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  For the love of stories








  
  Introduction To The Draoithe Saga
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Draoithe Saga



Steamy hot, wickedly delicious paranormal romance, magical realism, and urban fantasy stories set in a dream to live for!
Those who come to Draoithe aid in the fight to restore the magical balance of the dream, one couple at a time. 
Grab a good drink, curl up in a good seat, choose a book from the Saga, and escape into the dream while you meet the men and women who call it home. 
Draoithe is a world in which myths, legends, and fairytales walk among the strange and wonderful. 
They often find balance in a lifemate, and the magic from the past lives again! 
Welcome to the dream...
Steamy Urban Fantasy and Paranormal Romance Stories with Fated Mates 18+ HEA! NC!
***Warning: Adult Themes, Fantasy Violence, and/or Explicit Sexual Situations. Intended for a Mature Audience.
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A Note from Ophelia Kee

Note to the Reader: 
A saga is defined as a long story of heroic achievement, especially a medieval prose narrative often found in Old Norse or Old Icelandic. It’s a form of the novel in which the members of a social group chronicle a long story detailing a dramatic history. 
Compartmentalized in several miniseries for easier reading, the Draoithe Saga tells the story of the founding of an immortal kingdom in the Leaindeail to combat those responsible for unbalancing the magic of the dream. It’s told through the eyes of those connected with its creation and the readers see the story through tales of couples who find hope through their connection to Draoithe. 
The central time frame is the year 2016, although pertinent information from the past reveals itself as the characters understand it. The central place is an eerily familiar yet magical realist, Tyler, Texas. As the tale draws out, other kingdoms set in other locations interact with the Druid pack to bring about the end of Peter Elliot and restore the balance of magic, so those tales, too, became a part of the Draoithe Saga as well. Cameo appearances of characters from other tales are common. Overlapping scenes from the events often relates alternate perspectives as the story unfolds. 



Watch the trailer, research videos, vlogs, and more on YouTube.
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Subscribe to Ophelia Kee on YouTube
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Vampire Panther
Royal Council Volume 3
A Draoithe Saga Tale

Supernatural magic and a quest for answers

Lily Sanders used to be a shifter in hiding, working as a chef in the Domhain. When those hunting immortals for Peter Elliot, a powerful man mixing magic and illegal medical experiments, discover her secret, her quiet life comes to a quick end. After an abduction and a horrific captivity, Lily escapes, but she needs answers and a place for recovery as she realizes she’ll never be the same. Hurt and exhausted, she takes her anger and frustration out on a man who means her no harm when the dream leads her to Draoithe. 
Lieutenant Ryker Talbert is a man haunted by his past and searching for the truth about his future. After a fateful encounter with a wild panther which nearly kills him, Ryker seizes an opportunity to become a vampire and take control over his destiny. But with power comes responsibility, and Ryker’s newfound abilities draw him into a dark realm of mystery and danger which he never could have imagined.
As Ryker reunites with his former colonel, he discovers magic and creatures beyond his wildest dreams. With dragons, shifters, and other supernatural beings lurking in the shadows, Ryker must navigate a treacherous landscape filled with new rules and hidden dangers. But what he seeks most of all is the answer to the question which has plagued him since his transformation: what happened to the panther who nearly killed him? Lily Sanders is the one thing he needs to understand the most.
Vampire Panther is the third Volume in Ophelia Kee’s Royal Council miniseries. A fast-paced, thrilling adventure filled with steamy paranormal romance and dark urban fantasy. Vampire Panther will keep readers immersed in the dream until the very end. With mystical characters, dark magic, and a shadowy evil from the past, it’s a must-read for anyone who enjoys steamy paranormal romance and dark urban fantasy.
It’s not just a story, it’s an experience. Welcome to the dream…

Urban Fantasy with Steamy Paranormal Romance and Fated Mates 18+ HEA! NC! 
***Warning: Adult Themes, Fantasy Violence, and/or Explicit Sexual Situations. Intended for a Mature Audience.
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Ryker Talbert

Lieutenant Ryker Talbert
Ryker was a career military man. He served under Luke Mendez for years, but the last mission was too much. After running into a crazy medical experimentation cleanup in Seattle when he left the military, he decided maybe he needed to talk to Luke about the last mission they did. But before he ever made it to the Colonel’s house, a panther mauled him and a vampire offered him a chance to live as an immortal. He took the chance.
AKA: Ryker
Smells like: sandalwood and almonds
Garage Foreman of Draoithe
Mate: Lily 
Blonde hair
Blue eyes
6‘0“ tall
225 lbs
47 years old
Panther shifter and Vampire-zduhaci unbound
Ryker learns the panther who mauled him and left him for dead was his hurt life mate. He wants to heal her, even though she killed him. His only chance to live was to accept the dark gift. But he is a creati, not the average vampire, and finds he can’t leave Draoithe without becoming a hunted man in vampire societies because an unbound zduhaci isn’t permissible. Vampires exterminate them.
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Lily Sanders
Lily Sanders
Lily was a chef with a secret. She was also a panther shifter. When she escaped a horrible kidnapping ordeal, she mauled a man whom she mistook for one of her attackers. When the leaders of Draoithe took her in and granted her sanctuary, the man she mauled and killed has been turned into a hybrid panther vampire in order to save him. Her panther claims the man as her life mate. Even weak and hurting, she still wants Ryker for herself.
AKA: Little Kitten
Smells like: coconut and kiwi
Head Chef of Nevermore Fine Dining
Mate: Ryker
Black hair 
Golden eyes
5‘3“ tall
130 lbs
42 years old
Panther shifter-alpha
Lily needs Ryker’s magic talents to regain her health, but once she’s healthy, she wastes no time claiming Ryker and joining the Druid pack.
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Dear Reader, 

Vampire Panther is Volume 3

in the Royal Council Miniseries.

I hope you enjoy it all.

For more information, 

please join my group of

Newsletter Friends
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Newsletter Friends


Welcome to the dream...









  
  Note to the Reader


The story of Vampire Panther occurs simultaneously as the events of Vampire Knight and Dream Walker, but the focus in this tale is on an ex-military lieutenant in need of help and a broken panther shifter who is determined to claim him as her own. This is not a standalone read. Scenes in this story will intersect with the next miniseries, Valkyrie Riders. I have attempted to offer the alternate perspective for overlapping scenes wherever possible. Thank you for reading in the dream. - OK 








  
  Quiet and Unremarked

Artie, Eli, and Nadine


Andrei slipped out to hunt, and Nadine made her way to the kitchen. Artie and Eli were sipping tea. Artie nodded at the microwave, and Nadine found a heaping plate of food leftover from dinner.  
Nadine smiled her thanks and joined the two women at the table to eat. Artie was speaking of the panther, Lily. She wasn’t continuing to heal. She seemed to have an illness of the mind. Lily faded slowly.
Broken by her ordeal, she was suffering both mentally and physically. Artie had used white magic to make her physically whole, but she was sore. It concerned Eli when her dreams were stuck in an infinite loop, as Isabell’s had been when she first arrived. Her recent experience was more than she could come back from.
“It’s worse than it had been with Isabell. She’s not just broken, the fear is consuming her. She will fade if we can’t figure out what to do.” 
Eli vented her frustration to Artie.
“How did you help Isabell?” Nadine asked. 
Perhaps they could do something similar for Lily.
“We didn’t. Javier did it. He took her part. He protected her even from Luke, not that he was ever a threat to her. Javier refused to leave her side. When her dreams circled as Lily’s are now, I sent him into her dream to lead her out. She would recognize him, but not me. He blocked her mind from being able to access the negativity in her dream state,” Eli noted.
“When he slept on the couch to protect her, she crawled into his arms where she felt safe. He held her tight, and her anxiety melted away. She used his strength to heal herself. Whenever she gets nervous or anxious, Javier shows up, opens his arms, and she goes straight to him. If her flames have come out, he takes them into himself and waits until she calms.” Artie explained.
“How can he take her flames?” Nadine asked. 
She had seen him do it once and wondered how it was possible. It seemed strange.
“It’s amazing. He never got burned, never shied away from her. Her phoenix linked with him. He passed out from the excess magic. When he came to, Isabell bonded him to her before he’d even been a direwolf for a week. He’s a bit of a direwolf and a bit of a keeper of the flame.” 
That entire scenario still awed Eli.
“Isabell’s phoenix spoke to Javier from the moment they met. He fell for her so hard and so fast. When Isabell claimed him, he swore the magic took him. When the magic had him, he responded to no one but her. He overdosed on magic and wandered around like a drunken man who was hungover for about four days before he absorbed all the magic into himself.” 
Artie explained with a hint of a smile, amused by the situation.
“He could’ve died. What they did was dangerous, but both still argue it was out of their control. Both would do it again. I would prefer no one ever do it again.” 
Eli offered the last in a whisper, as if the risk Javier and Isabell had taken were far more than she was comfortable with. She loved Javier. Seeing him hurt bothered her. No one wanted to see anyone else suffering. It was personal for Eli.
“Ryker’s been asking after her. He’s bound to tell her thanks for turning him into a vampire panther. He thinks she’s responsible and is dying to speak with her. Ryker’s crazy.” 
“Maybe she could use a friend. Someone who doesn’t have a lot of responsibilities. If you think Lily’s up to a little company, Ryker could be a distraction if nothing else,” Nadine offered.
“He’s a vampire, and they have charm. If he was a perfect gentleman and promised not to upset her, it might help. She has her days and nights confused right now and keeps falling asleep during the day, so Eli hasn’t been able to dreamwalk with her.” Artie was nodding. 
“Ryker might keep her company, ease her suffering, and be a friend. Being alone for too long allows her mind to dwell on the negative. A little positive masculine attention would be good for her as well. She’s scared to death of all the men here except Andrei.” Eli added.
“He murmurs, and he never acts threatening. It’s part of the vampire allure. Ryker talks like that, too.” Nadine offered.
“Let me ask her if she’s awake. She’s less likely to say no to me. I’m alpha and a cat, too. Maybe she’ll try it.”
Eli would try anything to help the panther shifter. None of them wanted to see her fade after everything she had endured.
Artie looked at Nadine.
“Would you speak with Ryker? He’s on the porch with Javier.” 
Artie looked contrite. 
She rarely spoke to the men without Fox and never to an unbonded male. Andrei called her a true submissive. She took her strength from Fox. Irritating her alpha male didn’t work for the arctic fox.
Her relationship with Fox was old and different. He’d been born as both a Druid king with magic and an immortal shifter. He loved her beyond reason and denied her nothing.
She didn’t like to cross the mild-mannered, easy-going alpha male. The power Fox wielded was immense. Nadine could understand why Artie wouldn’t want it turned against her. 
Nadine nodded. Artie smiled, a bit relieved. Nadine took her empty plate to the sink to wash up. Speaking with Ryker didn’t pose the same problems for her. Andrei was not a shifter, and she wasn’t a true submissive to him, either.
“Thanks for saving me a plate,” Nadine said as she was leaving the kitchen.
“I figured you’d need it.” 
Artie smiled a crooked, wicked, and conspiratorial smile. Nadine laughed as she went in search of Ryker. 
If Eli was an alpha, Artie had a unique power, quiet and unremarked, but serious. 






  
  Without Hesitation

Nadine/Ryker


Nadine 
Nadine found him on the front porch with Javier. The two were sharing a joint, relaxing together. Both had two forms of magic which turned them. They were both different from other second order shifters in that respect. 
Neither was upset by their situation. Quite the contrary, they were both decidedly happy about their lives. Both seemed to live life to the fullest. Ryker weirdly also preferred coffee to tea. 
The joints they shared were fragrant. Shifters rarely chose coffee and most drugs had a minimal effect, so shifters usually rarely imbibed. Weed had a more lasting effect, and he wasn’t used to the vampire metabolism to handle much alcohol yet. 
Andrei shared information with her almost as a form of his meditation in the afternoons. It gave Nadine some rare insights into the other people at Draoithe.
“Ryker, I have a request from Eli and Artie concerning Lily.” 
Nadine smiled. Ryker immediately perked up at the mention of Lily. She’d almost killed him. She’d been the reason for him becoming zduhaci unbound. 
Andrei’s blood had mixed with her shifter blood as he became an immortal, so he could shift into a vampire black panther. He had red eyes with cat-like elliptical pupils and hollow venom-producing fangs in his panther form. He was more of a vampire than a panther, but the shifter side existed. 
He could change his guise and look like any other vampire, near human in appearance, with pointed ears, claws, fangs, and signature red eyes. But his vampire eyes always had cat pupils. 
“Can I see her? Is she any better?” he asked.
Ryker had asked about Lily for days. Andrei had remarked it to Nadine. It had seemed odd to Andrei when the man wanted information on the panther before he would drink to stave off the thirst. Ryker had asked after Lily every night since coming to Draoithe.
“She’s stable at the moment. They abused her. Artie and Eli think she might fade. She’s weak, and her situation broke her mind. She needs rest and healing. Only, she’s too weak to heal quickly. Artie placed her in a coma-like state for a bit. She experienced severe damage. Her flight depleted what they left of her reserve energy. She doesn’t eat well. Eli wondered if you might help.” 
Ryker frowned at hearing Lily’s condition. He didn’t like that she wasn’t better. Nadine smiled when Ryker immediately nodded that he’d be willing to help. Ryker was interested in Lily, and no one could quite figure it out. If it helped Lily, did it matter?
“Lily needs a friend. Someone to bring her out of her shell. Someone to talk to, who will listen. She has her days and nights confused and seems to be awake most of the night. You seem to fit the bill as the best option. You would have to promise to be a gentleman. She needs strength and safety from a man, so she can trust people again and move past the fear. She responded well to Andrei because he whispered to her. He has his hands full with data processing, and Isabell needs a break.”
Ryker was silent as he thought about what Nadine had said. He finally nodded. 
“Lily needs a man’s positive attention and friendship. Got it. Because I talk like Andrei. I owe her and Andrei for my incredible gifts, and I’ve already pledged to Luke my desire to serve. I’ll join the pack this Saturday. If I accept the challenge, I’ll shield Lily and help her heal. I have no pressing mechanical or garage issues to deal with at the moment. It would give me something constructive to do.”
Eli stepped out onto the porch. 
“Ryker, did Nadine explain what the pack needs from you?”
“Yes, ma’am. I’m willing to serve. Can you tell me how bad it is? I know it isn’t good, or she wouldn’t be such a concern to you.” 
Ryker
Ryker needed to know what had happened to Lily, so he could avoid upsetting her. He was curious about the little kitten who had tried to kill him. Thoughts of her weighed on his mind.
He knew she was a ferocious black panther. She had mauled him. He always thought of her as a little kitten. It was his fault that she’d attacked him. He’d reasoned out all of it as he became a vampire with the dark gift, the magic of Volos.
“Elliot’s men captured her and several others, all immortals, and as far as she knew, all women. The men would beat them first until they shifted.” 
Javier growled, and Ryker hissed somewhere between a panther and a vampire noise of anger mixed with disgust. Only spineless lowlife scum beat women. Women were supposed to be cared for and protected, not abused and hurt.
“After they knew they were immortals, the men tied their ankles to a bed and raped them repeatedly every night to see how long they lasted before they faded. Locked in a warehouse near Dallas, she sat in a cage every day for ten days. After two days, the pain forced her to shift.” 
Eli sat down in one of the porch chairs.
“On the third night, they raped her five times before she shifted. They continued the same treatment for seven nights, until she broke free, shifted, and fled. Her panther killed her last rapist. She said you had his smell about you. It’s why her panther attacked you when you startled her.” 
Eli explained as she watched him. Ryker stepped off the porch and retched until he couldn’t breathe. 
Vomiting as a vampire wasn’t easy. He didn’t eat food, and he absorbed the blood he ingested almost immediately. Only his coffee came up. 
Javier helped him sit down on the porch steps until he could get oxygen. 
He scared Lily because she’d thought he was like the men who had abused her. He understood why she’d attacked him. The guilt of having been even remotely involved with what Elliot did sickened him more than it had before. 
That she had thought he was like the men who’d hurt her made him want to throw up again. They should never have treated her so vilely. He would ensure it could never happen again. 
“Fox copied the video feed from the warehouse in California, where they held Isabell. I had the same reaction when I saw the way they brutalized her. These people are evil.” 
Javier squeezed Ryker’s shoulder. 
“I’m sorry you lost your former life by coming here, but I’m happy you got away from whatever Elliot is involved in.” 
Javier sympathized with Ryker.
No one should ever suffer such treatment. Ryker had helped Sanchez in Seattle. They had served together. That meant Ryker was involved in the perversion Eli had told him about, even if he hadn’t understood it then. It still disgusted him. He should have figured it out and avoided all of it.
He’d only helped clean a warehouse. He was sure the cages had held people, immortals, not animals. Ryker had refused to help Sanchez any further after that one gig, or Nadine might have joined Lily in the warehouse. 
He had to make amends. 
Helping Lily was a welcome penance, retribution for his unwitting role in all of it. If he could somehow ease her suffering, then he wanted to do it. Anything to make up for what had happened to her was exactly what his heart told him to do. 
“I’m not sorry because I have a better life, with a real purpose here. Somewhere along the line before I came to Draoithe, I’d lost that. I’m happy Lily attacked me. She gave me a second chance at a life so much better than anything I had before this. If I can help her, I feel I owe it to her.” 
Ryker looked at Javier, Nadine, and Eli. They all smiled at him.
“Come with me then. I’ll introduce you to her.” 
Eli requested, as she nodded at his words. Ryker felt the alpha tiger’s influence in her command. She was as alpha as Luke. She deferred to Luke, but no one at Draoithe disobeyed her commands. Not even Luke. Ryker followed Eli without hesitation.
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