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​ Introduction

The promise of the Father was the
fulfillment of God’s prophecy through Joel. One result of the
Spirit’s coming would be prophetic revelation and the manifestation
of dreams and visions. We discover from Paul’s discussions of the
gifts in I Corinthian 12 that the Spirit is responsible for the
dispersion of the gifts. In the Abundant Truth Spiritual Gifts
Series, we will examine the gifts of the Spirit and their
operations in the New Testament Church.

In this publication:

This publication presents a solid
foundation for the plan, purpose, and operation of dreams and
visions. When Jesus made us citizens of the Kingdom, it came with
advantages. As members of the kingdom of God, we are eligible to
partake of the outpouring of the Spirit.

When Jesus made us citizens of the
Kingdom, it came with advantages. As members of the kingdom of God,
we are eligible to partake of the outpouring of the
Spirit.

The books of Joel and the Acts declare
that the direct result of the outpouring of the Spirit of God would
be revelation. Men and women could receive and communicate by the
Spirit of God; two ways this is done is through dreams and
visions.

And it shall come to pass afterward,
that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and
your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams,
your young men shall see visions. (Joel 2: 28)

But this is that which was spoken by
the prophet Joel; And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith
God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and
your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see
visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. (Acts 2:16,
17

In the first book of this two-part
series, we will discuss the differing manifestations of dreams and
visions. We will also explore the varying types and their role in
the Christian life.*****

​​ Chapter 1 - Dreams and
Visions in the Old Testament

Dreams and visions are historical
vehicles for the revelation of God. God would impart knowledge of
future events and impending dangers to His people through visions.
In this chapter, we will discuss the biblical history of dreams and
visions among the Old Testament patriarchs and prophets. We will
discover that dreams and visions are a common occurrence among the
people of the Lord. We can also benefit from them today.

The Old Testament is full of examples
of God using dreams and visions. The first biblical record of God
using a dream for communication is found in the twentieth chapter
of Genesis. Abraham had instructed Sarah to tell men wherever they
traveled that they were siblings rather than husband and wife. As a
result, in the land of the Gerar, king Abimelech, who planned to
take her as his own, brought her to his place. However, God
appeared to him in a dream,

But God came to Abimelech in a dream
by night, and said to him, Behold, thou art but a dead man, for the
woman which thou hast taken; for she is a man's wife. (Genesis
20:3)

This first recorded dream would mark
the beginning of a legacy of God speaking to men in dreams and
visions. In the Old Testament God used dreams and visions for
various reasons. To understand their roles in the lives of
Christians, we will consider a few biblical records. Dreams and
visions came from God to:

Establish Covenant &
Purpose

God used dreams to reveal His purpose.
Dreams and visions were given to bring men into a greater
understanding of God and His activities in the earth. His primary
modes of communication to His people were dreams and
visions.

And he said, Hear now my words: If
there be a prophet among you, I the Lord will make myself known
unto him in a vision, and will speak unto him in a dream. (Numbers
12:6)

In addition, God used dreams to
establish covenant and relationship with His Servants. God
established His covenant with Abraham and his descendants through
dreams and visions. He revealed to them what He would do for them
if they walk before Him in righteousness. Consider
Abraham:

After these things the word of the
Lord came unto Abram in a vision, saying, Fear not, Abram: I am thy
shield, and thy exceeding great reward. (Genesis 15:1).

Consider Jacob:

And Jacob went out from Beersheba, and
went toward Haran. And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on
the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven: and behold the
angels of God ascending and descending on it. And, behold, the Lord
stood above it, and said, I am the Lord God of Abraham thy father,
and the God of Isaac: the land whereon thou liest, to thee will I
give it, and to thy seed. (Genesis 28:10, 12-13)

Warn of Future
Events

God sent dreams and visions in the Old
Testament to warn His servants of impending danger. Dreams and
visions provided warning and protection to the servants of the
Lord. When they faced dangers or even God’s judgment, God would
warn them through these modes of revelation.

Behold, thou art but a dead man, for
the woman which thou hast taken... (Genesis 20:3)

This is what the Lord did for
Abimelech from our opening scripture. God appeared to the king in a
dream warning him to restore Sarah to Abraham or there would be
consequences.

Dreams and visions were used to
foretell future world and natural events. God used dreams to reveal
future famines and kingdoms. These were done to establish His
sovereignty over all the earth. He revealed to Pharaoh the famine
that was to come upon the earth.

And Joseph said unto Pharaoh, The
dream of Pharaoh is one: God hath shewed Pharaoh what he is about
to do. Behold, there come seven years of great plenty throughout
all the land of Egypt: And there shall arise after them seven years
of famine; and all the plenty shall be forgotten in the land of
Egypt; and the famine shall consume the land; And the plenty shall
not be known in the land by reason of that famine following; for it
shall be very grievous. And for that the dream was doubled unto
Pharaoh twice; it is because the thing is established by God, and
God will shortly bring it to pass (Genesis 41:25,
29-32).

He also revealed to Nebuchadnezzar the
future of his kingdom.

But there is a God in heaven that
revealeth secrets, and maketh known to the king Nebuchadnezzar what
shall be in the latter days. Thy dream, and the visions of thy head
upon thy bed, are these; As for thee, O king, thy thoughts came
into thy mind upon thy bed, what should come to pass hereafter: and
he that revealeth secrets maketh known to thee what shall come to
pass (Daniel 2:28-29).

Encourage His
Servants

God also used dreams and visions to
encourage His servants concerning future ministries. God revealed
to Joseph his future ministry and leadership through dreams. He had
these dreams approximately thirteen years before their
fulfillment.

And he said unto them, Hear, I pray
you, this dream which I have dreamed: For, Behold, we were binding
sheaves in the field, and, lo, my sheaf arose, and also stood
upright; and, behold, your sheaves stood round about, and made
obeisance to my sheaf. He dreamed yet another dream, and told it
his brethren, and said, Behold, I have dreamed a dream more; and,
behold, the sun and the moon and the eleven stars made obeisance to
me. (Genesis 37:6, 7, 9)

God also used dreams and visions to
encourage His servants in difficult times. God used dreams and
visions to encourage His servants. He gave Jacob a dream to comfort
him during his stay with Laban.

And it came to pass at the time that
the cattle conceived, that I lifted up mine eyes, and saw in a
dream, and, behold, the rams which leaped upon the cattle were
ringstraked, speckled, and grisled. And the angel of God spake unto
me in a dream, saying, Jacob: And I said, Here am I. And he said,
Lift up now thine eyes, and see, all the rams which leap upon the
cattle are ringstraked, speckled, and grisled: for I have seen all
that Laban doeth unto thee (Genesis 31:10-12).

God also gave Gideon’s enemies a dream
that encouraged him to go to battle.

And when Gideon was come, behold,
there was a man that told a dream unto his fellow, and said,
Behold, I dreamed a dream, and, lo, a cake of barley bread tumbled
into the host of Midian, and came unto a tent, and smote it that it
fell, and overturned it, that the tent lay along. And his fellow
answered and said, This is nothing else save the sword of Gideon
the son of Joash, a man of Israel: for into his hand hath God
delivered Midian, and all the host. (Judges 7:13-14)

Dreams and visions were a common
occurrence since the beginning. They served many purposes. The
Bible is full of accounts of dreams and visions (not mentioned
above). They were and still are an important part of God’s
communication to His people. With the establishment of the New
Covenant, dreams and visions still proved to be a valuable resource
to receive revelation from God.

*****

​​​ Chapter 2 – Dreams and Visions in the New
Testament

Dreams and visions continued into the
New Testament and after the birth of the Church. God granted them
as He deemed necessary. They proved to be effective means of
communication. Here are some New Testament records of the
manifestation of dreams and visions.

Foretell Future
Events

God gave Joseph and Mary dreams and
visions to foretell and announce Jesus’ birth. He allowed the angel
Gabriel to appear to them in dreams and visions to give them
instructions concerning the Christ.

But while he thought on these things,
behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying,
Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy
wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. And
she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS:
for he shall save his people from their sins. (Matthew
1:20-21)

And the angel came in unto her, and
said, Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the Lord is with thee:
blessed art thou among women. And when she saw him, she was
troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind what manner of
salutation this should be. And the angel said unto her, Fear not,
Mary: for thou hast found favour with God. And, behold, thou shalt
conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his
name Jesus.

While in exile on the island of
Patmos, God foretold the future end of all things to John through
visions.

Who bare record of the word of God,
and of the testimony of Jesus Christ, and of all things that he
SAW. (Revelation 1:2, Emphasis Mine)

Encourage His
Servants

Dreams and visions were used by
encourage servants of Christ. Stephen had a vision of Christ at his
stoning. Stephen was allowed to see the heavens opened. He saw
Christ standing at the right of God.

But he, being full of the Holy Ghost,
looked up stedfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and
Jesus standing on the right hand of God. (Acts 7:55)

This vision provided encouragement and
comfort to Stephen who would become one the Church’s first
martyrs.

Cornelius had a vision of Gabriel
encouraging him that God had heard his prayers and received his
good works. Cornelius received a vision from God instructing him to
send for Peter. God allowed his eyes to perceive the angel of the
Lord speaking to him.

He saw in a vision evidently about the
ninth hour of the day an angel of God coming in to him, and saying
unto him, Cornelius. And when he looked on him, he was afraid, and
said, What is it, Lord? And he said unto him, Thy prayers and thine
alms are come up for a memorial before God. (Acts
10:3-4)

Provide Instruction and
Direction

The apostles had a vision of the angel
of the Lord who gave them directions for ministry. After being
thrown in prison, the apostles saw the angel of the Lord who gave
them instructions on where to preach next.

But the angel of the Lord by night
opened the prison doors, and brought them forth, and said, Go,
stand and speak in the temple to the people all the words of this
life. (Acts 5:19-20)

Peter had a vision on the rooftop
instructing Him concerning God’s plan to receive the Gentiles into
the faith. God gave Peter a vision (through a trance) while he was
waiting to eat. This would herald the entrance of the Gentiles into
the Christian faith.

And he became very hungry, and would
have eaten: but while they made ready, he fell into a trance, And
saw heaven opened, and a certain vessel descending unto him, as it
had been a great sheet knit at the four corners, and let down to
the earth: Wherein were all manner of fourfooted beasts of the
earth, and wild beasts, and creeping things, and fowls of the air.
And there came a voice to him, Rise, Peter; kill, and eat. (Acts
10:10-13)

Paul received a vision directing him
to go to Macedonia. While traveling and ministering, Paul received
a vision, which demanded his entrance into Macedonia with the
Gospel.

And a vision appeared
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