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 1. A simple way to improve the composition of many pictures is to put your subject off center by following the “rule of thirds.” First imagine, on your camera’s LCD monitor or in the viewfinder, a grid that divides the picture into thirds, both horizontally and vertically (see dashed lines). Then position your subject along one of those lines or where they intersect, as with the face of this cute puppy.

			

		

	
		
			
			[image: 02_Balboa%20mural%20(5.0x3.013)R.tif]

				2. Always keep alert for unusual photo subjects and situations, and be ready to shoot. This family was walking to the beach in Southern California when they passed a building painted with this mural of a seaside scene and caught the photographer’s attention.

			

		

	
		
			
[image: 03_Boy%20with%20balloon%20(2.25x3.007).tif]
				3. If your camera doesn’t automatically eliminate red-eye, you can do so with most image-editing software programs. Just outline with a box (see above) or place crosshairs on each eye with the computer’s cursor, then click the mouse. This boy’s right eye has already been fixed. For more about eliminating red-eye, see chapter 14.

			

		

	
		
			
[image: 04_Crab%20claws%20(2.25x3.648)R.tif]
				4. Patterns and shapes can make eye-catching pictures. These crabs were for sale on Fisherman’s Wharf in San Francisco, California.

			

		

	
		
			
[image: 05_Twirling%20dancer%20(5.0x3.281)R.tif]
				5. One way to put motion in your “still” pictures is to use a slow shutter speed so the action of your subject will be blurred. The photographer shot from above to portray this twirling folkloric dancer in Mexico.

			

		

	
		
			
[image: 06_RedWallAndBike5fmt.jpeg]
				6. Be on the lookout for colors to capture with your camera, as the photographer did here while strolling along a street in Denmark.

			

		

	
		
			
[image: 07_Eagle%20(2.0x2.251)R.tif]
				7. Whether making portraits of people, pets, or wildlife, always focus on their eyes. Fill Flash was used to add a sparkle to the eye of this bald eagle in Alaska.

			

		

	
		
			
[image: 08_Diagonal%20obelisk%20(2.70x3.949)R.tif]
				8. When photographing a tall subject in a vertical format, such as this obelisk in Luxor, Egypt, try composing it diagonally (corner to corner) in order to include more of the subject in the frame and attract attention to the picture.

			

		

	
		
			
[image: 09_Giraffe%20(3.5x3.122)R.tif]
				9. Zoom lenses make it easy to compose pictures without moving physically closer to or farther from your subject. This inquisitive giraffe was among the wildlife encountered during a photo safari at Busch Gardens, an adventure park in Tampa, Florida.

			

		

	
		
			
[image: 10_Soccer%20(5.0x3.937)R.tif]
				10. Always use a fast shutter speed to shoot stop-action pictures. A setting of 1/250 second captured these young players during a soccer match in Bend, Oregon. The photographer prefocused on the ball and waited until the girls came running toward it before fully pressing the shutter release.
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