
Table of Contents

1. Foreword

2. Rhetoric Of Total Victory

3. Contradictory Objectives

4. Questions

5. Critical Israeli perspective

6. Aims Of War

7. Victory

8. Israel-Hamas War

9. Total Victory

10. Hamas' Realization

11. Change Of Hamas Tactics

12. Israel's Calculus

13. Poison Pill

14. Poison Pill? Really?

15. Only A Public Relation Exercise

16. Massive Protests In Israel

17. Antisemitism?

18. International Outrage

19. False Claims

20. Unending War?

21. USA's Responsibility And Two-States Solution

22. Terrible Cost Of Delay

	[image: image]
	 	[image: image]


[image: image]

1. Foreword
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Total Victory And Total Destruction? The Unsolvable Riddle Of The Israel-Hamas War.

What's Total Victory?

Is it a code word for total destruction and annihilation?

Is this the unsolvable riddle of the tragic Israel-Hamas war?

Can total victory be achieved without total destruction of the enemy?

Is total victory just hubris foist off by wily politicians to deceive the public?
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2. Rhetoric Of Total Victory
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Has the total victory promised by Israeli prime minister Netanyahu ever been achieved by any power in human history without destroying a people deemed to be the implacable enemy?

Is the twin objective of total victory and hostages release in the war compatible?

How are the hostages to be rescued in the total destruction required of a total victory?
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3. Contradictory Objectives
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In his fact-twisting speech to the US Congress on 25 July 2024, camouflaged with an abundance of flattering language for big brother USA, almost 10 months into the infamous Israel-Hamas War, the Prime Minister of Israel Netanyahu said: "Israel will fight until we destroy Hamas’s military capabilities and its rule in Gaza and bring all our hostages home. That’s what total victory means. And we will settle for nothing less."

Later, in a public dispute with his Defense Minister Gallant over the latter's aspersions about that highfalutin description in August 2024, the prime minister’s office issued a statement that said: “Israel has only one choice: To achieve total victory, which means eliminating Hamas’s military and governing capabilities, and releasing our hostages. This victory will be achieved."
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4. Questions
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Are the twin objectives of total victory and the return of hostages alive contradictory and unachievable as a package?

Is this the typical double-talk of the politics of war in Israel?
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5. Critical Israeli perspective
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Indeed, this twin objectives of Netanyahu's had even been questioned internally in Israel.

It had been reported that senior members of the Israeli security establishment have argued that the two goals can’t be achieved simultaneously. Many security officials have argued that a ceasefire agreement with Hamas is the only way to bring the remaining roughly 115 living and dead hostages home.

Many have even questioned the very concept of total elimination of Hamas in Gaza. They asked: is that really achievable in practice without killing all Palestinians?
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6. Aims Of War
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Throughout human history, many wars had been fought for various reasons. Among the main reasons are:

1. To conquer territories and people.

2. To plunder resources.

3. To avenge insults, and to settle scores.

4. To seek glory and power.

5. To become the king of kings.

6. To enlarge an empire.

7. To fight off aggression.

8. To rebel and build a new nation.

But there had never been total victory without total destruction.
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7. Victory
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All victories involve some kind of moderation of objectives and compromise between the warring parties, even if it involves one side gaining more or less  advantage than the other side, in order to restore peace.

This had been the case with wars between two warring nations, wars of opposing alliances, and even WW1 and WW2.

To speak of total victory is a dangerous rhetoric that reduces the chances of a victory that can restore peace.

Total is a belligerent word that precludes compromises and sensible concessions.

To achieve total victory is to bulldoze over the opponent mercilessly with total destruction.

Indeed, this was how genocide occurred in human history.

How can that visceral evil intention of eliminating an entire population be useful in serving any greater purpose of waging the war in the first place?
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8. Israel-Hamas War
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The tragic Israel-Hamas War that began on October 7, 2023 was the result of many unfortunate historical and political events and reasons.

The fact is that both the Jews and the Palestinians have equal rights to live in that land, known now as Israel and Palestine, for legitimate historical and cultural reasons.

How they can resolve their differences should not be through a total victory in wars by either side, but through sensible negotiations, mutual understanding, and compromise.
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9. Total Victory
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Obviously, Hamas is in no position to talk about total victory over Israel because of the great discrepancy in military power and political power.

But Israel should also not seek total victory. A total victory is practically impossible without destroying a whole people and sacrificing many of its own people, and total devastation of the whole region.

Unfortunately, Israeli politicians have lost sight of the big picture, and are focusing on destruction and intimidation as a tactic of total war. They do not seem to realize that this can only make the situation more intractable and destructive for both sides of the dispute.

Instead, they should be seeking a peace formula that will enable both sides to live in peace and harmony.

This is the only way out of the terrible conundrum.
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