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PREFACE






Why do I call this
book a devotional commentary? While it is a commentary on the book
of Ezekiel, its main objective is not to be scholarly or
intellectual. It has as its purpose to help the reader see the
practical application of the book to his or her own personal walk
with God. I have tried my best to write this commentary on a level
any reader can understand. This book is not meant to replace the
Bible. Use this commentary in your quiet time with the Lord. Read
the Biblical passage along with the commentary. Take a moment to
consider the questions at the end of each chapter. Conclude your
time by praying about the things you have learned. I have also
included some suggested prayer requests at the end of each chapter.
Take a moment to pray over these requests.

Though written
many hundreds of years ago, Ezekiel's prophecy is a modern
commentary on our own society. It is my prayer that his voice will
be heard again through this book. May God bless you as you take the
time to hear what God has to teach you through his prophet
Ezekiel.

F. Wayne Mac
Leod




INTRODUCTION TO
EZEKIEL






Author:

Ezekiel 1:3
identifies the author of this book. He was Ezekiel the priest, the
son of Buzi. There is no further reference in the Scriptures to
Buzi, the father of Ezekiel so we know nothing more about his
family background and upbringing. His call to ministry is recorded
in Ezekiel 3. God sent him to his own people and warned him that
they would not listen to his words (Ezekiel 3:7-8). He lived in
Babylon with fellow captive where he had a house (Ezekiel 8:1). His
wife (“the delight of his eyes”) died during his ministry in
Babylon (Ezekiel 8:15-18). The death of his wife was very symbolic
and was something God would use to show His people what would
happen to them if they did not repent.

Ezekiel was a man
of influence in the nation. We have various references to the
elders of the nation coming to him for advice or to hear the word
of the Lord (Ezekiel 8:1; 14:1; 20:1). He would serve as prophet
for over twenty years.

Background

The people of God
where taken into captivity in stages. Assyria and Babylon both led
campaigns against the nation of Israel and would bring back
captives with them on their return to their homeland. It appears
that Ezekiel was taken captive in one of the earlier exiles to
Babylon where he found a home and settled. There would be further
attacks against Israel and more captives would be taken and forced
to settle in Babylon.

The Lord did not
leave His people in exile without a prophet. God raised up Ezekiel
to speak on His behalf to His people in this time of crisis. He
warned them of further judgment, explained to them the reason for
their punishment but also encouraged them with the hope of a future
work of God on their behalf. His prophecies are very visual and
symbolic and speak not only of the immediate future of God’s people
but also of the end times. A comparison of Ezekiel 38 and
Revelation 20:8 as well as Ezekiel 47:1-8 and Revelation 22:1-2
show remarkable similarities in prophecies.

Ezekiel ends his
book with a great prophecy of a coming work of God reaching out to
the entire world and drawing in the Gentile nations. As we have
mentioned, this vision is remarkably similar to the vision God gave
John in Revelation 22.

Importance of
the Book for Today:

Ezekiel speaks in
exile. There in exile the presence of God was powerfully present.
The enemy could remove the people of God from their land but they
could not remove their God from them. God meets His people in their
crisis. Though He punishes them for their rebellion He does not
forsake them. This same God will meet us in our moment of trial as
well.

Ezekiel was no
stranger to pain and suffering. He lost his home and land. His knew
the pain of losing a wife who had been the “desire of his eyes.”
The call of God on his life was not always easy. He was not always
understood nor was his message always appreciated. Sometimes he had
to speak harsh words to the people of God and their leaders. He
predicted further judgment and loss for his people. God held him
accountable to warn his people of their sin. He spoke the word of
God without compromise. How easy it is for us to soften the message
God puts on our heart so it will be more acceptable to those who
hear it.

This is a story of
a man of God who lost his home, his land and his wife. He lived as
a prisoner in a country that was not his own. While no stranger to
pain and suffering, this man stood up, listened to the call of God
and overcame these obstacles to speak God’s words of warning and
encouragement to a nation suffering just as he was. He speaks as a
fellow sufferer who shared in their pain but also as one who had
experienced a wonderful anointing and calling of God to minister to
his fellow believers in need. Here was a man who did not give in to
pain but demonstrated the power of God over circumstances. Through
pain and suffering he became a powerful servant leader for the
entire nation.




Chapter 1 - A
VISION OF GOD






Read Ezekiel 1

The last place we
expect to meet God is in the midst of our trials. It seems that at
these moments the Lord is distant. We wonder if He really is in
control of our situation. The prophet Ezekiel began His ministry
while the people of God were in their most difficult trial. They
were in exile. It was here, however, that Ezekiel met the Lord
God.

It all began at
the River Kebar in Babylon. Here, by this river, the Spirit of the
Lord came to Ezekiel the priest. He saw a vision. In his vision, a
windstorm approached out of the north. To all appearances, this
storm was quite violent. A great cloud appeared. This cloud was
engulfed in raging fire. There was radiance in the cloud. The whole
scene was surrounded by brilliant light coming from the cloud and
fire. In the midst of that fire, Ezekiel saw four living
creatures.

These creatures
were strange in appearance. They had the general form of a man.
Each of them, however, had four faces. Their four faces resembled a
man, an ox, a lion, and an eagle (verse 10). They represented the
greatest of God’s creation. Man was the king of creation and was
known for his intelligence. The ox was the king of the domesticated
animals and was known for his hard work and strength. The lion was
the king of the wild animals and was also known for his strength
and speed. Finally, the eagle was the king of the birds, and it too
was known for its speed and strength. Each of these four creatures
had straight legs with feet like those of a calf. They sparkled
with the color of bronze.

Each creature had
four wings. Two of the wings covered its body, and two wings spread
upward, touching the wings of the creatures next to it (verse 11).
In order for this to happen, the creatures would have had to form
either a box or a circle. The image here of the creatures touching
each other’s wings reminds us of the cherubim on the ark of the
covenant whose wings touched above the cover of the ark. It was
from between the wings of these cherubim that God gave His commands
to His people (Exodus 25:22).

In Ezekiel’s
prophecy, fire moved among these creatures. Lightning flashed in
their midst. They were awesome and powerful creatures. It is
important that we note that while this fire moved and flashed among
these four creatures, it did not come from them. While they dwelt
in the midst of this glory, the fire appears to have come from
another source.

The scene before
us reminds us of the vision of John in the book of Revelation. In
Revelation 4, John saw four creatures around the throne of God that
were very similar to these creatures seen here in Ezekiel. The
creatures in Revelation 4, however, had only one face.

As Ezekiel
contemplated the scene before him, he noticed a wheel beside each
of the creatures. The Bible tells us that Ezekiel was awe-struck by
these wheels. There were four wheels in all. Each wheel "appeared
to be made like a wheel intersecting a wheel" (verse 16). They were
made so they could roll in any direction (north, south, east, or
west). The rims of the wheels were full of eyes (verse 18). The
creatures of Revelation 4:6 were also filled with eyes. These
wheels took the living creatures wherever they went (verses 19-21).
Some commentators see here some sort of chariot. Ezekiel 1:21 tells
us that the “spirit of the living creatures was in the wheels.”
Because each of the living creatures had four faces, they always
moved straight ahead. Wherever the wheels went, the four living
creatures were always prepared to follow. The sense here is that
these four creatures were completely surrendered to the will of the
wheels. They were not their own. God’s will was their will.

Spread out above
the living creatures was an expanse, as clear as sparkling ice or
crystal (verse 22). A voice came from that expanse (verse 25). When
Ezekiel looked up toward the source of the voice, he saw a great
throne (verse 26). Above the throne was the form of a man. This man
glowed like fire. Bright light surrounded Him (verse 27). Here was
the source of the fire and lightning. His appearance was like the
glory of the Lord (verse 28). John’s vision in Revelation 1:13-16
is very similar:

…and among the
lampstands was someone like a son of man, dressed in a robe
reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his chest.
His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and his
eyes were like blazing fire. his feet were like bronze glowing in a
furnace, and his voice was like the sound of rushing waters. In his
right hand he held seven stars, and out of his mouth came a sharp
double-edged sword. His face was like the sun shining in all its
brilliance (Rev 1:13-16).

While there is no
question that Ezekiel was overwhelmed at the sight of the four
living creatures, what he saw above the throne that day was far
greater. Like the apostle John, Ezekiel fell to his face before the
presence of this being. He was seeing God in His glory.

Another important
feature of this vision was the rainbow Ezekiel saw (verse 28). The
apostle John also saw a rainbow around the throne of God in heaven.
The rainbow in the Old Testament reminds us of the covenant God
made with Noah. Though He could have destroyed the earth by the
flood, God chose to exercise grace and compassion. This rainbow
represents the patience of a gracious and loving God. It is
contrasted with the fire and lightning that came from the person on
the throne. While He is a holy and awesome God, He is also a God
who delights in showing mercy and compassion.

What does all this
mean? Some commentators go to great lengths to discover the hidden
meaning behind every aspect of this vision. This often leads to
speculation. What we see before us is the presence of the God of
Israel revealed to Ezekiel. Angelic servants surrounded this
awesome God. He was sovereign and almighty, yet gracious and
loving. This was Ezekiel's God. This was the God he met in
exile.

Ezekiel had caught
a glimpse of the one and only true God of Israel. He saw the glory
of God in the midst of his exile. His vision reminded him that God
was still on the throne of the universe. The all-powerful and
all-knowing God still reigned. There was reason to rejoice even in
exile.

God has not
changed. What is your trial today? God is bigger than your trial.
This sovereign God is working out His purposes for your life. He
has not abandoned you. You can trust Him fully. In Ezekiel's most
difficult trial, he needed to see afresh that his God was a holy,
all-powerful, and sovereign God. He needed to know that God had not
abandoned His people. Maybe you too need to lift up your eyes and
catch a glimpse of the great and awesome God we serve. To see Him
as He is will certainly change how we see our trials.






For
Consideration:


	
How would your
attitude towards your present trials change if you could see, like
Ezekiel, a holy and all-powerful God seated on His throne? Is God
still on His throne today? How should this affect how you see your
trial?



	
What does this
chapter reveal to you about God?



	
Why is it so easy
to lose sight of God in our pain? What causes us to lose sight of
Him?





For Prayer:


	
Ask God to forgive
you for the times you have forgotten that He is a holy and
sovereign God.



	
Ask God to enable
you to place your confidence in Him in your trial today.



	
Thank God that no
matter what happens He is still in control.








Chapter 2 -
EZEKIEL'S CALL






Read Ezekiel
2:1-3:15

There are times in
ministry when God's servants become discouraged. We sometimes
wonder if anyone listens to what we say. We fail to see lives being
touched as a result of our dedicated service. It is not easy to
persevere in this situation. God knew that Ezekiel was no different
from any other servant. He let the prophet know that his calling
would be difficult. His success in that calling would not be
measured by how many people listened to his message but, rather, by
whether Ezekiel had been faithful in proclaiming His word.

In the last
chapter, we examined Ezekiel’s vision of God. The God of Israel was
so awesome that the prophet fell on his face before Him. As he lay
there, a voice called out to him: “Stand on your feet and I will
speak to you” (verse 1). Notice in verse 2 that it was not until
the Spirit of God entered Ezekiel that he was able to rise to his
feet. The impression we get here is that he was physically
incapable of standing up without the strength the Spirit gave to
him. Even as a prophet in Old Testament times, this man had a very
definite understanding of God and the work of His Spirit in his
life.

When Ezekiel was
set on his feet, the Lord spoke to him. He told him that He was
sending him to prophesy to a very rebellious people. They had
sinned against the Lord for generations (verse 3). They were
stubborn and disrespectful children (verse 4). God told Ezekiel in
verse 5 that it was not important that he see results in his
ministry. He was to proclaim the Word of God whether people
listened or not. How often we get caught up in results. We measure
the success or failure of a given ministry by its size and visible
results. God told Ezekiel that he was not going to see these
results. This was not God’s purpose for Ezekiel. It is relatively
easy to be faithful when things are going well and we are seeing
all kinds of results in ministry. Ezekiel would have to be faithful
even when people refused to listen. That was much harder.

God warned Ezekiel
that when he walked among the people to whom He was sending him, it
would be like walking among scorpions and thorns (verse 6). As he
walked among them, they would sting him like scorpions. As he moved
to avoid a scorpion, he would run into thorns. These people would
not appreciate him. They would make his life miserable. They were
rebellious (verse 6) and hardhearted (3:7) and they would not
listen to his words (3:7). God warned the prophet that they would
verbally attack him (verse 6). Ezekiel was not to be afraid of them
or their words. Though they would not appreciate his presence among
them, he was not to be dismayed (verse 6). The God who called him
would also protect him.

We may wonder if
it was worth going to this type of people. God made it clear to
Ezekiel that this was indeed His will (verse 3). He was to tell
them everything the Lord had given him (verses 4, 7). Whether the
people listened or not, he was to be a faithful transmitter of the
Word of God. Though they attacked him, Ezekiel was to persevere.
Nothing was to stop him from proclaiming the Word of the Lord. We
have to admire a man who would move out in obedience to the call of
God under these conditions. God did not promise large followings.
He did not promise success in the way the world sees it. Would you
be willing to obey under these conditions?

As Ezekiel
considered the nature of his ministry in his vision, the Lord gave
him a scroll (verse 10). Ezekiel noticed that it was filled with
words of lament, mourning, and woe. The Lord told Ezekiel that he
was to take this scroll and eat it. The apostle John was also asked
to take a scroll and eat it (see Revelation 10:9-10). The idea here
is that he was to digest the words in the scroll. He was to fill
himself with its message and make it part of his very being. As
Ezekiel ate the scroll, he discovered that it was both bitter and
sweet. This may represent both the curses and the blessing of the
Word of God. The picture before us is a challenge for all ministers
of the gospel. The Word of God is to be our constant food. We are
to daily digest it until it becomes part of our very being. How can
we preach to others when what we preach has not become part of
us?

In Ezekiel 3:4,
the Lord reminded the prophet that He was sending him to the house
of Israel. He was not called to be a missionary like the prophet
Jonah. Ezekiel’s ministry would be among his own people. Verse 5
tells us that he was not being sent to a people who spoke in an
unfamiliar tongue or language that was hard to learn. His ministry
would have been much easier had he been called to foreign missions.
These people would have listened to him. His own people, however,
were hardened to the Word of God. They would have nothing to do
with his message. Very often those who have never heard the gospel
are more willing to receive it than those who have heard it for
years.

Though the people
Ezekiel was being called to were hard, God promised to make Ezekiel
even harder:

“But I will
make you as unyielding and hardened as they are. I will make your
forehead like the hardest stone, harder than flint. Do not be
afraid of them or terrified by them, though they are a rebellious
house” (verses 8-9).

God would give him
the strength necessary for this difficult task. What is God calling
you to do? You can be sure that no matter how difficult that task
may be, He who calls you will strengthen you for the task, if you
let Him.

Notice in verse 10
that Ezekiel was to receive the Word of God in his heart. Having
done so, he would then be able to preach with passion. His
preaching would come from his heart and not just his mind. The most
powerful sermons I have ever heard have come from the heart of
God’s servants. This is what God expected of Ezekiel. As a prophet,
he was to have a prophet’s heart—a heart that was broken by those
things that broke the heart of God. All too often, we preach
intellectual sermons. God is not looking for people who have
knowledge of the truth so much as people who are truly touched by
that truth in the very core of their being. He calls us to preach
and share from hearts that are in touch with Him and share His
passion and burden.

After these
things, the Spirit of God moved Ezekiel to the river where he had
received his calling (see chapter 1). Notice in verse 14 that he
went in “bitterness” and “in the heat of his spirit” (NKJV). What
was causing this bitterness? Was it the ministry that God was
calling him to? It was, indeed, a very difficult ministry. Was he
bitter toward God for giving him such a hard ministry? While this
is possible, there is another possibility we need to consider.
Could it be that the bitterness was caused by the work of the
Spirit of God in his life? God’s Spirit had fallen upon Ezekiel. He
saw things in a different light now that he had this vital
encounter with God. His heart was now in tune with the heart of
God. The things that grieved the heart of God now grieved him. Part
of the equipping of Ezekiel was that God needed to give him eyes
that saw what God saw. He needed to have a heart that felt what God
felt. The role of the Spirit of God here was to cause him to see
the world as God saw it. This was in reality the prophetic gift.
His heart was heavy because of the sin of God’s people. Only when
he had experienced this burden could he truly preach as God
expected him to preach. Only when his heart was broken could he
preach with the passion God required from him. The role of prophet
was a difficult one. It was far more than speaking words. It was
sharing the heart of God. Do you have the heart of God? Is your
heart burdened with the things that burden God’s heart? This was
all part of the preparation of Ezekiel for the prophetic ministry
God had in store for him.

The Spirit of God
led Ezekiel to Tel Abib. This would be the starting point of his
ministry. Verse 15 tells us that for seven days Ezekiel remained in
the city and felt overwhelmed. What he had experienced in his
calling was so powerful that for a whole week he could do nothing
but marvel at what he had seen and heard. You can be sure that he
thought a lot about what had taken place the last few days. His
experience of God was not one he would soon forget. It would change
his life and powerfully impact his ministry. This is where all
ministries should start—with a deep and powerful encounter with
God. It was this personal knowledge of God and God’s will for his
life that would take him through the times of rejection and
persecution he was going to face.

What does all this
have to do with us today? You may not always understand the ways of
the Lord. You do not need to understand—just be obedient. It is
true that the path is not always easy. We will be called upon to
endure many hardships. Even our Lord was rejected. We cannot expect
to be treated any better. Be assured, however, that God's strength
is equal to the task. When the situation gets hard, God will make
you harder. He will never give you a task to do without giving you
the strength necessary to accomplish that task. He will never cause
you to face a trial that he has not equipped you to face. He will
never cause you to be tempted beyond your ability to resist. The
sovereign God of chapter 1 would stand beside Ezekiel in his
ministry. Ezekiel would know His strength and enabling. That same
God stands by you and me today. In his strength, we are more than
overcomers.






For
Consideration:


	
Why is it so
tempting to get caught up in the idea that success equals large
followings? How does what Ezekiel learned here teach us that this
is wrong?



	
What is success in
ministry according to what we learn in this section?



	
What promises does
God give to those who are willing to step out in obedience?



	
What are the
qualifications required here for a servant of God who ministers in
His name?





For Prayer:


	
Ask God to give
you the boldness of Ezekiel to step out unhindered by what others
may say or think.



	
Ask God to give
you His mind so that you can see people as He sees them.



	
One of the key
requirements of being a servant is to personally have an encounter
with God. Ask God to reveal Himself in a deeper way to you
today.








Chapter 3 - THE
WATCHMAN






Read Ezekiel
3:16-27

Did you ever have
a job as a watchman or a guard? We should not underestimate the
importance of this job. In the days of Ezekiel, these individuals
held the lives of the nation in their hands. The success or failure
of an army often depended on the alertness of their watchmen.
Ezekiel was to be a watchman for the people of God. As a watchman,
he had the responsibility of warning the people of coming danger.
This was not a task to be taken lightly. The life of his people
depended on him. He needed to be alert.

As a watchman,
Ezekiel had responsibility toward two groups of people: the wicked
and the righteous. In verse 18 we see that Ezekiel was to warn the
wicked of coming judgment. If God told him that the wicked would
die and he did not warn them of their approaching judgment, God
would require their blood “at his hands” (NKJV). He would be held
responsible for their death. If he warned them and they refused to
listen, they would die but Ezekiel would be free of their blood. As
a watchman, Ezekiel's task was not to convince people—it was to
warn them. The measure of his success was not counted in responses
to his message but, rather, in his obedience to proclaim the truth
and warn the people. In an age that measures success in numbers, we
need to hear what God is saying here.

The righteous also
needed to be warned (see verses 20-21). Even the people of God are
tempted to turn their eyes away for Him. David committed adultery.
Peter denied knowing the Lord. As a prophet of God, Ezekiel was to
exhort and warn his own brothers and sisters when they fell away.
If he refused to warn a brother when the Lord told him to do so,
Ezekiel would be held accountable.

Verse 20 tells us
that God places a “stumbling block” in front of the righteous who
sin. Our sin will sometimes lead to a withdrawal of God’s blessing.
Paul speaks of believers becoming sick and even dying because of
their persistence in sin (see 1 Corinthians 11:30). We have a
definite responsibility toward our brothers and sisters in the
Lord. We are called to warn those who wander from the path of
righteousness. We dare not stand on the sidelines watching our
brother fall into sin without calling out to him and warning him of
the dangers that lie ahead. While he may not listen to us, we owe
it to him to warn him of the danger of persisting in his ways. God
expected Ezekiel to watch for signs of the enemy’s presence. He was
to warn his own brothers and sisters of the presence of the
enemy.

All of this meant
that the prophet needed to be very much in tune with the Lord. He
had to be listening to what the Lord was telling him. His
relationship with the God had to be intimate. Like a watchman, he
needed to be spiritually alert to God's Word and the situation
around him. His ears needed to be constantly listening for the Word
of the Lord. He needed to be ready at the slightest indication to
warn those who needed to be warned.

In verses 22-23
the Lord called Ezekiel to go to a plain where He spoke, to him.
Here Ezekiel came face to face with the glory of the God he had
seen at the River Kebar. Once again the prophet was overwhelmed by
what he saw. He fell on his face before the Lord. Again, it is only
when the Spirit of God came on him that he was able to get back on
his feet (see verse 24). For the previous few weeks, Ezekiel had
been on a spiritual high. He had seen visions of God that had
literally thrown him to the ground in awe. He had been commissioned
and empowered for a very particular ministry on God’s behalf. These
were days he would not soon forget.

God reminded
Ezekiel here that the people to whom he would prophesy would not
appreciate him. They would tie him down with ropes so that he could
not circulate among them preaching the Word of God (verses 24-25).
God would make his tongue stick to the roof of his mouth so that he
would not be able to speak to these people. Why did God do this? He
did it because these people were a rebellious people. They were not
ready to listen to the Word of God. They would die in their sin for
their rebellion. They would not be given another chance to repent.
God alone knows when you have heard the last call. There would come
a time when God would no longer speak to these people. He would
withdraw from them, and they would perish in their sin. How
dangerous it is to keep putting God off in our lives.

We see from verse
26 that sometimes God would make Ezekiel’s tongue stick to the roof
of his mouth. In verse 27 we discover that there would be other
times when the Lord would expect him to speak out. Not only was
Ezekiel to be sensitive to what the Lord wanted him to communicate,
he also needed to know when the Lord wanted him to speak and when
he needed to be silent. This required being very much in tune with
the Lord God and His will. Is your relationship with the Lord such
that he could lead you to certain individuals with a specific word
of warning or encouragement? Would you be able to discern his
leading when He told you not to speak? It is physically impossible
for us to reach everyone. This passage does not call us to leave
our jobs and responsibilities to go out with the gospel to every
person we meet. It does challenge us, however, to be so in tune
with the Lord God and His leading in our lives that whenever He has
a word of exhortation, warning, or encouragement for a brother or
sister, we will hear His voice and respond in obedience by speaking
to them.

Ezekiel's call
could not be taken lightly. People's lives depended on Ezekiel’s
warnings. He needed to be spiritually alert. We need men and women
like this today. What a challenge these verses are to us. Do you
have on your hands the blood of men and women you should have
warned? I am not saying that you need to give up everything and
speak to every person you meet. I am saying, however, that we all
need to learn to listen to the Lord and follow His leading. God
will not hold you responsible for those to whom He has not called
you to go. He will hold you accountable for those to whom He has
personally called you to minister. Are you willing to follow God’s
leading at any moment? Are you a watchman? May you be a faithful
watchman.






For
Consideration:


	
What does it mean
to be a watchman?



	
Has God been
leading you to warn or encourage someone today?



	
Have you ever
experienced the clear leading of God to speak to a certain
individual? Explain.





For Prayer:


	
Ask God to make
you sensitive to His leading in your life.



	
Ask God to forgive
you for the times you have failed to speak to those to whom He
called you to speak.



	
As a servant of
God, ask Him for boldness to be obedient to His prompting.








Chapter 4 - BAKED
BREAD AND COW DUNG


Read Ezekiel 4

Like many other
prophets, Ezekiel was encouraged to use visual object lessons.
These object lessons presented the Word of God to the people in a
way they could understand. In this passage Ezekiel was to act out,
in a dramatic way, the message God had for His people.

First, God asked
the prophet to draw a picture of the city of Jerusalem on a clay
tablet. This would serve as a prop for the message the prophet was
to communicate to his people. Ezekiel was then to make a small ramp
and battering ram and set them up around the city drawn on the
tablet. All around this city was to be a visual representation of
the enemy camp.

Having set up
these props, he was then to take an iron pan and place it between
him and the city, like a wall. Having done so, he was then to turn
his face away from the city. What is the meaning of this scene?
Very clearly, the city drawn on the tablet represented the city of
Jerusalem which would be besieged by the enemy. The iron pan seems
to represent the sins of the people, which had put a barrier
between them and their God so that He had to turn His face from
them in their time of need. The scene before us was simple enough
for a child to understand.

With the visual
representation of the city under siege before him, the prophet was
then to lie on his side and symbolically bear the sins of the
people. Each day he lay on his side represented a year that the
nation had turned her back on the Lord God. Three hundred and
ninety days were assigned to Ezekiel for the land of Israel. Forty
days were assigned to the nation of Judah. Ezekiel 4:8 tells us
that the Lord would tie the prophet with cords so that he could not
move during this time. It is unclear how this would take place.

We have to admire
Ezekiel. It is relatively easy to be faithful in big things. God
asked him here, however, to lay on his side for over a year. This
was to be his ministry. It was not a spectacular ministry. There
may have been times when he wondered if there wasn’t something
better for him. It is not easy to be laid up on a bed of sickness
or to have to wait patiently on the Lord for His timing in a
matter. God expected obedience from Ezekiel, no matter what the
cost. We like to be busy. God calls us to be obedient. We may not
understand God’s methods, but His ways are perfect. We have a
tendency to rush ahead and seek big and flashy ministries.
Sometimes God simply calls us to lie on our side and wait on
Him.

Three hundred and
ninety days were assigned to the land of Israel (verses 4-5). There
is much speculation about the
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