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The definition of cliché is: a trite phrase or expression, something that has become overly familiar or common place.

			Unfortunately, this definition not only describes a word, but it also describes the lives of many Christians who have become experts on how to look, act, and sound. The sad thing is in most cases, it is only skin deep. Too many Christians are a living cliché with no real substance or genuine desire to imitate the one they profess to love and follow.

			Visible Jesus goes into great detail to give believers vital information about truly knowing and following Jesus. It is challenging and thought-provoking. It lovingly forces experienced Christians to examine whether or not they are pursuing Jesus, or expertly living as a religious cliché.

			Malcolm Carter, Lead Pastor of Temple Baptist Church, Cullman, Alabama. 

			Visible Jesus is a masterpiece of commonsense biblical teaching in a world gone astray. Many today have mastered the art of religion, but few truly emulate the risen Christ. This book will truly challenge your walk with God, encourage you to review your life, and answer the question, “When people see me, do they see Jesus?” I highly recommend this important work.

			Dr. Michael T. George, best-selling author of My Story of America, 3:16 The Story Of God and Author Of Liberty

			We are living in a world crying out for help, and the silence of Christianity is deafening. Pastor Brian Edwards does a masterful job showing that it is not the world that is getting darker, but it is the lack of light from those who make up the Church. Visible Jesus awakens the Christian to the need to share the Gospel, not just with the nations, but with our neighbors as well.

			Dr. Rodney Agan, Founder of Connexus Group

			In his book Visible Jesus, Brian Edwards reminds us that if the world is going to change, it will be because of Jesus. By using scripture, along with personal stories, in a conversational way, Brian engages the reader, and calls him or her to come out of the shadows and live to make Jesus visible by every means possible. 

			Ray Carroll, Founder of Fallen Pastors Ministries

			My friend Brian Edwards has written a book that every pastor and every Christian should read and take to heart. He identifies a major problem in contemporary Christianity—we are not making Jesus visible to the culture around us—and he is honest enough not to deny his own culpability. He does provide insight and motivation for changing that, however. 

			As I was finishing reading Visible Jesus just now, I had an overwhelming desire to immediately get up, go outside, and find someone to talk to about Jesus. I think you’ll have the same reaction.

			Brian is a good pastor, a fine preacher, and now I see that he is an excellent writer too!

			Don Davidson, Senior Pastor of First Baptist Alexandria, Virginia

			Brian has strategically forced us to look around at the absence of Jesus in our culture, but then he unexpectedly compels all to acknowledge His absence within us. This book will expose the emptiness in you and then lead you to seek only the Jesus centered life. A timely solution to an empty existence!

			Pastor Jon Bowman, Senior Pastor of Peace Haven Baptist Church

			Not only has Brian Edwards lived a life that makes Jesus visible, he now shows us through this new book, Visible Jesus, practical ways we too can make Jesus visible in our own daily lives. This is a must read for any Jesus follower who wants to make Jesus known to the people around them.

			Mark Neal, Lead Pastor, Hamilton Hills Church, Fishers, Indiana

		


		
			​Preface

			In no way do I feel worthy to write a book. Reading behind great pastors and authors makes me fully aware of all of my limitations and fully aware of the amazing resources readily available to Christians. 

			There has never been a time in my life when the voice of my insecurity hasn’t been whispering words of self-doubt in my ear, and to be completely honest, too often I have listened to that voice. However, this book isn’t about my qualifications; it is about a message that has consumed me. In Acts 4:20, the Holy Spirit filled Peter with a supernatural boldness. A few chapters earlier he followed Jesus afar off, denied that he was a disciple, and even went into hiding, but in Acts 4:20 he exclaimed, “for we cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard.” Being silent was not an option. 

			That’s how I feel about the words written on these pages. God has made this truth so big in my heart that I can’t keep it to myself. I have to speak out about what I have seen and heard. So this book called Visible Jesus isn’t about me, but it is ultimately about a truth that has consumed me, and I’ve written every word believing Jesus’ promise in 2 Corinthians 12:9, that His power is made perfect in our weakness. 

			Truly He is greater than any of our human limitations, and He works beyond our weaknesses to accomplish His great purposes. I have tried to be faithful to write what He has placed on my heart, and I pray He will use this book to inspire you to make Jesus visible.  

		


			


		
			​Dedication

			No one has influenced me more than you. No one has taught me to love God and His word more than you. No one else knew me as a rebellious teenage boy, and repeatedly reminded me that God had great plans for my life. Hundreds of people have called you pastor, thousands have called you preacher, but I am one of only three who has the privilege of calling you Daddy. 

		


		
			Contents

			Dedication

			Preface

			Acknowledgments

			Introduction

			Chapter 1: DO WE REALIZE 
THE PROBLEM?

			Chapter 2: YOU HAVE TO KNOW JESUS TO MAKE HIM VISIBLE 

			Chapter 3: TALK TO WHOMEVER, WHEREVER, WHENEVER

			Chapter 4: HIS LOVE FOR US, OUR LOVE FOR HIM, AND OUR LOVE FOR OTHERS

			Chapter 5: JESUS HAS TO BE BIGGER
TO YOU THAN YOU

			Chapter 6: VISIBLE JESUS IS WHO WE ARE AND WHAT WE DO

			Challenge: Don’t Just Read This, Live This

			Scripture References

			Notes





​Acknowledgments




			“I thank my God in all of my remembrance of you.” (Philippians 1:3) 

			After twenty-eight years of marriage, I am still discovering the enormous worth and value of my wife, Denise. She has graciously fulfilled a role that she never dreamed of having, and I couldn’t imagine my life in ministry without her. Hearing her say the words, “Brian, I believe God is really going to use this book,” encouraged me more than I could ever express.   
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			​Introduction

			Over the past few years I have traveled to more cities and states than I have at any other time in my life. I’ve been from Canada to California, from the southern part of Georgia to the southern part of Alaska, from the coast of Maine to the canyons of Wyoming, and so many other places in between. Since I’m starting to get a little older (very little), I’m noticing that I’m more aware of beautiful scenery and more apt to stop to soak it in. When I was younger, I was always on a mission, but now that I’m getting older, I’m realizing that I’m on a journey. The old saying “stop and smell the roses” means more now than it ever has before.

			However, over the past few years, it hasn’t been what I have seen in different cities and states that has grabbed my attention, but it’s been what I haven’t seen. When I stopped focusing on what I had to do, where I had to go, or what I wanted to see, and I started looking for Jesus, regardless of where I was, I didn’t see Him. Crowded streets in the Bible Belt, and busy restaurants in large, liberal metropolitan cities all had one thing in common—Jesus was virtually invisible. The more aware I became of His absence, the more aware I became of my need to make Him visible. 

			Visible Jesus wasn’t birthed in my heart as a result of my success in making Him visible; it was birthed in my heart as a result of the conviction I felt when I realized my failure to make Him visible. Instead of asking myself the question, “Why am I not seeing Jesus?” I started asking, “What am I doing every day to make Him known?” That question has changed my life.

			The greatest thing that could ever be said to a Christian would be, “You are a lot like Jesus,” but sadly there are very few people living their daily lives to earn that comparison. As a matter of fact, we’ve gotten so busy with our own lives and our own interest that we rarely even think about making Jesus visible. Seldom do we stop to share Jesus with the people we meet, but that has to change. As Christians, we have to start living with an awareness of our responsibility to make Him known. 

			We have to see that His identity is being intentionally erased from every aspect of community and culture—even in many churches. Like a teacher erases the blackboard at the end of a class period, the real Jesus of the Bible is being methodically and intentionally removed from the public square right before our eyes. We are witnessing the disappearance of Jesus in our nation, and we are the only ones who can change that. Christians are the only people on the planet who are capable of revealing Jesus to the world. That is our mission.

			Mark Driscoll wrote in his book, A Call to Resurgence, 

			We have been chosen by God to live at this time and in this culture with all its faults and flaws, as part of the church of Jesus Christ with all her faults and flaws, as people with all our own faults and flaws. Today we have an unprecedented opportunity for mission. Christendom may have died, but in that death there is a real opportunity for a resurgence of biblically faithful, personally humble, evangelistically fruitful, missional Christianity.

			People have seen our multimillion-dollar church buildings, they have heard our well-written songs, many of them have encountered our impactful programs, and they still aren’t convinced. Could it be because none of those things possess a fraction of the power of the person who is living to make Jesus visible? Steeples and sanctuaries, music and mid-week services, pews and programs will never be as effective as one Christian who lives to make Jesus visible. Will you be that Christian?

		


			


“Have you no wish for others to be saved? Then you’re not saved yourself, be sure of that!”

			Charles Haddon Spurgeon

		


			
		

OEBPS/Fonts/GandhiSerif-Italic.otf


OEBPS/Fonts/SymbolMT.ttf


OEBPS/Fonts/MonotypeCorsiva.TTF


OEBPS/Images/VisibleJesusLargeFrontRGB.jpg
VISIBLE JESUS

Living Every Day to Make Him Known

BRIAN EDWARDS





OEBPS/Fonts/GandhiSerif-Regular.otf


OEBPS/Fonts/Mate-Regular.otf


OEBPS/Fonts/Amaranth.otf


