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Dear Readers,


Thank you so much for your encouragement and ongoing support for the Love in Bloom series. I love hearing from you, and I hope you enjoy catching up with your favorite characters.

If this is your first introduction to the Bradens and Remingtons, please note that this is a short story, not a full-length novel. Our New Love follows Savannah (Braden) and Jack Remington, the couple featured in Bursting with Love (The Bradens at Weston). The Bradens and Remingtons are part of the Love in Bloom big-family romance collection. Updates on characters from each family series appear in future Love in Bloom series, so you never miss an engagement, wedding, or birth. All of my books can be enjoyed as standalone novels or as part of the larger series, so dive right in and enjoy the ride.

For more information on my Love in Bloom series, please visit my website:

MelissaFoster.com

Sign up for my newsletter to be notified of new releases and events.

melissafoster.com/news

Be sure to check out my online bookstore for pre-orders, early releases, bundles, and exclusive discounts on ebooks, print, and audiobooks. Ebooks can be sent to the e-reader of your choice and audiobooks can be listened to on the free and easy-to-use BookFunnel app. Shop my store: shop.​melissa​foster.​com

Happy reading,

Melissa
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Chapter One


WEDDINGS ALWAYS DID Savannah Remington in, and the double wedding of her brothers-in-law Rush and Dex to their fiancées, Jayla Stone and Ellie Parker, completely drained her. Maybe her pregnancy hormones were making her even more emotional than usual. At eight and a half months pregnant, she felt like a big-bellied puddle of tears. At least the wedding had gone off without a hitch, despite the chilly October afternoon. Her brother Treat Braden, the owner of the Colorado resort where the celebration was taking place, had certainly outdone himself this time. The elegant white tent he’d had erected on the property overlooked the Colorado Mountains, where Savannah and her husband, Jack, were planning to spend the week at their secluded little cabin in the woods. They were leaving right after the wedding, although from the looks of it, the wedding might never officially end. Rush and Jayla were glued together on the dance floor beside Dex and Ellie, looking stunning in their tuxes and wedding gowns. They were surrounded by the rest of the Remington clan and their significant others, as well as too many Bradens to count. The families—extended and immediate—had grown as close as families could be over the last few years, and Savannah could not have been happier.

“Angel.” Jack’s arms slipped around her from behind, embracing their unborn child as he embraced his wife.

Savannah turned in his arms. His midnight-blue eyes held even more love than they had when they’d met, when they’d married, and even more than when they’d found out they were going to have a baby. He never failed to surprise her with an endless well of emotions, especially after he’d overcome so much. Jack had lost his first wife in a car accident two years before he’d met Savannah, and it was Savannah’s love that had helped heal him.

“Dance with me?” he asked, before pressing his lips to hers.

He always knew what she needed. As much as she’d helped him heal, from the first time they’d met, he’d been her rock. In good times and bad, he was so in tune to her needs and always willing to give more of himself, regardless of whether she was happy, sad, angry, or bored.

Savannah wiped her happy tears and sniffed back the emotions threatening to steal her voice. She nodded and took his outstretched hand.

“I’m sorry. I don’t mean to be so emotional,” she said as she wound her arms around his neck and ran her fingers through his thick dark hair. Jack was six four and built like a lumberjack, thickly muscled, solid, and stable. He’d earned that incredible physique when he was in the Special Forces, and as a survival guide his ruggedness was tested and revitalized on a weekly basis. Of course, with their baby due soon, Jack hadn’t left Savannah’s side in more than a week, and he’d already cleared his schedule for several more weeks so he could be with her even after the birth. Most women’s mothers would offer to help with a new baby, but Savannah had lost her mother to cancer when she was too young to remember her. With five brothers, Savannah had plenty of sisters-in-law who had offered to come stay with them when the baby was born, not to mention her best friend and coworker at her law firm, Aida Strong. But Jack insisted he wanted to be there every step of the way. She loved him even more for that.

Jack pressed another soft kiss to her lips. “Don’t be. Weddings always get to that giant heart of yours. It makes you even more beautiful.”

Savannah rested her head on his chest. These last two weeks with Jack had brought them even closer together, regardless of how emotional she’d been. She wondered if her emotions would level off after the baby was born. Another two weeks. She smiled with the thought, although her doctor had told her that it could be even longer with a first baby. She was just overjoyed about finally meeting the little person she and Jack had created.

Savannah spotted her aunt Catherine and Jack’s mother, Joanie, across the room, chatting with a handful of her cousins. The two women were shaking their heads but smiling, a look she’d seen often from the women who had raised such big clans.

Treat leaned in close to Jack. “How’s she holding up?” He was dancing with his wife, Max, and holding their youngest, Dylan, in one arm, as he asked Jack the question. His ever-watchful eyes skirted over Jack’s shoulder to his daughter, Adriana, named for their mother, who was smiling and chatting away while dancing with their father, Hal.

“I’m fine,” Savannah said, feeling more like herself again. After their mother had died, Treat had looked after Savannah and their other four siblings with eagle eyes, too. Now the dark eyes that all the Braden men shared came back to her with an assessing gaze.

“Vanny, are you sure you’re feeling okay other than the tears?” Treat asked, before pressing a kiss to Dylan’s chubby cheek.

“Yeah, actually, I feel great. You know how weddings affect me.”

“Then can I steal you for a minute?” Max asked. Max was a petite little thing. Savannah had several inches on her, and as Max pulled her from Jack’s grasp, he held her fingertips until Max tugged her away with a smile. “I’ll bring her back. I promise.”

They disappeared into the crowd and joined the other girls on the opposite side of the tent. Their families had really grown. A small family wedding meant Jack’s five siblings and their significant others, and not only Savannah’s immediate family, but their eighteen Braden cousins. And that was just on the Braden side. The Remingtons had invited their cousins from the East Coast, as well. It had been a tough decision for Rush and Jayla to exclude their friends from the Olympic ski team, and for Dex and Ellie to exclude their closest friends, all of whom had hoped to honor them. But they wanted the joint wedding to be small, and even with just family, there were close to a hundred people there.

“Savannah!” Siena, Savannah’s sister-in-law, was a gorgeous model who’d recently wed her fiancée, Cash Ryder. She pulled Savannah from Max and wrapped her in her arms. “It’s time to have some fun.”

Savannah noticed the glint of mischief in the other girls’ eyes. Her very pregnant sisters-in-law Jade and Lacy were huddled close to Riley, whispering and watching their handsome husbands, Savannah’s older brothers Rex and Dane, who were busy chatting with Savannah’s youngest brother, Hugh, Jack’s brother Sage, and his father, James. Riley’s eyes were locked on Josh, who was standing just a few feet away, watching her right back as he chatted with Jack’s brother Kurt and Kurt’s wife, Leanna. The love in the room was overwhelming.

Savannah glanced back at the dance floor, where Brianna held her toddler, Christian, while dancing with her daughter, Layla, and Kate, Sage’s fiancée. Jayla’s sisters Mia and Jennifer were chatting with Savannah’s cousins, but it was Jack who held her attention. He stood with his arms crossed and a serious look in his eyes as he talked with Savannah’s cousins Nate, Cole, and Ty. Four gorgeous men, and the best-looking of them all was all hers.

“Stop staring at your hunka hunka burning love and pay attention.” Siena turned her toward the girls, who were quickly flocking around them, along with Joanie and Catherine. “So, here’s the plan. Now that the cake has been cut and the afternoon is winding down, all of us girls are going to the spa. Well, not Ellie and Jayla, of course. They’re going to christen their wedding day.” Siena smiled at the brides, who both turned a pretty shade of pink.

“Thanks for that, Siena,” Jayla teased. “Because everyone needs to know exactly what we’re doing tonight.”

Joanie laid a gentle hand on Jayla’s shoulder. “Sweetheart, it’s your wedding day. Enjoy it.” She turned a sarcastic tone to Siena. “But you probably didn’t need to announce it, honey.”

“Oh, Mom.” Siena waved her off and turned back to Savannah. “So? Spa in an hour?”

“I would love to, but I can’t. Remember? Jack and I are going up to the cabin for the week. One last hurrah before the baby comes.”

“I cannot wait to meet that baby.” Catherine came to her side and patted her belly. “I loved being pregnant so much.”

“So do we,” Lacy and Jade said in unison.

“But I need the spa today.” Lacy pushed at her blond spiral




















Copyright (c) 2012, TypeSETit, LLC (typesetit@att.net), 
with Reserved Font Name &quot;Great Vibes&quot;

This Font Software is licensed under the SIL Open Font License, Version 1.1.
This license is copied below, and is also available with a FAQ at: http://scripts.sil.org/OFL

-----------------------------------------------------------
SIL OPEN FONT LICENSE Version 1.1 - 26 February 2007
-----------------------------------------------------------

PREAMBLE
The goals of the Open Font License (OFL) are to stimulate worldwide development of collaborative font projects, to support the font creation efforts of academic and linguistic communities, and to provide a free and open framework in which fonts may be shared and improved in partnership with others.

The OFL allows the licensed fonts to be used, studied, modified and redistributed freely as long as they are not sold by themselves. The fonts, including any derivative works, can be bundled, embedded, redistributed and/or sold with any software provided that any reserved names are not used by derivative works. The fonts and derivatives, however, cannot be released under any other type of license. The requirement for fonts to remain under this license does not apply to any document created using the fonts or their derivatives.

DEFINITIONS
"Font Software" refers to the set of files released by the Copyright Holder(s) under this license and clearly marked as such. This may include source files, build scripts and documentation.

"Reserved Font Name" refers to any names specified as such after the copyright statement(s).

"Original Version" refers to the collection of Font Software components as distributed by the Copyright Holder(s).

"Modified Version" refers to any derivative made by adding to, deleting, or substituting -- in part or in whole -- any of the components of the Original Version, by changing formats or by porting the Font Software to a new environment.

"Author" refers to any designer, engineer, programmer, technical writer or other person who contributed to the Font Software.

PERMISSION & CONDITIONS
Permission is hereby granted, free of charge, to any person obtaining a copy of the Font Software, to use, study, copy, merge, embed, modify, redistribute, and sell modified and unmodified copies of the Font Software, subject to the following conditions:

1) Neither the Font Software nor any of its individual components, in Original or Modified Versions, may be sold by itself.

2) Original or Modified Versions of the Font Software may be bundled, redistributed and/or sold with any software, provided that each copy contains the above copyright notice and this license. These can be included either as stand-alone text files, human-readable headers or in the appropriate machine-readable metadata fields within text or binary files as long as those fields can be easily viewed by the user.

3) No Modified Version of the Font Software may use the Reserved Font Name(s) unless explicit written permission is granted by the corresponding Copyright Holder. This restriction only applies to the primary font name as presented to the users.

4) The name(s) of the Copyright Holder(s) or the Author(s) of the Font Software shall not be used to promote, endorse or advertise any Modified Version, except to acknowledge the contribution(s) of the Copyright Holder(s) and the Author(s) or with their explicit written permission.

5) The Font Software, modified or unmodified, in part or in whole, must be distributed entirely under this license, and must not be distributed under any other license. The requirement for fonts to remain under this license does not apply to any document created using the Font Software.

TERMINATION
This license becomes null and void if any of the above conditions are not met.

DISCLAIMER
THE FONT SOFTWARE IS PROVIDED "AS IS", WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO ANY WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE AND NONINFRINGEMENT OF COPYRIGHT, PATENT, TRADEMARK, OR OTHER RIGHT. IN NO EVENT SHALL THE COPYRIGHT HOLDER BE LIABLE FOR ANY CLAIM, DAMAGES OR OTHER LIABILITY, INCLUDING ANY GENERAL, SPECIAL, INDIRECT, INCIDENTAL, OR CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES, WHETHER IN AN ACTION OF CONTRACT, TORT OR OTHERWISE, ARISING FROM, OUT OF THE USE OR INABILITY TO USE THE FONT SOFTWARE OR FROM OTHER DEALINGS IN THE FONT SOFTWARE.



OEBPS/i/i1.png





OEBPS/cover.jpg
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING AU

MELISS

BRADENS EVER AFTER - WESTON, CO
{ JACK & SAVANNAH }
LOoVE IN BLooM CONTEMPORARY ROMANCE





