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June 3, 2017

Dear Cassie,

Peace, love, and friendship to you and your family.

I was deeply distressed to hear of the misfortunes that have settled themselves upon your household, your person, and even your neighborhood. Considering how highly esteemed you were among the women of The Oaks during your years there, I found such news difficult to believe. Has it truly been so long since we last sat together that you have forgotten the way of the wise?

At first, I thought my ears had deceived me when whispers traveled through our chapter regarding your legal troubles, unruly children, and philandering husband, along with your participation in unnecessary confusion and idle conversation among those with flattering lips and wandering spirits. Yet after looking further into the matter, I discovered the rumors were not rumors at all. Did we not speak of such things at The Oaks? Did we not discuss the spiritual remedies for seasons such as these?

You must reclaim spiritual authority over your realm of existence. You are the keeper of your household and the guardian of its peace. Command the day in wisdom. Govern your words carefully. Walk in integrity and keep your thoughts upon the Most High God.

You have seen the powers of the Proverbs with your own eyes. You have witnessed what many pray their entire lives to witness, and now you allow the spirit within you to grow weary? My beloved Cassie, who has bewildered your spirit? How has your home come so near to ruin that it stands but three gift baskets away from despair? The season surrounding you is deeply troubling. By now, you must surely be exhausted in both mind and heart; nevertheless, all shall be restored in time, for wisdom is already on her way. As you well remember, she may always be found within the pages of the Proverbs.

Cassie, dear, there is very little the world offers women such as us anymore. Because of this, we hold tightly to the wisdom handed down through ancestors, elders, teachers, and sacred books. Wisdom comes at a great cost, yet she remains available to all who are willing to seek her. Those with ears to hear shall partake in her abundance of life rather than dwell among the barrel of fools. Surely you remember our many conversations on the matter.

How I wish the sea did not separate us. I would have much preferred to discuss these matters over tea while helping you restore order to your home myself. However, due to the burdens of my present schedule, I have arranged for Tiffani and Gladys to visit you during the Sabbath Strawberry Moon to assist you in setting the stage accordingly. Bishop Derek Patterson will arrive two days later. As you already know, there is strength in numbers.

Until then, reacquaint yourself with the Proverbs and their mighty wisdom, along with the reflections and instructions previously given to you in years past.

As you read, pay close attention to the names of God mentioned throughout these pages. As you are aware, many gods are worshiped throughout the earth, yet our God surpasses them all. Even our enemies understand this truth. Therefore, we must be certain we are calling upon the proper aspect of His nature during seasons of travail such as these.

In the meantime, reclaim your power. Hold fast to what you know to be true. Stand firmly in the presence of evil and command your spiritual authority to be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Gracefully yours,

Dominique Barthelemy
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The Names of God
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We believe in one Creator God, the all-seeing and everlasting God who fashioned the heavens and the earth and whose wisdom stretches beyond the understanding of mankind. Throughout Scripture, different names reveal various aspects of His divine nature, power, mercy, justice, provision, healing, and peace. In seasons of prayer, travail, rejoicing, or spiritual warfare, we call upon the aspect of His nature most fitting for the hour.

El-Shaddai
God Almighty, God of Mountains
Genesis 17:1; Psalm 91:1
Jehovah Gmolah
God of Recompense
Jeremiah 51:6
Jehovah Jireh
The Lord Will Provide
Genesis 22:13–14
Jehovah Maccaddeshem
The Sanctifier
Exodus 31:13; Leviticus 20:7–9
Jehovah Nissi
The Lord Our Banner
Exodus 17:15
Jehovah Rapha
The Lord Is My Healer
Exodus 15:26
Jehovah Rohi
The Lord Is My Shepherd
Psalm 23:1
Jehovah Sabbaoth
The Lord of Hosts
Isaiah 6:1–3; Malachi 1:6
Jehovah Shalom
The Lord Is Peace
Judges 6:24
Jehovah Shammah
The Lord Is Present
Ezekiel 48:35
Jehovah Tsidkenu
The Lord Our Righteousness
Jeremiah 23:6; 33:16
Jehovah Yahweh
Divine Salvation
Genesis 2:4
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Proverbs 1
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	The Proverbs of Solomon the son of David, king of Israel.

	To know wisdom and instruction; to perceive the words of understanding;

	To receive the instruction of wisdom, justice, and judgment, and equity;

	To give prudence to the simple, to the young man knowledge and discretion.

	A wise man will hear, and will increase learning; and a man of understanding will attain   wise counsel,

	To understand a proverb, and the interpretation; the words of the wise, and their dark   sayings.

	The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and   instruction.

	My son, hear the instruction of your father, and forsake not the law of your mother:

	For they will be an ornament of grace unto your head, and chains about your neck.

	My son, if sinners entice you, do not consent.

	If they say, Come with us, let us lay wait for blood, let us lurk secretly for the innocent   without cause;

	Let us swallow them up alive as the grave; and whole as those that go down into the pit:

	We shall find all precious substance, we shall fill our houses with spoil:

	Cast in thy lot among us; let us all have one purse:

	My son, do not walk with them; keep your feet from their path:

	For their feet run to evil, and make haste to shed blood.

	Surely in vain the net is spread in the sight of any bird.

	And they lay wait for their own blood; they lurk secretly for their own lives.

	So are the ways of every one that is greedy of gain; which takes away the life of the owners.

	Wisdom cries outside; she raises her voice in the streets.

	She cries in the chief places of streets, in the openings of the gates; in the city she speaks her words, saying,

	How long, you simple ones, will you love simplicity? and the scorners delight in their   scorning, and fools hate knowledge?

	Turn at my rebuke: I will pour out my spirit unto you, I will make known my words unto   you.

	Because I have called and you refused; I have stretched out my hand and no man regarded.

	But you have set at nothing my counsel, and did not want my reproof:

	I also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your fear comes;

	When your fear comes as a desolation, and your destruction comes as a whirlwind; when pain and sorrow comes upon you.

	Then they will call upon me, but I will not answer; they will seek me early, but they will not find me.

	For that they hated knowledge, and did not choose the fear of the LORD:

	They did not want my counsel: they despised all my reproof.

	Therefore they shall eat of the fruit of their own way, and be filled with their own devices.

	For the turning away of the simple shall slay them, and the prosperity of fools shall destroy them.

	But whoever listens to me will dwell safely, and will be secure from fear and evil.


✦ ✦ ✦

Ending Prayer

Keep me in the company of righteous men and women, dear Lord. Let me not be swayed by riches nor greed. Quiet my spirit from fear and deliver me from the evil of the day. Amen.

Chant

Friends that seek to lead me astray,
deliver me, Lord, from their presence this day.
Seeking Guidance and Direction

Return again to Verses 2 through 9. Light a white tea light candle and sit quietly within your sacred space while asking God for wisdom and direction concerning the matter before you.

As the candle burns, hold your petition gently within your thoughts. Envision the outcome you seek. What does it look like? How does peace feel once it arrives? Allow yourself to sit prayerfully with these questions while focusing upon the flame.

Remain in meditation for fifteen to thirty minutes, allowing the candle to burn completely out. Repeat this practice regularly until clarity, wisdom, or resolution comes forth.
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Proverbs 2
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	My son, if you will receive my words, and hide my commandments with you;

	So that you incline your ear unto wisdom, and apply your heart to understanding;

	Yes, if you cry after knowledge, and lift up your voice for understanding;

	If you seek her as silver, and search for her as a hidden treasure;

	Then will you understand the fear of the LORD, and find the knowledge of God.

	For the LORD gives wisdom: out of his mouth comes knowledge and understanding.

	He lays up sound wisdom for the righteous: he is a buckler to them that walk uprightly.

	He keeps the paths of judgment, and preserves the way of his saints.

	Then shall you understand righteousness, and judgment, and equity; yes, every good path.

	When wisdom enters into your heart, and knowledge is pleasant unto your soul;

	Discretion shall preserve you, understanding will keep you:

	To deliver you from the way of the evil man, from the man that speaks perverse things;

	From those who leave the paths of uprightness, to walk in the ways of darkness;

	Who rejoice to do evil, and delight in the perversity of the wicked;

	Whose ways are crooked, and they perverse in their paths:

	To deliver you from the strange woman, even from the stranger which flatters with her words;

	Which forsakes the guide of her youth, and forgets the covenant of her God.

	For her house sinks unto death, and her paths unto the dead.

	None that go unto her return again, neither do they take hold of the paths of life.

	So you may walk in the way of good men, and keep the paths of the righteous.

	For the upright will dwell in the land, and the perfect will remain in it.

	But the wicked will be cut off from the earth, and the transgressors shall be rooted out of it.


✦ ✦ ✦

Ending Prayer

Order my steps, Adonai, that my feet may not slip nor my path be widened toward destruction. Keep me from the snares of evil doers and from the flattering lips of the stranger. Preserve my spirit in wisdom, discernment, and truth. Amen.

Chant

My ears are closed to that which is wrong,
for the path of God shall keep me strong.
✦ ✦ ✦

Meditation on Wisdom

Wisdom is not merely knowledge gathered through books or conversation, but discernment rightly applied in moments of uncertainty. The wise seek understanding before reaction, stillness before assumption, and truth before emotion. Those who pursue wisdom diligently shall find themselves guarded from many unseen snares along the road of life.

Read this chapter slowly and return often to Verses 1 through 11. Allow the words to settle within your spirit until discernment becomes second nature and your heart begins to recognize peace from confusion and truth from deception.

✦ ✦ ✦

Seeking Discernment Before Commitment

On a Sunday, revisit Verses 7, 9, and 11 through 15 before accepting new employment, entering business arrangements, or making financial commitments.

Many opportunities appear righteous outwardly while concealing confusion beneath the surface. Sit prayerfully with these verses and ask God for discernment regarding the people, motives, and atmosphere surrounding the matter before you proceed.

If deception, manipulation, or hidden corruption is present, wisdom will often reveal what appearances attempt to conceal.

✦ ✦ ✦

Prayer for Discernment

Father God, let wisdom stand watch over my life. Keep me from agreements, conversations, and relationships that lead toward confusion or destruction. Sharpen my discernment and let my spirit recognize truth even when deception wears pleasant garments. Direct my steps according to righteousness and preserve my household in peace. Amen.

✦ ✦ ✦

Guarding the Covenant

On a Friday evening, return prayerfully to Verses 16 through 19 while holding your spouse and household in your thoughts. Where appropriate, place the names within the verses as a personal petition before God.

Remember that your home is part of your spiritual realm, and what enters through temptation, deception, and flattering speech must be guarded against with wisdom, prayer, and truth.

“No weapon formed against thee shall prosper.” — Isaiah 54:17

If you feel led, write the initials or name of the individual involved upon a small piece of parchment paper and place it beneath a candle while praying for restoration, clarity, peace, and divine order within your household. Allow the candle to burn completely while focusing your thoughts upon healing and protection.

Afterward, bury the parchment paper as a symbolic act of release, trusting the matter into God’s hands.

✦ ✦ ✦

The Path of the Upright

Read Verses 20 through 22 before beginning your day. Wisdom often reveals itself not through grand displays, but through small daily decisions repeated faithfully over time. The upright walk carefully, speak thoughtfully, and guard their hearts against paths that slowly lead toward destruction.

Ponder your steps before acting, your words before speaking, and your company before joining yourself with others.

✦ ✦ ✦

Trusting Divine Justice

Write the name of the individual or situation troubling your spirit upon a small piece of parchment
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