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Introduction


This book is for the Edexcel GCSE History unit Superpower relations and the Cold War, 1941–91.

In it you will learn about an interesting period of world history. It is about the events which saw two powerful nations compete against each other for influence around the world. It is about a conflict of interest, which spread to Europe, south-east Asia and to the Middle East, until, in the end, it divided the world into two hostile camps.


What is in this book?

The book is divided into three key topics.


•  Key Topic 1 is about the origins of the Cold War. You will see how the conferences near the end of the Second World War helped to show the tensions between the United States and the Soviet Union. You will see how far these tensions had led to a division in Europe which was made worse by the creation of rival alliances.

•  Key Topic 2 is about the Cold War crises of 1958–70 in Berlin, Cuba and Czechoslovakia. You will learn about the causes, events, consequences and significance of each crisis.

•  Key Topic 3 is about the period 1970–91. You will see how the events and the influence of key leaders during this period led to the end of the Cold War.



Each chapter in the book:


•  contains activity boxes. These will help you to learn the key information and practise exam skills

•  gives lots of practice exam questions with advice on how to answer all the question types

•  has key words at the start of each chapter to help you to use the correct historical words in your answers.





About your exam

For your Edexcel History GCSE, you will study four units and sit three exams. This unit, Superpower relations and the Cold War, 1941–91, is part of exam Paper 2.

This exam will test your:


•  knowledge and understanding of the key developments in the Cold War, 1941–91

•  ability to answer brief and extended essay questions.



To answer the question, you will need to include these historical skills:


•  Consequences – this means explaining the result of an event or change.

•  Write a narrative account – this means explaining the cause, event and consequence of a key development.

•  Importance – this means explaining the cause(s), development(s) and result(s) of a key event or period in the Cold War.



As you go through this book, you will improve all these skills.
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Paper 2

Section A: Superpower relations and the Cold War, 1941–91


1  Explain two consequences of the building of the Berlin Wall in 1961.
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Question 1 is a consequence question – you have to explain two consequences of a given development or event.
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(Total for Question 1 = 8 marks)


2  Write a narrative account analysing the main developments in US–Soviet relations in the years 1945–47.
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You may use the following in your answer:


•  The Yalta Conference, 1945

•  The Truman Doctrine, 1947
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You can use the bullet points in the box to help you write your answer but you don’t have to.
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You must also use information of your own.
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Question 2 is a narrative question. You have to write an account which analyses events or developments during a given period in the Cold War.
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(Total for Question 2 = 8 marks)


3  Explain two of the following:




    •  The importance of the Berlin Crisis (1948–49) for the development of the Cold War.

    •  The importance of the arms race of the 1950s for relations between the superpowers.

    •  The importance of the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan (1979) for the development of the Cold War.
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Question 3 is an importance question. You are being asked to come to a view on the importance of two different events/developments.
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(Total for Question 3 = 16 marks)
Total for Section A = 32 marks
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KEY TOPIC 1
The origins of the Cold War, 1941–58
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This section will tell you about relations between the United States and the Soviet Union in the years during and soon after the Second World War. You will learn about the following:


1  The ideological differences (different world views and beliefs) between the United States and the Soviet Union

2  The Grand Alliance

3  The Tehran, Yalta and Potsdam Conferences

4  Soviet Expansion into eastern Europe

5  The Truman Doctrine and the Marshall Plan

6  The causes, events and consequences of the Berlin Crisis, 1948–49

7  The creation of NATO and the Warsaw Pact

8  The development of the Arms Race

9  The causes, events and consequences of the Hungarian Uprising, 1956
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TIMELINE



	1941
	The formation of the Grand Alliance



	1943
	The Tehran Conference



	1945
	The Yalta and Potsdam Conferences
The USA explodes the first atomic bombs



	1946
	Churchill’s ‘Iron Curtain’ speech
Long and Novikov telegrams



	1947
	Truman Doctrine and Marshall Plan
Setting up of Cominform



	1948
	Beginning of Berlin Blockade



	1949
	Setting up of Comecon
End of Berlin Blockade
The formation of the Federal Republic of Germany and the German Democratic Republic and the setting up of NATO



	1955
	Setting up of Warsaw Pact



	1956
	The Hungarian Uprising
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USEFUL WORDS

Blockade – stopping goods or people from entering or leaving a place.

Ceasefire – an arrangement in which countries or groups of people that are fighting each other agree to stop fighting.

Doctrine – a public belief, often related to foreign affairs.

Economy – the money that a country has.

Ideological – a system based on a particular set of ideas and beliefs.

Invasion – when an army uses force to enter another country.

Pact – an agreement between two or more countries.

Refugee – a person who escapes from their own country to another for safety, often for political reasons.
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HISTORY WORDS

Bolshevik – a member of the Russian Bolshevik Party who believed in revolutionary change.

Containment – a strategy to prevent the spread of communism into non-communist countries.

Reparations – the money a country pays as a punishment if they lose a war.

Second World War – a global conflict from 1939 to 1945.

Soviet bloc – countries in eastern Europe controlled by the Soviet Union.

Superpower – a nation that has great power and influence.

[image: ]








1 Early tension between East and West
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The main points:


•  The USA, Britain and the Soviet Union fought as part of the Grand Alliance during the Second World War (1939–45).

•  The Grand Alliance met at key conferences during the war to discuss agreements that would bring about peace after the war.

•  Differences began to emerge at these peace conferences, especially once Germany had been defeated in the Second World War.
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1.1 Differences between the superpowers


What was the Cold War?

A hot war is a conflict where actual fighting takes place. A cold war is when the conflict doesn’t go as far as actual fighting. The expression was first used to describe the frosty atmosphere that developed between the superpowers in the years following the end of the Second World War.

The Cold War started in 1945–46 and lasted for over 40 years. At first it was just in Europe, but during the 1950s and 1960s it spread into Asia and then worldwide.

The Cold War had nearly all the features of a hot war:


•  There were two sides – East vs. West, or the USA and its supporters vs. the Soviet Union and its supporters.

•  There were two rival armed camps – NATO vs. Warsaw Pact (see page 31).

•  The two sides competed for influence all over the world, often assisting rival sides in civil wars such as the conflicts in Korea (1950–53) and Vietnam (1960s).



However, the two superpowers did not ever directly fight each other.

Table 1.1 on page 8 outlines the main features of the Cold War.
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Activities


1  Read this page carefully.




    a)  Make a list of the features of a hot war.

    b)  Then make a list of the features of a cold war.

    c)  Highlight the features which appear in both lists.




2  In one sentence, define a Cold War.
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The geographical closeness of the superpowers

As you can see from Figure 1.1 below, there was very little distance separating the west coast of the United States and the east coast of the Soviet Union. Throughout the time of the Cold War, the countries were only divided by the Bering Strait, which is only approximately 55 miles wide!


[image: ]

Figure 1.1 Map showing the distance between the USA and Soviet Union





	Spying  [image: ]
	Both sides spied on each other. This was mainly to find out any military developments. They even used spy planes which could fly at a great height and take photographs.



	Propaganda  [image: ]
	Both sides used propaganda to persuade people of their views and beliefs, and to create the worst possible image of the other side.



	Arms race [image: ]
	Each side wanted more weapons and newer technology than the other.



	Space race  [image: ]
	Each side competed for success in the space race. At first, the race was to launch the first satellite, then the first man in space and finally the first man on the Moon.



	Loans and aid  [image: ]
	Each side competed to provide loans and financial aid to other countries in order to win their support for their views and beliefs.



	Table 1.1 Main features of the Cold War







Ideological differences

Superpower rivalry was not new. The differences and rivalry go back to the Bolshevik Revolution in Russia in 1917. The Bolsheviks, led by their leader Lenin, led a revolution and established a communist government. They believed in spreading communist governments to other countries. So, at the heart of the rivalry were the conflicting ideas of the two sides – capitalism and communism (see Figure 1.2 below).

Countries such as Britain, France and the USA, who believed in capitalism, feared the spread of communism. They tried to destroy Lenin and the Bolsheviks by helping their enemies in the Russian Civil War, 1918–21. Because of that, Lenin did not trust the West after the Bolsheviks won the Civil War. Lenin and other leaders found it difficult to trust the West. Differences between Bolshevik Russia and the West can be seen in the sources on page 9.
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Figure 1.2 The two different ideas of capitalism and communism
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CAPITALISM


•  Several political parties exist.

•  Voters may choose and change their government.

•  Most industry and businesses privately owned.

•  Some people will be wealthier than others.

•  Spread influence to other countries to encourage trade and investment. Very little censorship of media.
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COMMUNISM


•  Only one political party – the Communist Party.

•  People unable to change their government.

•  No private industry or businesses.

•  No private profit.

•  All industry and businesses owned by the state for the benefit of everyone.

•  Everyone equal.

•  Belief in world revolution, that is, encouraging communism in other countries.

•  Censorship of the media.
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•  Punch magazine was a British comic/political magazine.

•  The figure on the left represents Britain and the figure on the right represents Nazi Germany. The Soviet Union is represented by the bear (a widespread symbol for Russia).
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SOURCE A A British cartoon from Punch magazine in 1939
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SOURCE B From a speech by Lenin in 1919

England, America and France are waging war against Russia. They are avenging themselves (wanting revenge) on the Soviet Union for having overthrown the landlords and capitalists. They are helping the landlords with money and supplies.
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•  Lenin was the head of the Bolsheviks and leader of Russia from 1917 until his death in 1924.

•  When he was speaking in 1919, the Bolsheviks were fighting the Russian Civil War, where Western powers had also joined in to fight against the Bolsheviks.
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•  Great Britain, the USA and France (the Capitalists) are pictured as money bags.

•  The flag reads: Capitalists of all counties, unite!

•  At the feet of the Capitalists are the people suffering from the system.
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SOURCE C A Bolshevik propaganda poster from 1919
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SOURCE D From a speech made by Winston Churchill, who was a member of the British government, in 1919

Of all the tyrannies (harsh governments) in history, the Bolshevik tyranny is the worst, the most destructive and the most degrading (losing self-respect). Lenin and his government are committing the worst atrocities (cruel acts) possible.
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Winston Churchill was Prime Minister during the Second World War but also served in the government in the First World War. He was an anti-communist throughout his career.
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Activities


1  Study Sources B and and C. What was Lenin’s view of the West?

2  Study Source D. What was the West’s view of the Bolsheviks?

3  In Source C, how does the propaganda poster make the capitalist powers look greedy and selfish?

4  How does Churchill describe communist Russia in Source D?

5  Do you think that a conflict was bound to happen between Russia and the rest of the world once the Bolsheviks secured power in 1917?
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1.2 The ‘Grand Alliance’

The Soviet Union formed an alliance with Britain and the USA during the Second World War in what became known as the ‘Grand Alliance’. The leader of the Soviet Union at this time was Stalin.



Stalin, Roosevelt and Churchill

There were strains in the Alliance during the Second World War because of the different attitudes of the three leaders. Stalin (Soviet Union), Roosevelt (USA) and Churchill (Britain).



[image: ]



[image: ]


•  Stalin was annoyed that Britain and the USA delayed sending troops to western Europe to help defeat Nazi Germany.
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•  The USSR lost millions of the people fighting Nazi Germany in the East. Stalin was frustrated that Britain and USA delayed their attack on the Nazis from the West.
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•  Churchill, the British leader, was suspicious of Stalin’s plans for eastern Europe. He was convinced that Soviet troops would remain in countries they freed from the Germans during and after the war.
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THE TEHRAN CONFERENCE, NOVEMBER 1943

Present: Roosevelt, Churchill and Stalin

Where and when: Tehran, Iran, in November 1943

Main agreements:


•  Britain and the USA agreed to open up a second front by invading France in May 1944.

•  The Soviet Union was to wage war against Japan once Germany was defeated.

•  A United Nations organisation was to be set up after the war.

•  An area of eastern Poland was added to the Soviet Union. At the insistence of Stalin, the borders of post-war Poland were to be along the Oder and Neisse rivers (see Figure 1.5 on page 14).
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THE YALTA CONFERENCE, FEBRUARY 1945

Present: Roosevelt, Churchill and Stalin

Where and when: Yalta, Soviet Union in February 1945. This was before the war ended but it was already clear than Germany were going to lose.

Main agreements:


•  The Soviet Union would enter the war against Japan once Germany had surrendered.

•  Germany would be divided into four zones: US, British, French and Soviet.

•  Berlin (the capital of Germany) would be divided into four zones in the same way.

•  Nazi war criminals would be hunted down and put on trial in an international court of justice.

•  Countries that had been freed by the Allies from occupation by the German army would be allowed to have free elections to choose the government they wanted.

•  The USA, Britain and Russia would join the new United Nations Organisation in order to maintain peace once the war ended.

•  Eastern Europe would be a Soviet ‘sphere of influence’.



Disagreements:


•  The three leaders could not agree how much Germany should pay in reparations.

•  They also disagreed about the Polish border and the type of government in Poland.
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SOURCE E Milovan Djilas, vice-president of Yugoslavia, writing about Yalta in 1948

In the hallway of Yalta we stopped before a map of the world on which the Soviet Union was coloured in red. Stalin waved his hand over the Soviet Union and exclaimed: ‘Roosevelt and Churchill will never accept the idea that so great a space should be red, never, never!’
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SOURCE F Churchill writing to Roosevelt shortly after the Yalta Conference

The Soviet Union has become a danger to the free world. A new front must be created against her onward sweep. This front should be as far east as possible. A settlement must be reached on all major issues between West and East in Europe before the armies of democracies melt away.
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Figure 1.3 The ‘Big Three’ (from left to right, Stalin, Roosevelt and Churchill) at the Tehran Conference, 1943
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Activities


1  What was one reason why the Tehran Conference was mainly a success for Stalin?




    a)  What did the Yalta Conference agree would happen in countries freed from Nazi occupation once the war was over?

    b)  Why would this have made Churchill happy? (Look back at page 10 for help with this.)




3  Select a quote from both Sources E and F to support the view that relations between the three leaders at the Yalta Conference were strained.
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Practice question

Explain the importance of the Grand Alliance for relations between



•  What to do with the occupied countries of eastern Europe once the war was over

•  What to do with Germany once Germany had surrendered

•  How best to create a peace that would last when the war was over.
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What had changed between Yalta and Potsdam?
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•  Germany and Berlin to be divided as previously agreed. The Soviet Zone would be in East Germany and the French, British and US zones would be in the West.

•  Germany to be demilitarised (all military forces removed).

•  Democracy to be re-established in Germany, including free elections, a free press and freedom of speech.

•  Germany to pay reparations to the Allies in equipment and materials. Most of this would go to the Soviet Union, which had suffered most.

•  The Nazi Party was banned. Nazis were removed from important positions and leading Nazis were put on trial for war crimes at Nuremberg in 1946.

•  Poland’s frontier to be moved westwards to the rivers Oder and Neisse (see Figure 1.5 on page 14).





•  The leaders could not agree over how far to punish Germany.

•  They also disagreed about holding free elections in eastern Europe.
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1  Which reason do you think is most important in explaining why relations between the USA and the Soviet Union grew worse between Yalta and Potsdam?

2  Read Source G. What are Stalin’s aims in eastern Europe?

3  Read Source H. What were Attlee’s fears at the Potsdam Conference?

4  Copy and complete the table below.





	 
	Similarities
	Differences



	Tehran and Yalta
	e.g. The war in Europe was still going on during both peace conferences
	 



	Yalta and Potsdam
	 
	e.g. The USA had tested an atomic bomb so didn’t need the support of the Soviet Union in the war against Japan
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•  The Tehran Conference 1943

•  The Potsdam Conference 1945
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•  Britain and the USA agreed to open a second front by invading France

•  The United Nations was to be set up

•  The Soviet Union would enter the war against Japan

•  Germany (and Berlin) would be divided into four zones

•  Germany would be demilitarised.
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1.3 Soviet expansion





	Memory of what happened 1918–39
	During the interwar years most eastern European countries had been unfriendly to the Soviet Union. Poland had signed a non-aggression pact with France and, during the Second World War, Hungary and Romania fought on the side of Germany, against the Soviet Union.



	Percentages deal
	Towards the end of the war, Stalin and Churchill had reached an understanding known as the percentages deal (see Source I). Stalin believed that Churchill was accepting the influence of the Soviet Union in eastern Europe.



	Strategic importance of Poland
	In 1945, Stalin wanted to move the Polish frontier so that most of Poland became part of the Soviet Union. He also wanted a communist government in what would remain of Poland.



	Security
	The Soviet Union had been invaded from the west by Germany on two occasions, in 1914 (in the First World War) and 1941 (in the Second World War). Stalin wanted to create a zone of ‘friendly’, Soviet-controlled states in eastern Europe as a buffer against future invasions. This would protect the Soviet Union from any future attacks from the West.
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The Long telegram and the Novikov telegram
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1  How fair was Stalin’s desire to expand Soviet control over eastern Europe?

2  Why were Truman and Churchill concerned with Stalin’s desire to expand Soviet control over eastern Europe?

3  Read Sources J and K. Copy and complete these sentences:




    a)  The Long Telegram was written by …

    b)  The Novikov Telegram was written by …

    c)  Both telegrams damaged relations between the two superpowers because …
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1.4 How Soviet control was carried out, 1945–47



•  Coalition governments were set up where the communists shared power with other political parties.

•  The communists took over the civil service, media, security and defence.

•  Leaders of parties not in power (opposition leaders) were arrested or forced to leave the country.

•  Elections were fixed so that the communists stayed in power.

•  ‘People’s democracies’ were set up.
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•  The Soviet Union re-establishes control

•  Hungary and Czechoslovakia
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1.5 Impact on US–Soviet relations



•  Stalin believed that he could only ensure the support of the countries of eastern Europe by setting up Soviet-controlled communist governments.

•  US President Truman saw this as a blatant attempt by Stalin to spread communism throughout Europe.





‘Iron Curtain’ speech
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	Student checklist
	Evidence of knowledge and understanding



	What was the Grand Alliance?
	 



	What was the outcome of the Tehran Conference?
	 



	What was the outcome of the Yalta Conference?
	 



	What was the outcome of the Potsdam Conference?
	 



	What were ideological differences between the superpowers?
	 



	How different were the attitudes of Stalin, Truman and Churchill?
	 



	How did the development of the atomic bomb change US–Soviet relations?
	 



	How did the Long and Novikov telegrams impact on US–Soviet relations?
	 



	How did the creation of Soviet satellite states in eastern Europe damage US–Soviet relations?
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1.6 Examination practice
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How to answer


1  It is helpful to underline key points or words in the question. This will help you to address the question in your answer. For this question, the consequences have to be focused on the Potsdam Conference of July 1945.

2  You will need to explain TWO different consequences. Begin each paragraph by stating the consequence. A good tip is to consider how the event increased or decreased tension between the two superpowers.

3  You will need to include specific evidence to support your explanation of each consequence. Try to ensure that the evidence you include in your answer is relevant.
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CAPITALISM

« Several political parties exist.

« Voters may choose and change
their government.

« Most industry and businesses privately
owned.

« Some people will be wealthier than
others.

« Spread influence to other countries to
encourage trade and investment.
Very little censorship of media.

COMMUNISM
« Only one political party — the -

Communist Party.

« People unable to change their government.

« No private industry or businesses.

« No private profit.

« All industry and businesses owned by the state
for the benefit of everyone.

« Everyone equal.

« Belief in world revolution, that is, encouraging
communism in other countries.

« Censorship of the media.
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Czechoslovakia

1947: The communists were the largest party in the coalition
government. They controlled the police and the army

1948: The communists used the army to seize control over the
country and lots of non-communists were arrested. In May 1948
elections took place but only Communists were allowed to stand

Poland

June 1945: A coalition government was
setup

January 1947: Elections were rigged to
ensure a totally communist government.

Hungary

August 1945: Inthe
election, the largest
party, called the
Smallholders Farty,
won over 50 per cent
ofvotes

1946-7:The
Communist Farty seized

control of the police and
arrested the leader of

the Smallholders Farty

August 1947: Inthe
general election, the
communists took over
the government and
banned all the other
political parties

The main opposition leader fled to London

Bulgaria

1944: A
communist-
dominated
government was
setup

November 1945:
Elections were
rigged and the
communists won

1946: The
communists
banned all other
political parties

Yugoslavia
1945: Marshal Tito became prime minister

1948: Tito did not take orders from Stalin.
As aresult, Yugoslavia was thrown out of
Cominform and other communist countries
applied economic sanctions

1951: In a challenge to Stalin, Tito accepted
aid from the West.

Romania

1945: A coalition government was set up

January 1945: Communists took part in demonstrations to
disrupt the government.

March 1945: The Soviet army intervened. It disarmed the
Romanian army and forced the King to appoint a government
dominated by the communists

November 1946: In the elections the communists gained 80 per
cent of the votes (see Source M)

1947: The communist government abolished (got rid of) the
monarchy
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Soviet troops freed Eastern European stalin had set up a communist
countries frorm Nazi occupation. government in Poland, ignoring the
But did not leave these countries wishes of the majority of Poles and
once the war was over. the agreements made at Yalta.

Halfway through the Potsdarn
Conference, Churchil was What had changed o, bt s, e
defeated in the British general between Yalta and 1o cut down'ms armed forces
election and was replaced by Potsdam? tor the war

Clernent Attlee. :

On 16 July 1945, the Americans In April 1945, Roosevelt died. His
successfully tested an atomic bomb Vice-President, Harry s. Trurran,
ata desert site in the USA. This made replaced hirn. Truman was totally
the USA a Military superpower — far different from Roosevelt and
more powerful than any other country. distrusted Stalin.
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