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Burusaski Baase Inday has been conceived with this responsibility in
mind. This primer is designed to introduce children to the Burushaski
alphabet through colour, simplicity, and joy, while remaining faithful
to the linguistic structure and cultural spirit of the language. It
represents an early step in a lifelong journey of learning—one that
connects children not only to letters and sounds, but to identity,
memory, and heritage.

The Burushaski Research Academy remains committed to preserv-
ing, researching, and promoting this living ancient language through
education, documentation, and innovation. It is our hope that this
book will inspire curiosity, pride, and affection for Burushaski among
young learners, and will serve as a small yet meaningful contribution
to the continuity of a language that still has much to teach the
world.

Izhar Ali Hunzai
Chairman
Burushaski Research Academy





OEBPS/images/p0004.jpg
. oy 82
Ul 1B (Sl
Burusaski Baase Inaay
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Preface

Burushaski is one of the world’s most remarkable linguistic inheritanc-
es—an ancient living language that has endured across centuries
while continuing to challenge modern linguistic classification. Neither
Indo-European nor belonging conclusively to any known language
family, Burushaski stands as a testament to the intellectual and
cultural depth of the mountain communities that have preserved it
through uninterrupted oral transmission.

For most of its history, Burushaski existed solely as a spoken
language, carried in memory, song, and daily life. A decisive turning
point came in 1964, when Allamah Nasir Hunzai first composed the
Burushaski script using Perso-Arabic letters. This pioneering effort
transformed Burushaski from a purely oral tongue into a written
language, opening new possibilities for education, literature, poetry,
research, and intergenerational transmission. His contribution laid
the foundation for all subsequent work in Burushaski literacy and
scholarship.

Today, Burushaski is spoken primarily in the Hunza, Nagar, and Yasin
valleys of Gilgit-Baltistan. Despite the pressures of modernisation and
linguistic shift, it remains vibrantly alive—spoken in homes, woven
into poetry, and embedded in the worldview of its speakers. Yet like
many indigenous languages, its future depends on deliberate efforts
to teach it to younger generations in accessible and engaging ways.





