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PREFACE
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Anne Frank, born Annelies Marie Frank, emerged as a poignant symbol of the human spirit amidst the horrors of the Holocaust. Born in 1929 in Frankfurt, Germany, Anne's early childhood unfolded against the backdrop of rising Nazi influence in Europe. In 1934, seeking refuge from escalating persecution, her family relocated to Amsterdam, Netherlands. However, the Nazi occupation of the Netherlands in 1940 soon ensnared them, leading to Anne's gradual disenfranchisement as a German citizen and statelessness by 1941.

The pivotal moment came in July 1942 when, amidst intensifying anti-Jewish measures, Anne's family sought refuge in a concealed apartment space in Amsterdam known as the "secret annex." This cramped sanctuary, concealed behind a bookcase in her father Otto Frank's office building, became their precarious haven for over two years. Here, amid constant fear of discovery, Anne documented her innermost thoughts and daily experiences in her diary, a cherished birthday gift received just before their seclusion began.

Anne's diary not only chronicled the trials of their clandestine existence but also revealed her profound introspection and burgeoning literary talent. She wrote with a remarkable blend of youthful exuberance and mature insight, offering a vivid portrayal of life under duress. Through her words, readers witness the emotional turmoil, the fleeting joys, and the enduring hopes that sustained her amidst the darkness of Nazi occupation.

Tragically, in August 1944, their refuge was betrayed, and the Frank family was arrested by the Gestapo. They were subsequently deported to concentration camps, where Anne, along with her sister Margot, endured the brutalities of Auschwitz before being transferred to Bergen-Belsen. It was there, in the grim final months of the war, that both sisters succumbed to typhus, mere weeks before the camp's liberation in April 1945.

Following the war, Otto Frank, Anne's father and the sole survivor of the family, returned to Amsterdam to find that Anne's diary had been preserved by their courageous helpers, Miep Gies and Bep Voskuijl. Moved by his daughter's fervent desire to become an author, Otto made it his mission to fulfill her posthumous wish. In 1947, he published Anne's diary, originally written in Dutch, under the title "Het Achterhuis" (The Secret Annex). Translated into English as "The Diary of a Young Girl," the diary has since transcended linguistic boundaries, captivating readers worldwide with its poignant portrayal of resilience, hope, and the indomitable human spirit.

Anne Frank's legacy endures not only through her diary but also through the foundation established in her name, dedicated to promoting human rights and combatting prejudice globally. Her story serves as a timeless reminder of the atrocities of the Holocaust and the enduring importance of tolerance, empathy, and remembrance in our collective history.
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Anne Frank, born Annelies or Anneliese Marie Frank on 12 June 1929 at the Maingau Red Cross Clinic in Frankfurt, Germany, to Edith and Otto Heinrich Frank, had an older sister named Margot. The Frank family, identified as liberal Jews, did not strictly adhere to all Jewish customs and traditions. They resided in a community characterized by both Jewish and non-Jewish citizens of diverse religious backgrounds, fostering an assimilated lifestyle. Edith and Otto, dedicated parents with a passion for scholarly pursuits, maintained an extensive library and encouraged their children's love for reading.

At the time of Anne's birth, the Franks lived in a residence on Marbachweg 307 in Frankfurt-Eckenheim, where they rented two floors. In 1931, they relocated to Ganghoferstraße 24 in Frankfurt-Ginnheim, known as the Dichterviertel, a fashionable and liberal neighborhood. Both of these homes still stand today.

The political landscape dramatically shifted in 1933 when Adolf Hitler's Nazi Party ascended to power following federal elections, leading to Hitler's appointment as Chancellor of the Reich. In response, Edith Frank and the children sought refuge with Edith's mother, Rosa, in Aachen, while Otto Frank remained in Frankfurt. Soon after, Otto received an opportunity to establish a business in Amsterdam and subsequently moved there to arrange accommodation for his family and organize his new venture at the Opekta Works, a company specializing in the sale of fruit extract pectin.

Edith shuttled between Aachen and Amsterdam, eventually securing an apartment on Merwedeplein in the Rivierenbuurt neighborhood, which became a haven for Jewish-German refugees. By November 1933, Edith joined Otto in Amsterdam, and a month later, Margot followed. Anne stayed with her grandmother until February, when the entire family reunited in Amsterdam. The Franks were among the hundreds of thousands of Jews who fled Germany between 1933 and 1939 in response to escalating persecution.

Settling into their new life in Amsterdam, both Margot and Anne enrolled in school—Margot in a public school and Anne in the 6th Montessori School, later renamed the Anne Frank School in her honor. Despite initial challenges with the Dutch language, Margot excelled academically, while Anne quickly acclimated and formed friendships with peers like Hanneli Goslar, who would later become one of her closest friends.

In 1938, Otto Frank founded Pectacon, a wholesaler specializing in herbs, pickling salts, and spices essential for sausage production. Hermann van Pels, a Jewish butcher who had fled Osnabrück with his family, joined Pectacon as a spice advisor. Edith Frank's mother also moved in with the Franks in 1939, remaining with them until her passing in January 1942.

The onset of World War II and the subsequent German occupation of the Netherlands in May 1940 brought profound challenges for the Frank family. The occupation regime swiftly enacted discriminatory laws against Jews, instituting mandatory registration and segregation. Otto Frank endeavored to secure emigration for his family to the United States, yet his efforts were thwarted when the U.S. consulate in Rotterdam, where their visa application was pending, was bombed by German forces on 14 May 1940, resulting in the loss of all paperwork.

By the autumn of 1941, Anne's educational journey was abruptly altered when Jewish children were barred from attending non-Jewish schools. Both Anne and Margot then began attending the Jewish Lyceum, an exclusive secondary school for Jewish students in Amsterdam that had opened earlier that year.

This period marked the beginning of a harrowing chapter in Anne Frank's life, characterized by confinement, fear, and resilience in the face of escalating Nazi persecution.
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For her thirteenth birthday on 12 June 1942, Anne received an autograph book bound with red-and-white checkered cloth and equipped with a small lock on the front. Otto Frank, her father, decided that she would use it as a diary and named it Kitty. Anne began writing in it almost immediately. In her entry dated 20 June 1942, she detailed numerous restrictions imposed on the Dutch Jewish population.

During mid-1942, the systematic deportation of Jews from the Netherlands commenced. Otto and Edith Frank planned to go into hiding with their children on 16 July 1942. However, when Margot received a call-up notice from the Zentralstelle für jüdische Auswanderung on 5 July, ordering her to report for relocation to a work camp, they were compelled to advance their plans by ten days. Shortly before entering hiding, Anne gave her friend and neighbor Toosje Kupers a book, a tea set, and a tin of marbles. Concerned about her marbles falling into the wrong hands, Anne asked Toosje to keep them safe temporarily.

On the morning of Monday, 6 July 1942, the Frank family moved into their hiding place—a three-story space accessed from a landing above the Opekta offices on the Prinsengracht. This hiding place, known as the Achterhuis, was set up with the assistance of Otto Frank's trusted employees, who would serve as their helpers. They left their apartment in disarray to create the impression of a sudden departure, with a note from Otto suggesting they had gone to Switzerland. Due to the necessity of secrecy, they sadly had to leave behind Anne's cat, Moortje. As Jews were prohibited from using public transport, Otto, Edith, and Anne walked several kilometers from their home, while Margot cycled to the Prinsengracht with Miep Gies. The entrance to the Achterhuis was concealed later by a bookcase to prevent discovery.

The only individuals aware of the people in hiding were Victor Kugler, Johannes Kleiman, Miep Gies, and Bep Voskuijl—employees who became known as the "helpers." Alongside Miep's husband Jan Gies and Bep's father Johannes Hendrik Voskuijl, they managed the connection between the outside world and the occupants of the Achterhuis. They provided vital support, including news updates, political developments, and food supplies, a task that became increasingly challenging over time. Anne Frank documented their dedication and efforts to maintain morale during perilous times, recognizing the grave risk they faced for sheltering Jews.

On 13 July 1942, the Franks were joined in hiding by the Van Pels family—Hermann, Auguste, and their 16-year-old son Peter. Later, in November, they were joined by Fritz Pfeffer, a dentist and family friend. Anne initially welcomed the companionship but tensions soon emerged in the confined space. She found Pfeffer unbearable after sharing a room with him and clashed with Auguste van Pels, whom she considered foolish. She also perceived Hermann van Pels and Fritz Pfeffer as selfish, especially regarding food consumption. Over time, however, Anne developed a kinship with Peter van Pels, whom she initially dismissed as shy and awkward. Their shared confinement led to a brief romance, marked by Anne's first kiss, though she later questioned the authenticity of her feelings.

Throughout this period, Anne formed a particularly close bond with each of the helpers, notably Bep Voskuijl, with whom she shared many whispered conversations. Otto Frank later recalled Anne's eager anticipation of their daily visits.
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