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DEDICATION
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The Solomon Family

The Franklin Family
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and especially to my children,
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· · ·

A WORD BEFORE YOU BEGIN

Welcome, beloved. You are holding more than a book; you are holding an invitation. An invitation to draw near to God, to dig deeper than you ever have before, and to build something that will outlast you: a family altar that burns with the presence of God.

This is not your typical devotional. I did not write it to be skimmed over coffee and forgotten by lunch. I wrote it to confront you, to comfort you, and to call you higher. Over the next thirty days, we are going to deal honestly with the things families actually wrestle with, broken trust, generational patterns, strife under one roof, wayward children, grief, betrayal, the weight of finances, the silence between people who once were close. We will not pretend these things away. We will bring them to the altar.

My prayer is that by the time you reach Day 30, you will not be the same person who opened to Day 1. I believe God wants to do a deep work in you and through you, so that your home becomes a place where heaven feels at home.

WHY PRAYER, AND WHY DAILY

Prayer is not a religious formality. It is the breath of relationship. When we pray, we are not informing a distant God of things He does not know; we are leaning into a Father who already knows, and who longs for the company of His children. Jesus Himself, the very Son of God, withdrew often to pray. If the One who needed nothing still made time to commune with the Father, how much more do we?

The reason I press you toward daily prayer is simple: families are not built in a single moment of crisis but in the quiet, unseen consistency of seeking God day after day. A fire does not stay lit by itself. It must be tended. Sporadic prayer produces sporadic peace. But the home where prayer rises every morning becomes a home where the enemy finds the doors guarded and the air too holy to linger in.

Give God the firstfruits of your day. Not the leftovers, not the scraps of your attention after the world has already drained you, the first and the best. When you set your heart toward Him before your feet hit the floor, you are declaring that He, not your circumstances, will set the tone for your day and your household.

WHY YOU MUST READ THE WORD

Prayer and the Word are the two wings of the same bird; you will not fly far on one alone. Prayer is how we speak to God, and the Word is how God speaks to us. A prayer life without the Word becomes our own thoughts echoing back to us. The Word without prayer becomes information we never let touch our hearts.

Every day in this devotional you are given an anchor scripture and a section called “Going Deeper”, additional passages to read on your own. Do not skip them. I have chosen them on purpose. They are the roots beneath the tree. The devotional reading will feed you for the day, but the Word will feed you for a lifetime. Open your own Bible. Read the surrounding verses. Let the Holy Spirit highlight a phrase and sit with it. The goal is not to finish the reading; the goal is to let the reading finish something in you.

HOW EACH DAY IS BUILT

Each of the thirty days is structured to take you on a journey from hearing to doing. Here is what you will find:

ANCHOR SCRIPTURE: The verse the day is built upon. Read it slowly. Read it more than once.

THE DEVOTIONAL: A meaty teaching that opens up the theme and applies it to the realities of family life. This is the heart of the day.

PROPHETIC DECLARATIONS: Faith-filled statements rooted in scripture that you will speak aloud over your day and your household. We do not declare to manipulate God; we declare to align ourselves with what He has already said. Speaking the Word is how we agree with heaven.

GOING DEEPER: Additional passages for personal study, so you can chase the theme further into the Word on your own.

REFLECTION & JOURNAL: Honest questions designed to make you think, with room to respond in a prayer journal of your own. Do not rush past this. The writing is where revelation becomes ownership.

A PRAYER: A model prayer to close the day, which you are free to pray as written or to make your own.

HOW TO DECLARE THE DECLARATIONS

Prophetic declaration is the practice of speaking God’s revealed will out loud, in faith, until your soul comes into agreement with it. The Scripture tells us that death and life are in the power of the tongue. What you repeatedly say, you begin to believe; what you believe, you begin to live.

When you reach the declarations each day, do not whisper them or read them silently. Speak them aloud. Put your name in them. Put your family’s names in them. Declare them over the empty rooms of your house before they are filled, and over the sleeping faces of your children. You are not speaking to the air; you are enforcing in the natural what is already settled in the spirit.

HOW TO INCORPORATE THIS INTO YOUR DAY

Choose a set time and a set place. The body of Christ has always understood the power of the fixed hour and the consecrated space. Daniel had his upper room and his three set times. Jesus had the garden. Find your corner, a chair, a kitchen table, a closet, and let it become an altar by the consistency of your meeting God there.

Begin with a few moments of stillness. Quiet your heart before you speak a word. Then read the anchor scripture and the devotional. Speak the declarations aloud. Sit with the reflection questions and respond in your journal, honestly, without editing yourself, as though no one will ever read it but you and God. Close with the prayer. The whole rhythm can be done in fifteen to twenty unhurried minutes, but do not be surprised if some mornings you cannot leave the chair.

If you have a family, consider making this a shared altar. Gather your spouse, your children, your household, even one other person, and walk through a portion together. There is a unique authority released when a family agrees in prayer. Heaven moves where two or three gather in His name.

Be patient with yourself. You may miss a day. The enemy will tell you to quit because you broke the streak. Ignore him. Grace is not a streak; it is a Person. Pick the book back up and keep building. The altar is not measured by your perfection but by your return.

A BLESSING OVER YOU

Before you turn to Day One, receive this: God is not waiting for your family to be perfect before He moves into it. He is moving in, and He will perfect what concerns you as you make room. May the next thirty days mark a before and an after in the story of your household. May your altar burn and never go out.

With love and expectation for what God will do, Apostle Sathena Solomon

Apostle Sathena Solomon
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Building a House of Prayer

· · ·

ANCHOR SCRIPTURE

Joshua 24:15

And if it seem evil unto you to serve the LORD, choose you this day whom ye will serve... but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.

THE DEVOTIONAL

Before Joshua spoke those famous words, he had watched a generation rise and fall on the strength of a single decision: who would they serve? Notice that he did not say, “I hope my house turns out alright.” He said, “As for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.” That is the language of an altar-builder. An altar is simply a place where a decision is made and maintained, where heaven and a household meet on purpose.

Every home is being built around something. If you do not deliberately set God at the center, the culture, the calendar, the screens, and the wounds will gladly take His place. A family altar is your declaration that the God of heaven will be the foundation of your house and not merely a guest invited in for emergencies. It is the deliberate, repeated act of gathering your heart, and where possible your loved ones, before the Lord.

Do not be intimidated by the word altar. You do not need an ornate setting or perfect words. Abraham built altars of uncut stone along the road of his journey, marking the places where God met him. Your altar may be a chair before dawn, a kitchen table after the children sleep, a corner of a noisy apartment. What makes it an altar is not the furniture but the surrender. It is where you lay yourself down and let God speak.

Here is the deeper challenge: an altar must be tended. The fire on the altar in the book of Leviticus was never to go out; the priest fed it every morning. Our problem is rarely that we cannot start; it is that we do not return. So begin today by choosing your altar, your place, and your time. Decide it the way Joshua decided it, out loud and on purpose. Then come back tomorrow, and the next day, and let consistency do what intensity never could.

The home where God is daily sought becomes a home the enemy cannot easily occupy. You are not too late, and your family is not too far gone. The altar you build today becomes the inheritance your children stand on tomorrow.

PROPHETIC DECLARATIONS

Speak these aloud over yourself and your household today:

“As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord; my home is dedicated to Him.”


Joshua 24:15


“I build an altar in my home, and the fire of God’s presence will not go out.”


Leviticus 6:13


“The Lord is the foundation of my house, and what He builds shall not be in vain.”


Psalm 127:1


GOING DEEPER

On your own, open your Bible and read these passages, letting the Holy Spirit speak: Joshua 24:14-18; Genesis 12:7-8; Leviticus 6:8-13; Psalm 127:1-2.

A PRAYER TO CLOSE

Father, I choose this day. As for me and my house, we will serve You. Be the foundation and the fire of my home. Teach me to build an altar that I will faithfully tend, and let Your presence dwell here. In Jesus’ name, amen.

REFLECTION & JOURNAL


1.  What is currently at the center of your home, honestly? What occupies the most time, energy, and emotional space?

2.  Where and when will your altar be? Name the specific place and time you are committing to meet with God.

3.  What would it look like for your family to “serve the Lord” in a practical way this week?


Use a prayer journal to write your responses, and to record your own prayer as you close the day.
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