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            When the COVID-19 pandemic started, I was working with the Norwegian Refugee Council as an education officer at Cox's Cox'sBazar Rohingya Response in Bangladesh. I have already finished establishing some 26 learning centers for Rohingya youth in camps 10 & 13. Teachers were trained, and the operation had been started. But the pandemic halted everything. As responsible officers, we were given the responsibility to develop a distance curriculum for the young learners. During this assignment, to understand distance education, I started studying the theories on distance education and its applicability in a humanitarian response. I studied many documents and articles. Later, I bring all my learning into some of my papers. This is one of them. My friends suggested I give it a book form. So the book is now in your hands. 
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Introduction to Distance Education 
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Correspondence education, distance education, open education, online education and e-learning, this is the terminological evolution of off-campus education and the word off-campus is now replaced by e-campus. Distance education is now online, on time, on demand and open for all. Distance education has its charming way of presentation and this is one of the most influential educating mode that brought ground-breaking change the way we used to with classroom teaching. Traditional classroom teaching now has been replaced by virtual classroom where even you could raise your hand (like ZOOM and other platforms) and could get your answer in real time. 
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Some Quotes on Distance Education 
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E-Learning exploits interactive technologies and communication systems to improve the learning experience. It has the potential to transform the way we teach and learn across the board. It can raise standards, and widen participation in lifelong learning. It cannot replace teachers and lecturers, but alongside existing methods it can enhance the quality and reach of their teaching, and reduce the time spent on administration. It can enable every learner to achieve his or her potential, and help to build an educational workforce empowered to change. It makes possible a truly ambitious education system for a future learning society


-  Towards a Unified e-Learning Strategy, The DfES e-Learning Strategy Unit, 2003




Technology has revolutionized the way we work and is now set to transform education. Children cannot be effective in tomorrow's world if they are trained in yesterday's skills. Nor should teachers be denied the tools that other professionals take for granted.


-  Tony Blair, 1998





A click of a mouse button provides any student anywhere with unprecedented opportunities to learn. So if a child in Grand Junction wants to master Japanese, it's possible online. If a budding artist in Five Points wants to study the masterpieces of the Louvre, it's possible online. If a future Stephen Hawking in La Junta wants to study Gravitational Entrophy with the man himself, it's possible online. If military parents want continuity in their children's education throughout frequent moves to serve our country, then it's possible online.


-  Rod Paige, US Secretary of Education, 2002



With every special newspaper supplement, it seems, those in the business [of e-learning]  offer new visions, new services we didn't know we needed, yet more exciting equipment and software possibilities that lie just over the horizon and, less well-publicized, an increasing number of routes to what may be educational dead ends.


-  Online Learning and Teaching with Technology; Murphy, Walker, &Webb. 2001
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Book Review on Distance and Open Education 
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Bates, AW (2004): Managing technological change: Strategies for leaders in higher education. CARNet, Zagreb. (181 pages) It is necessary to understand the context in which it develops products and services of e-education. This book is useful to managers in e-education and authors of online courses or course.

Rosenberg, MJ (2001): E-learning: Strategies for delivering knowledge in the digital age. McGraw-Hill, New York. (343 pages) Detailed analysis of the role and possibilities of e-learning in business organizations. It contains practical examples. Very useful for the management of continuing education in corporations.

Picciano, AG (2001): Distance Learning: Making Connections across Virtual Space and Time, Prentice Hall, Upper Saddle River, New Jersey. (253 pages) Overview of the area of distance education in respect of different technologies and media, educational institutions, teachers and students. The comprehensive view of the broader context of distance education that allows for the e-learning in the perspective of other analogous forms of education. Good for general information on distance education, and useful to managers in e-education.

Melton, RF (2002): Planning and developing open and distance learning: A quality assurance approach. RoutledgeFalmer, London. (223 pages) A detailed overview of the different elements that contribute to the quality of the course or courses for distance education. Very appropriate for an academic institution, the managers of distance education and authors of on-line courses or course.

McVay Lynch, M. (2002): The Online Educator: A Guide to Creating the Virtual

Classroom, RoutledgeFalmer, London. (170 pages) Overview of different technologies, forms of communication, techniques, strategies and pedagogical principles in e-learning. Succinct reminder of the many
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