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Praise for Paulo Coelho


“[Coelho’s] special talent seems to be his ability to speak to everyone at once. The kind of spirituality he espouses is to all comers.… His readers often say that they see their own lives in his own books.”

New Yorker

“[This] Brazilian wizard makes books disappear from stores.”

New York Times

“[His] books have had a life-enchanting effect on millions of people.”

The Times (UK)

“Superabundant talent, stunning originality, an elegant way with words.”

Los Angeles Times

“Evocative.”

Publishers Weekly

“A bedrock of wisdom.”

Booklist

“Inspiring.”

M. Scott Peck

“Hopeful.”

Malala Yousafzai, 2014 Nobel Peace Prize Recipient






Dedication

O Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have

recourse to thee. Amen.






Epigraph

[image: A decorative illustration of a symmetrical, gray mandala design with floral and teardrop shapes radiating from the center, resembling a detailed geometric pattern.]
Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave me no water for my feet, but she has wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. You gave me no kiss, but from the time I came in she has not ceased to kiss my feet. You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with ointment. Therefore I tell you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven—for she loved much. But he who is forgiven little, loves little.

Luke 7: 44-47
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Towards the end of the nineteenth century, on a chilly spring afternoon, a group of men and women from different parts of England met together to listen to the most famous preacher of the day, eager to hear what he had to say.

However, having spent eight months traveling in various countries of the world, engaged in the exhausting work of evangelisation, the preacher felt completely drained and empty. He looked at the small audience, attempted a few phrases, then gave up. The Spirit of God had not touched him that afternoon.

Feeling sad and not knowing quite what to do, he turned to another missionary who was among those present. The young man had recently returned from Africa and might have something interesting to say, and so the preacher asked him to speak in his place.

The people who had gathered in that garden in Kent felt slightly disappointed.

No one knew who this young missionary was. In fact, he wasn’t even really a missionary. He had decided not to be ordained as a minister because he had doubts that this was his true vocation.

In search of a reason to live and in search of himself, he had spent two years in deepest Africa, inspired by the example of other people in pursuit of an ideal.

The audience in that garden in Kent were not at all pleased with this change of speaker. They had gone there in order to hear a wise, famous, experienced preacher, and now they were going to have to listen to a young man who, like them, was still struggling to find himself.

However, Henry Drummond—for that was the missionary’s name—had learned something.

He asked someone to lend him a Bible and then he read out a passage from St Paul’s Letter to the Corinthians:


If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing.

Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away. For we know in part and we prophesy in part, but when the perfect comes, the partial will pass away. When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I gave up childish ways. For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully known.

So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love.
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