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    To God be the glory. And to my wife, Lynette, thank you for all your motivation, inspiration and strength. And to my son, Zandre, may you know the sweet burning of the presence of the Holy Spirit.

      

    



  	
        
            
            "The ministry of Christianity is the ministry of the Spirit. It is the Spirit of God that inhabits the words, that speaks to the spirit of another and reveals Christ in and through him." – John G Lake 
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Let the flames of the Spirit burn


[image: ]


As children of God, we must make every effort to keep the flame of the Lampstand burning. Isaiah 11 is well known. It says: 2 The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him, The Spirit of wisdom and understanding, The Spirit of counsel and might, The Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord.

The seven flames of the Spirit, or the seven Spirits of God, are a symbolic representation of the Holy Spirit's multifaceted nature and power, often depicted as seven lamps of fire burning before the throne of God in the Book of Revelation. These flames represent different aspects or manifestations of the Holy Spirit's presence and work. The concept of the seven spirits is found in Revelation 4:5, where John describes "seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God". 

Isaiah 11:2-3, therefore, describes seven aspects of the Spirit of the Lord. This is, of course, not a literal enumeration of seven separate spirits, but rather a way of describing the fullness of the Holy Spirit's influence on this individual. These seven aspects, while distinct, work together to characterize the leadership and character of the person upon whom the Spirit rests. The verse emphasizes that this individual will delight in the fear of the Lord and will judge with righteousness, not based on appearances but on justice.

It should be noted that these days, churches place a far greater emphasis on the gifts of the Spirit, instead of the 7 flames. It is after more ‘fun’ or thrilling to engage in the gifts of the Spirit then walking in the flames of wisdom, understanding, knowledge and counsel. The gifts of the Spirit speak of outward manifested signs and power, so it is alluring. The 7 flames are inward, not so flashy, but are of incredible importance in the believers’ spiritual growth. The fruit of the Spirit goes hand in hand with the flames, for they complement each other.

Galatians 5 says, “22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. 24 And those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.” For us to display such fruit, we need to also burn in the 7 flames of the Spirit. 

2 Peter 1 says, “5 But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, 6 to knowledge self-control, to self-control [d]perseverance, to perseverance godliness, 7 to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love. 8 For if these things are yours and abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For he who lacks these things is shortsighted, even to blindness, and has forgotten that he was cleansed from his old sins.”

The 7 flames of the Spirit empowers and quips the believer to walk in the reality and growth of 2 Peter 1. The Spirit helps us to be fruitful in the Kingdom of God (see also John 15 about abiding in the Lord). 2 Peter 1 also says, “10 Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make your call and election sure, for if you do these things you will never stumble; 11 for so an entrance will be supplied to you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” So if we burn with the flames of the Spirit, we shall bear good fruit to the glory of the Lord, and we shall not stumble in our calling or faith.

We can summarise the 7 flames as follows:

The Spirit of the Lord: This is the foundational Spirit, the source of all the other qualities.

The Spirit of Wisdom: This spirit enables discernment and wise judgment. It enables us to understand difficult concepts and interpret them in ways that are beneficial for ourselves and those around us. The Spirit of Wisdom also gives us insight into how we can use knowledge from various sources, including Scripture, to make decisions that align with God’s plan. There are four different types of wisdom that we find in James 3:15-17 - earthly wisdom, intellectual wisdom, demonic wisdom, and wisdom from above. The spirit of wisdom is what is found from above and is more than just God's street smarts and is better than what all the earth could offer. It manifests as pure, peace-loving, gentle, reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial, and free of hypocrisy according to James 3:17.

The Spirit of Understanding: This spirit grants insight and comprehension. The spirit of understanding is an important part of the seven spirits of God. It allows us to understand difficult concepts, revelations, and spiritual truth and interpret them in ways that are beneficial for ourselves and those around us. The spirit of understanding will also work in practical ways for us. It helps us in our relationship with others because we understand why people do what they do. We then choose to walk in compassion rather than anger and bring peace to a situation. Discerning what is going on around us is also a part of understanding so that we get to see the behind-the-scenes of situations and even people.

The Spirit of Counsel: This spirit provides guidance and advice, particularly in difficult situations. The Spirit of Counsel acts as our helper and our personal advisor who helps guide us in the will of God for our lives. The Holy Spirit when being our counsellor tells us what is right and what is wrong, what to do and what not to do. We have trusted ourselves to make decisions for ourselves before and the outcome varies and sometimes they are great and other times not so great. The Holy Spirit being perfect and all-knowing knows what is best for us and if our ears hear what the Holy Spirit is saying then He will guide us and make our paths straight so we can bear fruit.

The Spirit of Might: This spirit empowers with strength and ability. It is through this spirit that we receive power from God. In Luke 4:18-19, Jesus opens the scroll of Isaiah the prophet and spoke out what was written in Isaiah 61, "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he anointed me to bring the good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives, and recovery of sight to the blind, to set free those who are oppressed, to proclaim the favorable year of the Lord." It is because of the Spirit of the Lord that was upon Jesus Christ, that He was able to do all of these things. This is the same spirit of God that came upon the Old Testament prophets like Isaiah that allowed them to prophecy and see the miracles they saw. The Spirit of Might is what helps spirit-filled believers to persevere through life and conquer the next challenge that comes. It enables us to carry out the will of God for our lives. By our strength on earth, we can only carry out earthly tasks, but if we are to carry out the assignments of heaven we need the Spirit of God to rest upon us and help us. It is the might of the Spirit that helps us overcome the attacks of the enemy and stand firm in our faith in Christ Jesus.

The Spirit of Knowledge: This spirit enables the individual to know and understand God and His ways. It is something that goes beyond just facts and knowledge. It's an intimate, life-changing experience that can come from revelation or understanding of a deep principle. It is what we gain when we truly understand something on a deeper level, not just in our heads but in our hearts as well. This is what changes and betters our lives in our work week and day-to-day life. Adam had his life changed in Genesis 4:1:  "Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, saying, 'I have gotten a man with the help of the Lord.'" This is the intimate knowledge that the spirit of knowledge reveals to us.

The Spirit of the Fear of the Lord: Healthy fear fosters reverence, respect, and awe of God's presence. The Spirit of the Fear of the Lord is not what most people would associate with fear. The fear of the Lord is not demonic or unholy. God is perfect love and fear cannot exist there. The fear of the Lord in reverence, respect, and acknowledgement of who God is. In holy fear, we recognize who God is, as the angels do, in His power, holiness, righteousness, glory and so on. We are in awe of Him. It brings us closer to God because of His beauty we want to seek Him, because of His wisdom we come to learn from Him, and because of His radiating presence and the peace He has, we want to rest in Him. 

As the believer, we need to burn for God, meaning that we burn with the fire of the Spirit. But if we truly burn in the might of the Spirit, it means we burn so that all seven flames of the Spirit are operating within us. We need to yield and submit to the Spirit of the Lord so that we walk in His wisdom understanding, counsel, might and knowledge. This will then lead us away from foolishness, carnality, and stepping into the traps of the devil.

It should be noted that the seven spirits of God are NOT distinct from the Holy Spirit. They are not seven distinct spirits. There is only one Holy Spirit. The seven spirits are what is used to describe who the Holy Spirit is and His character. Just as there is one God who consists of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, there is one Spirit yet who manifests each of these seven spirits and they all work together.  They are a representation of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit and the seven spirits of God are one spirit. These seven spirits, or attributes, work together to form a cohesive representation of who the Holy Spirit is and what His character looks like. They are not separate entities but rather complementary aspects that make up our understanding of the Holy Spirit.

By studying these seven individual characteristics we can gain insight into how the seven spirits collectively manifest themselves in our lives as followers of Jesus Christ. In a few scriptures in Revelation, we see the seven spirits of God as multiple different things. We see them from John's vision as the seven eyes and seven horns on the slaughtered lamb that is Jesus, the seven burning lamps before God's throne, and the seven stars. These can be found in Revelation 5:6 and Revelation 4:5. These verses do not tell us what the seven spirits are but it does tell us that there are seven of them.  The seven spirits of God - the Holy Spirit - are crucial for believers to walk in the ways and the will of God. If we truly burn for God in His strength, fear and counsel, we shall also be set alight in His wisdom and truth. 

Proverbs 8 says, “14 Counsel is mine, and sound wisdom; I am understanding, I have strength.” As we abide in the Lord, we abide in the Spirt. As we abide in the Spirit, we abide in divine wisdom, knowledge, understanding and truth. Jeremiah 5:21 says, “‘Hear this now, O foolish people, Without understanding, Who have eyes and see not, and who have ears and hear not.” In these dark and troubled times, we need understanding and God’s counsel to navigate through the storms, deception and cruelty. Only in God can we overcome, thrive and prosper to fulfill the Great Commission.

How we need to walk in the fullness of God! If we seek knowledge without the Spirit, we then seek knowledge in this world or in the occult. If we seek wisdom without the Spirit, we shall find the wisdom ‘below’. If we fail to walk in the counsel of the Spirit, we shall be subjected to our decisions and choices. Without the Spirit of God, we become a lukewarm church with only head knowledge! We want to be a Spirit-filled, on-fire church—like in the Book of Acts! A church that casts out demons (Mark 16:170, sets captives free (Luke 4:18), heals the sick (Mark 16:18), and stirs up the gifts (2 Timothy 1:6). We must refuse to be lukewarm! “Because you are lukewarm, I will spit you out of My mouth.” — Revelation 3:16. It is time that the Holy Spirit ignite His fire in us again.

We find in Zachariah 4 another reference to the lampstand. “2 So I said, “I am looking, and there is a lampstand of solid gold with a bowl on top of it, and on the stand seven lamps with seven pipes to the seven lamps. 3 Two olive trees are by it, one at the right of the bowl and the other at its left.” 4 So I answered and spoke to the angel who talked with me, saying, “What are these, my lord?” The seven lamps refer to the seven flames of the Spirit. It speaks of the complete work of the Spirit of God.

We then read, “6 So he answered and said to me: “This is the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel: ‘Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,’ Says the Lord of hosts. 7 ‘Who are you, O great mountain? Before Zerubbabel, you shall become a plain! And he shall bring forth the capstone With shouts of “Grace, grace to it!” ’ ” 8 Moreover the word of the Lord came to me, saying: 9 “The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this temple; His hands shall also finish it. Then you will know that the Lord of hosts has sent Me to you. 10 For who has despised the day of small things? For these seven rejoice to see the plumb line in the hand of Zerubbabel. They are the eyes of the Lord, which scan to and fro throughout the whole earth.”

In Zechariah 4, the golden lampstand (menorah) primarily represents God's presence and the Holy Spirit among His people, symbolizing His power and provision for the rebuilding of the temple. The two olive trees beside the lampstand are interpreted as signifying the anointed ones, likely Zerubbabel and Joshua, who are empowered by God to lead and serve. Together, the lampstand and olive trees highlight the theme of God's sovereign support for His people as they fulfil His purposes. 

This imagery emphasizes that success in God's work is not achieved through human might but through the Holy Spirit's power and guidance. The trees are the source of oil that keeps the lampstand's lamps burning, representing the Holy Spirit's continuous supply of power and guidance. This is the central message of the vision, highlighting that spiritual endeavours are sustained by divine power. It encourages believers to rely on God's power and guidance for strength and wisdom in fulfilling their divine purposes. The imagery also emphasizes the importance of being anointed for service, as the olive trees represent the source of spiritual empowerment.

Zerubbabel was the civic leader of Jerusalem and had the responsibility to finish the work of rebuilding the temple. The work had stalled, and Zerubbabel needed encouragement to carry on the work. ‘Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,’ says the LORD of hosts to Zerubbabel. In the vision of Zechariah 3 God spoke about the issue of purity. But purity alone was not enough to accomplish the work of God – the work of God also needs resources, and not the resources of human might or power. Therefore, it was not his cleverness, his ability, or physical strength that the temple would be rebuilt, but by the Spirit of God.

The necessary resource for God’s work is the Holy Spirit and God promises Zerubbabel a rich resource in the Spirit of God to accomplish His work. When we trust in our own resources – whether they be small or great in the eyes of man – then we don’t enjoy the full supply of the Spirit. God wanted Zerubbabel to know that the Holy Spirit would continually supply his need, just as the oil trees in the vision continually supplied oil to the lamps on the lampstand. God wants His supply and our reliance on the Holy Spirit to be continual.

When the work is done by God’s Spirit there are not only resources to begin the work, but also enough to finish the work. God is the One who finishes His work (Philippians 1:6). “For who has despised the day of small things?” Zechariah’s question rings true to us today. Almost every one of us could answer, “I have despised the day of small things.” The question provides its own answer: none of us should despise the day of small things, because God has a wonderful purpose even if it is difficult to understand. It was a long day of small things for Zerubbabel because the work of the temple lay in ruins for almost 20 years.  When Satan tempts us to despise the day of small things, he shines as an outstanding liar because Satan does not despise the day of small things. Satan fears the day of small things in our lives because he sees what great things God does in them and brings out of them.

It should be noted that though the work was empowered by the Spirit of God, Zerubbabel still needed his plumb line. He still needed to get to work. God could have given Zerubbabel a shortcut and instantly, miraculously finished the work. That isn’t God’s way of doing things, because His work in the life of Zerubbabel was as important to Him as His work through Zerubbabel. Indeed, those who are filled by the Spirit are anointed by God to fulfill a task. We are called to work with God, in the might of the Spirit, to accomplish what God has laid before us. We must despise or mock anything God does. This is why we need discernment and wisdom to follow God’s will, lest we get side-tracked. 

The first time we see the word lampstand in the Bible is in Exodus 25:31, as God gives detailed instructions about the golden lampstand to be placed in the tabernacle the Israelites were building. The most important thing to note about the lampstand is that it points to Christ, as do all the elements of the tabernacle. The Bible is from beginning to end a testimony about Christ and God’s merciful plan of redemption. Praise the Lord, He has taken His children out of the darkness and into His marvellous light (1 Peter 2:9). So to walk in the light of the Spirit, therefore, the seven flames of the Spirit enlightens our path so that we walk in the ways of Jesus. As we draw closer to the Lord, we shall be illuminated to His ways, will, teachings and majesty. How we need the light of the Spirit to understand God’s Kingdom, to be imparted with knowledge regarding His will, and to live by wisdom to fulfil His purpose.

Sadly, it seems that these days some of the flames of the Spirit have gone out in churches. After all, where is the wisdom of the Spirit in churches? Where is the divine knowledge? Do we see believers move in God’s might anymore? Do we fear God? Do we seek His counsel? We need to urgently pray for all seven flames of the Spirit to burn in believers so that we shall overcome the darkness and know God intimately. 

In Revelation, the seven golden lampstands represent the seven churches in Asia. Jesus is depicted walking among these lampstands, indicating his presence and scrutiny of each congregation. Revelation 2:5 says, “Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent and do the first works, or else I will come to you quickly and remove your lampstand from its place—unless you repent.” When Jesus threatens to remove a lampstand, it means He will withdraw His presence and recognition from that particular church.  This is a serious judgment, as it implies the church is no longer fulfilling its purpose of representing Christ and sharing His message. In the Book of Revelation, removing a lampstand symbolizes a church losing its status as a true representation of Christ and its ability to effectively spread the light of the gospel. It signifies a loss of divine presence and recognition, essentially implying that a church that has abandoned its initial zeal and love for Christ may cease to be a functioning and approved congregation.

When we are talking of the church, this implies primarily the believer. We are the church, and together we make up the Body of Christ. We are in real danger of becoming luke-warm, carnal, and spiritually stale if we fail to completely and utterly walk in the seven flames of the Spirit. We are vulnerable to the danger of compromising with the world and being led astray by the devil. We need the seven flames of the Spirit to keep us ablaze for God, to keep walking in His Will, Word and Way.

A church whose lampstand is removed loses its ability to shine the light of truth and may cease to exist as a viable congregation. This is a warning to churches to remain faithful and zealous in their love for Christ. Just so, without the seven flames of the Spirit burning bright in believers, threatens our zeal to the Covenant. The threat of lampstand removal is often linked to a call for repentance. As believers, we are urged to remember where we have fallen, repent of our shortcomings, and return to our first love and deeds. The church in Ephesus is given a stark warning about the potential removal of its lampstand if it fails to return to its first love. This highlights the importance of maintaining a passionate and genuine relationship with Christ.

Years ago the Lord said to me it is time for the Church to return to the Upper Room/ It is here where Acts 2:2, 4 happened: “Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting... All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit.” Indeed, there are moments in the story of redemption that leave the earth trembling—moments when heaven touches dust, and everything changes. Pentecost is one of those moments. It is more than a date on the liturgical calendar. It is a divine interruption, a holy ignition, a thundering yes from the Father to a waiting Bride. Fifty days had passed since the Resurrection—seven weeks since blood had been shed and the veil torn. The disciples, once scattered in fear, were gathered again. But this time, they were not hiding. They were waiting. They remembered the promise: “You will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” (Acts 1:5, NKJV)

They didn’t fully understand what it meant. But they trusted the One who spoke it. And then He came. Like a mighty wind rushing from the throne of God, the Spirit descended—not as a dove this time, but as flame. Tongues of fire appeared and rested upon each one. Not just Peter and John. Not just the bold and the learned. But each one. Even the quiet ones. Even the broken ones. Even those whose names we never read again in the Scriptures. All were filled. That was the day the Church was born—not from brick and stone, but from power and fire. From the breath of the Spirit and the hearts of those who dared to wait. And from that room—small, obscure, tucked away in Jerusalem—the Gospel erupted like a wildfire. It would not stop until it reached the far corners of the earth.

This same Spirit is not a historical relic. He is not a soft breeze trapped in ancient pages. He is the very breath of God—active, present, and still longing to fill yielded vessels. The Spirit is not an accessory to the Christian life. He is the Christian life. Without Him, we may have form but not flame. Structure, but not substance. Mission, but no momentum. And just as Jesus told the early disciples not to move without the Spirit, we too must learn to wait. To tarry. To hunger again for the Promise of the Father—not as an optional experience, but as the very empowerment for holy living, for bold witness, for supernatural love. We need to submit to the Spirit again to burn in His seven flames!
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Ablaze with the holy flame to walk in the light
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In John 8:12, the Lord declares the following: “I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life.” Of the Lord, David wrote the following in “Psalm 27: The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?”

So our Lord is the light that will never dim. That light will continue to shine. It says of the New City in “Revelation 21: 22 But I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. 23 The city had no need of the sun or of the moon to shine in it, for the glory of God illuminated it.”

The Light of the Lord is a light that will never fade or be extinguished. In the beginning, was the Light and the Light continues to shine to lead us home. It will shine forever. It is the light of truth, of justice, of beauty, or morality and of life. For our Lord is the Way, Truth and Life, but He is also the Light.  We read in “1 John 1: 5 This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you, that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all.”

In God, there is no darkness. There is nothing corrupt, or wicked and there is nothing that pollutes. He is pure and holy. He is the Light of our Salvation, the Light of Hope and the Light of our Redemption. 

A Christian who is shining with the light of Christ will live a godly life (1 Peter 2:9). Scripture is overflowing with references that compare and contrast light and darkness, believer and unbeliever, right up through the book of Revelation. In Revelation 1:20 Christ says the “seven lampstands are the seven churches.” The churches of Christ are to walk in the light of God (1 John 1:7) and spread the light of the gospel so that all people will glorify God (Matthew 5:16). 

Let us be reminded of “John 15: 4 Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me.” Therefore, if we are called to abide in the Lord, we then shall abide in the Light. And once we abide in the Light, then the Light of the Lord shall shine. This is the premise of “Matthew 5: 14 You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. 15Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.”

So we must abide in the Lord for the eternal light of goodness and holiness to shine, for the light does not come from us. God is the Light. In the context of Psalm 27, He is Adonai Ori, the Light. Yet for that Light to be visible in us and through us, we need to abide, meaning we must obey, submit and follow our Lord. In Him there is no darkness, so we must abide in such a manner that we completely yield and follow. All that we do must be to the glory of God, and we must walk in such a manner that is pure and holy, therefore not corrupt.

We burn with the light of Christ when we allow the Spirit of God to be ablaze within us. As the Spirit’s fire burns within our spirit and soul, surely the beautiful light of Christ will shine for the world to see. And such light leads the captive out of the darkness.

We read in Luke 16 where the Lord is saying: “8 For the sons of this world are more shrewd in their generation than the sons of light”. Indeed, we live in a time where we are either sons (or daughters) of light or sons of the world. For the sons of light seek to walk the path of the Kingdom, thus the Way of the Lord, thus the path of purity and truth. There is no middle path. Either we live for the world, therefore walk in darkness and embrace the carnality and the depravity, or we live as sons/daughters of the Light. There is no third option. And if we choose to be children of light, then we must walk in such a manner that there is no darkness in us to pollute the Light, for in God there is no darkness.

Also take note of the following in “John 12: 35 Then Jesus said to them, “A little while longer the light is with you. Walk while you have the light, lest darkness overtake you; he who walks in darkness does not know where he is going. 36 While you have the light, believe in the light, that you may become sons of light.” So yes, we need to walk in the light and not in darkness. We should have no association with darkness and no fellowship with the corruption and decadence of this world, for in God there is no darkness.

Ephesians 5: 8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light 9 (for the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness, righteousness, and truth), 10 finding out what is acceptable to the Lord. 11 And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather expose them. 12 For it is shameful even to speak of those things which are done by them in secret. 13 But all things that are [d]exposed are made manifest by the light, for whatever makes manifest is light. 14 Therefore He says: ‘Awake, you who sleep, Arise from the dead, And Christ will give you light’.

Let us return to 1 John 1 which speaks about fellowship with Him and One Another: “5 This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you, that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all. 6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us.”

Take note of verse 6. The Scripture thus says clearly if we walk in the light but also walk in the darkness, then there can be no truth within us. Remember, those who are lukewarm shall be spat out (Revelation 3:16). And this is serious, as Jesus is the Truth and the Truth sets us free. Thus, we must follow and abide in the Lord. We need to choose – the light or the darkness. We need to choose Truth or deception.  And if choose the light, then we must abide in the light completely, so that we walk in the light and thus in Truth.

Of the Lord it is written in “John 1 New King James Version: 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made. 4 In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.”

As He is the Word, take into consideration “Psalm 119: 105 Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” The Word of God must lead us on the right path, so that we may walk in the Light and bring glory to God. Isaiah the prophet wrote in “Isaiah 2: O house of Jacob, come and let us walk In the light of the Lord.” So we must remain and abide in the Lord – completely, utterly and fully – so that we may walk in the light and hold true to the light. For then we shall walk by the Light and manifest Adonai Ori’s glory in all that we say and do. 

And more than ever it is important to hold fast and hold true to abiding in the Lord. The post-modern world is not an easy place to dwell in. We are subjected to tremendous physiological pressures, yes even us as Christians, as we face the extreme challenges of the day and we meet the Goliaths of our life on the fields of this broken and harsh world. It is so easy as a Christian to be pulled along by the currents of negativity, pessimism and scepticism as we look at this world, seemingly so shrouded and veiled in darkness, and we then become overwhelmed by a sense of hopelessness internally in our soul and spirit and also on an external level. 

Daily we hear of wars and rumours of wars as nation rises against nation and kingdoms against kingdoms. For we see famines and earthquakes in various places (Mathew 24:5-7). Indeed, we see murder, death and corruption. 

Jesus said to His disciples when He spoke about the end times that they should not be alarmed for such things must happen. It should not surprise us that we are living in such times, for Jesus said in John 12:31 that the devil is still the prince of this world but we have also received the promise that this “prince” shall be driven out. In the same breath, Jesus said that when He is lifted up from the earth then He will draw all men to Himself. What an eternal and beautiful promise to hold onto!

Amid such temporary darkness on earth, the Lord calls for us to let our light shine, for us to stand tall and true as His followers, and to proclaim the Good News that He is the Eternal Light and Eternal Hope.  For the Lord expects us to shine our light in hope, faith and love simply because He IS Love, He IS Glory and He IS the eternal hope for all we call upon Him. 

Praise the Lord for He is the glorious light and in Him, there is no darkness.  For this reason, we shall and must rejoice, for our hope is secure in Him, our future is bright and true, our course is set on a solid path, and after a while, this world will fade away to be replaced by the Kingdom of Light. Because of this eternal hope and promise, we must let our light shine and be of good faith, leading people out of darkness into His splendour and everlasting love. 

As we yield to the Spirit of the Living God, we are filled by the illuminating presence and guidance of the Holy Spirit. He leads us to see beyond the dark and enables us to understand and experience truth. The flame of the Spirit is often described as a guiding light, torch of heaven, or revelation that illuminates the mind and heart. This light helps believers to see with spiritual discernment and know God's will. 

Illumination is that doctrine that describes the work of the Holy Spirit in helping the believer to understand God’s Word. Revelation 19:13 says, “And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of God.” To know the Word is to know Jesus. 

We need the Spirit of the Lord to illuminate our understanding and the truth of the Word. The Spirit is the one who beautifies us, who washes the Bride, who, in a word, sanctifies us. The work that we need help with is to become what we are being made into, reflections of the glory of Christ. The Spirit, like our Husband, washes us with the water of the Word. Along the way He helps us understand it, to see ourselves in it. He is, however, also the Encourager. He shows us our sins but reminds us of our standing. We have a long way to go, but we have also already arrived.

Illumination, in a spiritual sense, therefore, refers to the Holy Spirit's work of enlightening believers to understand and apply the truths of Scripture. It's a divine process that allows individuals to perceive spiritual realities and discern God's will, enabling them to understand and apply the truths of the Bible to their lives. 

The Spirit empowers the Word of God, making it both convicting to unbelievers and sanctifying to believers.  Illumination is not a passive act of reading but an active work of the Spirit within the believer, leading to transformation. The spirit of God illuminates the mind, allowing believers to discern divine truth and understand the message of Scripture. 

Several things can hamper the Spirit's work of illumination, including carnality, indifference, tradition, ignorance, and poor methods of Bible study or interpretation. In essence, illumination is the Holy Spirit's work of enlightening believers to understand and apply the truth of Scripture, leading to a deeper relationship with God and a transformed life. 

Simply put, illumination in the spiritual sense is “turning on the light” of understanding in some area. Throughout the ages, people in every culture and religion have claimed some kind of revelation or enlightenment from God (whether true or not). When that enlightenment deals with new knowledge or future things, we call it prophecy. When that enlightenment deals with understanding and applying knowledge already given, we call it illumination. Regarding illumination of the latter type, the question arises, “How does God do it?”

The most basic level of enlightenment is the knowledge of sin, and without that knowledge, everything else is pointless. Psalm 18:28 says, “You, O LORD, keep my lamp burning; my God turns my darkness into light.” Psalm 119, which is the longest chapter in the Bible, is a song about God’s Word. In verse 130, it says “The unfolding of your words gives light; it gives understanding to the simple.” This verse establishes the basic method of God’s illumination. When God’s Word enters the heart of a person, it gives light and understanding to them. For this reason, we are repeatedly told to study the Word of God. Psalm 119:11 says “I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you.” Verses 98 and 99 say “Your commands make me wiser than my enemies, for they are ever with me. I have more insight than all my teachers, for I meditate on your statutes.”

Regular study of the Word of God will give direction and understanding in the issues of life. This is the first method of God’s illumination and the starting point for us all. In Psalm 119 we also find another type of God’s illumination. Verse 18 says, “Open my eyes that I may see wonderful things in your law.” These are not new revelations, but things which have been written and revealed long before, and just now understood by the reader (one of those “aha!” moments). Similarly, verse 73 says, “Your hands made me and formed me; give me understanding to learn your commands.” The plea is for personal understanding and application of God’s laws as they are studied by the individual. Fifteen times in this psalm, God is asked to teach or give understanding regarding His laws.

What is the Holy Spirit’s illuminating work in believers? Ephesians 1:17-18 tells us that the Spirit gives wisdom and revelation concerning Jesus Christ, and opens the eyes of understanding so we can know God’s purposes in our lives. In 1 Corinthians 2:10-13, God has revealed His plans for us by His Spirit, who teaches us spiritual things. The context here points to the Word of God as that which has been revealed. The Spirit of God will always point us to the Word of God for our instruction. As Jesus told His disciples in John 16:12-15, the Spirit simply repeats what the Father and the Son have already said. This repetition helps us remember and fully hear what God has already told us. Sometimes we have to hear things several times before we actually hear them. That’s where the Spirit comes in.

One thing that is sometimes overlooked in the discussion of illumination is the purpose of it. In part, the whole purpose of illumination is an accurate and academic understanding of God’s Word. There is no question that God desires us to accurately understand what He has given us. 

Going back to Psalm 119, we find purpose statements connected with the illumination verses. “I will meditate on your wonders” (v. 27), “I will keep your law and obey it with all my heart” (v. 34), “that I may understand your statutes” (v. 125), “that I may live” (v. 144). The illumination always points to action. Why does God help us understand His Word? So we are able to live in its light. First John 1:6 challenges us, “If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth.” We could paraphrase it to say, “If we say we’ve been enlightened, but still walk in the dark, we lie about understanding God’s Word.” 

The Spirit of God, who enlightens us to hear and understand God’s Word, then takes that knowledge and guides us in living it. Romans 8:14 says “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.” The illuminating and leading work of the Holy Spirit in our lives is a confirmation that we are indeed children of God.

How we need to burn with the Spirit so that our minds are illuminated. By His light, we can understand spiritual truths and discern God's will. In the fire of the Spirit, we shall not be deceived by the lies and falseness which thrives and hides in the darkness. How we need to yield to the Holy Spirit, who burns as a non-consuming fire. By such fire, He emits light, which speaks of God’s transformative power. The Holy Spirit wants to bring the light into our lives. He wants to give us the fullness of joy. The Holy Spirit is the person who wants to walk beside us and bring God’s light into our situations.

We can enjoy the light of God in our lives, getting brighter and brighter. It depends on how much we yield and submit to the Holy Spirit. Proverbs 4:18 But the good man walks along in the ever-brightening light of God’s favor; the dawn gives way to morning splendour.

In the story of creation the first result of His brooding over the face of the deep is the command, “Let there be light.” The Holy Spirit is the source of spiritual light. One of His special emblems is the oil and the seven-fold lamp of the temple.

The Spirit of God has inspired the Holy Scriptures, the revelation of God’s will, and the invaluable light that shines upon the heart of man, the pathway of the unseen world. The Bible is a standard of spiritual truth, and in all His teachings and leadings, the Holy Ghost never contradicts His word. They who are more fully led by the Spirit will always most reverence the authority of the Scriptures, and walk in the most perfect conformity with their principles and precepts.

But it is not enough to have the letter of the word, He who gave it must also interpret it and make it Spirit and life. It is His to unfold to the heart the power and reality of the written word and to bring it to our remembrance in the opportune moment as the lamp of guidance, or the sword of defence in the hour of temptation. 

The Holy Spirit comes to be to our sight as well as light, and as we walk in Him we shall be enabled to know the will of God as revealed in the Scriptures by a true spiritual apprehension, and from the very standpoint of God’s mind and thought. This is the special work of the Holy Ghost, to give to us a new spiritual vision and organ of apprehension; so that the soul directly perceives divine things and realities. Perhaps the first effect of this divine illumination is that the things of God become intensely real, and stand out with vividness and distinctness.

In the first chapter of Ephesians, the apostle Paul gives us a sublime view of the effect of this inward illumination upon the heart. “I cease not,” he says, “to make mention of you in my prayers, that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him.” “The eyes of your heart being enlightened that ye may know what is the hope of His calling, and what the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints.”

“And what is the exceeding greatness of His power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of His mighty power. Which He wrought in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead, and set Him at His own right hand in the heavenly places, Far above all principality, and power, and might and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world but also in that which is to come; Which is His body, the fullness of Him that filleth all in all. And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Jesus Christ;” That in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace, in His kindness toward us through Christ Jesus. ”

Here we find it is not the eyes of our intellect, but the eyes of the heart that are to be illuminated, and when so quickened by the Spirit of revelation in the knowledge of Him, we shall understand what is the hope of our calling, and glorious privileges and prospects which we are to inherit in Christ.

The Holy Spirit is promised to us as our personal Guide in the path of life. We find the apostle Paul constantly recognizing the personal direction of the Holy Spirit even in matters where there was no distinct direction in the Word. The whole course of Paul’s missionary journeys was ordered by the personal direction of the Lord. Being sent forth, we are told, by the Holy Ghost, he and Barnabas sailed unto Cyprus. A little later the same Spirit restrained them from preaching in Bithynia and Asia and led them from Troas to Philippi to begin their European ministry. Still, later, we are told that he purposed in the Spirit to go to Jerusalem and Rome, and none of the perils of the way could afterwards turn him aside from that which had come to him as the voice of God.

No life was ever more practical, sensible, and scriptural than Paul’s, and yet none more constantly recognized the supernatural direction of the Holy Ghost. As we yield and submit to the Spirit of God, He shall guide and lead us in all wisdom, understanding and knowledge. He shall illuminate the path for us so that we stay in the will of God.
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Ablaze in wisdom
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Several years ago, the Lord spoke about the lack of wisdom in His Church and this is so true. We have many teachers and preachers speaking on many subjects, but somehow it seems we are still falling short of speaking God’s wisdom. False prophecies abound, and so do erroneous doctrines and deceptive teachings.

Why? Because man seeks after his wisdom, and relies upon his intellectual faculty to determine the Truth of God. And such Godly wisdom comes by fearing the Lord, obeying Him, seeking Him and walking in His Spirit. Such wisdom speaks not of foolishness, ignorance or deception as we see so often in Churches, but it speaks of God’s will, His plan, His Kingdom, His Truth and His Way.

It says of God’s wisdom the following:

Job 12 v 13: To God belong wisdom and power; counsel and understanding are his.

Isaiah 40 v 28: Do you not know? Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He will not grow tired or weary, and his understanding no one can fathom.

Romans 11 v 33: Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out!

God is all-wise, infinitely wise. For example, it says in Psalm 147:5, "Great is our Lord and mighty in power; his understanding has no limit."

Let us remember God remains the source of wisdom. It says in Proverbs 2 v 6: “For the LORD gives wisdom; From His mouth [come] knowledge and understanding”, and also Daniel 2 v 20: Daniel answered and said, “Let the name of God be blessed forever and ever, for wisdom and power belong to Him.” It speaks of the mind of God, His intentions, His plans and purposes. There is indeed much deception and deceptive teaching in churches these days (2 Timothy 3, 2 Peter 2, Book of Jude), as well as idolatry, New Age practices, enlightenment, humanism and rationalism. What we need is the wisdom of God! 

Wisdom is not just knowledge, but “know-how.” God’s wisdom enables Him to “know how” to do anything (see 2 Peter 2:9). It enables us to follow God’s will and to know how to move in His Spirit at all times. Bezalel was a craftsman, a man with incredible “wisdom” in the art of making the furnishings for the Tabernacle (see Exodus 31:1-5). Joshua had been given the wisdom to know how to lead the nation of Israel (Deuteronomy 34:9). Solomon asked for and received the wisdom and knowledge needed to rule Israel (2 Chronicles 1:7-12). We don’t just need knowledge, but we need God’s wisdom to conduct our lives to His honour all day. In His wisdom, we can understand how to live a fulfilling lives according to His purpose, how to conduct our financial affairs, and how to pursue our God-given mandate.

Ever heard of the children’s story of the frog in the well? It is a simple story written by Alvin Tressel. It tells the story of a small frog that lived deep underground in an old well. The frog had been born in the well and lived its entire life there. All the frog knew of the outside world was the faint light far above it which it mistakenly took to be the sun. One day, a bird flew down into the well and came across the frog. The bird said to the frog, “Come up to the outside world where it is bright and warm.” Upon hearing this, the frog laughed at the bird, thinking that the well was the entire world.

One day the well ran dry and the bugs began to disappear. The frog wondered what he could do. Conquering his fear, he peered out, and what did he see? Yes, an entirely new world of trees, flowers, meadows, marshes, and all kinds of end-of-the-world creatures! Entranced, the little frog ventured forth to find out more about the world outside his own. The story is really about the tale of one brave frog and his journey into wisdom. It intends to also underline the truth that we must guard against becoming intellectually complacent, thus we must be careful that we think we know everything there is to know. Thus, you can say the story warns against discounting things that lay outside one's own experience.

When it comes to our spiritual walk with God, it is easy to become like a frog stuck in the well. It is easy to become complacent thinking we know everything, or that we know all the truth. 1 Corinthians 13:9 says that we know in part and we prophesy in part. This is why we also need the entire Body of Christ to work together so that we can learn and move into the fullness of Christ and the fullness of His wisdom. The frog was not wise, but foolish. It took courage for the frog to venture out of his perceived home only to discover a new world that he could explore. 

To be honest, it is easy for believers to get stuck in the well of certain doctrines and theology. It is easy to get stuck in our complacency, familiarity and even in our pride. Yet we need God’s wisdom to be effective disciples, for in His wisdom we move and behave as His perfect will determines and dictates.

It is easy for believers to become spiritually narrow-minded about the complete truth of God. Just as the frog was stuck in the well, believers are stuck in churches and denominations for years thinking they are doing well spiritually. With God, there is no such thing as remaining stagnant. We must continue to grow, learn and progress in our spiritual walk. Along the journey, we need to test all things, but we also need to be teachable and humble when we do falter and to know when we are walking in deception or have lost the way. This is part of our spiritual growth, and to be
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