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On Tuesday June 15th, 1971, two young boys were walking near a small, rural creek bed near Denver, Iowa, when they made a grisly discovery — the body of a young teen girl, lying twelve feet underneath a bridge. The creek bed, and bridge was located on a country road, three miles away from Denver, Iowa, and ten miles southeast of Waverly.

The young victim was identified as fourteen-year-old Valerie Lynn Klossowsky. By the time the Waverly police were contacted about the young dead girl, they had already been looking for Valerie — and that was because the fourteen-year-old girl had been reported missing on Sunday night (two days before her body had been discovered). Her family had been extremely concerned about her.

During the autopsy, they discovered that Valerie’s larynx had been fractured. She had been strangled to death, shortly before her body was discovered — possibly on Sunday night, or Monday morning. Valerie had been stripped from the waist down, and her shirt had been pulled up to her shoulders. Because her clothes had been partially removed, there was some speculation that Valerie had been sexually assaulted at the time of her murder. However, the police have never revealed if she was assaulted, or not.

The police were uncertain if Valerie had been killed in a different location, then transported to the creek bed — or if she had been killed on the bridge, and then thrown from the bridge. They noted that the bridge had a three-foot railing. If she had been thrown from that height, it would have to have been a person tall enough to lift Valerie over the railing. Or, it might’ve been multiple killers.

When the police began to investigate Valerie’s murder, they started to interview Valerie’s friends and families, hoping to piece together the young girl’s movements before her death. They wanted to know who she had spent time with, and who had seen her before her death. It was important to understand everything about Valerie’s last day in Waverly, so they could try to understand how she had ended up near Denver. The police encouraged witnesses to come forward with any information, even if it seemed inconsequential. Every little piece of information could potentially help them solve the tragic murder.

On Sunday afternoon (the day that she went missing), Valerie and her friend, LuAnn Hicks, had gone to Waverly park, and they’d had a picnic together to enjoy the nice June weather. The two girls had spent a few hours hanging out together in town, and then they had split up in the afternoon. At eight that evening, Valerie showed up at LuAnn’s house, as she wanted to spend a few hours with her. But LuAnn wasn’t home. Valerie spoke to LuAnn’s sister for a few minutes, then she left.

Valerie’s older sister, Denise, and her grandmother told the police that on Sunday evening, Valerie had gone to the Waverly swimming pool with her friend, Cindy Newgren. The two girls had gone to the pool, which was half a mile away. Valerie was supposed to be home by nine. However, Cindy Newgren came back to Valerie’s house later that evening without her friend. She dropped off Valerie’s bathing suit, and towel.

When Valerie’s grandma asked Cindy where her granddaughter was, Cindy said that when they had arrived at the pool, Valerie saw some people that she knew, and she went to go talk to them. She had implied that she’d needed to meet up with someone, and that they would be upset if she was late. Valerie told Cindy to go on ahead, and that she would catch up with her. But Valerie never went into the pool. Cindy went swimming alone, and after she’d dried off, she found Valerie’s belongings lying outside.

At some point after talking to the unknown people outside of the pool, Valerie had ended up at LuAnn Hick’s house. And when she found out that her friend wasn’t there, she’d left. Sometime either that night, or early the next morning, someone had strangled Valerie, and left her body lying on the creek bed. The police were stumped as to who would’ve done such a thing to her, and why.

Valerie’s family were extremely worried about her, because she was supposed to be home from the pool by 9 PM. And it was especially concerning when Cindy had dropped off Valerie’s bathing suit. She was only fourteen, and it wasn’t like her to stay out past her curfew. Something had clearly happened, and it sent alarm bells off in the household. Valerie’s father called the police at 10 PM on Sunday night, and reported her as a missing person.

During their investigation, the Waverly Police Department learned that on Saturday, June 5th, a local resident had reported a prowler in the neighbourhood. There had been residents who believed they had seen the prowler return to the area on the weekend that Valerie had been murdered. It was unknown if the prowler was related to Valerie’s murder, but the police had no leads, and so they investigated every possibility.

The Waverly Police Department worked alongside the Bremer County Sheriff’s Office, and the Bureau of Criminal Investigation. The Waverly Police Department had fourteen officers that began questioning more than a hundred households — some of them who lived in the rural area where Valerie’s body had been discovered, others were friends and family, and also Waverly residents who might know something about the night that Valerie had been murdered. The police thought that maybe someone might have seen her on foot, or travelling by car, or motorcycle with someone from the area. However, they couldn’t find any witnesses who had seen her in a vehicle that night.

The police spoke to Valerie’s neighbours, so they could try and get an idea of what the young girl had been like. Her neighbours told the police that Valerie was friendly, and quiet. She had loved playing outside with her friends, and was often running around the neighbourhood with the kids on her street. Everyone was horrified by the young teen’s death, and deeply saddened at losing Valerie.
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Valerie Lynn Klossowsky was born on March 7th, 1957. She had been close with her family. Valerie had been extremely athletic, and loved playing sports, and swimming. She would often play outside with her friends. Valerie had also loved music. Valerie had attended the Waverly-Shell Rock Junior High. She had played both guitar, and piano, and loved to sing. She loved songwriting, and also wrote poetry. Always the optimist, a great deal of Valerie’s writing had been about peace, and love. She had been tall for her age, standing at 5’5”, and weighing 145 pounds, and Valerie appeared older than her age.

Valerie lived at 217 Fifth Street N.W, in Waverly, with her father (Harold R. Klossowsky), her grandmother, her sixteen-year-old sister, Denise, and her twelve-year-old sister, Michele. Their home was just a few blocks from Wartburg College. Her parents had been married and divorced multiple times throughout Valerie’s childhood, though they had finally moved on. Her mother lived with her new husband on a farm in Horton, near Waverly. Valerie’s father was an active Army Reservist, who worked at Waverly’s Koehring Company’s Shield-Bantam division plant.

Valerie’s family held a private funeral. She was buried in New Hampton Cemetery, in Chickasaw County.

The police had asked for the public’s assistance, requesting that any witnesses could please come forward who may have seen Valerie just before her death. There had been a theory that Valerie may have gone to meet up with a friend before her death, possibly a boy that she liked. Did she have a boyfriend? Had she gone to meet up with one of the young teens that she’d seen by the swimming pool? Maybe someone had offered her a ride, and Valerie had gotten into their vehicle. Waverly was small, with only a population of about 7,000 — possibly a stranger, or someone that Valerie had known. Her family stated that she had been naïve, and trusting, having accepted rides from people in town before. There were so many questions about who could’ve done something so terrible to her.

A witness had stated that Valerie had been on a Waverly street corner around 8:30 PM. Valerie’s sister, Denise, had stated that around 8:50 PM, she thought she’d seen Valerie walking alone on Highway 218. The police had also received tips that Valerie had been seen with a motorcycle gang on the night of her disappearance, as well as a great deal of other potential leads. Over the next few months, the police had interviewed hundreds of Waverly locals, trying unsuccessfully to determine who had killed young Valerie Klossowsky.

A few years went by, and Valerie’s murder had gone cold. The police had continued to investigate, but they never figured out who had murdered her. They were never able to make any arrests in her case. Her killer was still out there. As time went on, it seemed less and less likely that her murder would ever be solved. Someone in the Waverly area was getting away with murder.
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