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––––––––
[image: ]


[image: ]

––––––––
[image: ]


Introduction 

SCHOOL STARTED OUT like any other day. The students were sitting in their homeroom waiting for the announcements of the day. Among the students sat four best friends who love to solve mysteries that occur at the school. This has taken them on some interesting adventures during the school day. 

In the small town of Tibbett, Ohio, there stood an ordinary School called United Middle School with rolling hills and lush, growing plants surrounding it. The school used for students during the day, but at night and on weekends, it housed community activities. The building was the color of fire-red, with tall glass windows and rows lined with lockers. 

A typical day at United Middle School started with a loud bell telling students to go to their homerooms. Laughter and talking happened as students made their way to their classes. Friends were glad to be together, and teachers were sharing what was happening in their classes that day. 

The four friends looked forward to each day. Each day brought another adventure for them to investigate. Jake, Emily, Amy, and Max lived right down the street from the school. In fact, their parents were neighbors. The four students were best friends and formed a close-knit group that loved to solve mysteries that happened around the school during the day and play together in the evening before it was time to go to bed. Because of their love of problem-solving, they earned the reputation as the school’s very own mystery solvers, known as the Young Investigators. 
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JAKE IS THE NATURAL leader of the group. He has a keen sense of justice and the ability to listen and collaborate with others. He is the glue that holds the group together. Jake is tall for his age, with a big mop of brown hair on top of his head, and he smiles a lot. He’s always the first to jump into action whenever he sees something out of place. But his leadership was never about being in charge; instead, he liked to have input from every member of his group, and his friends were helpful in that aspect. His friends knew they were better together than if they struck out on their own. 

Emily is a cautious and analytical person. She was always right by Jake’s side, helping him solve every single case. She has a knack for noticing details that others miss. Her cautious nature comes from a desire to be precise in all she does, and she is very thorough in her investigations. Emily’s dark eyes seem to see right through situations that others overlook. She can look at a puzzle and solve it right away, and she is also able to dissect information. Despite her tendency to be methodical, she embraces the group’s adventures, although it causes her to step out of her comfort zone. 

Amy is an imaginative dreamer and the very heart of the group. She sees the world through a lens of wonder, often envisioning things that aren’t there and making the most mundane things come alive. Amy’s vivid imagination and creativity often lead to solutions in their mysteries. She has auburn hair, always adorned with a colorful clip or ribbon that bounces as she walks through the halls, letting everyone know she’s there. She can get lost in her thoughts as she goes about her day. Amy’s curiosity is boundless; she believes there is a mystery around every corner of the school, just waiting for her and her gang to solve. 

Max is the skeptical one in the group. He’s practical and grounded, often questioning everything someone presents as a mystery. Max balances the team’s dynamics with his quiet strength, sturdy build, and calm demeanor. Although he’s skeptical at first, Max learns to trust the bond with his friends, relying on their support and guidance when they don’t know what’s happening around them. 

On many days at United Middle School, the four friends find themselves in the middle of a mystery. Some days, they walk into the school building, and Mr. Thompson calls them over right away, saying, “Hey, something is happening; we need you to solve it.” Principal Thompson is a kindhearted man with a sense of humor, and he has taken to calling them the Young Investigators of the United Middle School. So, whenever there is a problem at the school, a mystery to be solved, or an incident that has occurred, he calls them into his office with a twinkle in his eye and asks them to look into the situation and see what is happening. Principal Thompson relies on their sharp minds and determination to find out what is going on in the school. 
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The Disappearing Letter 

“HEY MAX, LOOK HERE,” said Jake as Max was getting to his locker. 

“What is that? A letter in your hand?” asked Max. 

“Yeah. I don’t know where it came from. Let’s ask the girls,” Jake said as they headed over to where the girls were standing. “Look,” said Jake. 

“Let’s look inside,” said Emily. 

Jake opened the letter. With a frown on his face, he turned the letter over, still looking baffled. He looked at the group. 

“'Young Investigators'—that's us,” Jake said, referring to the letter.

“Here, let me read it,” said Emily. “It says: 

This letter is not lost, but it has been hidden where the past meets the present. You take four steps ahead, three steps behind, and one step to the left. Then, you might find the truth. Just know 

That what you think you see might not be real. It ends with the signature of Al. 

“This is a mystery. I wonder if it involves only us. Either way, we have some investigating to do,” said Amy. 

“This could be a prank,” Jake pointed out. 

“Yes,” said Max, “or something serious. I guess that’s what we need to find out.” 

“Let’s go to the library. Maybe we can figure out what this letter means,” said Jake. 

Finding a table in the library, the Young Investigators sat down with the letter in hand. Mrs. Shanks came over with another letter. 

“Here is a letter that I found on my desk, addressed to the Young Investigators,” whispered Mrs. Shanks. 

“Thanks, Mrs. Shanks,” Emily said, taking the letter. She opened it. 

Maybe if you go to the janitor’s room, you might find what you want. Have fun on your hunt. Find Al. 

“Interesting. It seems whoever this is wants us to search for answers,” said Jake. 

The four friends got up and left the library. As they walked to the janitor’s closet, they looked around to make sure they were not missing anything. When they entered the closet, they found a dusty yearbook on the desk. 

“Let’s look at the yearbook. Maybe it has a clue,” said Emily. 

Max walked around, looking at supplies, shelves, and cords, while the other three looked through the yearbook. 

“Max, come here! Look between the pages. There’s a poem hidden here,” said Jake. 

The poem hinted at the past. As they puzzled over it, Emily found a magnifying glass. She walked over and looked at a picture showing students from the past. Under the picture, the words read: 

The past still lives. 

“This does not make sense to me,” said Amy. 

“Follow me,” Jake said. He led his friends down the hall. “We need to go to class. The bell just rang, and it's the second period.” 

Each class Max, Jake, Emily, and Amy went into contained another letter. Each letter referred to the first one. 

“This sure is a mystery to solve,” said Amy. 

After school, the Young Investigators asked Principal
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