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The air on Elysius-9 tasted like rust and recycled regret. Every breath was accounted for, metered out by the Consortium’s wheezing atmospheric scrubbers. Water came in gel packets. Protein came in gray bricks. And children—the only true resource that couldn’t be fabricated in a synthesizer—came from the Convergence.

Lyra Vance stood in the volunteer line with her ration card clutched in a white-knuckled fist. She was twenty-six, an engineer with grease still wedged beneath her fingernails from repairing the south quadrant solar relays. Her body was lean from malnutrition but hardened by labor: narrow hips, small breasts, dark hair cropped short to conserve water. She had never thought of herself as particularly fecund or desirable. She thought of herself as functional. A cog. A pair of hands that could repair a condenser coil in vacuum seal.
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But the breeding lottery paid in oxygen credits. Enough to keep her younger sister on the supplemental lung boosters for another year.

“Volunteer Vance,” the med-tech droned, scanning her iris. “Genetic marker viable. Elevated fertility window confirmed. Chamber Seven. Partner assigned: Harvester Kael Thorne.”

Lyra’s stomach dropped. Harvesters were the colony’s apex predators—massive men and women who braved the toxic storms beyond the dome to extract ore and ice. They were broad, scarred, and notoriously feral. And Kael Thorne was their warlord.

She stepped through the airlock into Chamber Seven.

The Convergence chamber was a cathedral of sin and necessity. Bioluminescent vines crawled across the interior of the glass dome, pulsing in rhythm with the filtration systems. Beneath the sickly green glow, bodies moved in a writhing tapestry of skin and desperation. Moans echoed off the curved walls. A woman screamed in ecstasy three meters away, held down by two miners as a third filled her. The air smelled of ozone, sweat, and the thick, musky sweetness of estrus pheromones pumped through the vents to maximize conception.

It was clinical barbarism. Civilization’s last party before extinction.

Lyra wore the standard volunteer gown: a sheer film of synthetic silk that clung to her hardened nipples and did nothing to hide the dark thatch of hair between her legs. She felt naked. She felt like livestock. Shame licked hot and acidic up her throat as eyes tracked her across the chamber.

Then she saw him.
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Kael Thorne stood silhouetted against the crimson glow of the twin moons pressing against the glass. He was enormous. At least six-and-a-half feet of corded muscle and scar tissue, his chest bare and heaving, his trousers low on his hips. A brutal scar bisected his left eyebrow. His dark hair was tangled, his jaw sharp enough to cut glass. He looked like violence given flesh. Like the storms outside had decided to wear a man’s shape.

And he was staring at her with a hunger that made her knees weak.

“You’re small,” he said when she approached. His voice was gravel and thunder.

“I’m an engineer,” Lyra replied, hating the tremor in her words.

Kael circled her. She felt his gaze like physical weight, dragging over her shoulder blades, the curve of her spine, the trembling flatness of her stomach. He stopped behind her. His calloused hand—rough from years of hauling wreckage—brushed her hair aside, exposing the nape of her neck. Lyra flinched. Her skin prickled with gooseflesh.

“They told me you were a volunteer,” Kael murmured, his breath hot against her ear. His other hand settled on her hip, fingers digging in with possessive brutality. “Tell me you want this, little engineer. Tell me you want me to fill you until you’re dripping. Tell me you want to be bred.”

Lyra’s face burned. The shame was a living thing, coiling in her belly. But beneath it, frightening and traitorous, was a pulse of heat. The pheromones, surely. Just the pheromones.

“I volunteered,” she whispered. “I want this.”

“Louder.” His teeth grazed her earlobe. A shock of pain. A flood of wetness between her thighs. “Beg me for it.”

“Please,” Lyra gasped, hating herself, needing him. “Please, breed me. Make it hurt. I want—I need you to—”

Kael spun her around and crushed his mouth to hers.
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There was nothing gentle in the kiss. It was conquest. His tongue forced her lips apart, invading, tasting, claiming. Lyra whimpered into his mouth as his hands tore the synthetic gown from her body with a vicious rip. Cool air hit her bare skin. She was naked now, utterly exposed in the center of the orgiastic chaos. Nearby, a red-haired woman was being taken from behind while she moaned around another man’s cock, but Lyra’s world narrowed to Kael’s mouth, Kael’s hands, Kael’s brutal attention.

He broke the kiss and shoved her down onto the breeding altar—a padded platform at the center of the chamber, lit by harsh white spotlights meant for medical observation. Lyra’s back hit the cushion. Her legs fell open instinctively. She tried to clamp them shut from modesty, but Kael was already between her thighs, prying them apart with his massive shoulders.

“Look at you,” he growled, staring down at her exposed cunt. “Fucking soaked. You’re ashamed, aren’t you? Ashamed that you’re dripping for a monster like me while everyone watches.”

Lyra squeezed her eyes shut. Tears pricked at the corners. “Yes,” she sobbed.

“Good.”

Kael descended on her.

He didn’t ease into her. He didn’t tease. The first touch of his tongue was a lash. He dragged it through her folds with ravenous greed, swirling around her clit before sucking it into his mouth with enough force to make her spine arch. Lyra screamed. It was too much. The sensation was blinding, a bright line of pleasure so sharp it bordered on agony. She tried to squirm away, but he clamped his huge hands around her thighs, holding her spread and vulnerable while he feasted.

“Kael—oh God—I can’t—”

“You can,” he snarled against her wetness, his stubble burning her inner thighs. “You will. I want you stupid with it before I ruin you.”

He fucked her with his tongue, plunging it deep, then returned to her clit with relentless, flickering pressure. Lyra’s hands flew to his hair, tangling, pulling, unsure if she wanted to push him away or drag him closer. The shame was a hot coal in her chest. She could feel dozens of eyes on them. Could hear the wet sounds of Kael eating her cunt echoing in the dome. She was nothing but an animal now. A broodmare being prepared for seed.

And then the orgasm hit.
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It crashed through her without mercy, a brutal contraction that started in her womb and ripped outward. Lyra threw her head back and shrieked, her hips bucking against Kael’s unforgiving mouth. He didn’t let up. He lashed her oversensitive clit through the climax, prolonging it until she was sobbing, until her vision blurred at the edges, until she was sure she would black out from the sheer, humiliating intensity of it.

Before she could recover, Kael stood.

He unlaced his trousers and shoved them down. His cock sprang free, and Lyra’s breath stopped.

He was monstrous. Thick and veined, flushed a dark, angry red, the head swollen and slick with pre-cum. It was easily nine inches, heavy and intimidating, jutting from a tangle of dark hair. Lyra felt a spike of genuine fear. She
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