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EPISODE 1

Miss Popular
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Episode 5: Miss Popular



CHAPTER ONE

Birthday Plans


"It’s March!" I burst through the front door of my house, tossing my jacket at the hall closet. My younger brother and sister, Scott and Emily, parade in behind me. I knew yesterday, of course, that today would be the first day of March. But sitting in class all day long writing down the date on every piece of paper just made me giddy and excited. "Mom!"

I wander into the kitchen, but my Mom isn't here. Scott and Emily stay behind to find a snack, but I continue through the house. No one in the laundry room. I go down the stairs, calling as I go. "Mom! Mom!"

"In here," my mother finally calls back.

I round the corner to my mom’s office. She has the sewing machine out and several pieces of fabric spread out on the floor. My mom is pretty crafty and good at most things she tries. "What are you making?" I ask, momentarily distracted.

"New placemats," my mom says. "I think we could use an update."

I nod and then turn back to the item on my mind. "So it’s March!"

My mom keeps her eyes on the spool of thread as she places it on her machine, but I see the smile that plays at the corners of her mouth. "Yes, it is. Maybe it will finally start to get warm."

Warmth, spring, those are great things, but not what I want to talk about. "And my birthday’s in a week." I beam at my mother.

"Oh, is it?" Finally, Mom turns to face me. Like me, she wears glasses, though hers are brown frames while mine are large and turquoise with colored dots embedded in them.

I roll my eyes, not falling for it. "Yes! I know you haven’t forgotten. I’m going to be eleven!"

Birthdays are special in our house. We don’t have a lot of friends over or do a big party, but Mom always makes a beautiful cake. "Can we look through your cake books and pick one?" I ask. It’s my favorite part about birthdays.

My mom picks up a few pieces of fabric and inserts pins around them. "Go get the cake books and start looking through them."

"Sure!" I hop back upstairs. I crouch in front of the cupboards and finger the cake decorating books. I find one that looks newer than the others and pull it out. The bright colors and varied cake shapes hold my attention.

My mom finds me that way, sitting on the kitchen floor and sifting through the book. "Didn't want to use the table, Cassie?"

I laugh and stand up, carrying the book with me. "I just got too involved. I think I found the one I want."

"Which is it?" Mom sits down across from me, propping her chin up and looking at the pages.

"This one." I point to a rectangular cake decorated like a dollar bill in white and green frosting. But instead of a picture of a famous political figure, it has the picture of a little boy cut out and placed in the middle. I picture my fifth-grade picture in the middle of the cake, as if I were someone important and famous. "Can you do it?"

My mom pulls the book toward her and examines it. "Sure. This doesn’t look too hard. But remember, Cassie, you can only have two friends over."

"I know." I rub my hands together, unable to contain the excitement I feel. "I’ll ask them tomorrow."

#

A few months ago, the choice of who to invite would have been easy. Riley and Danelle were my best friends. But lately, I don’t feel as close to Danelle. I can’t pinpoint anything in particular that has happened. We just aren’t hanging out as much.

On the other hand, Riley and I have become closer. I’ve spent the night at her house a few times, and we see each other every Tuesday at Girls Club. We don’t always get along, and sometimes Riley seems mad at me for no reason. But I know for sure I’ll invite her.

Riley brings it up before I do. She sits next to me at lunch. "Your birthday’s this Saturday, right?"

"Right," I say, unable to keep the smile from my face.

"Are you having a party?"

"Yes! A slumber party on Friday night. You’re
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