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INTRODUCTION
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After hearing the glorious news I’d spent 15 years hoping for, the morning of ticket-release day involved a lot of pacing around the kitchen, doing no one any favours except my daily step count. I figured I’d warm up the laptop at 8.15 am, engaging in some light trigger-pulling finger exercises. I was ready to do battle. But wait, what’s this? A queue to get on to a website?! When Ticketmaster allowed me in to their website, at about 9.15 am, I was already in 149,367th position in the queue. For a while, I fooled myself into thinking that there was hope, despite knowing full-well that I was in a queue for a Wembley gig with a maximum capacity of around 80,000. So I stayed on the website, with the queue position visible all day. I was in touch with about a dozen friends on WhatsApp. Amazingly I seemed to be the frontrunner.

I finally got to the front of the queue at 6 pm, and then something extraordinary happened. There were two seats left, next to each other, in Block 520.

Salvation!
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I clicked on them and took a photo on my phone of that precise moment. And then they vanished before my eyes. It felt like that moment in Back to the Future when Marty McFly and his siblings are disappearing from the photo. Only this time, George McFly doesn’t pull his finger out, knock out Biff and save the day. My hope had been erased… from existence.

I hope one day my young kids will understand why I was such a grumpy git that day. I’ve stopped crying my heart out because I might still get to the gig. Maybe. I managed it with Taylor Swift! Oasis’s music has been the soundtrack to much of my life and let’s face it, everyone in their mid- to late 30s and early 40s is still living in the 1990s. Music-wise, it was a wonderful time. When Oasis played Glastonbury for the first time in 1994, on the NME Stage on the Sunday, they followed Blur (booooo!!), Radiohead and Pulp. All on the same stage!

As anyone who’s seen this activity book series will know, it’s not quite like any other book. It’s part-activity book, part-extraordinary facts and stories, part-biography, part-personal tribute and part-celebratory silliness. This one has a fair share of 1990s nostalgia thrown into the mix. It’s been a thrill to write and I’m now knackered, but sometimes you gotta make it happen!






PLATINUM DISCS

(UKg ALBUMS)

To be certified platinum by the British Phonographic Industry (BPI), you have to sell 300,000 copies of an album. All of Oasis’s studio albums have gone multi-Platinum in the UK. Here’s how they stack up against each other.
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WORD CLOUD DEFINITELY MAYBE

Maybe I really wanted to know which words appeared most often in each album. The size of the word corresponds to how many times it appears in their lyrics. This one’s Definitely Maybe.
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OASIS TIMELINE
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NAME THAT TUNE

FROM THE FIRST WORD!

This is a written version of a music round in a pub quiz, where you’ve got to work out which song the MC is playing from the first few bars. So can you name the Oasis song from the first word? See here for the answers.


1 Maybe __________________________________________




2 Today __________________________________________




3 Slip __________________________________________




4 Here’s __________________________________________




5 Is __________________________________________




6 Step __________________________________________




7 Talking __________________________________________




8 Made __________________________________________




9 Paint __________________________________________




10 Hold __________________________________________
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WIT & WISDOM

LEGENDARY LINES
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“I’m not an entertainer. But I do entertain people.”

LIAM GALLAGHER




“Well, they’re just waiting for us to make some monumental f*** up, and they hope to be around when it happens. We’ve got to get one step ahead of those fellows.”

NOEL GALLAGHER, on the press




“I SEE MYSELF AS ONE OF THE F**KING TRUE GREAT ROCK ’N’ ROLL SINGERS ON THE PLANET.”

LIAM GALLAGHER




“Liam got a Rolex. I got a Rolls-Royce. Which is brilliant, ’cos I can’t drive and Liam can’t tell the time.”

NOEL GALLAGHER




“I AM A TENDER, BEAUTIFUL AND LOVING GUY THAT HAPPENS TO SLAP A PHOTOGRAPHER NOW AND THEN BECAUSE THEY GET IN MY WAY.”

LIAM GALLAGHER




“I’d say, ‘You’ve heard Don’t Look Back In Anger?’, and he’d say, ‘Of course’. I’d say, ‘Look it’s me, let us in. I can play you a tune. I robbed some stuff, I took a lot of drugs, but I’m all right’.”

NOEL GALLAGHER, when asked what he’d say to God




“I’m an average lad who was born in Burnage who played conkers. Conkers, mate. Conkers. The lot. And now I’m in a band and nothing’s changed.”

LIAM GALLAGHER




“I’ve only been down Oxford Street once. It was a few years ago after an awards ceremony. It was three in the morning. And I got arrested.”

LIAM GALLAGHER




“WE’RE NOT ARROGANT. WE JUST BELIEVE WE’RE THE BEST BAND IN THE WORLD.”

NOEL GALLAGHER




“If I ever get to go to the moon, I’ll probably just stand on the moon and go ‘Hmmm, yeah… fair enough… gotta go home now.’”

NOEL GALLAGHER








WHAT’S THE STORY
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EARLY YEARS
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	Noel is the second child of Irish Catholic parents Peggy and Thomas Gallagher and is born on 29th May 1967. His younger brother Liam is born on 21st September 1972, and not long after, the family moves to Burnage in south Manchester.

	Peggy and Thomas separate, and Peggy raises her three sons by herself.

	Aged 14, Noel is arrested for stealing from a corner shop, and is ordered to do six months’ probation. In this time, he teaches himself to play the guitar.

	From 16, Noel works in a construction firm, but after a heavy fixture from a gas pipe lands on his foot, he is offered a less physical job in the company storehouse. That gives him time to play the guitar and write songs. At least three songs are written there, including “Live Forever”.

	In May 1988, Noel meets Graham Lambert, the guitarist for the band Inspiral Carpets. He auditions to be the new vocalist after front man Steve Holt leaves. While he doesn't get the job, he does become a roadie for the group.

	Liam and Noel both grow up listening to The Beatles and The Stone Roses. Liam’s first gig is The Stone Roses, at the International 2 in Manchester, and he later tells NME: “It blew my mind and that’s when I wanted to join a band.”

	Just up the road from the Gallaghers, acquaintances Paul “Guigsy” McGuigan and Paul “Bonehead” Arthurs form a band called The Rain. They aren’t happy with their lead vocalist, though, so they ask Liam to audition and that is that. Noel, meanwhile, is in the USA on the Inspiral Carpets tour.

	Noel and Liam share a bedroom, which has recently gained an Inspiral Carpets tour poster. One of the venues is the Swindon Oasis. Liam likes the name, and suggests it to the band, and they go with it.

	Oasis’s first gig is on 14th August 1991 at Manchester’s Boardwalk club – the venue that had launched The Stone Roses and Happy Mondays. They are third on the bill and not even mentioned on the poster.

	Watching the gig from the balcony is one Noel Gallagher. He’d been fired for “bad behaviour” on the Inspiral Carpets tour and was back in town. Noel approaches the band, telling them he’d join them if he could lead the group and be their sole songwriter. They all agree.

	Two months later, the new five-piece Oasis play the Boardwalk again, opening with the song “Columbia”, one of Noel’s first for the band and a song that will make it on to one of the biggest debut albums in history.
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AWARD WINS
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These are the more major awards that Oasis have won over the years.








	
YEAR


	
BRIT AWARDS







	
1995


	
British Breakthrough Act





	
1996


	
British Group





	
1996


	
British Album of the Year (What’s the Story) Morning Glory?





	
1996


	
British Video of the Year (“Wonderwall”)





	
2007


	
Outstanding Contribution to Music





	
2010


	
British Album of 30 Years














	
YEAR


	
IVOR NOVELLO AWARDS







	
1995


	
Songwriter of the Year (Noel Gallagher)





	
1996


	
Songwriter of the Year (Noel Gallagher, but he refused the award because it was technically shared with Damon Albarn)














	
YEAR


	
Q AWARDS







	
1995


	
Best New Act





	
1995


	
Best Live Act





	
1996


	
Best Act in the World Today





	
1997


	
Best Act in the World Today





	
2000


	
Best Live Act





	
2005


	
Best Album (Don’t Believe The Truth)





	
2005


	
People’s Choice Award





	
2006


	
Best Act in the World Today





	
2006


	
Classic Songwriter Award (Noel Gallagher)














	
YEAR


	
NME AWARDS







	
1995


	
Single of the Year (“Live Forever”)





	
1995


	
Album of the Year (Definitely Maybe)





	
1995


	
Best New Band





	
1996


	
Single of the Year (“Wonderwall”)





	
1996


	
Album of the Year (What’s The Story) Morning Glory?





	
1996


	
Best Live Band





	
1996


	
Band of the Year





	
1997


	
Best Musical Event (Knebworth)





	
1997


	
Band of the Year





	
2003


	
Best UK Band





	
2003


	
Artist of the Year





	
2005


	
Best Music DVD (Definitely Maybe)





	
2006


	
Best Video (“The Importance Of Being Idle”)





	
2009


	
Best British Band





	
2009


	
Best Band Blog





	
2017


	
Best Music Film (Oasis: Supersonic)





	
2017


	
Best Reissue (Be Here Now)














	
YEAR


	
MTV MUSIC EUROPE AWARDS







	
2002


	
Best Live Act












STYLE LIVES FOREVER

THE CAMO JACKET
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When Liam appeared on stage at the Spark Arena in Auckland, New Zealand in 2021, he was sporting a floral print hooded camo jacket. But he pulled it off!

Over to you to add your own camo colour scheme.






COLOUR IN

NOEL’S

UNION JACK GUITAR

Noel’s custom-painted Union Jack Epiphone Sheraton guitar became legendary as soon as he appeared with it onstage at Maine Road in Manchester on 27th April 1996. It became one of the iconic images of Britpop.

Can you add the finishing touches?

[image: ]






COLOUR IN

NOEL’S

SUPERNOVA GUITAR

In 1995, Epiphone approached Noel to tell him they wanted to design him a signature model. It was originally named “The Chieftain” but Noel wasn’t having any of that. He suggested they call it the Supernova, and that’s the name that stuck. It’s basically an Epiphone Riviera but with a few little differences requested by Noel. The colour scheme was a metallic light blue and white, known as “Icy Blue”, but it became better known as “Man City Blue” because it’s the same colour as the home strip worn by his beloved football team.

Can you add the finishing touches?
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PLATINUM AND GOLD DISCS

(UK SINGLES)

[image: ]

To be certified Gold by the British Phonographic Industry (BPI), you have to sell 400,000 copies, and for Platinum it’s 600,000. The dates in brackets refer to the year the single was certified, not the year the single was released, but you knew that already.
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28th February 2000 Standing
On The Shoulder Of Giants
is released, the first studio
album under their new
record label, Big Brother. It
reaches No. 1in the UK, Ireland
and Italy. Liam has his first songwriting
credit with the band, for “Little James”

24th September 2000 Liam Gallagher
and Patsy Kensit divorce after three
years of marriage

19th January 2001 Noel Gallagher
and Meg Matthew divorce, also after
three years of marriage

N

UMBER)
HITs |

1st July 2002 Heathen
Chemistry comes outand |
hits No. 1in the UK but its

release is overshadowed
by the leaking of all 1 songs on the
internet three months beforehand

Tith May 2004 Zak Starkey replaces
Alan White as the band’s drummer

25th June 2004 Oasis headline
Glastonbury for the second
time, playing the rebuilt

e Pyramid Stage

30th May 2005 Oasis’s sixth
studio album, Don't Believe The
Truth goes to No.1in the UK
and No. 12 in the USA

14th October 2007 Oasis scoop
the Outstanding Contribution
to Music award at the BRITs and
perform five songs at the end of
the ceremony

6th October 2008 Dig
Out Your Soul, the band’s
seventh studio album, goes
W\TS | toNo.Tin the UK and ltaly
o

WUMBER

VW

Y

28th August 2009 Noel leaves the

band after a fight between him and

Liam before their gig at the Rock en

Seine festival near Paris. It’s just two

days before the end of their Dig Out
Your Soul Tour finishes

27th August 2024 Oasis
announce that they will re-form
for a series of concerts in August
and September 2025
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Spring 1991 Paul “Bonehead” Arthurs,
Paul “Guigsy” McGuigan form The Rain,
bringing in Tony McCarroll on drums
and Chris Hutton on lead vocals. They
_ play a few gigs but Hutton doesn’t
work out, and Arthurs auditions

% Liam Gallagher to replace him

Spring 1991 Liam suggests the band
changes its name to Oasis. He gets
the idea from an Inspiral Carpets tour
poster in the bedroom he shares with
Noel because one of the venues they're
playing is the Swindon Oasis

14th August 1991 The new lineup
performs their first gig as Oasis at
Manchester's Boardwalk.
One of the audience members is
Noel Gallagher, who's working as a
roadie for Inspiral Carpets

September 1991 Noel joins the band
and becomes their songwriter

18th June 1993 Qasis play King Tut’s
Wah Wah Hut in Glasgow. Alan McGee,
the co-owner of Creation Records
is watching and offers them a
recording contract

' 22nd October 1993 Oasis sign
| asix-album record contract
with Creation Records

8th January 1994 They begin their first
Definitely Maybe recording session at
Monnow Valley Residential Recording
Studio in Rockfield, Wales

1ith April 1994 Oasis release
“Supersonic” from their debut studio
album Definitely Maybe. It goes to
No. 31in the UK charts and make
the Top 40 on the Billboard
Mainstream Rock and Alternative
Airplay chart in the USA

4th June 1994 Liam appears
on the front cover of NME
(New Musical Express)

26th June 1994 Oasis play Glastonbury
for the first time, on Sunday afternoon
at the NME stage

8th August 1994 Oasis release “Live
Forever”. It reaches No. 10 in the

UK and No. 39 on the Billboard
Radio Songs chart in the USA

30th August 1994 Definitely Maybe
is released and becomes the fastest-
selling debut album in UK chart history

20th February 1995 The band
win Best British Newcomer
at the BRIT Awards
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8th March 1995 Oasis make their US
TV debut on The Late Show with David
Letterman and perform “Live Forever”

2nd May 1995 Alan White replaces
Tony McCarroll as the band's drummer

8th May 1995 The band start their first
recording session for the new album
(What's The Story) Morning Glory?

23rd June 1995 Oasis headline
B Glastonbury, playing the main
stage on the Friday night

.

W BER| 2nd October 1995 (What's The
\ Story) Morning Glory? comes
out and sells a record 345,000
= copies in the UK in the first
week. It reaches No. 4 in the
US Billboard 200. It goes on to sell over
22 million copies around the world

30th October 1995 The single
“Wonderwall” is released and makes
the Top 10 in 15 countries, reaching No. 2
in the UK and topping the charts in
Australia and New Zealand

19th February 1996 Oasis scoop
three BRITs — Best Album, Best
Video and Best Group — beating

Blur in each of those three

o A
&
categories. “Don't Look Back In

] Anger” is released the same day

10th August 1996 Oasis play the
first of two nights at Knebworth

0 125,000 people
each night — their
biggest ever gigs

B B

 E—

==

7th April 1997 Liam

Gallagher marries girlfriend

Patsy Kensit in London
v 6th June 1997 Noel
N ~_ Gallagher marries
/\\ girlfriend Meg Mathews
- in Las Vegas

21st August 1997 Be Here

Now is released and becomes | MBERJ
the fastest-selling album in | |
UK chart history and tops

the charts in 15 countries

28th March 1998 Bonehead and
Guigsy play their last Oasis gig before
departing the band

2nd November 1998 The band
release The Masterplan, a
compilation of B-sides from
their first three studio albums

December 1999 Creation Records
closes down
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