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PREFACE

All anglers strive to become more proficient at their sport. That is easily achieved by some through careful study of outdoor magazines and fishing books, and then, through practice and on-the-water experience. For many, that can take quite a while.

Few anglers can afford to spend huge amounts of time at their hobby. Those that can devote a couple of hundred days each year to their bass fishing interests are usually professional fishermen. Guides, touring tournament anglers, TV fishing show personalities and an occasional outdoor writer have opportunities to devote extended amounts of time to the sport of bass fishing.

The vast majority of anglers must be satisfied with two or three trips per month perhaps. They can, however, learn from the professionals—those anglers making a living on the water. Pros don’t last long in the business unless they can learn from their vast experiences and apply that knowledge to catching more fish the next time out.

They are usually adept at analyzing a body of water and planning a productive day on it. They know how changes in pH and water temperature, color and fluctuation affect bass fishing, and they know how to adapt to weather variations. Most of the more successful pros are structure fishermen who have intimate knowledge of topographical influences to the location of bass. They can find and catch the fish.

“BASS PRO STRATEGIES” reveals the methods that the country’s most successful tournament anglers have employed to catch bass almost every time out. The reader’s productivity should improve after spending a few hours with this compilation of techniques!
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR

A writer about bass fishing for more than 16 years, Larry Larsen has studied all aspects of the fish, and the ways to catch them. The author’s articles and photography frequently appears in Outdoor Life, Sports Afield, Fishing Facts, and Field & Stream. More than 700 of Larsen’s magazine articles on bass fishing have been published in 50 different publications, including Bassin’, Bassmaster, Bass Illustrated, U.S. Bass, Petersen’s Fishing, and other major outdoor magazines. He has been honored with several regional and national awards over the years for both outdoor writing and photography.
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Larry Larsen and one of his fishing adventures

Larry Larsen has literally traveled the world to fish for bass. He has fished lakes near the Canadian border; in Honduras’ Lake Yojoa; Cuba’s Treasure Lake; and the plantation lakes in the Hawaiian Islands. Larsen’s fishing adventures have taken him to nearly every State, where he has often fished with other professional anglers.

Bass anglers of any skill level that apply the information contained within these covers will greatly benefit. The book details productive tricks and tactics that any angler, novice or professional, can apply to catch more bass. Numerous photographs and figures help detail productive methods.

His first two books “Follow The Forage For Better Bass Angling” and “Shallow Water Bass,” were acclaimed by outdoor scribes throughout the country and continue to be a big success with bass anglers everywhere. He is a member of the Outdoor Writers Association of America (OWAA), the Southeastern Outdoor Press Association (SEOPA), and the Florida Outdoor Writers Association (FOWA) and is a graduate of Wichita State University and Colorado State University.

WHAT OTHERS HAVE SAID ABOUT LARSEN AND HIS BOOKS

“The author stands head and shoulders above other writers.”

—Jerry Hill, Bradenton Herald

“Larsen writes more on bass fishing than any other writer.”

—Charley Dickey, Tallahassee Democrat

“Better Bass Angling” . . .

“. . . is one of the most informative books on bass fishing that I’ve read in the 80’s.”

—Charles Salter, Atlanta Journal

“. . . is one of the most complete books available on the subject.”

—Outdoor Life

“. . . a splash with the growing fraternity of bass anglers.”

—Colin Moore, Pensacola News Journal

“. . . is the best how-to book to come off the press in years.”

—Johnny Pate, DeFuniak Springs Herald

“. . . fills the void of books on bass behavior.”

—David Dunaway, Gainesville Sun

“. . . is a studious, meticulous approach to help you increase your success.”

—Michael Levy, Buffalo News

“. . . gets to the meat of the matter.”

—Ben Callaway, Philadelphia Inquirer

“. . . is a technical study of bass forage as the key to catching more largemouths.”

—Frank Sargeant, Tampa Tribune

“. . . is 358 pages of bass lore gleaned from the nation’s top scientists, recognized bass experts and lifetime of study on the part of Larsen.”

—Jerry Hill, Bradenton Herald

“. . . will increase your knowledge, whether you are a serious tournament angler or a fun fisherman.”

—Del Milligan, Lakeland Ledger

“. . . explores the forage-bass relationship in full.”

—Russell Tinsley, Austin Statesman

“. . . is loaded with information Larsen has accumulated in years of fishing for the wily bass.”

—Henry Reynolds,
    Memphis Commercial Appeal

“. . . is a valuable book which I guarantee will help you understand what’s going on down there where your lure is.”

—Jim Spencer, Pine Bluff Commercial

“Shallow Water Bass”

“. . . is the first book ever published that identifies particular methods that can be systematically applied to locate bass in shallow water.”

—Bassin’ Magazine

“. . . is especially relevant for fishermen who do most of their angling in water less than 10 feet deep.”

—Frank Sargeant, Tampa Tribune

“. . . presents concepts which the bass angler should be able to apply to his home waters.”

—Byron Stout, Ft. Myers News Press

“. . . helps the fisherman to develop a systematic approach to consistently locate bass.”

—Bill Sargent, Florida Today

“. . . offers a lot for the novice, as well as for the tournament angler.”

—Richard Bowles, Gainesville Sun

“. . . offers tips and guides to increase both your strikes and actual landings of bass.”

—Jerry Hill, Bradenton Herald


INTRODUCTION

PROFESSIONAL BASS FISHING STRATEGIES

CATCHING LARGEMOUTH BASS consistently requires lots of knowledge, hard work and, at times, maybe even a little luck. Few anglers are as productive day after day as are the professional fishermen that spend over 200 days on the water annually. Their experiences are vast, and each relies upon in-depth knowledge gained over many such years.

The professional bass angler who travels the country fishing various bodies of water learns to develop a sense about what technique will be effective under the conditions found on each lake or river. That strategy development is the key to their success and longevity as pros. Without that ability, they won’t last long. They won’t attract industry sponsors for their tournament activities and they won’t become heros to the weekend anglers that dream of someday going “pro on the tournament trail.”

It’s the better ones that this book focuses on. Top professional anglers achieve such status because they are productive when it counts. Their strategies on how largemouth are found and then caught are the keys to their development in a field that’s loaded with competition. This book is a study of some of their secrets to success.

Through the experiences of several of these top professionals, as well as my own, I have tried to cover the essentials in developing a sound strategy to, first, plan the productive fishing trip, and then to carry out the objective. Part I of “BASS PRO STRATEGIES” discusses the planning and analysis necessary to know what should be done ahead of time.

The Focus

Interpretation and use of topo maps are the beginning to the study. Then the pro advice turns to water elimination. Bass are concentrated in only a small portion of the water available and knowing how to quickly eliminate the vast, potentially unproductive areas is one of the keys to catching more fish.

An analysis of shallow water systems and deep water systems is the next step to finding more bass. Being adept at marking the concentrations of bass found, while not revealing it to others is paramount to success in areas of extreme fishing pressure. Use of buoys, natural markers and “hidden” markers is delineated.

Then into the boat we must go for some important lessons on boat control and positioning for maximum catches from the bow casting platform. The backseat angler also gets excellent advice from the pros on catching bass when relegated to the rear casting pedestal. Knowing who, or rather what, to compete with is the key to doing well there.

Part II discusses how the pros adapt to conditions at the lake or river that they are fishing. What they find in the way of water quality, weather and topography dictates how they will approach the task of catching bass. These location factors and their meanings are the puzzle that each angler must solve every time out.

Monitoring pH and water level changes are vital to many professionals’ successes; so is utilizing visibility limitations affected by water color



The Pros
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