sam and Mia are both saving up for a new bike. Sam spends every free minute washing cars for neighbors, charging a few dollars each time. He works late, he’s tired, and he spends his money as quickly as he earns it. Mia also does odd jobs, but instead of keeping all her money in her wallet, she puts some into a savings account that earns interest. She even uses a simple investing app (with her parents’ help) so her money can grow over time.
A few months later, Sam has enough for a bike, but nothing else. Mia has her bike and some extra money left over. Why? Because Mia learned an important lesson: money can work for you. Even small amounts saved and invested will grow while you sleep, while you’re at school, or even while you’re watching cartoons.
That’s the real secret to becoming wealthy—it’s not about running yourself ragged, it’s about being smart with what you already have.
A lot of adults feel stressed about money, even if they don’t always say it out loud. You might notice your parents talking about bills at the kitchen table, or maybe you’ve heard them say things like “We can’t afford that right now.” Sometimes grown-ups are so busy working and worrying about money that they forget to relax, and that stress can spread to the whole family.
The thing is, most adults weren’t taught how money works when they were kids. They had to figure it out as they got older, often by making mistakes. Learning how to save and invest early is like discovering a superpower—one that will make your life a lot easier when you’re older.
Imagine this: you’re saving up for a game console. You put aside $10 a week. In a few months, you’ve got enough to buy it. Now, what if you also put $5 a week into a savings account or investment app, letting your money grow slowly in the background? By the time you’re ready for your next big purchase, that money will already be working for you, giving you a head start.
When you know how to use money wisely, you’re not just saving for stuff—you’re building freedom. Freedom to make choices, freedom to help others, and freedom to enjoy life without always worrying about what’s in your wallet.
Wealth isn’t just about having a lot of money in your bank account. It’s about creating a life that feels safe, happy, and full of possibilities. Think of wealth like a tree with many strong branches.
One branch is time—having enough of it to spend with your friends, family, or on hobbies you love. Another branch is health—having energy, feeling strong, and being able to do fun things without feeling worn out all the time. Another branch is relationships—having people around you who care about you, cheer you on, and help you when you need it. Money is just one part of this tree.
Having money can’t magically make you happy, but it can make life easier. It can help you pay for school trips, fix your bike if it breaks, or save for something really special. More importantly, it gives you choices. Instead of feeling stuck, you get to decide what matters most to you.
Picture two paths. On one path, someone never saves or plans ahead. They’re always worried, and even small problems feel like a big deal. On the other path, someone has learned to save and invest. They feel calmer because they know they have a plan. Which path would you rather be on?
When you start learning about money now, you’re choosing the second path—the one with fewer worries, more confidence, and more room to enjoy life.
Getting rich doesn’t have to be complicated. You don’t need to know everything about the stock market or spend hours reading about money. The smartest kids and adults focus on a few simple habits that make a huge difference over time. Think of it like leveling up in a video game. If you know which missions give you the most XP, you can skip the boring side quests and still become a pro player. Money works the same way.
The first “mission” is learning to save. It might be setting aside a few dollars from your allowance or birthday money, or putting some of your chore earnings into a piggy bank or a savings account. This isn’t about saying “no” to all fun things; it’s about making sure part of your money is safe and waiting for you when you need it.
The second “mission” is letting your money grow. Imagine planting seeds in a garden. If you water and take care of them, they grow into big, healthy plants. Money can do that too, through something called investing. Even small amounts can grow over time if you start early and stay consistent.
The third “mission” is ignoring distractions. You’ll see TikToks and YouTube videos promising “get rich quick” tricks. Most of them don’t work. Instead, smart kids learn to focus on simple steps that actually pay off. Think of it like training for a sport—you don’t get better by copying random moves you see online, you get better by practicing the basics every day.
These moves aren’t magic, but they are powerful. If you start building these habits now, you’ll have a head start on almost everyone your age. By the time your friends are trying to figure out money in college or their first jobs, you’ll already have a plan that’s working for you in the background.
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Chapter 1 Wrap-Up: Key Takeaways
Being rich isn’t about buying more stuff
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